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JOHN SHAW, OF THE GREAT DAYS OF ANNAPOLIS

BY W, M, HORNOR, JRX

THE LEADING SOUTHERY CABINEIMAKER, W0 FLOURISHED IN THE CAPITAL OF MARY-
LAME 1Y CTHE LATY xVIA CLERTURY, [4 EMIWHN THEOUGH IMFORTANT LABFLED PIECES

Tﬂ[‘.l.-‘ﬂh-f Annapoliz i one af the
most pictaresque and hisvor-
ically intcresting cities in Ammnerica,
VEL It 15 Bot genetally appreciared
that the Tolonial towh was an
Important centet of commerce,
culture, art, fashion, and distin-
puished seciety, rarely cqualed in
the New World before ehe Revolu-
tion., From 1654, the year Anni-
polis was named the seat of the
provincial government, making it
the home of officiul life, there
developed extensive mercantile
enterprises which wnaccountably
relapsed until 1795, when one contemporary chronicler
remurked that “the Annapolinns have now bur ewe square-
rigged vessel belanging to cheir purt.” “Opulent roen,”
according to a recognized authority, “huilt costly houses as
their ciry dwellings, if, as was commonly the case, they had
large plantations or manars, where they dwelt at other
scasons, superintending Maryland's grand staple of that
rime—Tobacco. Tobacen from America became the smoke
in the old workd, but brought back very solid rcvenue,
ragether with all the luxzuries of life. T'roops of slaves, docile
as in the Orieat, supplied service. The masters sat on carved
chairs, at quaint tables, amid piles of ancestral silverware,
aral deank punch out of vast, costly bowls from Japan, or
sipped Madeira, half o century old. At Annapolis they faid
out the best race course in the Colonies and built certanly
she Arst theatre” Mot satisfed with these diversians there
were gssemblies every
fortnizght, dinners,
“rrree or fonr Times a
weck, a cand  parcy
whenever possible, fox-
hunting and privare
balls om every fostival®s
ample oppertunity for
a display of the latest
sivles n wearing ap-
parel, personal Anery,
equipages, and howse
furnishings. Ewidences
of the citizens’ celuva-
tion and the splendor
of the mansipns is at-
tested by some ex-
quisite examples of
Georgian architecrure
that are etill standing
and greatly admired.
VThozse of Governoy
Cigle, Secretary Radour,
Chuarles Carrcll, Judge
Samuel Chase, Upton

-
—— e —

Sentr,  the  Randalls, 1. = INLALD DOGR OF SECRETARY {FI0, 3) FROM RANDALL FAMILY
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Crurtesy af Mr. Bdgur & Ml Jr.
FIG. T. JONN¥ SHAW'S LABEL, RY TNOMad SPARROW

the one crecred for William Ham-
maond, bt fisst occupted by Clnef
Justice Jereeniah Townley C hase,
and others are worthy specimens
of the comfortable way in which
thess and smilar families lived.
Besides the State House, 1773,
wath its lofty Jdome and pillaced
portice; the State Treasury, con-
structed Jate in the seventventh
centary: and MeDowell Hall,
dating from the Hevelutionary
era, the main cdifice of St, John's
College (charteretl in 1784 a3 a
continuation of King Wiiliam's
Sehaol that was founded in 1606), ail lend a Jovely charm
to the town rhat was ‘whimsically lal out, the gireety
verging from each other like rays from a cen ter.. 1he whole
atmosphere remains essentially Fnglish Colonial, as may cven
L seen by the names of some of the proincipal vhoroughtares
—King George's, Prince (;eorge’s, Hanowver, Duke of
Gloucester, Shipwright and Droctor, since Franklin.

With such a background, it is only natural rhat demestic
furnishings should closely follow the prevailing Foglsh
modes. Tndeed, Nr. Edidig, an iy ant clergyman wrore
during 1771, “The quick importation of fashiot from the
wother country 18 really astomishing. [ am inclined
ta believe that a new fashion is adopted earlier by the
polishd and affluent American, than by many opulent
persens 1n the great metropohs (London); nor are oppor-
tunities wanting to display superior elegance.”’

With the increasing
difficulties, relattons
Letween Eng]ﬂnd and
her Colonies wers rap-
idly becoming more
shrained, so thatr parri-
otic persons decreased
their buytng of Brirish
merchandise; and when
the vutbreak of hostili-
ries ogcurred, very few
furegn products dnited
to American ports.
Furnilure was no £X-
peption, and  suffered
like the rest. FHowever,
the  happening  made
bur dhight difference foy
the remarkably high
atate of cabinet and
chawrmaking prior o
the Revolation in the
larger cities especially
of New Enpland, New
York and Pennsylva-
nia is well known. The

*Coperight 1931 by W, B Homor, jv. Al rights resryed
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initial beginning of the Annapolis craftsmen i3 yet something
of a mystery, but judging from the adverdsement of John
Andcrson dated 1746, wherein he terms himself a "Cabinet-

maker and Carver, late fram
Liverpool,” he for one was
most  desirous of supplying
“Chairs, Tables, Desks, Bu-
reaus, Dressing Tables, Clock-
cases, and all kinds of furniture
which i made of Wond, Be-
longing to & House, in the
neatest, cheapest, and newest
made.” Anderson died in 1739,
but of the mere handful that
are uniderstood to exist throweh
their notifications in The
Maryland Gazerre, William
Shicer, “Cabinet and Chaur-
Maker at Mr. James Cannan's,
a httle helow tha Market-
House, in Annapolis Takes this
Methad to inform the Public,
that he makes and sells the fol-
lowing Artieles, all constructed
in the most neat and fashion-
able Manner, viz, Deake, Baak-
Cascs, Escriroirs, Burcaus,
Card, Chamber, Parlear, and
Tea-Tuables; Fasy Arm, Parlour
and Chamber CThuws: Comer
Sertees, Clork-Cases, Couches,
IDuml-¥Wairgrs, Trea Boards,
Rottle Boards and Bedsteads
fzc .. Trois guite weident
rhat there was safficient activ-
ity of a superior nature  in
this field of endeavor far John
Shaw and s partner Alen-
aniler  Chisholm,  possibly  as
leaders of the trade, to 1mport
fromm Londen in May, 1773, for
their own use, and also for sale

" Courtemy o) [3r, gred Are, Jumer Bording, Jr,

FI, 7. SECRETARY WITH LABEL, 1747. FiG. 4. CELLARETIE LABELED

THTERMNATIONR AL

Cawricsy of the Mioer Moagruder

FTUDLAD

after they offered, still as “cabinet and chair makers,

among the local handicraftsmen, **a neat and general assort-
ment uf Joiners and Cabinetmakers tools,” whide two years

Church-street, Annapolis . ..
A Quantity of mahogany, m
logs, plank, and boards, and a
vatiety of looking-glasses 1n
mahogany frames. They Iike-
wise do various Kinds of tut-
ner's work.” Under date of
November 13, 1778, “The part-
nership of sHaw and ¢HIsS-
moLm: cabinet-makers In An-
napolis, being now dissolved,
those persons who are indebred
to thern in company  are Re-
quested to.settle the same, as
soun  as possible, with jonw
sHAW, 4at the house lately
occupted by the cotnpany, or
with ARCHIBALD CHISHOLM, At
the house lately possessed by
Mr. Charles Peale in Church-
street, where each party in-
tends carrying on their business
of cabiner and chait making
as formerly.” {Peale was none
nther than the renowned
painter who returned to Ain-
napelis frem London in 1774
for two wears,)

John Shaw is the only indi-
vidual whose mobiliary output
is thus far tangibly cannecred
with Anpapolis, so it soust
necessarily be expeered thar in
the cnthusiasm of discovering
important labeled pleces erron-
eous opinions will be voiced on
all sides. The ilnexperienced
now eagerly claim that Shaw,
T his ApYentices, fabricared

Bt Jobrt's Muzeum; courtezy of Or. flenne 1. Berklty

INSIDE LIU. FlG. 5. DEESSLNG TARLE FREOM CHARLEY CARROLL'S HOME
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Courtesy af Afr. Hollvdor 5. s, f1.
FIG. B. ROLL-ARM SOFA WITH SILAW'S ADVERTISEMENT, 17y

practically every article of furniture indigenous to Baltimore,
Annapolis, or cven Maryland in general which exhibirs cer.
rain imaginary characteristics, while the more academic,
who should possess some degree of genuine knowledge, have
asserted that the subject of this account never produced, Ly
his own labor, a single itemn of furnitre, but solely impotted
his wares. Fwisting cvidence shews
conclusively that John Shaw was
i cabinet and chalrmaker for at
least 4 quarter of o century before
the majority of his accredited
samnples were concerved, There is
apparently ne documentary proof
for the belicf that his occupation
was that of a merchant, rather than
an artiicer, and in each advertisc-
ment lovatcd in The Maryland
Gazette hetween 1773 and 1744, be
witcd IS d9soefate dre reforred 1o as
calinet and chairmakers, mention-
ing wpon one occasion only, the
imnportation of “Joiners and Cabi-
netrakers tools,” while on De-
cember 23, 1797, he advertised
“‘'for saLE, a few LooRING
GLassEs, an gt and mahogany
frames, TEA CAUDIES, MAHOGANY KXNIFE CASES, BACK-
GAMMON TaBLES, and a well toned pravo-rorte. Com-
plete sets of PIANO-FORTE STRINGS, CERMAN FLUTES uf
the first qualiey, a variery of sowgs and DUueTs, for the
vowe and harpsichord, from all the favourite operas, &c.
‘Tutors for the Planoforee, Guittar, German Flute, and
Yiolin,” which canbor by any stretch of the imagination
be classed as a stock of furniture, bur were in all
likelihood  accessaries consigned from outside sources,
Further, Shaw's label, which was designed and engraved
Ly Thomas Sparrow, an Annapolis goldsmith and ene of
rthe earlicst American  engravers, distinetly  affirms  his
vocation, but if additional aurhortiative dara he reguired,
his will, dare] 1528, shouldd appease dny tloube that I‘night
arise, for he bequeaths to his son (reorge Shaw, sy mahsgary
bank: caie which was wade many years aye by myrelf”” This
secretary could easily have been sirular to that picrured in
Fig. 3, and was, with the excoption of the grandfather clock,
the highest valued of all the family household possessions.
[temized statements during the Post-Revolutionary periad
reveal his varioas commissions for the State of Muaryland,
ﬂ.ﬂd hiﬂ S'E-r'lll"i_l:E.'S dsd AlrmoTeEr :F'DT il nllm}]:.‘.r I:'.IF }EE.I'E- f':l]l':"ﬂril‘]g
the War of Independence. John Shaw charged to making
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Crurteay of Afrr. Miles Whire, ..

FIG. 7. CARD TABLE LABELED ON 8WINGING LEG

“2 Tables for the Bar of the House of Delegates,” "2 pine
Tables tor the Committee roomns at the Stadt house,” “4
Mahogany Rulers for the Aweditors office,” “taking Down
the pictures & window curtaing in the Stadt house,” “6
Spitting Nloxes for the Senate,” “a Coffin for an Old Soldicr,”
“putting Divisions in a bookcase & a lock on a desk in the
Aad’ office,” and 4 months & 18 Days Salary as Armourer
@ Lo pr Anmom'"; the toral amount exceeding five hundred
pounds, between 1780 and 178¢c.

{hite recently an eminent muscun director has said that
Shaw, not being a professional cabinetmaker, hrought all
the furmicure beaning his label from Burope, and still others
have averred that Shaw way absolytely not an artisan.
Heretofore these lirele paper nettications have unqualifiedly
vonvinced, to the entre satistaction of the public, the identity
of the maker, the location of the shop, and when the object
was magde. Now howsver, with ths spectacular and highly
valuable “find,”" innumerable questdons will naturally be
fortheoming, For instance: s it Ameriean, or English? From
what part of England il this furnitare come? Admictedty
it all has a distinct Fnglish feeling. Did Shaw employ a
different [abel on his American
peces, or did they rematn wun-
marked ? To the seasible, the answer
shauld be ohvions. Yet, why should
not the studenes of furniture and
their fabricarors realize char Shaw
may have received orders to import
selected articles for houschold wtl-
ity from the mother country, and
he would surely reproduce them so
aceurately and carefully as to defy
detection of local construction if
rhis were desired? O perhaps a
wealthy patron, having purchased
4 card table in London, upon his
return, might wish 2 duplicate, so
one would be zequired from Shaw.
In this way, as well as from draw-
ings published by the great masters,
Sheraton, Hepplewhite, Manwaring
ard others, it was a matter of course to he able to ascertain
the styles cansidered popalar in each season, more especially
in time of war or self-imposed embargo,

It is true rhe examples illustrated are typically English
L tlﬂsign, structural details and actually 1 certam cases
the lumher. In spite of this, i5 there anyone willing to assert
and prove with Jogical reasoning why John Shaw could not

Cosertesy of ¥r, Mluarbord Randol!
FIC. E, SIMEBOARD MADE TN 1?9?1 WITH sAME LAEBEL aAax FIG. 3
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have, or did not make
every furniture exem-
plification here pic-
rured? It must have
been customary then,
as nhow, that a foreign
nnovellon dttracting
attenrion, was lorch-
with copied for display
in the showroom, hence
it is extremely difficuit
to say that a particular
chair or sofa or secre-
tary, however related
te  London  patterns,
gould not reasonably
have cmanated from
Liverpool, Dublin, Phil-
ade‘lphia or Annapotis.

Numerous well
founded, lmt particu-
larly iiruted observa-
ttons upon the struc-
tural methods, usual
stylistic tendencies and
prevailing materials, forming the basis of discrimination
between furnitere af domestic and European manufacture,
are liberatly expounded, but it rmost be remembered that
evervane of these preceprs is subjece for the exception that
proves the rule. Gradwally the old theories are being displaced
by less antiquated contentions which enable a fuller under-
standing. Fvety lvte-back chair ever found in America of
any beauty (and how many of British ancestry?), is un-
hesitatingly credited o Duncan Phyfe, yet in 1754, hetore
Phyfesis veritably known to have been conversant with
this classic motif for cabinetware, a gentleman who dined

Cawrtesy af Dr, . Full Pleasunis

FIC. u- MORE URBANE CHAIRS CLOSELY RESEMBLING SHAW FIECES

in  Philadelphia  with
the celehrated Murs.
William Bingham de-
scribed her home in
this vein: “[ found a
magnificent heuse and
pardens in che best
Fnglish style, with ele-
gant and even superb
furniture. The chairs
of the drawing-roan
were fraom Seddons, in
London, of the newest
taste—the backs in
form of a lyre.” Until
recently the shield-back
molded-leg Hepple-
white chairs withon!
strefckers were always
classified as positively
English, but with the
unique uncovering and
first publication m Jn.
tevnational Stadio, June,
133v, of two of the
original sct of eight made by Jacoh Wayne in the Chuaker
Cicy in June, 1796, hoards of previeusly accepted English
models, together with those having the spade foot of splayed
supports, are now unchallenged American productions. This
demonstrates the fallacy of drawing conclusions too rapidly.

There is no consistent thought in holding to the opinion
that any element in the known Shaw examples could not
have been, or at least never was constructed on this side of
she Addantie. The author makes no pretensions that John
Shaw, or in fact any cabinet or chairmaker of the day
persanally claborated the fruits of thelr (Continwed on page &0)

Courdesy o Marydand Heslurical Sociely

Courlery of the Adisses Mogruder

F Copertary ojupdr. und Mra W, A, Wl

FIG. I0. FROM MABRYLAND SENATE CHAMBER) FIG, IT. MATOHING ARM CHAIR) FI2. 12. SIDE CHALR BEARING SHAW'S LABEL, 174
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Courtesy of [.ex Arcbives Photoerapbiques

MANET'S ‘LA DAME AUX FEVANTAILS,” NOW IN THE LOUVRE

JOHN SHAW OF ANNAPOLIS

(Continued from p#gr J7)

shops for there were many ambitious
artists attacked to the larger estal.

hishments as well as numbers of

independent carvers who pursued
the calling, ornamenting woa!  for
the architect and cabinet makes Jdike.
At Annapolis there were e wudh
men; Henry Crouch, “Carver, trom
l.ondon, Now living in \nnapolis
Makes anv sort of Caryv'd Work for
Houses and ships 7, and the
famous Hercules Courtenay, “*Carver
and Gilder, from london,” who s
plausibly suggested as the decorator
of the Benjamin Randolph “‘sample
chairs,” which were tor vears claimed

to be of F.nglish im'cptinn beciuse of

the close rendition of elaborare de.
tatls  from  Thomis  Chippendale’s
book, and since the stump rear leg
18 50 rarely encountered in America.
The exquisite scroll-board on the
handsome secretary could very easily
have been carried to completion by
certain of the krench or British
carvers who emigrated to the Colo.
nies. The molded feet too are de-
cidedly at variance from the usual

Colonial adaptations, but let it be
understood that an Annapolis crafts-
man would have experienced no
trouble whatsoever in bringing forth
their contour, than the shape more
frequently  tound. The lower fret,
inlay upon the lid and 1 reror door,
are analogous to the desyeres hitherto
seen on stuthentic Philate phia and
New Jersev work.,

Collectars  will pro-
clatiming the Hepplewhite - chairs,
Figs. 10, 11, and 12, \merican, prin-
cipally because ot the sweep seat.
Forgetting for the moment all pre-
tudicnal rudimenrts, does 11 not seem
rather unnaturs’ 1o vowee such a
drissension, when ths adenrical form

ht‘ﬁltiltt‘ in

was so popular for vears in the
British Isles? l.ik{.‘WiSt‘ l’ht'l't‘ iS little
|ngic in the assertion that the sofa,
Fag. 6, 15 alien tust because the back
1S not so good, net quite so sweeping,
as the Amernican' Yes, 1t looks like
the proper time to form a new foun-
dation for our knowledge and a new
estimation of the our

hackneved arguments.

vilue of
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