JUDGE O'DUNNE
DIES AT 84 AT
MAINE HOME

Colorful - Lawyer And
Junst Was Contro-
versial _Character

Eugene O'Dunue, whose wit,
wisdom and flair for controversy -
helped make him the most color.
ful judge ever to sit on the Su-
preme Bench of Baltimore, died
in retirement yesterday at the ago
of 84,

- He had been: Ml and almost
totally blind since March, 1958.
Death came at Dgumquit, Maine,
whére he and Mrs. O'Dunne had
made lhe:r home zince late Aast’
year, '

F'uneral services, to be ar-
‘ranged, will be held in Baltimore
iwhere he first startled the citi
Zenry in the early 1900's as a
swashbuckling  young political
reformer who ripped and hacked -
at the established . Democratie
machme at times, and courted 1t
.at athers. -

, He ran for State s attorney

‘three times—in 1911, 1915 2nd 1519

—only . to be lcked by the bosses

he berated.

" Named To Bem:ll In"* o
Then .in 1926, 1o the surp.risa

of many politicians, he was ap.

|pointed fo the Supreme Bench by
the late Gov. Albert C. Ritchje,

He was elected that same year
and remained in office until he

reached the statutory retirernent

age of 70 on June 21, 1945,

.. In bidding him hail and fare-
well thet day, someone said of
"“Though aggressivenesses is an -
essential of his pature, self- -con-
ceit i3 not.

- “For all the vmlence of his
opinions, this. mar, whom thou-

sands bave come to fove, had and

still has that kind of intellectual

humility whlch dnly' “a féw'
achieves"

In (ypical o Dunne fas.iﬁon.
'Judge O'Dunne huffed and puffed,
'said his retirement was forced by
a constitutional “imbecility,” then
plunged into the. private practice
of the law and more controversy,

- He. remained active and bellig-
erent until his last illness,

Q&st last year. he' painfully

ed out a letter on atypewnter -
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llof them and outraged some of

‘| his

[terpieces of judicial literatyrs

p—

he could barely szee, a lettep
harpl;( critical of the *sitting
g8 principle as one . which
“puts the judges lkmes-deep iy
politios.” - . :

tnop-of spow-white hair that was
once flery red was dominated by
a sense of fair play, :

As a judge, he was the scoutpe
of ihookmakers and numbers writ-
ers. If he could catch them
rights, he woutd mete out-the stiff-

" But prosecuting aliorneys priped
at limes. that he was over-

the law, even il he did not agree
o’ some of’ {5 (Wists ana’ tirns
that could -give the bookies ap
escape-hatch. ’

Used Whipping-Post Law
Despite some - crisshingly-long

|senténces eted oul-to wiohg.

dders, Judge O'Dunne was, at bot.

would take advantage ol the ojd
law which gave him the right to
septence wife-beaters to the whi
ping post, then tell the sheriff io
take it easy in applying the lagh
He also set himsell up as 3
aneanar popamilias to gee do
that " the civil “rights . of citizeng
were not abridged by actibns of
Lhe Police Department. .

Once, in. excoriating members
of a grand jury who refused i
indict a policeman who had hit
a woman in making an arrest, he
thundered: e
~ "A police officer who uses hig
nightstick or blackjack in effecting
ordinary arvests of unarmed cigj.
zens is wholly lacking “in the eqy.
ception of the fundamental -dutieg
of a police officer, is devoid of
perstnal courage and is either 5
coward or & bully—and probably
bath.™ . o

" Grudges Disappeared
Though he fought with the best

Baltimore's most solid citizens by
forthright ulterances ' gp
diverse topics, he was no man i
bear a grudge, and few bgre
|grudges-against him for very long.
- For instance, he was electeq
president of the Baltimore City
Bar Association within a few yearg
after be called it a “spineless yng
supine organization.' o
His lactics on the bench myde
lawyers boil at times, but

-Someofllisnpirﬁméuimm
and some -of his letters to the

their writings, werd masterpiecas
of ironic beard-pulling..

His relations with his fellow
judges - wece: often - strained, pe-
cause he would criticiie them, if
he thopght they needed criticigm
as quickly as he would a. book-
maker he thought was trying to
corrupt the Police Department,
Keen Student Of Law

Judge Q’Duniw', Colorful
Lawyer, Jurist, Dies

(Continued from Page 8) -

The :tall man with the unrulyf-

est kind of fines and jail sentences,

‘|scrupulous in seeing (o it that the
gamblers pot the [ull benefit of

tom, a soft-hearied man, oné whe!

‘Iwould continue filing their ca'set::g State's atlorney, was bea.te.n by .

editor, when he disagreed with|.

At 84
circled for the aura of publicity
which: constantly surrounded him,
* He gave_an oblique answer Ly,
that criticisri st a public dinne,
ip J93¢ wben be 4 g
“The public is entitied to knoy,
what " its public’ servants .arg
doing, and how they are doing it
and why they are doing #."” -

Father Arizona Judge .
Judge O'Dunne was born June
22, 1875 in Tucson, Arizona, where
his._father Edrmund F. Dunne (why
had dropped the “0” from the
family name) was a territoriy)
The red-haired Eugene came t,
Baltimore as a young man ang
entered’ the University of Mary,
land School of Law, getting hig
degree in '1900. : !
After a fling as an explorer iy).
South Arperiea”in 1303 he 1o
turned to Baltimore and ey |
Larked Opon hig Tolalile carew|-

Young " O'Durine * won appoiny.|
ment thal year as an assistap
State’s attorney, but soon proveq).
to be one of the biggest politicy
“mavericks’ on the Ballimory|
scene. - . -
Among other things. he orgay,
ized the Young Men's Democrat;;
Ledgue witich, ¢a ¢he anneydncy
of some.of the bosses, proved tg
be. a highly independent - groy,
that refused lo take orders froiy|.
on high. - :
He soon became. & guiding lighy
of the bar association he hyq
eastigated as supine., ..

Some judicial reforms. he pry,
posed during that period of by,
career; - reforms which later wey,
enacted into law, included on,
abolishing minimum sentences j,
eriminal cases, the setting up of 5
Pecple’s .Court for the trial, of
petty. civil cases and one leading
to a reorganization of the atiy,
ney general's office.

Although he proudly bore th,
labet of political “independeny-|
and difd not hesitate to rip awy

at the entrenched Democralic iy,
ching, Eugene O'Dunne, neverth,.
less, respected party organizatiog,
and, perbaps with tengue-in-ches)
he described himself as *'old-liy,
ofganization Democrat’® while |,
was ‘making his first rm forl-
State's attorney im I911. -

Bt the bosses wonlD oot "iaker
him then and the future judg,
who had just resigned as d

the Detnocratic machine .
He %as so used to saying 4
many things on 30 many-subjey.
that. he. dccasionally came 4
cropper, - . :

i Suffyagette Trouble - |-
*In that 1911 éampaign, for 5.
stance, hie got inlo trouble wiy,
the ‘women suffr: when 1,
said he befieved in equal suffrage |
“?%g‘_iﬂ sputs:” ] ym
vut an earlier- O'Dunne stamng;{ )
espousing their cause: -

The period between his unsi,.

Judge O'Dunne war revarcad

|cessful efforts to become Statgry



-fhis court.

-Some of hig opinions were mas.
.tlerpieces of judicial Iiterature,
and some of his letters to fhe

thelr writings, were masterpisces
1of tromic be%‘;d-p‘ﬂling
'\ His relations with his fellow
Jjudges - were ' often -strained, be-
{cause be would eriticize them, if
-he thought they needed criticism,
as quickly as he would & book-
maker he thought was irying to
,|corrupt the Police Deparirnent.
Keen Student Of Law
Judge O'Dunne was reversed
fairly frequently by the higher
eaarts. Ta fact, he said once that
1I'm only a stoplight on the way
to the Cour tof Appeals.”
But even his bliterest m‘tics
-| acknowledged he was a keen stu-
dent of the law.

1 More of;rhat he said arécllmdid
ot into fhe newspapers i
tghe twenty yearshepw:;s on tﬂg
"jbench than most of the rest of the

-1judges put together.
: be was criticized in legal
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jeditor, when he disagreed with] .

-|have been “muuled" during hig|

..]career, teaching eriminal [sw and

Jtaw in 1983,

e
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many things on so many- subjects
that he oecas:anally came a2
cropper

- Suffrageite Tmble RE
In that 1911 campgn; for in| .
stance, he got inth trouble with|
the women suffragettes when he| -
said he believed in equal suffrage| -
“gnly in spots.'’

The wmn&mmed:ateiy tratieg!:
out an earlief O'Dume statement
espousing their cause.

The period between his unsuoe.
cessful efforis to hecome State's
attorney and his elevation to the
bench was taken up, in the usuall
O'DBunne manner, by public serv.
ice, the practice of his pro!es'.‘
sion and controversy.

He regularly stactled Baltlmore
as he hanged away at things ang
persons he did not kke.

After & brutal robbery-and mur.
der, for instance, he called p
Demiocratic leader “kmg of the
underworld.”

It would have been to_taliy ok
trary to the O'Dunne character tp
fet the black robe of a judge stifle
his enthusiagém for saying exactly
what he wanied to say. -

Backs “Sass” To Policeman
. 8o, his Iriends were not a bit!
surprised when he set forth in one
of his fivst opiniens that to “sass”
a policeman was no disturbénce of)
the public peace, atheit it was a
disturbance of sald pnhCeman s
mitd. -

Those same friends chuck!ed
when, on the day of his retire
ment, Judge O'Dunne professed tol

L

twenty years as a jurist,

Te_quote him: exacily

"I've been fenced in for twenty
years jud:mally, and somewhat
muzzied in pubhe expression; and
emancigation .. . comes . A a2l
reliel,

[ was always accused of belng
a publicity hound, and I probably
plend "guilty on every accusation.
People ought 10 know {he theory
under which the judiciary func.
tions—nothiog sacresanct a
just-a lot of fiction.'” :

Two days alter he stepped down
from ihe bench he was back in
court as a praclicing Iawyer .

Years before he left the bench,
he begar another phase of his

ut iy,

medical jurisprudence at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, the Johnsg
Hopkins Medival- School-and .the|--
University of Baltimore. - '

He gave up both his-teaching
duties snd-his “sctive prsctlce ui

o icilldrel Sorvive
i Judge O'Dunpe was first may.
nbd in 1904 to the fortner Miss
Elise M. Reardon. They had &ix| -
children, Loar of Whom are living,
That union ended in 1535 with' the| =
death of Mrs. O'Dunne at their
Blue mdge Summit (Pa.) sumner

In 1950 Judga O'Dmm marrisd|
' Mrs. Helen Keep, ofSwthOmge -
N.I., aid Ogunquit,’ Maine. :

Inaddmmtahiswlle :Ja
O*Dunne is sarvived by a
ter,, Mrs. Joth.Winand.o('h‘




