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'VER — Just days after

being hamed chairman of the
Senate Budget and Taxation
Committee in early November,
Ulysses Currie was going though
hundreds of pages of state
budget materials.

The third-term senator could-
n't take time to celebrate with the
legislative session — and a host
of tough budget decisions — less
than two months away.

Currie (D-Dist. 25) of
Forestville knows he will be
under scrutiny from his Senate
colleagues as well as the media
as the state grappled with a pro-
jected $1.8 billion "budget
deficit.

He is also the first African
American from Prince George’s
County to chair a Senate stand-
ing committee. He replaces
Barbara A. Hoffman of Balti-
more, who lost her Senate seat

. in September’s Democratic pri-

mary.
“It’s a great feeling,” said Cur-
rie, who has served in the Senate

since 1995 following two terms
as a delegate. He has been a
member of the budget commit-

tee since being elected to the

Senate.
“He knows budget,” said Sen.

Nathaniel Exum (D-Dist. 24) of

Capitol Heights. “He knows the

subject matter because he also

served on the House Appropria-

tions Committee when he was a

delegate. His knowledge will
. serve him well.”

Del. Carolyn J.B. Howard (D-
Dist.24) of Mitchellville, a
friend and fellow educator, said
Currie will make an outstand-
ing committee chairman be-
cause of his strong interperson-
al skills.

“He was an outstanding mid-
dle school principal,” said
Howard of Currie, a 22-year vet-
eran in education. “He’s well-
liked and he knows how to get
along with people.”

Critics complain that Currie

has been slow to take positions
on some critical and controver-
sial issues, but Howard and
other supporters say that lead-
ership style creates opportuni-
ties for compromise.
. “Inthelong run he is benefit-
ing from that compromise be-
cause he knows how to listen to
pgople, and people are more
willing to listen to him,” Howard
said. “He makes people think
he’s giving in, but he’s in control
at all times.”

The Budget and Taxation
Committee plays a crucial role
in deciding what programs and
projects get priority in state
funding, and the committee
chair has a decided influence in
those decisions.

During his campaign, Gov.-
elect Robert Ehrlich Jr. (R)
promised that Prince George's
County would receive full fund-
ing for public school education.
Some of Curries colleagues are
hoping he will help make that
happens. '

“I will remind the governor
of that promise as we go
through the budget process,”
Currie said. “I think we will fully
fund the school system, but we
will have to make cuts in other.
places.

“Right now, we are spending
more money than we are bring-
ing in. We either have to cut
spending or increase revenues
or a combination of both.”
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