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with goods for Chester and Baltimore, I will write you by her and by the
Peggy Stewart, who is taking in servants and will soon sail. . . .

155. (p. 441) to the firm per the Peggy Stewart 29 July 1774

On the other side are copies of Mr Johnson last per Capt All and Capt
Faulkner via Philadelphia, at whose request I now write to inform you that
the Hope, Capt Howard, by whom Mr Johnson has shipped the fall goods
has run ashore on Dungeness Pier [on the south coast of Kent]. If the
weather keeps moderate, I am in hopes she may be got off by unloading,
but her situation is rather dangerous. Mr Johnson and Mr Bowly are gone
down to give necessary instructions for the preservation of ship and cargo,
on whose return will write the particulars.

I am, gentlemen, with due respect
your very humble servant
H. C. [Johnson’s clerk]

156. (pp. 442-3) to the firm per Capt Nairn 1 August 1774

I received information on Friday morning that the Hope, Capt Howard,
was on shore at Dungeness. Mr Bowly and 1 went off immediately, rode
all night and about 9 o’clock on Saturday morning got to the wreck. Such
another sight God keep me from ever beholding. We found her stripped,
the water up to her under deck and they then asculling of her to get out
what of the cargo they could, which was landed on an open beach under a
guard of soldiers. We stayed by her till night and gave necessary instructions
how to manage and arrived home last night under a resolution to deliver
up the whole to the underwriters, but find they will not allow me. I have
therefore ordered the goods to London and must employ proper people to
wash, dry and sell them for account of the insurers; and I do not imagine,
from £11,000 which we have insured, that there will be £3,000 saved, a
most unfortunate accident to us, deprived of your goods and, from every
appearance, will continue to be so, as I cannot on any account think of
reshipping them until I know your determinations [on non-importation] at
the general meeting on the 22 June. I cannot as yet say what will be our
loss or gain, though I think that it will be 1n our favour about £220 or
£230, as I have covered a commission on all the goods and, if I can obtain
the loss soon from the underwriters, it will be serviceable to us. I am fatigued
out of my life, therefore cannot be so particular as I could wish and, indeed,
I have but a few hours to save this [mail] opportunity.

I have enclosed you the protested bills that was agoing by Howard and
some other papers. I have likewise sent all the letters we had wrote that
does not respect goods which you will be pleased to forward immediately,
I had shipped those goods Mr Wallace ordered for the public building
which is under the same situation as other people’s. T had likewise sent
Joney Muir’s paper, but he will lose nothing by it. Had this ship arrived
safe, you would have had your goods in an exceeding good time, but a
cruel fortune seems to run counter to all we have done for a long time, and
this stroke has nearly knocked me up, for I declare to you that T never felt
so much before in all my life and I hope that I never shall again. . ..
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157a. (pp. 446-7} to the firm per the packet 4 August 1774

The foregoing is a copy of my last per Capt Nairn, since which I have
called a meeting of the underwriters and have got three of them appointed
to take the management of those goods per Howard. [ have not given up
my right entirely 1n the disposal of them and my reason is for not doing it
that X think I can forward the sale, by which means it will expedite the
settlement and recovery with the underwriters. I have had a great deal of
trouble and plague with this business already and most sincerely wish that
the accident had not happened, though we shall be no losers in the whole,
but gain nearly £400, as I have taken the residue, which is £383:13:0, and
wrote the policy for that sum, so that we are equally entitled to every
advantage that the underwriters are and which will save perhaps 50 per cent
of that sum.

What to think of reshipping the goods I cannot tell. I have looked cver
your letters and some others who caution me not to ship anything after
the 20th ult. and which, together with the report of the steps taken with
you, will determine me against doing anything until 1 hear what are your
determinations at the general meeting. If I find the time for your receiving
goods from here prolonged to a farther day, I will directly forward them
but this be assured—I will not for any consideration directly or indirectly
do anything that shall fly in the face of your resolves. I look upon the time
as a very critical one and the fellow who would take an advantage at such
one would at any other sacrifice you all for the sake of that very thing
called gain. If I am lucky enough to recover this money quickly for the
goods that was lost in the Hope, [ shall have enough fo make instant entries
on whatever tobacco that comes home to us and be enabled to keep it by
us for next spring’s market, when we shall be able to obtain our own price
for it, provided the exports are stopped with you. And, in that case, 1
think you ought to purchase whatever you can so that it is good and the
price don’t exceed 20/ per cwt. your money. I am of an opinion that the
people being made acquainted with this matter would influence some of
them to ship to us, especially as there is not one, except Hanbury and
Grove, who is able or can lay out of the duties but are obliged to sell
immediately on the ship’s arrival.
157b. 1 am informed by some of Anderson’s creditors that his affairs are in
a very bad situation and that he must wind them up so that I think you
ought to be industrious amongst his friends and secure whatever of their
tobacco you can. Perhaps you may get Love loaded to us; the Wye and
Chester River [Eastern Shore] tobacco will sell very well and pay us a
comimission that is worth accepting of. You will have nobody to encounter
but Molleson; his friends will be active, you may be assured.

I wrote you before that I had soid the Peggy Stewart’s cargo, I am now
amaking out the sales and which I think will please our friends on Patuxent.
They shall come as soon as ever they can be got ready and which will not
be long first sic]. Indeed, if it had not been for this plagued accident, they
would be ready by this time.

If the communication is stopped between this and your country, I
imagine that you will be attentive to your collections that we may begin, on
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