YOUNG WIFE FOUND .
NURDERED IN HOME

Mrs. Valentine lnndon Bl-h M
Annapolis Five Bonn Before
Crime Became Xnown.

HUSBAND REPORTS DISCOVERY

w-nl-’- Skull I'l‘-t-nd Aad Bvi-
Of It Seen =
Bultimere Detectives Called In

. To Ilmvestignie,

- Annapolis, Md., Aug. 8.—A tragedy,
nnpnn“nled in the criminal ennals of

wag Itted here some
time “toduy.

° Valentine Brandon, l ltenompher
and typewritor employed st the Naval
‘Experiment Station, scroes the Bevern
river from the Naval Academy, returned
to his home on Second street, in the
westorn sortion of the city, this efter-
noon, at the end of his day's work, and
found his wife, Mrs. Lottie Brandon, 8
corpse, -

Mrs. Brandon had been in delicate:
bealth for several months and was soon
to b a mother, and her hdsbeed
according to his statements. thou(ht she
had been seixed with a fainting spell.
He called in severa! neighbors, and it
was thep that it wan discovered that she
was dead.

Woman's Bkull Fractared.

An jnvestigation revealed the fuct that
she had beeh struck on the head with
some blupt instrument and her skull
fractured. Finger prints on the neck
also showed she had been strangled.

Dr. William 8. Weich, city health offi«
cer, who examined the body. said Mrs
Brandon bad been dead five houra ot
more.

The woman was found on the bed with
her bead in a nool of blood. Her blood |
was spattered on tho bed clothing and
on the floor, and there were other evi
dences of disorder about the bedroom
and kitchen. Everything was turned
topsy-turvey and the door of the refrig-
erator showed evidence of damage.

Crime Shreunded In Mystery,

The erime is shronded in mystery. The
family of Thomas King, an instructor at
the Naval Aesdemy, wha lives noxt door
to the Brandon residence, heard no ont-
cries, aceqrding to statements made to-
night by Mrs. King. Nor did anyone
clse in the neighbnrhood hear any com-
{ motion, aceording to all information that
| has been gathered.

State's Attorney Nicholas H. Green
and Sheriff John R. Snllivan immedi-
ately held an investigation. Baltimore
detectives were sent for and the affair
will be sifted to the bottom.

Brandon is 22 years old and his wife
was 2? Years, - -

Ncighbors say that Brandon and bis
wife appeared to be ‘s very congenial
couple. Brandon iy the son of Mrs.
Marths Branden, 718 Sixth street
northeast, Washington. The mother
‘| came to Annapolis immediately when
| triends of the son advised her at his
f request of the murder.
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