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The earlieat redord of Lﬂt 73 ia contained in Stoddart's notebook.
on page 76 iz redorded his survey of the lot eonfirming the owhership
‘of Vargaret Waldon Wercier, widow of Francis M¥ercier, who died in {ctober
1717, Ko esrlier document regarding title to the 1ot seems 1O be oR da—
posit in the Hall of Records bul here is alwaye the possibility that
‘one pro-dating the Stete House fire in 1704 was lost et that time. An
jnventory of Francis Mercier's personzl effects was filed in 1718, the
‘agme year as Iteddarit’s survey.

On 14 Februsry 17204 for the sum of 25 pounds, a portion of Lot 73,
puning along Stete Circle and baok to Chureh Street, laid out for
12,7585 square fest, was gold to Cornellus Brooksby {Desds-l) The docu-
ment hesrs the signature of John Steele and the mark of his wife,
Margsret Mercier Stesle, gs grantors.”

Cornelius Brooksby, @ butcher by trade, is credited wiih building
ile house et 21 State Cirele, It evidently was not completed, however,
‘at the time of hig death, for in the avcounts of his esitate rendered by
Ann Brooksby Gough the final one in 1725 notes "And this account grents
‘& further allowance for her expenses in finishing the deceased's dweliling
house for the benefit of the Children.® (Accis, 1)

On 11 December 1722, as he was setting out on a voyage Lo London,
‘Brooksby made eut his wili, bequeathing "~-t6¢ my children, Mary Brocksby
and Jonn Prooksby**, my land and premiges lying in the iUy of Annepclis
~ Joining ‘o Stedt Housa Circle--t0 be egually divided between them~-my

son Johnts pert of the ground to be lald out s¢ as to inelude my dwell=-
ing house and my dsughbter's part to be laid out 80 &8 B0 inelude my
prteher's shop.” An appraisal of the properties was to be made and 1I
the house was worth more, the son was 0 compensate hls gister. 1If he
delayed peyment the difference was to be withheld from the sonts ashere of
nis personal estate, His wife, Arm, was mRde executriz, (¥ills-1)

* The balance of Lot 73, lying along School 3itreet, was sold by Mar-
garet Steele, widow, 1/17/1723 %o William Pountény, butcher, for
80 pounds, {M.C.-1}

#%  4his is the only place in which Cornelius Brooksby's son ia referred
4o as YJohn", His birth, recorded im 5%, Anne's Parish Reglster,
and mll other documents show his name ss "Cornmelius¥.,
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6n 6 July 1723, 8n inventory of househcld effects of Cornelius
‘Brooksby, deceased, was muds, showing their total value as 221 pounds,
18 shillings, 10 pence, and signed by two of his creditors as witnesses,
His will was probeted 19 July 1723, One of ths witnesses Ho his will
wes John Beale, Deputy Commissary. Iin 1736 Thomas Gough and his wife,
Arm Brooksbhy Gough, wers required to turn over to Elizabeth Deale,
wife of John Beale, deceased, a guaniity of household gooda in peyment
for his having served s guardian to the children. (Deeds-2)

On 28 ¥ey 1745 Mary Brooksby, Cornelius' dsughter, became the wife
of Zowell ILong and less than s month later, on 7 June 1745, records show
Cornelius Brooksby (son) conveyed to the couple, for $ pounds sierling,
Mgll elaim t0 land exeept such part as the sald Cornelius Brookshy
heretofors gave to George Johnson of the city, sforesaid perulkemsker
4o build an addition o his dwelling house on &nd which part the said
‘George Johnson has already bullt on and is possessed of, which part

‘I hersby sell arnd convey my rights to hin®, (Deeds-3)

R Sowell Tong, who wss-8 #s8lilor snd shipwright, is credited with
adding the Cepiein's Walk %0 the roof, To reach i+ he bpullt the unique
‘atagzgered, or "stirrup®, steps which, because of lack of space, were
‘placed in & cupboard. They rise steeply, checkerboard fashion, with
room on each step for only one fooi, to & joff from which & short ladder
reaches up to the trap-dcor in the roof, glving s¢cess 40 the walk.

16 August 1753 the Maryland Gazetie noted Long hed built the ship EANBURY
For Patrick Creagh.

4 meries of deeds deted 19, 21, 26 and 27 August 1751, beiween Sowell
Tong and his wife, Mary, and George Jobmson, arrenge for the lesse and
re-lease of Lot #73, sach containing the c¢lause "{except and always reserved
the gquantity of ten foot of ground heretofore glven or conveyed to the
88id George Johnaon by & cerdtain Corneliung Brooksby whereon part of the
dwalling house of the suid Johnson now stands)}"., {Deeds-4)

Sowall Long's will, writitsn on Xent laland, dated 2% Pebruary 1774
and probated obh 31 H2rch of the =ame year, divided his property, lesving
‘the uvpper nalf of his 1ot in Annepolis and the bulldings thereson to his
#on, David Long, &nd the lower lot to his grandson, Devid Long Sudler.
(Fills-2) _

In February 1782 an advertisement ir the Merylend Gazette read,



.....3_.

*David Yong and Thomas Sudler [;athar of David Long Suﬂlai] want to sell
house 2nd lot on Chureh Street a8t present ir tenure of Mr, William Whet-
eroft; also house and lot adjacent sbove st present under rent to Thom=s
Pryce." It wesn't uhtil almost two years leter, om the Tikh of April 1784,
that David Long, 2 citigzen of Queen Anne's County, sold Lot #73 to John
Shew, cebinetmaker, for 510 pounds., (Deeds-5)

Shew, who was born in Glesgow 25 April 1745, had been in paritnership
with Archibald Chishelm in a shop loeated on Church Sitreet near the Doek.
The Gazette of 13 Kovember 1776 noted that ithey had dissolved thelr part-
nership and reqgiested that #Zll accounte owed elther of them be paid "at
the house lately octupied by the compeny.”

: . *he purchase of the property at 21 Siate Cirele was necessitated
hy the fire which one night destroyed Shew's workshop, an event reported
in the Maryland Gazette & Februsry 1783. In his new shop he carried
on & diversified business, B3 items In the Gagette attest. TFor example,
in 1784 he advertissd looking-glasses, {eachests and maps of North
Amexrdicsn; in 1787, tables, mirrors, ete., end thet he made and sold drunms:
1796, Griffith's map of Marylend and that a 1iberty print was on display;
in 1799, he anncunced second hand furniture for sale at the Saedt House;.
1800, & few elegent prints of Thomms Jefferson end George Washington for
sale, On 1 Mareh 18C4 he advertised ss "glready made and for sale &t
‘his house near the Stete House, the following articlea of household
furniture, viz., mahogany desks, 2 desk and bookcase, burseaus, wardrobes,
aeceretaries, side boards, dining, bresakfast and card tables, easy chairs
sofes, bedspreads of different kinds and sundry other articles for house-
‘keeping which will be disposed of on wvery moderate terms for cash or the
ususl ceredit".

Po further illustrate his versatility we need omnly note some of his
‘other activities. During the Revoluticnsary Wer he served &s Armorer for
the State. Cabinetmakers slso constructed coffins, This fact along with
records of fees peid him for black 5ilk handerchiefs, black ¢loth and
‘gloves, indicate he probedbly functioned sz undertaker. Acecrding to the
minutea of the Mayor's Court in 1783, he wes the inventor of seales for
welghing hay. On T December 178% he was paid 100 pounds by the state
"for his account of disbursements in finighing the FPrivy House® on State
Cirele, 4And in 18C4 whern a lotitery was inauvgurated to ralse mongy to im-
prove the streets of Annapolis, to purchese "a larzs and foreible fire-

.
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-angine ﬂﬁﬁ'fb"ﬁéapéﬁffhé ﬁE§iﬁﬁ, he wos named a8 one of the managers.
At Verious times he served the ¢ity @s councilman, sireet commisaioner,
snd Pire—engine kesper. 1In the latter capmeity (1783-84) he was paid
‘8 salary and for repair of engine and fire house.

It was, of course, with his eabinet-meking that John Shaw made his
‘lasting merk on the history of Annapolis. The book "World Furniture"
‘oredits him with developing his permonmel version of the Hepplewhite
‘style and today his beeutliful works are prized possesgions or museunm pieces,

John Shaw was married twlce, Hls firet wife, Elizabeth, died
'8 Merch 1793 "in the 45th year of her life". They were the parents of
‘8ix children who remched maturity: John, Gsorge (born 7/31/1790) who
married Elizebeth Robinmon 4 April 1819, Thomes, Jemes, Elizabeth (born
16/21/1786) who married Thomas Frankdin 12 November 1813, and Mery. On
3 Herch 1798 he marrifd Margaret Stevart; she disd 5 July 1806 at the
age of 47. They were parents of & daughter, Jane, born on the lst and
‘baptised on the 22nd of October 1799,

Of the children the most distinguished was Dr, John Shaw, He wes
‘born in the Shaw home 4 May 1778 and became & sgitudent a&t St, John's at

its opening in 1789. ¥He was classmate 2nd fellow graduante, as well =2s

‘& friend, of Francie Saott EKey ard itt's thought the latter was & frequent
vigitor to the house on Siate Cirecle, John studied medicine two years
under Dr. John 7. Shaaf of Annapelis and then continued his studies at the
University of Pennsylvanis end in Edinburgh., From 1801 to 1805 he prac-
4iced in Annapolis with hils former teacher, Dr. Sheaaf, but afier his
marriege to Jane Selby in 1807 he moved to Baltimore, There, with two
pariners, he secursd &4 state charter for the College of MNedicile of
Meryland, the fifth medical school in the United States and the forerunner
of the Univeraity of Meryland, He alao achieved some feme as & poet in
the early 1800's., Having contsatted {uberculosis he moved socuth and
while on & voysge from Charieston to the Bahamas he dled at sea

10 January 1809,

The elder John Shew &lso owned other pleces of resl estate. On
Fovember 1784 Archibald Chisholm, for 34 pounds, conveyed to the former
full sontrol of & lot ramning between Cornhiil Street and Bast Street
on whioh they had Jointly held the balance of a 9Y9-yesr lease initiated
in 1770. In his will dated 18 Septembar 1826 he wrote, "I glve end devise
‘unto my son, James Shaw,--811 that 1ot and parcel of ground and the build-
inge thereon lying on Doctor Street in the elity of Apnapolls, running 41



‘Paet from Jacob B. Siemakerts house to the Court Houme fence, then at right .
anglea T7' until it intersects Temple Streed, then 41' with Temple Street,
then tu“ﬁha heginning on Doctor Street®.

On February 1827, Shaw sold to the Mayor, Recorder, Alderman end
Common Council of the eity of Annapolis the seotlion of his lot known as
‘Chancery Lene, & section 3' 2&" wilde funmning from Church Street fo the
#treet lesding around State House Cirels, parallel to the dwelling of a
gertain Washington G. Tuck¥. {(Deeds-6)

It meems likely 2t the time & codicil wes added 4o his will on 7
:Jﬁnuarr-lﬁzg he had becoms incepacitated for i+t is signed only with his
mark, 26 February 1529 he died, his will bequeathing 211 his other real
property to his five surviving children as tennants in common, requesting,
Mt is my wish and desire that the house in whieh I now replide may not be
801d out of the family but that ny son, Gaorge Shew, should ocoupy the
‘same snd that my said son, George Shaw, pay to my other chlldren & resson~
-able rent for the same anminrlly.” Detsiled insitructions were also given
for the dispersgl of his various slaves. (Wills-3)

Within a8 few months Feorge Shaw efs also dead, hia willl dated 7
-Auguat 1829 leaving his estate %o his wife and her heirs. (Wills-4) Be-
‘cause the two men had signed a $600, note for him, to settle the debt, on
28 Degember 1829, Thomes Shaw conveyed "to Thomss Pranklin aund James Shaw
B8 tennants in common--all that lot of ground in the city of Anmmapolis
froating on the public oirele, it being the late residence of John Shaw,
‘deceaged, together with all the buildings and improvements thereon®*. {Deeds-7)
By the latter part of 1830 Jumes Shaw had disd and on 13 December of that
year hia survivors renounced right to administer hils estste. Somerville
Pinkney wes appointed edministretor by two of his ereditors. (Wills-5)

The Chancery Court, on 4 June 1833, appointed Somerville Pinkney and
‘Thomas Alexander ss trustees to dispose of the real eztate of the late
Jomes Shaw. They sold to Thomas FPranklin on 18 November 18231, for $4015.,
‘mall thet house and lot fronting on Church Street and the Stadt House
Cirele--being part of Lot 73-—except such part thersof as waa tranaferred
by seid John Shaw to--the oity of Armapolis.® (Deeds-8) With this settlement
Thomas Prenklin and his wife, Elisabeth, essumed sole owpershlp of the
property.

Elizabeth Shaw Franklin dled 4 Jenuary 1865 and Thomzs Fraakliin's
will, dated 7 January 1865, stated, "I give, devise and beguesth to my
deughter, Ann Prankliin--the dwelling house in which I now reside on the
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