Miss Etta Maddox And Other
Wbmeh Before Uommlttee
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' Forolble .\rg"(u:nel‘.rtnH Prelented F'or
Openinc The DoorJ ot Lezal Prac-
tlce ’l‘o All Who Ai'e Cbmnetent. -

[Specml D!spatch to t_'f Baltlmore Sun.]J.
_ ANN‘APOLIB, MD., Feb 20. ——MIBB Etta H.
Maddox. of Baltlmore, Who recently grad-
uated at the Marylanq University Law
School and' was refused admission to the
bar on account of her éex made a strong
appea! to the Sennte Jndlclary Commlttee

this afternoon. - A bill making legal the ad-
mission of women to the bar has been in-
troduced in the Senate and is now in the
handa of the committee, -

Accompanying Miss Maddox were . Mrs.
Ellen Foster, of Iowa, a member of the
bar: Miss Laura Clay, +0f Kentucky; Miss
Gail Laughlin, of the New York bar; Mrs.
M. B. Thomas, of Maryland, and Mr. H. B.
Blackwell, of Mnssachusetts

‘The hearing took place in the Senate

chamber. Most of the Senators were pres-
ent,, besides a great many other persons.
. Denator Spencer C. Jones, who 18 dlstin-
guished as one of the handBomeﬁt and most
gallant men {n the State, made no seecret
of hi§ Intentfon to vote for the bill, and if
Miss Maddox had asked him it is belleved
he would have made a speech.

President . Hubner sat in his own chair
'behlnd the committee, and regarded the
delegation of ladies with a countenance
which beamed with sympathy and good in-
tentions toward their bill.

‘At the close of the hearing Senator Bryan
told tbe ladies that the committee had lis-
tened to them with pleasure and profit:
that they would consider the bill with care
and, he hoped, decide upon’it with wisdom.

Miss Maddox Intrdduced each of the

spenkers with appropriate remarks, most
happlly expregsed. -




Practiced With Hor Hulbnnd
Mra J. ‘Ellen Foat«ir of Iowa, WAS' the]
?ﬂrﬂt speaker. She told ot her otwn -admlis-
‘sfon to the bar In 1873, - She studied 1w,
she sald, to keep her husband at homé and-
prnctlced in partnershlp with him. While
_gngaged in practlce ahe cared for her chll- ~_
“dren |
- Dr Cora Paton of Mlnneapolls, aatd that '
the test of genlus {8 to know. when to act,
and Maryland has néw an opportunity to
‘enact a law which will be historical. She
- dId' not .ask it as a matter of chlvalry,_
though she had alwmys heard of the chiv-
‘alry of the South, but as a matter of right.
It 18 not a revolutlom but an evolutfon, and.
-the -admission of. ‘women to the Maryland
,Bar nlll surely come. = S
Kentucky "N’i The Reucue. S
~_Miss Laura Clay, president of the Equal
inghtq Socfety of Kentucky,  was Intro-
~duced as a genuine. Eouthern woman. “She
.8aid her matemalgr ndfather, Elijah Wen-
.fleld, was_ a Marylander and that she s no
-stranger . to  the methods of Maryland
thought. “Kentuckﬂr is indebted to Mary-
land,” she said, “for much of its civiliza-
tion. and Kentucky treats women most lih-.
erally. Civilization is measurod by the ad-
_vancement of the woman.  We do not un-
“dervalue chivalry and do mof think the
- chivalry- of "American men, North and
. 8outh, ‘can be bea:ﬁ but I appeal,-in the

-name of justice; for the right of women to
‘earn thelr bread. It is'a ‘mater of strict
| -jJustice. The State is injured when it

mekes it harder foﬂ any woman to make )
lh lng’ 0w .

A Brilliant Plea. e




-

Miss Gafl Laughjin, a practicing attor:
ney of New York, /was the next speaker:
She wasmost simply and becomingly dretsed:
in black with a ln¢e collar and cuffs, She.
said she was aaklng for nothing new, but
simply that Maryland should return to her
inclent spirit of Ilberality; for the .firat
woman to practice]law inthé United States
was Mirtress Margaret Brent, of Mary-
land, 250 years ago. She gave her bx-
perience as a practicing atorney and sald
there 18 nothing In the way of it. In 83
States women are admitted and only in 7,
including Mnaryiand, are they excluded, In
five the questlon has not arisen., Mias
Laughlin reviewed the decisions upon the
subject and made a legal argument of de-
clded force and a5)lllty She statedq that
{in France. Indla, Cansda, Japan and other
countries women dre admitted as lawyers,
There are many $vho prefer to. be repre-
scnted in the cou.rts by women and it is
thelr right to havé them. In the schools
women have stood highest and have' been
declared to have ‘the best legal: abllity of
thelr classes. 'If the people don’t' want
women lawyers they - will-get no practice.
All the women are asking for is the op-
portunity to use the abllities they have to
promote right and justice. From time lm-
memorial the lawi has been typified by the
figure of a woman. The speech was an
earnest and most forceful one and was-'
heartlly applnudéd

The Only Hnn. | B

Henry B. Blackwell, of Massachusetts.,
gald: ‘‘This 1s not a question of woman
suffrage. It is aimply whether a woman,
entirely qualiﬂe(L will be permitted to
practice in the courts. You should not put
A siur on the woben of Maryland by say-
Ing they are -Inferlor to those of other
States.”” He res {ewed the history of the
r“ndmlaslon of wamen to the bars of va-
rious States, and declared that a Southern
State, Missouri, has the honor of being the
first to admlt thém. .
- In conclusion Miss \Iaddox thanked the
cowmlttee for thelr courtesy and the Mary-
‘Iand men who were present for their at-
tontlon to the speeches which ‘had been
'-mnde f B S A




