IS ANXIOUS TO PRACTICE LAY

Mins Ltita . Maddox’s Plnns To De
Admitted To The Bar. |

Miss Ftta Haynle Maddox, whose gradu-
ation from the Bailtimore Law School gave
- especial Interest to the coppmencement ex-
ercises of that school held on last Thursday
night, sald yesaterday that she wanld make

every nossible effort to secure the right to
Dractice law In Daltimore. £She would ask
tirst of ell, she satid, to be granted the privil.
lege of taking the examination next fall for
adinisslon to the bar. Her next step wlll be
to petition the State Legisiature to strike
oyt the word “male” from the statute con-
cerning the right to practice law.

Miss Maddax does not anticipate a8 great
deal of opposttion to the change she hopes
fo bave made in the iaw, I don't think,"”
she snld, ‘'there I1s actual antagonismtohav.
Ing women practice law in MNaryland. 1
think the statute has retained its present
form, not because ourlegislators have wished
to exclude women from the legal profession,
but simply because the men have not given
any thought to the opening of that field to
women. A great many of the men here do
not reallire that women have been admitted
to the bar In a0 many States. When I told
a liwyer In town the other day that womon
were allowed to practice law In New York,
In Pennsylvania and in many of the other
Eastern States he said: ‘Why, I thought
they were only allowed to do it out on the
prairies.’ _ |

“I have been asked,’” she continued, "*why
I should make any effort to be admitted to
the bar here when I could be admitted with-
out difficuity to the bar {n any of the other
States — there are 37, I think—In which
wdmen are allowed to practice law. But
I have no desire to leave Maryland. Besides
that there is as good a fleld here as elne-
where for & woman to practice law if she
can oniy be admitted to the bar. And I am
willing to make the effort, not only for my-
self, but for other women who may wish to
take up the same profession. I hope to get
what I want without encountering any se-
rinus opposition, but I am prepared for dis-
courngements, If 1 am refused the privi-
lege of taking the examination for admis-
sion to the bar I will Xeep on asking unt!l
I get permission to take it. If the next Leg-
islature refuses to strike out the word
‘male’—well, I'll petitlon again, that's all.*




