FORMER LOVER SOUGHT
IN BRANDON MURDER

Detectives Working On Theory
That He May Know Some-
thing Of Crime.

HUSBAND'S SHIRT STAINED

Sheriff Sullivan Takes Brandon Te
Washingion To Recover Clothen
Worn Wedneaday And Which
Were Sent Him By His Mother,

{From a Staff Carrespondent. )

Aunapolis, Md., Aug. 9.—Working oy
the theory that an crstwhile sweetheart
might bave weighty knowledge of the cir-
cumstances which cuused the death of
Mrs. Lottie May Haslop Brandon, wify
of Valentine N. Brandon, an employe
at tbe Government Experimental Sta-
tion, who was found dead !yesterlay by
her husbuni. Headquartefs Detectives
Herman Pohler and John H. Kratz went
to Baltimore tonight to consult Mar-
shal of Police Carter regarding the ar-
rest of a former suitor of the youar
woman.

Another theory of the police is that
the woman was attacked by a negro and
that she way criminally assaulted. Tal-
timore physicians have bren culied intn
the case in an cffort to detcrmine thiy
point.

Another bit of information the detee.

tives and Sheriff John R. Sullivan, who
with biy deputies and agents of the Gov-
crument are worklng on thy case, bave,
in the fact that Valentine Brandon’a
mother. Mrs. Martha Rrandon, 814
Sixth street, Whashington, who came
here on o telephone message from her
son, sent to Wasbhington this morning
u guitcnse rontaining clothing belonging
to voung Brandon. Amang the clnthing
is a shirt which he wore when he wan
guizzed for more than five hours in the
Courthouse last night. Red rpots were
found on the shirt by State's* Attnrney
Green, Sherlff Sulllvan and the detec
tives.

Hobhery Apparenily Not Motive.

It in reported that Mrs. Brandon
usally ecarried her money in her stock-
ing. When the body wus found one
stocking was off and the other down
below the knee. It is not known that
she lhad ony money in Yor possession
at the time of the murder,

All evidence goes to show that rob-
bery was not the motive for the crime.
A diamond ring on Mra, Brunden's Jeft
hand and n lavaliere, valued ar $100, on
u dressing table, had not been dis-
turbed.

Body 0t Woman Sent To Mother.

This afternoon the body of Mra,
Brandon waa shipped to the home of
her mother, Mrs. Randall Haslop, 2349
Virginia aveoue. Northwenst, Wasbing:

ton.

Sherift_Sullivan accompanied Bran-
don to Washington tomight to recover
the clothing sent to his home hy bis
mother. The ataine on th: shirt. liron-
den told the detoctives, enme from red
ink that he used at the Government stn-
tion. Tt was wtuted by the detectives
that the young hushand, whe was soon
to be n father, was not taken o the enp-
1al He @ prisoner,

Brandon, a slender vouny men, weijh-
ing about 128 pounds, stated that he left
his wife at B o'clork Wadneslay mern-
irg. Ue-snid he kissed znd einbroced
her tnd then went (o rhe Maryland|
avenne pier, where e hoardad u tauneb
with B number of ot r employes of the
exprrimental station.

He said be arrived at the station at
8.45 and immediately repprted fur work.
He said he did not return home for
lunch, eating two snndwiches snd sev-
eral peaches his wife had put up for
him. e, with several others, he soid,
then went swimming of the Govern-
ment pier, His family Jife, be said, hod
alwnys been serene and he never had
any guarrels with his wife, |

Former Suttor Kept In Mind., |

Two neighbora of Mra. Hrandon told
the detectives that, while yhe wan up-
Lmn.-nllv deeply in love with her hus-

and, she frequently mentioned a young
Washingtoninn to whom she was l'l’l-‘
guged for three years before her mar-
risge to Brandon. Mrs, Brandon stuted ‘
that shie had in ber possession a picture
of bher former suitor, which she had

kept hidden from her husbaud.

er husband, sbe ix quuted an saying.
did not know she Lad the pieture or that
ahe huad been engaged to marry the
Washington mnn.  Mrs. Braudon did
not show the picture to her eonfidante,
but promised to do ko, Yesterday afrer-
noon Detectives Pohder and Kratz, with
the Anne Arundel county authorities,
searehed the cottage for the picture,

Told Women Of 0ld Afailr,

Oneof Mrs. Brandon's confidantey was
Mrs. C. A. Friemel. Mrs, Friemel ssid
yesterday that Mrs. Brandon frequently
#poke about her former suitor, stating
that they were engaged for three years,
and that she had bis picture hidden in
lier home where her husband could mot
find it. She told the snme story to Mrs.
C. A. King, whose husband is slso em-
ployed in the Government service and
who lives next door to Mrs. Brandon.
On the other side of Brandon's cottuge
lives a negro, the Rev. B. 8. Williams.

Queationed by the detectives, the
. minister stated that he had not heard
avy outcry yesterday, and that he had
R suspicion that nuything was_ WEOmg
in the Brandon -home. Mrs. Khig also}
told the detectives she had heard no di

turbance. S
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Physicians Sure Of Murder. ‘
The noople hera hold tas theoriss,
Some suspect that the woman wns mur-
drred by a negro wha gained entrance
into the house and hid in the basement
until Mr. Brandon lefi. Others believe
that she wos seized with a fainting spelt
and in folling struck her hend, which
caused the bruises and enta,

Dr. 1. C. Joyee, who, with Dr. w.
H. Hopking, perfarmed the autopay,
statrd to the deteetives that he was cer-
tajn thut the woman had been murdermd,
heing struek with o heavy blunt inatra-
went, probably & hammer.  Her death,
he said. wag due to straggulation and 2
brain licnarrhoge eansesd by o blow on
the forchend. The skull was not erushed
ar {ractured,

Dietectives  Pohler and Kratz nnd
Sheriff Suallivan are of the nl':i“l"“ that
the woman was in the kitehen of her
home when she was attucked, The door
of the refrigeentor was broken off. Mr,
Brandon suted that when he loft home
the donr of the refrigerator was intaet.
The finger printa about the neck. the
detectives ray, indicate that the waormn-
an wns seized from behind. ‘
Think Murder Occurred In Kitehen

The detectiven are confidrnt the wom-
gn was mordered., They admit they
bave a pmzzling case. They Lave their
suspicion, _and the investigation they |
make in Baltimore this morning is ex-
peeted to gettle one theory.

Physiciangs who were first  called.
slated the woman must have been car-
ried wr dragged to the hedroom. The
'house where the Brandons live ia a fonr-
room cottage.  Brandon told the deteo
tives that on Tuesday night he and his
wife slept in the front room, ordinarily
called tlie parlor. The bed clathing on
the bed in the middle rom, on which
Brandon found his wife, had not been
disturbed.

Brandou and his wife were married
last October in Raltimore by an Epis-
copal minister. They eloped from Wash-
ington. It is understood that neither
Brandon mnor his wife have seen her
parente since their marriage, having
become estranged because of the wed-
ding. Recently the murdered woman
bad urged her husband to leave An-
napolis to return to Washington. It ia
stated that Brandon had practically
made arrangements to lenve the Govern-
ment service, but he was waiting until
their child was born.
~. Coroner William S. Weleh, health of-
ficer of Annanolis, will hold an_inquest
Friday night.

SLAIN WOMAN IN CITY FRIDAY

 Mrs. Brandon Visited Her Sister,
‘ Mrs, Nettle Redmond.

One week ago today Mrs. Brandon,
‘fBe woman found murdered in Annapolis
Wednesday night, accompanied by her
'brother and sister, both under 15 years
old, came to this city to pay a visit to
 their sister, Mrs. Nettie Redmond, 1608
‘_Mordand avenue. Although Mrs. Bran.
don .was found dead Wed‘nudly after
noon, it was not until yesterday after-
noon that Mra. Redmond was informed
of the tragedy. 8he did mot see the
morning paper, and was shocked when
she recéived a telegram from Mr. Bran-
don telling her to come to Annapolis 'at

once.” LT

A few minutes after she got the
message a peighbor met Mrs. Redmond
and expressed her sympathy. Then the
sister was shown 2 newspaper account of|
the myrder. .An hour later Mr, and Mrs.,

,li}t’ﬂh" Mrs.- Bodmond - told a fri
here before leavilig-for' Annapolis, ¢
far as T knew she had no.fear:of any;
 one..and ‘het domestic” relations we
- rently ‘happy! .
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