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Gerald J. Curran
submits letter of resig-
nation after 32 years.

Del. Curran quits;
ethics probe ends

2[27)93

Longlegislative career
ended by investigation
of business dealings

He denies any wrongdoing

Md. House is spared
turmoil of potential
disciplinary action

By THOMAS W. WALDRON

AND WILLIAM F. ZoRz1 JR.
BUN SBTAFPF

Del. Gerald J. Curran sub-
mitted his resignation from
the Maryland House of Dele-
gates yesterday, ending a 32-
year legislative career under
the cloud of an ethics probe
into his business dealings.

In a poignant letter to
House Speaker Casper R.
Taylor Jr., Curran denied
that he had violated any
ethics laws and said he was
leaving to protect his health
and to spare his family fur-
ther stress.

“For my entire career as a
legislator I have never used
the influence of my office for
personal gain,” Curran wrote.
“I am sorry the end of my ser-
vice to this body had to come
this way but — as we know —
we must all endure hard
times in this life.”.

Curran’s decision — fol-
lowing what he called a “me-
dia frenzy” about his business
activities — spares the House
from having to consider disci-
plining a longtime legislator,
as the Senate did last month.

In a wrenching vote on
Jan. 16, senators expelled
Larry Young after concluding
that he had used the prestige
of his legislative office to ben-
efit his personal businesses.

Curran, a Northeast Balti-
more Democrat and member
of one of Maryland’s most
prominent political families,
did not respond to requests
for comment.

He was expected to make
what will likely be an emo-
tional farewell speech on the
floor of the House today. His
resignation is to take effect at
lpm.

Curran, 58, a Towson-
based insurance broker, was
due to appear Monday before
the General Assembly’s Joint
Committee on Legislative
Ethics to defend some of the
insurance arrangements he
has entered into in recent
years.

The committee’s investi-
gation was launched this
month after The Sun report-
ed that [See Curran, 6a]
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Del. Curran resigns, ending House ethics probe

{Curran, from Page 14]

Curran developed potentially lu-
crative arrangements with state
offices and private enterprises
withissues pending before the leg-
islature.

'After receiving Curran’s resig-
nation letter, the ethics commit-
tee Voted late yesterday to end its
investigation, and Taylor and Sen-
ate _President Thomas V. Mike
Miller said they agreed.

*The Joint Committee apprecl-
atgs that any further action in this
inquiry would be a difficult,

nne -consuming process for ail
mdambers of the General Assem-
bl the committee’s co-chairs

in a letter sent last night to
Taylor and Miller.

<The Joint Committee there-
fom concludes that it would be in
theé public interest for this inquiry
toibe terminated upon Delegate
Curran’sresignation.”

Faylor, a close friend of Cur-
ran’s, credited him with making “a
todigh decision.”

#Delegate Curran has a very
high regard for the institution he
hab'spent 32 years in,” said Taylor,
a Gumberland Democrat. “He also
ha$a very high regard for the fami-
ly e loves. When you put it to-
ge@er, that’s how he came to his
degision.” '

In one case being scrutinized by
the ethics panel, Curran pushed
forseven years to establish an in-
sumnce program for the Universi-
ty #System of Maryland's 30,000
enfployees. He sought help from
his-contacts in state government,
1n uding then-Gov. William Don-

* Schaefer and Comptroller
LomsL Goldstein, the newspaper
reported. :
en the program was finally
apbroved, Curran served as the
breker for the winning bidder.
THat arrangement, which he re-
ported to the ethics committee,
could net him tens of thousands of
doltars in broker’s fees.

PDocuments obtained by The
Su} this week further described

h‘

how Curran pressed state officials
to cut through red tape that stood
in the way of the program.

Curran “did make it clear that
this insurance program .. was
probably the biggest single deal
that he handled as an insurance
agent and that it was very impor-
tant to him,” Gerald I. Langbaum,
an assistant attorney general,
wrote in a memo describing a con-
versation with the delegate.

In a second case, The Sun re-
ported that Curran, who headed a
House committee that considers
legislation vital to credit unions,
was the broker in an arrangement
between an insurance company
and a subsidiary of the state’s
largest credit union.

The Sun has since learned that
Curran actually became an unpaid
officer of a subsidiary of the credit
union as part of the deal to sell au-
to and homeowners insurance to
its 180,000 members.

Last June, he became assistant
secretary of Security Financial
Corp., a wholly owned subsidiary
of the State Employees Credit
Union Inc., as part of an agree-
ment to split his insurance bro-
ker’s fee with the company.

He did not disclose that ar-
rangement to the ethics commit-
tee.

In another deal, the paper re-
ported, Curran also did not dis-
close that he was the broker for an
insurance deal with the University
of Maryland Medical System — a
private company that receives
millions of dollars in state assist-
ance annually.

While Maryland law does not
prohibit the state’s part-time leg-
islators from doing business with
companies that have issues before
the Assembly, it does require
them to disclose potential con-
flictsofinterest.

Curran temporarily stepped
aside Feb. 10 as chairman of the
House Committee on Commerce
and Government Matters after
the articles raised questions

about possible ethical breaches in
his insurance work.

For the past two weeks, Curran
has scarcely appeared in the State
House or the House office build-
ing, and colleagues have said that
he was deeply wounded by the
newspaper articles and subse-
quent investigation.

The stress of the ethics investi-
gation had been plain on his face
the last two weeks, and he was
taken to an Annapolis hospital
once after complaining of chest
pains and an elevated heart rate.

Some confidants had urged
Curran to resign rather than go
through a painful ethics probe and
possible punishment by the full
House of Delegates.

Some family members and oth-
ers, meanwhile, wanted him to
fight through the ethics inquiry,
sources said.

Members of the ethics commit-
tee remained tight-lipped

. throughout about possible viola-
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Statement: From left, Jervis S. Finney, Sen. Mike Collins, Senate
President Thomas V. Mike Miller, House Speaker Casper R. Taylor Jr.
and Del. Kenneth Montague speak to the press about the resignation of
Del. Gerald J. Curran.

tions of the ethics law.

But Jervis S. Finney, a former
federal prosecutor who was hired
as independent counsel to lead
the Curran investigation, sug-
gested that the matter before the
committee was a serious one.

“The joint committee already
has shown its ability to act — and
act decisively and responsibly —
on whatever facts come before it,”
Finney said this week. “T'0 assume
otherwise would be a big mistake.”

Curran said in his letter to Tay-
lor that the ethics investigation
“has been the most stressful event
in my life and the decision I am
making today is in consideration
of my health and family.”

He has complained to some leg-
islators that he would not be able
to get fair treatment from the eth-
ics committee in the wake of the
forceful action taken last month in
the Young matter.

Curran made clear his unhappi-
ness with the ethics committee
process.

“You should also know that the
procedure under which the Joint
Committee on Legislative Ethics
is operating could be much im-
proved upon to give the accused
some semblance of due process,”
Curran wrote.

“I think what he did was coura-
geous, and I support him in mak-
ing his decision,” said Nevett
Steele Jr., a Towson lawyer hired
by Curran. “I think it was in the
best interest of everyone involved,
including the legislature.”

Miller said Curran had spared
the Assembly more ethics-related
“turmoil.”

“I salute him for doing what
was best and honorable,” said

.Miller, a Prince Georges Demo-
“crat.

A spokesman for Gov. Parris N.



Curran’s letter of resignation

Here is the text of Del. Gerald J. Curran’s lelter to Speaker Casper R.
Taylor Jr., resigning from the Maryland House of Delegales:

Dear Speaker Taylor:

Please accept my retirement from the Maryland House of Delegates
effective Friday, February 27, 1998 at 1:00 p.m.

I want to thank you and all the members present and past for the
wonderful thirty-one years of past service. I have worked with the most
dedicated and talented people one could ever meet. I will always have
many fond memories of these years of service.

1 feel very strongly that I have done nothing improper in my pursuit
of my profession as an insurance broker in my dealings with the
University of Maryland System and, to my knowledge, no one has
suggested that I had. I believe that I have not violated any of our ethics
rules and have disclosed all matters required of me. For my entire
career as a legislator, I have never used the influence of my office for
personal gain.

The sad irony of my present situation results from the following:

1.1 consulted with two separate lawyers concerning the legal
requirements of our ethics laws.

2.1 was advised that the disclosure of the insurance program with
the University of Maryland System was appropriate even though it had
been the subject of a public competitive bid; both lawyers advised that
no further disclosure was required.

3. Prior to this legislative session, I had disclosed that insurance
program.

4.'This voluntary disclosure on my part became the basis for the
current media frenzy suggesting impropriety on my part; without that
disclosure, there would have been no newspaper story. I simply don’t
know what else I could or should have done.

The fact is that I am a man of modest means and this limits my
ability to resist further the allegations brought against me.

1think you should also know that the procedure under which the
Joint Committee on Legislative Ethics is operating could be much
improved upon to give the accused some semblance of due process,
such as, the right to call witnesses, the right to review the committee
files before the hearing, and other rights consistent with fairness.

Next year, I willreach the age of sixty and some knew of my plans
not to seek re-election in 1998. The time has come sooner than I had
planned. I am sorry the end of my service to this body had to come this
way but — as we know — we must all endure hard times in this life.

1 know I will be remembered fondly by many of my colleagues, staff
and friends who have shown their affection and care in prayers for my
family and me during this trying time. I know, too, that I will be
remembered well by hundreds of persons whom I have been able to
help through the years in my capacity as a legislator.

1 should also share with you that this has been the most stressful
event in my life and the decision I am making today is in consideration
of my health and family. As hard and as hurtful as this has been on me
and my family, I find great peace and satisfaction in a public life well
served.

You may be assured that you and your good work will always be in
my prayers. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Gerald J. Curran

Glendening said he “wishes the
delegate well.”

The five-member Democratic
State Central Committee in Cur-
ran’s 43rd legislative district will
choose someone to fill the vacan-
¢y. By law, the governor is obliged
to appoint the committee’s nomi-
nee to the House.

Pat Gorman, a member of the
central committee who had
planned to run for a House seat
this year, said last night that she
will be a candidate to serve out the
remainder of Curran’s term.

Sun staff writer JoAnna
Daemmrich conlributed lo this ar-
ticle.



