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Snowden Signs Writs of Ha-|
beas Corpus and Cer tm-i
ari—Objects to Trial byé
All White Jury—Charges
Error in Manner of Re-
cording Sentence.

i18taff Correspondence)

Annapolis, Md., Feh. 19.—With{
the «igning of a writ of certlorari|
and habeas corpus in bhis eell onj
Thursday alternoon, John Snowe{

den, condemned to he hanged on|
Fehruary 28th for the murder of |
Lottie Brandon, white, gave his:
consent 1o have filed an appeal jn{
his care to the Supreme Court of
the United States in Washington, |
D. C.

Sfherif Bellls was taken off his
feet when approached hy Atmrney}
{ieorge L. Pendleton of Baltimore,
accampanied hy Messrs, Robt. L. |
Wallace, Wm. Jonex and R. F. Hal
of the same clly, and membhers of
the Monumental Lodge of Fliks,
who asked far permission to pre-
sent the write 1o fnowden for his
signuture,

Lawyer Jerry Smith, white, the
shevlff's adviser, ard States Attor-
ney Nicholas Cireen at first refused
an the ground that Snowden knew
nothigg of the proposed appeal.
They fturther objected that the Mr.
Pendleton was tnot aunthorized by
the flks and that the Snowden;
casp had  cost the state enough.
money Without going into fnrthnﬂ
1aga) procsedings.

+  Later they consentea to havn
'Lawyver 8mith read the dm‘umsmsi
to Snowden, and leave it to him as!
i to whether or not he would s‘.gn.",
‘Sinith took both writs to the eell]
of the condemned man and read
them over slowly to him word by’
rword, :
' At the eonclusion of the read-.
ing, Snowden signified his impn«}
tion to sign the papers, if Basil, his,
~death wateh, and  Rev. Renjamin|
' Holt, spiritual adviser, s0 coun-
<elled. Pollowing their advice he |
‘=igned the paners In a shaky hand. .
‘and sent them back to  Attorney’
Pendiaton, who was waiting in the.
. sheriff's office nt the courthonse, |
FRIENDS TAKEN BY St RPRISF};
1 Altho it has been known for,
‘eome time that Attorney }'»nd)c-mm
thad under consideration the filin ;!
of an appeal tn the Supreme CCourt.
sthe move on Thursday 1inok ﬂw
‘friend= of fSnowden who have bmm
working along other lines com-|
pletely by surprise.  They had.
pxrwotnd an  appeal onty as  the
tant regort, and they had not given:
un hopes of moving the Covernor.
“to eummnte the sentence tn 1ife!
imnrisonment,
CERTIORART LITTI.E USED
While the writ of haheas corpus
ik freauently emoloved In ronrt
ypreceditrs, the writ of certiopar! s
very rarelv geed  in the present.
fdu,\'. feveral prominAnt attorneys
%y that {1 hax nnt heen lm'nkmi
“within their nremaory,
© The writ af cortlorar! is a dn-:
~mand on the part of n supsrior
S ronrt for the reenrdn of an inferior
- eaurt in order thnt irregularities
" might be correeted, 1t ix ismued
L on compinint of 3 party that he
- hoe not received fusties {n the trisd
ihy the tower oonrt,
: 13 POINTS ALLREOED
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13 POINTS ALLEGED
In the writ of habeas corpus:
im‘o«ent“d to Snowden, 13 allewn.
tions are made, among them that:
the trial jury consisted of white|

I

A

A
{

.men only, and thot the state mov- |

ed the trial from Annapolis to

Towson, thereby making convie

tion eertain. It reands in part:
“When I was taken to Raltl-

.

4

‘more County, a jury was drawn.

camposed wha'ly of white men,
"none of whom be'ng of my race, 1:
heing 2 colored nman, a stranger in
Baltimore county. The cose waw
wide'v  published  thruout the:
whole state, crenting extremely
favorahle impressions {n my home:
in Anne Arunde! county. whore l;
wax horn and resided all my life:
‘and unfavorable impressions In
Pattimore county ang elsewhere.
After ohjections and reasons made|
against the change of venue from
Anne Arundel counly were gvers
riled, there wes nothing to expest)
Lt the most adverse bhiasness in
the mind of any whita juryman.
hotore whom 1 necessartly had “ﬁ
*uhmit my ease upon the evi -
dence” ‘
. EREOR IN PROCEDURE

The writ further alleges an error
s in the manner in which the jury
T Towson made known its findings.
i Continusdl on
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'Snowden Case Goes

',.

|
|
|

3

1

{
To Supreme Court|

Continued from Page 1.
and the court pronounced 3en-
‘tence. ‘The laws of the state of
. Maryland are sald to declare that'’
the jury must ascertain in their §
verdict whether the guiity party,
is gulity in the first degree or sec-'
ond of murder. |

degree
It is stated that the Towszon jury
brought in the verdict of “Guilty,”

only, without adding “in the fArst!

degree,” and that these last words,
were put in by instruction from.

Judge Duncan without the jury
first deliberating upon them.

Finally the writ avers that the
record of the verdict was not en-
tered on the docket at the time
of sentence, as the law requires,!
‘but was entered on the docket the
next day, “out of the presence c:t
the jury, the court and of the con-
' demned man.”

For theac reasons the
claims that “no verdict
been rendered against Bnowden™
~ that he i5 Beld in jai)l and
about to be deprived of his life on
February 28th In vicolation of his:
constitutional rights., which guar..
antee him “due process of law.”

CASE TO BE FILED NEXT g

f

writ ,l
hag ever.

WEEK
In diseussing the case with u|
ve of the AFRO-.

representat!
AMERICAN, Mr. Pendlieton said'
that everything was ready for filing'
(the case in Washington carly next:
‘week. He sald that the Supremc
gCourt had already handed down'
{an op!n ins dmnu' case mak-
Mpie to




