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THIS IS A reproduction of the invitation that Mr. Frisby is mailing
to persons across the face of the globe. He is addressing all of them

himself.

“It’s been a long, long pull,” re-
calls Herbert M. Frisby of the 13
years he has spent convincing the

state of Maryland that it should hon-

or Matthew “Alexander Henson, the
first American to set foot on the North
Pole. ;

History = credits Admiral Robert
Peary with discovery of the North
Pole in 1909, but it was later reported
that Mr, Henson, who accompanied
him, had actually set foot on the pole
first, when he was sent ahead by Mr.
Peary who had become exhausted.

“It’s been my religion to get the
state to recognize Henson in a mem-
orable and creditable way,” is the
way Mr. Frisby describes his 13-year
project. Now at last, the state has
‘agreed fo give its native son the hon-
or he! deserves. :

A memorial bronze plaque with Mr.
Henson’s face in basrelief, and a
short inscription below, will be un-

veiled on Saturday, Nov. 18, by his-

widow, Mrs, Lucy Henson, in the old
Senate chanibers at Annapclis which
. .once served as the Capitol of the
‘United States.

* A gavel made from wood of the
| home where Mr. Henson was born in
~Nanajemay, Charles County, will call
" the meeting to order. - PEER;

A formal ceremony in the House of
Delegates chambers, presided over by
Mr. Frisby, will precede the unveil-
ing.

The Henson memorial will be in the
same hall with a bust of another
Maryland Arctic - explorer, William
Schley, who in 1884, rescued the ill-
fated Adolphus Greely expedition.

® B %

THIS UNVEILING of the Henson

plaque is a dream come true for Mr.
Frisby who even as a youngster had

o i i

Frisby

Herbert M. -Frisby was born in

Baltimore, and graduated from
the Baltimore public schools.

He is a graduate of Howard Uni-
versity, and of Coppin State
Teachers College.

Mr. Frisby received his mas-
ter’s from New York University,
and has done further graduate
work at- University of Maryland,
University of Pennsylvania and
Chicago University.

From 1930-59, Mr. Frishy was
head of the Douglass High School
Science Department., He retired
in 1959.

During his life-time, Mr. Frisby
has made 17 trips to the Arctic
region and Alaska.

Mr. Frisby made his first Arctic
trip in 1944 as Far North corre-
spondent for the AFRO-AMERI-
CAN Newspapers.

In 1956, Mr. Frisby flew over
the North Pole where he dropped
a U.S. flag and a bronze plaque
in honor of Matthew Henson, co-
discoverer of the North Pole with
Admiral Robert Peary, in1909.
Mr. Frisby’s ~daughter -in - law,
Frisby, live at 3403 Bateman Ave.,
which he appropriately calls the
“Igloo.”

His son, H. Russell Frisby, is a

domestic relations analysis in the
Criminal Court of Baltimore.
Mr. Frisby’s daughter-in-law,
Mrs. Kathryn Frisby, is vice prin-
cipal of Sir Robert Eden Elemen-
tary School.
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® For 13 years, Baltimore teacher Herbert M.
Frisby has tried to get the State of Maryland
to honor one of its noted native sons, Mat-
thew Henson, co-discoverer of the North

Pole.

On November 18, a memorial tablet will be

unveiled and dedicated at the State House

in Annapolis.

Henson was born in Nanajemay, Charles

County, Md. April 6, 1959 was proclaimed
‘Matthew Henson day in the state.

By Garey Reynolds

a desire to reach the North Pole.

He realized the dream while serv-
ing as far North correspondent for the
AFRO in 1956.

It was in this year that Mr. Frishy
flew over the North Pole, dropping a
box containing a memorial to. Henson
and some other articles belonging to
him,

Mr. Frisby sent some 2,000 special-
ly printed post cards to persons all
over the world, announcing that he
had crossed the same pole by plane
as Henson had by foot.

“All this was to focus attention on
Matthew Henson,”” Mr. Frisby stated,
and it worked.

The trip was covered by UP, AP,
the AFRO, and numerous other pa-
pers all over the world. A clipping of
the event was sent to Mr. Frisby
from far off Belgium.

® % ®

IT WAS 13 years ago that Mr. Fris-
by conceived the idea that Maryland
should pay tribute to Mr. Henson, a
native son.

As Mr. Frishy recalls the initial re-
action to his idea, everyone agreed
that it ‘“‘could not be done,” because
Maryland was not going to so homor
a colored man.

Theodore R. McKeldin, then gov-
ernor of Maryland, echoed this senti-
ment and with the chief executive of
the state in such a frame of mind, Mr.

Frishy could easily have become dis- .

couraged.

¢ 4

who attended the event to write the
state, inquiring about Matt Henson.

They received this information “as
welcomed knowledge which t hey
should have been told of long ago,”
Mr. Frisby says.

He made sure, too, to invite im-
portant members of the legislature to
sit in.

An increasing number of newspaper
clippings on Henson, sparked by his
own lectures, were sent to politicians
by Mr. Frisby, encouraging them to
write for additional information.

%* % %

FINALLY IN 1959, after trips to the
Arctic, countless lectures, and the
1956 episode, Mr. Frisby sent a re-
quest to Governor J. Millard Tawes,
asking him to proclaim April 6, the
50th anniversary of the Peary North
Pole discovery, as Matthew Henson
Day.

The governor replied he would in a
formal letter to Mr, Frisby. Framed,
the letter now hangs on Mr. Frisby’s
basement wall, along with many other .
citations, Henson’s personal effects,
and glass cases of Arctic souvenirs.

That same year, Mr. Frisbhy sent a
“feeler bill” to the House of Dele-
gates asking a memorial for Matthew .
Henson at Pomonkey  School in
Charles County. -

' The bill, jointly supported by Balti-

~more’s Fourth and Fifth District, leg-

‘islators,. passe’d; ‘wgth little trouble,
e L]

"U1t was a frustrating task,” Mr.

Frisby 'admits, ‘“but I would not be
daunted.” i
* Kk ®
IN THE next years, Mr. Frisby
traveled to every corner of the state,
and visited other states, when he
could get invited, telling literally mil-
lions of people of Matthew Henson.
He visited schools, churches, clubs,
gave lectures, demonstrations,
showed slides and movies of his Arc-
tic travels, always reminding those

' WHEN THE committee, appointed

by Governor Tawes, and chaired by
Mr. Frisby, met to iron out final de-
tails, Mr. Frishy balked, asking that

“'thermemorial be placed in the state

Capitol.

His reasoning here was to insure
the memorial’s safe - keeping. At
Pomonkey, he felt, it would be in
danger of marring or damaging.

For this, he was told, he would have
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a e p——

| HESON DEDICATION — Invitations are being sent out to persons
all over the United States by Herbert M. Frisby, most responsible for

the honor being paid to Matthew Alexander Henson, co-discoverer of
the North Pole. Mr. Frisby has been busy at his home for the past
several weeks, addressing the invitations, which carry the 1959 U.S.
postage stamp, honoring the 50th anniversary of the North Pole dis-

covery.

to introduce another bill.
He did, and it too, passed with little
difficulty. Mr. Frisby admits lobbying

Henson

~ Matthew Alexander Henson,
was born August 8, 1866, in
Charles County, Md.

While working in a Washington
hat shop, then a young naval en-
gineer, Robert Peary spotted Mr.
Henson and asked if he would go
on his' expedition to locate the
North Pole.

Mr. Henson accompanied Peary
on seven Arctic trips, the last one
ended in discovery of the North
Pole, April 6, 1909,

Peary, Henson, and four Eski-
mos, planted the American flag
at the North Pole—the first in the
world to set foot there.

Mr. Peary, in his memoirs, has
given most of the credit for his
success to Mr. Henson—because
of his endurance, loyalty and Arc-
tic skills.

From 1913-46, Mr. Henson
served as customs collector for the
state of New York.

.In 1949 Mr. Henson was cited by
the Department of Defense, and
in 1954, commended by President

Eisenhower at the White House. He
also received a Congressional
Medal and an award from the
Chicago Geographic Society.

When Mr, Henson died in 1955,
the Maryland Legislature passed
a resolution acclaiming this great
man, and mourning his death.

L

in behalf of his bill during the last
session, whenever he could.
® %k

HIS WORK on behalf of Mr. Hen-
son, won for him the Order of the
Blackeyed Susan, citations from Cop-
pin State Teachers College, Howard
University, the American Chemical
Society, and the Tota Phi Lambda So-
rority.

Mr. Henson, before he died, knew
Mr. Frisby was doing this work in his
behalf, and once remarked:

“Mr. Frishby has brought me the
two highest honors I have received,
a citation from the Department of De-
fense and an invitation to-wisit'the
President, Dwight D. Eisenhower.”

Some 1000 persons are scheduled fo
fill the chambers to overflowing, for
the dedication of the plaque in An-
napolis.

Included in the list are Andrew
Hatcher, associate press secretary to
the  President; James C. Evans,
counselor for the Department of De-
fense; Commander Edward Peary
Stafford, Admiral Peary’s grandson;
Clifford Mackay, AFRO editor; Dr.
Russell G. Frazier, Explorers Club,
New York City; Governor J. Millard
Tawes, Dr. Martin D. Jenkins, presi-
dent of Morgan State College; and
Mrs. Henson.

The dream of a man who wanted
to be the second colored American to
reach the North Pole, and then to give
full honors to the first, has finally
come frue,

Now busy writing a book on Hen-
son, Mr. Frisby is a most determined
man. "
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ernor of Maryland, echoed this senti-
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the state in such a frame of mind, Mr.
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who attended the event to write the
state, inquiring about Matt Henson.

They received this information “as
welcomed knowledge which t hey
should have been told of long ago,”
Mr. Frisby says.

He made sure, too, to invite im-
portant members of the legislature to
sit in.

An increasing number of newspaper
clippings on Henson, sparked by his
own lectures, were sent to politicians
by Mr. Frisby, encouraging them to
write for additional information.

%* % %

FINALLY IN 1959, after trips to the
Arctic, countless lectures, and the
1956 episode, Mr. Frisby sent a re-
quest to Governor J. Millard Tawes,
asking him to proclaim April 6, the
50th anniversary of the Peary North
Pole discovery, as Matthew Henson
Day.

The governor replied he would in a
formal letter to Mr, Frisby. Framed,
the letter now hangs on Mr. Frisby’s
basement wall, along with many other .
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"U1t was a frustrating task,” Mr.

Frisby 'admits, ‘“but I would not be
daunted.” i
* Kk ®
IN THE next years, Mr. Frisby
traveled to every corner of the state,
and visited other states, when he
could get invited, telling literally mil-
lions of people of Matthew Henson.
He visited schools, churches, clubs,
gave lectures, demonstrations,
showed slides and movies of his Arc-
tic travels, always reminding those

' WHEN THE committee, appointed

by Governor Tawes, and chaired by
Mr. Frisby, met to iron out final de-
tails, Mr. Frishy balked, asking that

“'thermemorial be placed in the state

Capitol.

His reasoning here was to insure
the memorial’s safe - keeping. At
Pomonkey, he felt, it would be in
danger of marring or damaging.

For this, he was told, he would have
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Some 1000 persons are scheduled fo
fill the chambers to overflowing, for
the dedication of the plaque in An-
napolis.

Included in the list are Andrew
Hatcher, associate press secretary to
the  President; James C. Evans,
counselor for the Department of De-
fense; Commander Edward Peary
Stafford, Admiral Peary’s grandson;
Clifford Mackay, AFRO editor; Dr.
Russell G. Frazier, Explorers Club,
New York City; Governor J. Millard
Tawes, Dr. Martin D. Jenkins, presi-
dent of Morgan State College; and
Mrs. Henson.

The dream of a man who wanted
to be the second colored American to
reach the North Pole, and then to give
full honors to the first, has finally
come frue,

Now busy writing a book on Hen-
son, Mr. Frisby is a most determined
man. "



