~ HELDON HIS OWN STORY

NEGRO IN BRANDON CASE

John know&ém Formeally Charged
With Murder Of Woman After
Severe Grilling.

POLICE EXPECT CONFESSION

Prisoner Admits He Was At House
In Annapolis On ‘Day Crime Wan
Committed, But Declares That
¥He Is Innocent.

NEW CLUES IN AUTOPSY.

A dispatch from THE SoN's
Wasghington Bureau says that
new evidence which may help
salve the mystery of, the mur-
der of Mrs. Lottie May Bran-
don was found last night in the
autopsy held there on the ex-
humed hody. :
- “We belicve the autopsy re-
vealed some things which will
aid the Maryland authorities.”
said Dr., W. I'. Carr, deputy .
coroner, who, with Dr. J. €.
Joyee and Dr. Walter Hopking,
of Baltimore, performed the an-
topsy. ‘‘Ifowever, we were res
q'ue?tvd by State's Attorney
Nicholas Green not to make
public our findings and can give
out nothing.”

Dr. Joyce and Dr. Hopkins
left after the autopsy with
Sheriff John R. Sullivan, who
said they were going dircet to
Annapolis. .

John Snowden, the negra who WaRBI-
rested in Annapolis on Monday on sus-
picion of being the man who killed Mrs.

Lottie May Brandon in that city a week
ago today, was locked up at the Central
Police Station at G o'clock last night|
on the charge of murder.

The arrest was made by Deputy Mar-
shal House and Detectives Pohler, Kratz
and Dougherty. This nction wag taken
by order of Marshal Carter, who said
that the negro had made so many con-
flictiig and incriminating statements
that he couid no langer doubt his zuilt

Among other thingx, Snowden ad-
mitted that ke had been at the Brandon
home' the morning of the murder, thus
corrobornting the statement of the two
negro women at Annapolis whose testi-
wmony| led to his arrest,

™ | Expects Full Confennion.

The Marshal said that Snowden had
not confessed the crime, that, in fact, he
had denied all participation in it, but
that he had ventured so perilously near
a complete confession that the final ad-
mission of gunilt on his part is expected
at almost guy minnte.

The Marshal suid that he was not
free to say much about the case, except
to deplare liig conviction tlint the search
for the murterer was practically over.
The Marsha), in meking this statement.
said 'now that n solution hgs in his
opinibn pragtically been reached, he
wishéd to compliment the men whom he
bad sssigned to the case.

“When wa get a chance to unravel the
of thi%case before the public, peo-

ple «fill undeérstand what excellent work
thesgl men have done. They had an un-
usual case, ope that was baflling in many
particulars, ibut they worked it np so
well |picked 1p so many seemingly minor
details whigh turned out afterward to
be all-impontant, that they have, 1 feel
confident, finivhed tht work in a way
the Best deteetives in this country might
well) envy.”
Negress Furnished Clae.

The Marshal said that while the ar-
T oddom same ag the result of n



| “vYT MLV & MY IIEDTHE LIUT,

The Marshal said thar while the ar-
restof Snowden came as-the result of n
tip given by Mrs. J. Spencer Murray, of
Am;rpn]is, there were circumstances
evenl after the detectives had this infor
mation, that offered unusual obstacles.

The information given the police by
Mrs, Murray was that a negress in her
employ, Margaret Queen, had bren told
hy [;xor two daughters, Ruth Green and
Mary Perkins, that they had seen Snow-
deny leave the Brandon home about 11
o’clock on Wednesday morning, ‘the day
of the murder. The women were after-
ward questioned by the police, and ad-
mitted that what had been told Mrs.
Murray was true. .

The testimony of these two women
begame the entering wedge which, the
pojice say. helped to break down the
mystery surrounding the case. For more
th‘?n 10 hours yesterday Marshal Cgr-
ter, Deputy Marshal House and 2 num-
ber of detectives bad Snowden on the
grill. They kept harping upon_the tes-
timony of the women—Kkept insisting to
Snowden that he had been at the house
onl the morning of the murder.

tuck To Denials Seven Houra.

For nearly seven -hours yesterday
Snowden persistently denied that he had
bheen at the house, or that he knew any-
thing about the murder except what he
hdd heard in a roundabout way from
p:ople in Annapolis. At first he secmed
toj be bordering on a breakdown. He
stammered his anawers, his eyes showegd
hin fear and hin attitude denoted a fecl-
ing of absolute 1error. This fear was
accentunted later when he was taken to
the Bertillon bureau in the Courthouse
td be photographed and.measured. Aft-
erward he was tuken back to the Mar-
shal’s office and quizzed again. He
se¢emed to recover from his fright and
bﬁgar_l to spar for time and show mare
cunning in his answers, He was, for a
time, cool and persistent in sticking to
the statéments that he had first made
tbat he had not been to the house.

en, about 215 o'cleck yesterday
afternoon. the break in his story cams
and question after question wasg fired
at him. Then, it is said, he admitted
at he had been in' the neighborhood
of the Drandon home on Wednesday
orning; that he had overslept that
orning, and had not gone to work.
¢ sald ithat about 10.45 o’clock be left
hiome to go to the saloon of Charles Mar-
tin, Becond and West streets, a few
inutes’! walk from his home. He ad-
itted that he did not get to the saloon
til 12 o’clock.

Admitted Golng To The House.

It wag then that the detectives wanted

know| what he had done in the mean-

me. Bit by bit, they forced him'to nd-
mit thay he was at the house itself. The
degro inpisted that he did not enter and
ecame g8 one at bay. He refused, for

time, to give any definite explanation
8 to what he was doing at the house.
t is understood that afterwards he de-
lared he saw somebody running from

e direction of the house, but he could

ot give any clue s to the identity of

e perspn. '

hen| Snowden began to shift in this

ay the detecfives began pounding him

ith questions. They asked him what

aused the scratches on his face and
drms. Snowden said that he did mnot
ow how they had come there. |

By degrees Snowden again began to
lose his¥gelf-possession, e refused to

nswer gfiestions, or when he did, made
statemernts that conflicted with those
ade by witnesses at Annapolis, ’I'his‘
ntiued until about 8 o'clock, when
arshal Carter ordered that he he taken
tp the station. . .
The negro gave his age as 25 years.
is the opinion of the detectives that
bbery (was the motive of the crime.

The case has been worked by the Bal-
timore detectives asmisted by the An-
'a_polllL'

uthorities. There were others
ho wonld have helped, others who be-
at their .in “eriminology
e. more penetrating than -that
f men|who have been dectectives for
ears. But the methods proposed by
me of|these criminologists did not ap-
to! the. Baltimore-detectives and
ere-ignored. : )

OUBT SNOWDEN'S GUILT
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mit that he was at the house itself. The
negro inristed that he did not enter and
became us one at bay. He refused, for
d time, to give any definite explanation
A to what he was doing at the house.
It is understood that afterwards he de-
clared he saw somebody runming from
the direction of the house, but he could
riot give any clue as to the identity of
the person. .

When Snowden began to shift in this
way the detectives began pounding him
with questions. They asked him what
caused the scratches on his face and
arms.” Snowden said that he did wot
know how they had come there,

By degrees Snowgien again began to
lose his seclf-possession. He refugsed to
ansdwer questions, or when he did, made
statements that conflicted with those
made by witnesses 8t Annapolis, This
contived until about 6 o'clock, when
Marshal Carter ordered that he be taken
to the station. )

The negro gave his age as 25 years,
It is the opinion of the detectives that
robbery was the motive of the crime.

The case has been worked by the Bal-
timore detectives assisted by the An-
napolis nuthorities. There were others
who would bave belped, others who be-
lieved that their skill in criminology
would be more penetrating than that
of men who have been detectives for
years. But the methods proposed by
some of these criminologists did not ap-
peal to the Baltimore detectives and
were-ignored.

DOUBT SNOWDEN'S GUILT

Many Annapolis People 8till Think
Mrs. Brandon Was Killed By
Jealous Woman,

Anpapolis, Md., Aug. 14.—Detectives
R:nxhdrty. Kratz and Pohler, who have
n here attempting to solve the nys-
Ty su nding the death of Mrs. Lot.
tie May Haislup Brandon, wife of “Val"
randon, a Government employe, who
s found dead fn her home ‘laxt’ Wed-
:_{esdc,v}‘uid tonight that they would not
{Continued on Page. 5.1




NEGRO IN BRANDON CASE
HELD ON HIS OWN STORY

Contluyed froxw Page 14,)

e,

say positively that Jobn Spnowden, rhe
pRIIO acedsed of the ymvder. I8 gailty.

WWhile there sye clocumstanges indi
cating the nepvo kudws wore shout the
erime thag he has io)d, the detectives,
who are invesy sting‘ the case nnde?
the direcrion of State’s Attorsey Nich-
olas . Green wnd Mayor James F.
Strange, stid they had naothing defiacts
which would permit them to meke suck
| positive statement. - The detectives
made it plain that “the woman in the
wose” had nor bean olimigated.

Stare's Attorasy (reen, it i tnger
stond, is of the epinion that Mrs. Brun-
don was murdered by a man of slendet
Wwedld.  Sheriff Johw Sullivan saiq he be-
T:f;;’:é she bad been killed by asfeadous

Taoere were many rheosies advenced
which led the deteetives owm # werty
ehase. The jealoss wite, the negro jce-
win, the huekster; the negroes of the
neighborbood and maouy other theories
weorp sl put forward, bur were aban-
doney by most pen%ﬁe. when Mrs. J.
Bpeitcer AMorray wulked inta the office
of the Tiev. Johy Bideut and sodd that
sfir knew who killed Mrs, Bravwaw. She
sabd her negra eonkk Lnd & sisger Wi
s Napowden etme {rom the Brandeu
honte abont snoen s the day the woman
was murdered, The detoctives immoedt-
asely abandoged @l othep theories, infer-
viewed the cook nnd Bhowden's arrist
fojlayed. .

Snowden works for Parlett & Pariet?,
a firm whick deliverg iot in the neighbor:
hopd of the Breandon home, He oold
the detectivs bere that he awoke fafe
tast Wednesday and gn thet eceoupt did
not go to work, He anid be lety his
room shortly before 1Y, walked to & a2~
joorr in the poighborfined, met several
negroes with - whom ke had scyeral
drinks, then went home cng siept uadil
late at might. “1 pever was in the
Brandon home,” ssid Saowden.

Detective Pobler anid thay it toek bur
fire Wingkes to walk from the negro’s
home ta the euloon, and as Snowden did
not resch there pntil 12,45 . M. the
intetvening time woukf Hove to be 8o
counted for.

Mary Perkins, colored, n dagghtey of
Mrs, Mudray's servant, ezid she was 8-
ting on hey poveh, direetly opposite the
Hrandan eattage, td saw Snowden leaye
the {vont doue and go wip the steesy 1o
thie sdloon.

Detertive Kraty said thar John Mar
tin, who rus the saleen, had on Wednes-
day ip bt eash register a tern dollue
#. Martin, kerwever, was sotf able to
sny whethey ¥ was given to him by
Fnowdan, Spowden said he gsye 30
cetity i nirksds to the bartepiier when
he pought drinks. The detectivey say
thee have hroken down this statement.

The detoctives ace still fnvegtigating
various other thesries, for Anpapelis
{mmtc have much doubt a8 ¢ whether
Snowden s gnilty. It is she general
opinien bere thet MY Bronden wae
Rilled by 2 woman 1o » jenlows eage. In
dismssing fhe ense woight, State's A
toxuey firery deelated that, in Wis opin
far, Smowden was guilty, nufess e
i of cireumstantal evidesce ‘whieh
Lk Heen woand.whout §im 1s hecken

Caroner William 8. Welslr will hold sn
inguest romorrow  night aud Snowiden
wil he brought here to apdear befoes
the caroper’s jury. The polite fear that
the negro may be baken from them nod
tynehed, i he mukes o conforsion. Jerry
L. Bmith, p loea( attorney, hss been
engaged So defend Snowden. €, L. G.




