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Two statewide organizations endorsed sitting Circuit Judges Donna Hill Staton and Diane O. Leasure yesterday in their bids to
retain their seats in the Nov. 5 judicial election.

Members of the Maryland State Bar Association and the Maryland chapter of Women Veterans of America said they chose the

sitting judges over their challengers -- District Judge Lenore R. Gelfman and Jonathan Scott Smith - because of their judicial
temperament and experience.

The state bar group's announcement was actually a
"reinforcement” of its earlier endorsement of Hill Staton and Leasure in last spring's primary and its opposition to contested judicial
elections, said spokeswoman Janet Eveleth.
The group endorsed all sitting judges across the state who are running in the general election, she said.
"We do not support contested elections. Judges shouldn't have to be put in the position to campaign,” Eveleth added.

Meanwhile, the 57-member state women veterans group has entered the electoral fray for the first time.

"The sitting judges have demonstrated judicial temperament, strength in sentencing violent perpetrators, and compassion for the
victims," said Loretta M. Jacoby, the state commander of the veterans group.
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