Arnick
readies
his return

Former delegate
said to want to fill
House vacancy
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John S. Arnick, the former Dun-
dalk delegate who lost a judgeship
earlier this year In a controversy
over sexist remarks, wants to be ap-
pointed to his old seat in the House of
Delegates, sources say.

Mr. Arnick has prepared a re-
sume to submit to the Baltimore
County Democratic State Central
Committee next week, when sources
said he will declare his intentions to
the four Dundalk committee mem-
bers and to the Democratic senator
from Baltimore County, Norman R.
Stone Jr., the 7th District's senior
legislator. : e

The former delegate deélined to
comment on his plans yesterday, but
did say, “No one ever questioned my
voting record” during his ténure in
the House. K ~

The seat Mr. Arnick resigned in
January to accept an appoiritment to
the District Court bench became va-
cant again on Aug, 31 with the unex-
pected death of his replacement in
the House, Edward G, “Nipper”
Schafer. )

Mr. Schafer, a Central Committee
member, died of a heart attack at a
political softball game in Towson.

The Central Committee will de-
cide who serves the 15 months re-
maining in the legislative term.

- Mr. Arnick resigned from the
General Assembly In January to ac-
cept a judgeship and had already
begun hearing cases when his con-
firmation by the Senate was short-
circuited by a controversy over vul-
gar and sexist remarks he allegedly
made to women lobbyists.

He eventually withdrew his nomi-
nation and returned to private law
practice. . - .

. Two months ago, Gov. Willlam
Donald Schaefer said he had lined.

up a state job for Mr. Arnick, but 80

far, nothing has materjalized. =

Mr. Arnick's return to the leglsl'ai, |
ture could revive the controversy,

but* several Dundalk political
sources, including at least one Cen-

tral Committee member, see a clear
reason for returning him to the Gen-
eral Assembly.

“John did a hell of a job when he
was down in Annapolis,” said Antho-
ny Narutowicz, one of four remain-
ing Dundalk Central Committee
members who must vote to fill the
vacancy.

Marlene Planowski, another Cen-
tral Committee member from Dun-
dalk, said she would have no trouble
voting for Mr. Arnick, though she
said no choices have been discussed.

The other two committee mem-
bers, Janet Wood, and Joan Am-
mon, could not be reached for com-
ment yesterday.

Other politiclans from the area
sald it would make sense to put an
experienced person in the job with
only one legislative session left in the
four-year term. -

Mr. Arnick served in the House
for 22 years and was one of the few
Baltimore County legislators to hold
feadership positions.

These ranged fromjerving eight
years as House majority leader in the

1970s and 1980s to his most recent
Job as chairman of the House Judici-
ary Committee between 1991 and
1993.

The full county Central Commit-
tee will meet Sept. 27 at the Towson
library to fill two vacancies within its
ranks and recommend someone to
replace Mr. Schafer. :

The full committee usually rati-
fies the choice of local members,
with the recommendation of the sen-
ator from that district — in this
case, Mr. Stone. Mr. Stone was out of

town and could not be reached for
comment yesterday.

Under Maryland's constitution,
the governor has 15 days to appoint
whomever the party committee rec-
ommends

House Speaker R. Clayton Mitch-
ell Jr., D-Kent, said he has not-spo-
ken with Mr. Arnick in several
weeks, but sald Mr. Arnick’s return
to the legislature would not cause dif-
ficulties.

“Would it cause any problems?
No,” he said, adding that Mr. Arnick
would start again at the bottom of
the seniority scale in committee as-
signments.

Del. Betty Workman, D-Allegany,
chairwoman of the legislative Wom-
en's Caucus, said Mr. Arnick’s re-
turn to the house could cause some
controversy but added, “I would be
neutral about it.”

She added that if Mr. Arnick were

reappointed to the judiclary commit-
tee.‘hewwldbeonemorevqlce

helping us pass legislation that
would help women.”

'During the controversy surround-
ing his conduct and remarks, Mr. Ar-
nick’s voting record on women'’s is-
sues was never attacked.

Mr. Mitchell and Senate President
Thomas V. Mike Miller .Ir. issuerd an
eight-page policy Wednesday that de-
fines sexual harassment and estab-
lishes procedures for reporting, in-
vestigating and resoiving
complaints. -



