First Woman to Hold Post

Vivian Simpson to Take Oath
As Md. State Secretary Dec. 15

Miss Vivian V. Simpson, Rock-
ville attorney, will be sworn as
Maryland's first woman Secretary
of State December 15 at 4 p. m..
Gov. W. Preston Lane, jr., an-
ounced yesterday.

The announcement confirms an
axclusive story printed in The
Washington Post October 24 say-
ing that Governor Lane would ap-
point Miss Simpson to succeed
Bertram L. Boone 2d. as Secrelary
of State. Boone has resigned. ef-
fective December 13, to accepl a
Federal post.

Miss Simpson. a native of Wash-
ington, resides al 241 Park ave.,
Takoma Park. Md.

Miss Simpson was elecled the
fi* st woman president of the Mont-
gomery County Bar Assgciation in
September after serving two terms
a vice president. She is the only
woman member of {he association.

For seven vears, Miss Simpson
served as a member of the Siate
Industrial Aecident Compensation
Board. of which she was first
woman member, resigning in No-
vember, 1347, 10 devole full (ime to
her law practice with the firm of

Simpson & Simpson of which her
brother. former State’'s Attorney
Joseph B. Simpson, jr., is the other
membery.

Miss Simpson now is serving as
vice chairman af the commission
Lo study and rewrite the workmen's
compensatior law. A report is
expected to be presented to the
1951 session of the General As-
sembly. She also is a member of

"the Maryland Traffic Safety Com-

mittee.

Miss Simpson. 46. was graduated
from George Washington Univer-
sity and received her law degree
“with distinetion” in 1927. and in
April. 1928. was admitted to the
Bar of the Maryland Court of Ap-
peals. Because of her standing in
law school, she was admitted to
the District of Columbia Bar with-
out examination and without wait-
ing the customary five-vear period
fur entrance without examination.

The firm of Simpson & Simpson
was coupsel 1o the Monigomery
County Commissioners from 1938
to 1940 and both Mi<s Simpson and
her brother have had a prominent
patrt in Democratie political cam-
pdtgns 1n the county and the Siate.,



