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Of Woinan Doctors, Has
- Long Record Of Service

Before '-I'He'DaSrs Of Mecﬁcal

‘School;c; Open To Wé;mep In

Baltimore, This Plucicy Harford County Woman.
' Devoted. Her Life To The Profession

¢ ¢ "THE city of Baltimore has
. ! been exceedingly :appre-
ciative of and- kind to
its women physicians, as is mani-
fested by their appointment . to.
many municipal rpositions for
which their medical training has’
fitted them.’’

The speaker was Dr. Amanda | Taylor
Norrig, 10 West Twenty\-ﬁfth street, and"
Dr. Norris.ought to know, for she has
the distinction of being the dean, as it
were, of local women allopathic physi-
cians. She has been practicing medicine
in Baltimore for over 40 years—Ilonger
than .any other woman physician of the
city so far as is known.

“I became a physician by a combina-
tion of accident and sudden inspiration,”
said Dr. Norris. “From the time my
brother was in rompers my father, Wil-
liam P. Taylor, of Harford county, had
said *This son is to be a physician,” and
he became one, graduating from the
University Hospital in this city. I at-
tended the graduating exercises when
my prother toorx his degree, returning
the “same day to Harford county. -On -
the train I picked up a néwspaper and
read of the comfnem;ement exercisés, oc-
curring during the game week,_,in:Phila-
delphia, of the Woman’s Medical Col-
lege of Pennsylvania. There was no
medical gchool then open to women in
Baltimore. Doubtless the commence-
ment I had, just attended had made a
jeeper impression upon me than I knew ;
some convincing word spoken by those
delivering the addresses. :

“WWhen I read of the medical opportu-
nity open to women in Philadelphia I
suddenly felt that I too wanted to de
something; to become’ a_physician, al-
though I had never thought of such pro-
fessional vocation before, and had never

been farther away from .my country
home than Baltimore and the scheol I
had attended in Western Maryland. I
knew life only upon a Maryland planta-
tion, and a pleasant enough life it was,
too. My father had taught me to ride
horseback and to row @nd skate upon
Bush river, but he was willing to humor
what he thought was a passing whim. .‘I
will give you two weeks to get tired of
it all and come home,’ he said on bidding-
me good-by, but the call was stronger
than he realized. - - )

 Came To Baltimorze.

“By the time I had graduated i 1880
and was ready to enter upon my profes-
sional life, my father had died. I was
undecided whether to practice in Har-
ford county or in Baltimore. My
mother, however, preferred to come to’
Baltimore to live and I had many rela-
tives living here who promised to em-
ploy me as their physician,.which they
did., Hence I started with a practice
already assured, which ‘expanded and
continues to the present time. One
other woman, graduate of a homeopnthic
medical. school, practiced in Baltimore
when I began my :professional life, but
she died.

“I suppose,” said the speaker with a
most gentle little smile, “that I ought,-
as a pioneer woman physieian, to have
had to battle with opposition from men
physicians, but truth to tell, I received
only enocuragement and co-operation at
their hands. Dr. J. Edwin Michael,
also from X¥arford county and ac-
quainted with my family, was then prae-
ticing medicine in Baltimore and told
me if I ever needed his help he would
give it. Dr. John Jay and Dr. Opie
were also good friends and in any crisis
when I feared to rely upon my .own
knowledge or judgment I was able to call
upon these repres entative men for aid.

“From the beginning I was a general
practitioner, and wery soon I was &p-
pointed upon the faculty of the Mary-
Innd Medical College—a co-educational
medical school established upon Paca
gtreet near Franklin that had a few
years’ existence and a few graduates,
but went out of being when the Johns
Hopkins Medical School was established
and the Woman’s Medical College of
Baltimore opened its doors.” I was a
member of this Ilatter faculty also, hold-
ing the chair of materia medica, and my
associates of the staff were Dr. John
{ Winslow; Dr. Willinm D. Booker,
specialist in children’s diseases; Dr.
‘| Randolph Winslow, the distinguished
surgeon ‘who went later to the Uni-
versity Hospital; Dr. Thomas A. Askby,
of Virginia, whose specialty was obstet-
rics; Dt B. B. Brown, whose daughters,
Jennie gud Mary Brown, are now prde-
ticing physicians; Dr. J. T. Smi!:h; Dr.
Eugene ¥. Cordell, who -gave instruc-
|.tion in tht practice of medicine; Dr.
Trimble; Dr. John G. Jay, surgeon;
Dr. Richard Henry Thomas, hali-
brother of James Carey Thomas, and Dr.
Preston, who specialized in nervous dis-
eases. ~

An Experienced Staff.
° A wonderfully earnest and experi-
enced group of men they were, whose
ambition it was to make the standard of
| the Woman’s Medical College so high as
to justify its existence to those of the
medical profession who opposed the ad-
‘|'mission of women to medical colleges.
It was finaneially embarrassed much of
the time, as it enjoyed mno State assgst-
ance and had no endowments. I think
the city helped it a little id return fof
free hospital service,. The fac_ulty was
frequently assessed to sustain it, but it
wias rich in enthusiasm and-able men at
the helm. Dr. Claribel Cone was one of
my pupils there, and afterward herself
one of its faculty, and I instructed Dr.
Flora Pollack, Dr. Fannie . Hoopes
and many other women swho _havg addgd
distinetion .to profesdsional life in this
ity. ’ . ;
¢ ‘YThe ndmission of women to the Johns
Hopkins Medical Sechool ‘removed from
the Woman’s Medical Gpllege of Balti-
more its reason for being, but.I do mot
believe Miss Mary Garrett would ever
have made her gift to the Johns Hop-
kins Medical School conditional upon its
admitting women to all the prnjﬂeges
enjoved by men had not the Woman’s
Medical College of DBaltimore given
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in its graduates such high examples of
womanhood and medical efficiency. The
classes were small -and cach student re-
ceived individual instruetion, which. to-
gether with the high requirements, emi-
nently qualified them for their profes-
sional work. That cdllege was the en-
tering wedge into professional life . for
wonmen physicians of Baltimore.

. “Medieal science has developed great-
1y during the years I have been prac-
ticing, and the.days when there were
only horse-car lines and o heavy snow-
storm was likely to tie them up. I reeall
once walking through snowdrifts from

my office—at that time corner of Har-

lem and Fremont avenues—to Hamp-
ton to attend a patient. . Not that this
was at that time anything unusual, but

the occasion happens: to cling to my
memory. Whereas ip those days I pur-
sued my way alone so far as women med-
dcal associates were concerned, today
there are probably.30 or-more women
physicians, graduates of allopathic medi-
cal colleges, in professional life ir Bal-
timore.”, . .

Dr. Norris is a2 member of the Medi-
‘cal and Chirurgical Fsaculty of Balti-
more and of a group of medical women
of the allopathic school who are banded

together and meet moathly, and which
includes many of her former pupils.

. “Nr. /Norris is the Nestor of medical
women in Baltimore,” said one of them.
“As a'teacher she was both capable and
conscientious and endowed witha ge’x;t]e‘,
unassuming dignity that endeared her to
her pupils.” .

That same_gentle dignity is character-
istics of Dr. Norris today. She has the
repose of manner combined with alert-
ness of mind and promptness of action
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that marked many of the men who he}ped
to mold her pr9£e§$iona1 career. .
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