THE LYNCHING OF GRE!L'N.

The Story of His Crime—The E..cite-
ment That Followed the Lynch.ug.

For about 86 hours from 10 o'clo.k last
Tuesday morning the citizens of this town
bhave passed through a trying ordeal,
brought on by the excitement that iollow-

| ‘ed the lynching of Asbury Green, the negro
‘convicted for rape upon the person of Mrs,
‘Howard Tolson, of Kent Island. The
‘heinous crime was committed about 9.30
‘o'clock on the night of the 28th of Febru-
ary, at the home of Mrs. Tolson during the
‘temporary absence of her husbani. Al-
though months had elapsed since the crime
had been committed and the brute was in-
carcerated in the county jail since tiie day
following its commission, there wore few
people in the county who knew that such
an outrage had been committed upon the
person of one of the most -virtuous and re-
spectable women of the county.

The investigation at the preliminary
hearing before the justice of the peace on
Kent Island was anything but thiorough
and purposely so, because the hasband
and father of Mrs, Tolson were not will-
ing that the detestible and horrilile facts
should be given to the public, The only

charge there made was “an assaillt with |
intent to rape.” It was upon this charge |

that Green was committed and lhe citi-
zens of Kent Island and of the cohinty also
believed that to be the extenl of the
crime.” Thus the matter rested until the
grand jury was sworn in last Monday
'week. The jury in the discharge of its
‘duty brought out the facts and the com-
‘munity wasastonished at the bru'V:\lity and
‘extent of Green's offense. 4

His trial followed a few days after his
presentment and indictment k"hen the
horrible facts were reluctantiy wrung
from the victim in the presence &ind hear-|
i ing of an assemblage of white afid colored
people which filled the court r('fbm. The
stoutest hearted of sturdy men thed tears
as Mrs. Tolson told, in tears anffl between
s0bs of sorrow, the torture =he ﬁ,hdured in
the hands of the negro. 1

It is needless to state that ?nnkuon
speedily followed the trial, wifich lasted
but a single day. The defense %ﬂt up was
an alibi. Two or three negros %ere found
who could account for Green’s ffjovements
from 9 o’clock that night until%bmn. half
past ten, but did not know of  his move-
ments at any other period of _ahe day or
night. It was self-evident td the jury
that these witnesses were manfifacturing
their evidenee to suit the occasifn.

The trial was conducted in tli¢ presence
of a full bench—Judges Robindgn, Wickes
and SBtump—who agreed upon Jie sentence
before court adjourned the day:hf the trial.
The sentence was passed 1{it Monday
about noon by Judge Stump, tfie only one
of the three Judges present. Jfidge Stump
merely pronounced the unanidious opinion
of the full bench when he gentfinced Green

to the penitentiary for 21 yen The rea-
sons given by Judge Stump 4 imprison-
ment instead of the death pefihlty will he

found in the court proceedingd. ‘
* It goes without saying tha¥fhe populace
waa disappointed at the punisffment meted
out to Ureen, and groups of ¢Rizens, renid-
ing in the different sections cf/ the county,
could be seen in many place Al discussing
the situation. Vague mmor@ were afloat
that Green would be taken grom the jail
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tradict the rumor of lync Hog: As the
evening advanced Sheriff ¥} B. Turner
was advised to increase hlfdeputies for
fear an attempt might be
Green from the jail. This h&idid. Beside
deputy sheriff T. Frank Sewhrd, the fol-
gtial deputies,
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About an hour after midn%ht 8 call was
heard from the outer gate. Peputy Cour-

vidual who made the call. ¢
sey that he wanted the
Frank Seward, who, not &f

of the jail.

Scward refused to deliver tffem. Where-
upon the spokesman quietlyfinformed him
that he did not wish to Jdp him hodily
harm, but would bave the k&ys at any eost.
They then siezed deputy Sgward, threw
him to the floor, and fo -'?x bly took the
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“Certain lpnrties. feloniouslj¢
and of malice aforethougt, &
the county jail the said A}
did kill by strangulation anj
of the spinal column and by hanging to a
‘tree, said ies heing to the jury un-
known, and did then and tlere kill and
murder the said Asbury Greef.”

The body of Green was refhoved to the
basement of the jail where jit remained
until Wednesday when it wds buried by
the sheriff and his deputies, the colored

people refusing to touch it or ﬁemnt one of
their race to tohch it.

There was considerable efcitement in
town Tuesday night from thé fact that it
was rumored that some of thd exasperated
and desperate negroes mtend&d to fire the
town. The threats came chlﬂy from the
negro women who seemed "-, o take the
lead and urge the men on, "

The Good Will Fire Coni)
members organized thems
committee of safety, patrol#l the town
and maintained order. Why'ithe colored
Hagainst the
white people of Centreville J»
drum. Not one of the citizelf
ville had anything to do v'f‘, lynching

Jthing about
it, yet they have the blame | well an the
grave responsibility to bear. 3
it rumored but did not belfeve jt. Al
B o goard
the jail. It is no evidence thij
| of Centreville took part in tHe
pecause the deed was com




Without stopping to think, the ignorant
and prejudiced blacks, concluded ‘at once
from this bare fact that the white people
of Centreville committed the deed.Thiscon-
clusion does the whole paople of the town
great injustice and the more learned and
influential of the colored people ought to
see it and correct the error the majority
of their race here has fallen into. Convince
the colored people of this fact and all local
excitement over the lynching will cease.

‘We are glad to state that it has ceased
to a great extent. Unless there is some-
thing donw—_ said to encourage excitement
peace and quiet will reign in the future.

COMMENTS OF THE PRESS

The following comments on the Lynch-

ing of Green last Monday are taken from

the Maryland and Delaware press:

In order to' calin popular excitement
the court very judiciously explained, in
passing sentence, the weak points of
prosecution and the strength of the
defense. This should have sufticed to
reconcile the popular mind to orderly
methods and procedure, which are so nec-
essary to public security, and it was believ-
ed this object had been accomplished. The
lynching must be, therefore, to some extent
a surprise to the orderly majority of the
community in which it occured, and it is
a reflection on the hench, the members
of which stand irreproachable for fairness
and ability in the minda of all their fellow-
citizens. Moh violence under all conceiv-
able couditions is to becondemned, though
there may be some circumstances under
which resort to it is more excusible than
under others. No palliation is to be found
for it after a fair and impartial trail, and
the sentence of the prisioners by a court
in whom the community reposes perfeci
confidence.— Bultimore Swun. ‘

Where there is conclusive proof of sucli
a crime as that with which Green was
charged, the j.cnalty of death is none too
severe. Itis a crime that merits the ex:
treme punishment that the law can inﬂict}
but in this case the mob had no shadow ol
excuse, and we cannot believe that the act
. will be approved by any good citizen of
Queen Annc’s. Toapproveit, wonld be to
approve of an insult to the hench, of set-
ting aside all law, turning justice into a
farce, and putting a masked mob in place
of peace and ordr=.— Baltimore American.

A man who commits rape, whether
white or black, ought to be hangen—and
if he could he hanged twice it would he no
more of A punishment than he deserves—
but he onght not be hanged, or done to
death in any manner, without the authority
of law. The moment that you concede
for any purpose that the law may be sect
aside, that moment you throw aside the
sole foundation stone of civilized aml
peacefil  society.— Wibnington  Morning
News,
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