qVDEN WOULD TALK
10 WOHEN ACCUSERS

Wmmd Man Wants To
" -point Out Gallows They
Erectea’ For Him

goNs A

: ¢t slury Perkins and

e g Crdits 1 want to
i ,,,!.:y ,.,. <, the scaffold that
,,,,,:V . i rause of having
n.;‘((,, . Lo hung upon on

"nﬂ',‘-( o e 1 want to shake'

ands arit tell them T torgln'
”’ (l::e e and advise them to
:'u:h' with Geul #O 48 10 meet me
s Reven’ dramatically  declared

o owiden This morning.

spowdedi (B mo
n,:“,, eniv this morning that a
,-;lzelx staenient. written by Georgia

on st the cdnoation uf the colored_
"uw‘bu s senlenrced ta hang Feb-
::., 3y for the maurder of Mrs. Lottie
.n‘donA in Aupnst, 1917, was com-
sed  The <latement was in prep-
tion veRLeTAY Lut was not com-
ged umtil s morning. and was not
w Snuwden until this morning,
o the m.me time being duly witnessed
p Imy Watehman Basil. In this
;umem snowden reiterates his pro-
31008 of mmnocence, declares his
e of Heaven and asks forgiveness
{ thuse who have testified against

[ -3

ssonden Remalns Cheerful
Sanding within the very shadow of
g pllows. the condemned man, with
e than 1w weeks of lite before bhim,
peains unshaken in his claims to be;
arely mnocent of the murder ol;
pis b v aecused and for which he |
s e He is bearing up exceed-‘
sy well is cheerful and spends
pik of his time singing, He s visit-
€ requently by hix spiritual adviser,
fa. Holt. awl welecomes the visits.,
Geergia Boatem, of AsbuPy colored
dutel. who 1~ o frequent visitor to
g 2 and et ax spiritual adviser
Ba the It singing and Dl’ly‘n‘
vt hem when thiey wish, has been
s with Snowden of late. She pre-
st the  slement which Snowden
daated at.i later wigned. The state-
e wan preated in (he presence of
B Watrhiman Masil, after comple-
W2 was anbnntted to him for vert-
faior and was signed fn his pres-
& v Snowden

Writing Showed Viemness
s chutactets hettuying  iiliteracy

Woantnabanile (linaibicss surnloot sabaas

[fust a3 It is written at his

them 80 they can meet me in Heaven.”

[fore God nor man, to say I did do|

ﬁo way | shaped mine, for when 1

dictation:

compieted only “this
“On August 13, 1917, I, was at -work
watering the horees u/tho fountain
near the Market and feur men
up and teld me they winted me to
to Mr. Grien's office. I told them
wait until I carried the money
to Mr. Parlett’s office. 8o I carried
the money there; and Mr. Parlett told
me to huarry back. When I went

was accused of the crime, and God
alone Enows how I-was treated. Hut
my hesrt is clear of all hptred and
malice against my enemies. I have

I only ask God to forgive

“l want to thamk all of theéss who
have taken such interest in me since
I have been locked up in prison. As
true as there is a God ] am an inno-
cent . man. For one year and six
months I have been a great sufferer,
thoigh I have told them all, time and
again, that 1 was innocent. They tried '
to make me tell a lie and say I diad it.!
And 1 wouldn’t take a false oath be-

something that I did not do. I have
never been to the lady’s house and I
have never seen her in my life to
know who the lady was, and I had|
never seen her husbamd unmtil I saw
him at Towson, on the stand, and if 1
have to die I will die telling the truth.
Christ was put to death by his en«'{
mies, though He waa'proven to me in-
nocent, but they cried, “crucify Him,”
and I am no greater n He, but in
my weak way I will day as Stephen
said when he was stoned to death,
“Father forgive them, for they know
not what they do.” i

“I also want to thiflk Rev. Briscoe,
who was my first spiritual adviser, for:
visiting me and bringing me swaet:
words of cheer and telling me about
the love of Jesus. And Rev. B. 8. Holt,
my present spiritual adviser, who is at
my side each day and night, offering
up prayers to God that'l may grasp
hold of faith and get in touch wilh
God. And Mrs. Georgia Boston, Mrs.
Armita, Dennis and others. whose
songs and prayers helped to save my
soul from hell.

“The Lord has redeemed me from
sl of my sins. There is nothing more
that I can do for I have told the truth,
and 1 shall go in the presence of God
telling the truth for God loves the
truth and not a e, and 1 kpow for
myselt, that the Lord has redesmed
my soul. 1 want to warn young men

shape their lives out different from

was younger. my mother used to cnrey



1 with Snawden of late. She pre-
1 the’ statement which Snowden
led and later signed. The state-
was prepared in the presence of
Watchman [asil, after comple-
& was submitted to him for veri-
vr, and was signed in his pres-
v Snowden.

Writhag Showed Firmmness
tharacters betraying  {lliteracy
prarenthy indicating perfevt. phy-
control the name of John Snow-
was aftixed 10 the document, im-
stelv afier which Snowden arose,
W his right hand and declared
rsively .

Lthe presence of God every word
Is written here is true.”

wden hux expressed a wish to
wernor Harrington but not, ac-
of o the Boston woman, because
ishes to make uny plea for clem-
W him but rather talk over the
i general with him, to thank
fof his interest, There is no ex-

tion qha 'varuor Harrington
womply with 1he request as it is
dere is nothing: more 1o be done.
M%den’s statement. preparation of
5 %as begun on February 9 by
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“The Lord has redeemed me from
all of my sins. There is nothing more
that I can do for I have told the truth,
and I shall go in the presence of God
telling the truth for God loves the
truth .and not a lie, and I know for
mynelf, that the Lord has redeemed
my soul. 1 want to warn young nien

shape their lives out different from

e way 1 shaped mine, for when 1
was younger, my mother used to carry
me to the Sunday achool, but after
the d.ord took her away, I strayed
away from my Christian priunciples.
But. since 1 have been in prison and
the Christian people visiting me, 1
have been brought to the foot of the
Cross and washed in the blood of

Jesur and now his tgme light shines
into my soul. And asf§ shall step out
of time into eternity " the twenty-

eight of February, I shall go into God's
presence, not as a murderer, but as
an innocent man, and there I shall be-
hold my dear mother, who left me bt
a staall boy to battle in this world
alone before I go to the scaffold.

“1 would like to see Mrs. Mary
Perkins and eister. I want to show
them the scaffold that they have been |
the cause of me being hung, on Friday,
February 28. Then 1 want to shake
their hands and tell them that I for-
give them for the false oaths they
taken agapinst me and to get right
with God, s0 as to meet me in Heaven
for as true as the Lord is upon His
throne, when the breath leaves this
body of mine 1 will be safely in the|
arms of Jesus.

“JOHN BNOWDEN."




