The Sun, 1 November 1920

Mins M. Carey Thomas, Of Bryn
Mawr College, Presents The Rea-|
sons Whieh, In-Her Judgment,|
Make It Imperative Why 'Wemen
Should Vote Against Harding.

“To THE EpIToR OF THE SUN—S8ir:
Ishall be greatly obliged if you will
kindly allow me to state in the Balti-
more SUN why it seems to me that|
women should vote against Harding?

‘Women should vote against Harding
because we believe that the League .of

Nations is the supreme issue now before
the United States. Because it is the
first great practical step toward inter-
national peace ever taken in the his-
tory of .the world. Because we know
that it is now in active operation and
has been joined bﬁ over -forty big and
little nations. ecause the, Vnited
States, the four enemy countries who
will soon be admitted, and Bolshevist
Russia are the only important nations
now remaining outside.
. Because as _long_ as the two party
system rules in politics we believe in
holding strictly responsible at the polls
the party that defied our will and hu-
miliatedus by refusing, in a  series of
‘intolerable attacks on our Chief Execu-
tive that were published in every foreign
country, to .ratify the Peace Treaty
and to enter the puineot Nations
‘which we through him  had proposed to
the world. R T
- Because we  utterly repudiate the
insidious’ ReYublican argament that we
shall in reality be veting againat the
League of Nations if we cast our votes
‘for Cox and the. Democratic ticket for
the man and the party who from the
first platform plank to the last Demo-
cratic speech’ have: stood . four square
for immediately singing  the Peace:
Treaty and the League of Nations.
Because as'independent women voters
we _have . read: for -ourselves- the :text}
of the Teague of Nations and we know
that most of what is ‘said- aganinst it is
absolutely false. ~We know: that .the
four amendments (offered by Senator
Hitcheock, the Democratic leader of
‘the  Senate, and accepted. by the Presi-
dent but flatly refused by the Republi-
can S’e‘natox:s{ safeguarded our consti-
tutional power to make or refuse to
make war, the Monroe Doctrine and all
domestic questions such as Japanese
irnmigration, and provided against-the
danger of our being outvoted by Great
Britain ‘and her dominions on matters
affecting the United States, We know
also that the constitution of the L e
of ‘Nations nermits any -nation to- with-
draw after giving two years notice. “We
dlso kpow that no ‘human invention
igperfect, first or last, but that,if we
join the League as it now is, its ‘con-
stitution, like the constitution' of ‘the
United States, can be modified as may
seem best: and we further know that
in making such modifiications the finan-
cial power and moral force of .the
United states will give us a preponder-
ating influence. o
Because as brand-new citizens of the
greatest and most. peace. loving democ-
racy of the world, now newly réspon-
sible with men for its course of gétion,
we must under’ the two  party. s#yiitem
rewuse to vote against that party .which
brought. America into the great ‘war
with a united people behind her, and
brought America out of the war hold-
ing the greatest position in the civilized
world, admired and followed by our
allies, almost worshipped by Belgium
and the oppressed races of Europe, with
an opern goor in_ front of her for her




|

‘| movement. for..social

a4 - opcL - Qoor 1D Lrount o1 1ner 1or: acr
ideals; and even for her commerce; such
as she-had never known before. Because
under the two party, system we must
repudiate by our votes that party: who
factional politics have temporarily  de-
prived us of this proud and -splendid
vosition. .'We must make sure that no
political party ever again dares to put.
party -politics before  ‘the highest: in-
terests of the American people.
Because, -finally, there.seem to. many
women, of whom: I am. one; that there
is good reason: to:believe that .Cox and
the  Democratic  party “will pay more
regard than Hardihg and the Republi- |
can party ‘to'’the interests: of women
as:-such and give usmore opportunity
to work out our s‘)ecial women’s .prob-.
léms'- in - respongible *government - posi-.
tions; and that :tth%1=l)emocratic ‘party
will prove: to be in.the future, as during

| the: past eight: years, more. responsive

than“the Republican party-to the. great
: ) :{]usticeuan‘d« equal

finaneial oppertunity that is now sweep-

ing over:the world. - R
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