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‘Blue Baby’ Operation

BALIIMORE (AP)—-Thou-

mds'ef babies. may owe

their lives to the fact no
women’s liberation mave-
ment was afoot in 1924.

Otherwise, Dr. Helen
Brooke Taussig' would not
have specialized@ in pedia-
tries and 17 years later,
help find a ecure for the fa-
tal infant heart -ailment,
“blue baby.”

“It was one of those
life when what
the time. later
tunity™ Dr. Taussxg, a re-
tired staff member at Johns
Hopkins Hospital, - uud in
an interviéw. 2

Dr. T;g sig, 173, was de-
nied an F(Qtpsmp tp in medi- :
cine after. her.gradtation ™
from the Hopkins School of
Medlcme because one wom-

had been Occeptedufo;- th& nedin Qe hem to ithe . T -think I've ¥

post. , 'y defect charagter- been -mofe- of a suuecess g
The would;;u;t p& Y '. ﬂ blue colotltfoa “Wwith ’lhlt. I’'ve done than I |&

two wol in thé same - of would have been with mar-

field,, Dr T;ussig .oxphm-f-_

ed, so-hedacidedto,;ut;m,

of a surgeon in Boston who

ask “If you can tie off a-
ductus, why can't you build
a new one altogether.”

When Dr. Alfred Blalock,
a surgeon, came to Hop-
kins, Dr. Taussig worked
out- the details of the oper-
tion with him, The first suc-
cessful “blue haby” opera-
tion was performed nearly
30 years ago and Dr. Taus-
sig estimates it has' saved g
thousands of newborn lives. |3

Though Her life’s work |5
was-w ith  children, .the
white-haired - physician ney-
er married.

“Aperson can’t-do evéry-

}, she ‘helped de- thing she wants to in life &
VB%’ 4He first suceessful -#and T've had other-experi- }'~
operation for “blue babies.! -ences that 1 wouldn’t have =
victims of a congemtal ¢on-." had if I had married,”
Tau said,

. professor emeritus -of pedia-
_trics, sttill. puts in_gight
hours nearly every day at
Hopkins.

“R e'tirement hasone
meaning,” she once told an
associate, ‘you sink into
. your bed -at -the end of the
day, -exhausted, .and hope
that the phome doesn’t rmg
until morning.”

Dr. Taussig, named last
week as the first woman -
“master 'in- the American
College_ of Physicians, spe-
cialized in ‘pediatric cardi-
- ology after she joined the
Hopkms staff in 1924.

in pediatrics. had tied off a vessel lead- |:

She sfayed in the-field ing to the lung. “Not being [;
for -a. haif-centyry -and.de- 'a surgeon” she said, “it |:
spite her status as gave me. no difficulty to |}
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