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the AFRO Inquiring Re-
“porter also sought reaction
~from the Supreme Pench

s {tself.
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Chief Judge Dulany I0s-
i jer reached in Las Vegas
where he is,‘attcndmg a

" gonvention,
“T don't t

- appropriate
- ment on Jud
The
hands of the De-
f Justicc so0

" enatges.

‘now in the I
. partment 0

. have bhecn advised ihis
morning. .
“ am confitdent that the
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i{here is 1o discrim’mm.inn
“en our bench. e have
'filed an affirmative aciiong
."pl‘an with LIEAA and thal
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: don’t think T ought lo com-

1 am sond
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5 vou ought to look into il. I

~ have no
fer not to.”

*-z_ JUDGE LISS

{thing to say. [ pre-

. &olamon A. Liss: “L
- make the point to you that
~Y {he newspaper says lhe
“Justice Department is
“coing  to enter the in4
vestigation. T am  nol

-~ ahont to comient. ,
. “Jf and when an in-

“vestigation is  made and
they ask my opinion 1 wiit

i he plad {o give it but a

i
L
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this point T say I am not

‘coing 1o p
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T am 1 going fo get inlo a

100 controversy
rnaatler

o that
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When pressed by
AFRO reporfer who
plained AFRO teaders are’
concerned about what the
judges think of the prob-
fems, Liss continued:

“yf an. investigation is
imade T am sure we will be
asked 1o =ay what we
think. T will be glad fo say|
it at that time. oo

7T make this point tol
vou, Judge Howard saidy
that he and some of the

" thel

ex-:

-white judges on the Dench

apparently have tried toi
correct the situation. He
was not Kind enough to say.
who the white judges were
and frankly that puts all of
1s in a position where ei-
ther we've gol fo say we
don't or else we look like ai
bunch of damn fools. T am|
not about to get involved inj

Joe was unfair, but thal's
beside the point.."”

Advised that he as a re-
porter was simply frying fo
get the facts, Judge Liss
responded, “There is no
sense of my ftrying to get
jn the newspaper hefore
the investigation is made.
That’s the purpose of the
{nvestigation.

“1 know whal you have
o do and T am ant quareels
ing with vou. The AURO
and 1 have been on. ex-
cellent ferms  {or  many
years and T am not 20ing
{0 change now. There is no
point in my making comy
ment on what Joe Howard
said—a vague thine. 'n mw
apinien it was somawhat
unfair.” k

Qi Lder in Tha inlery
ed ten minules and
spanned the discussion of!
the -appointment of courly

clerks, Judge Liss con-i
cluded, “employment inj
the court house is {ar fmmé

what it ought to he and 1i
am the first one to admit!
it. Tt is just an l}n[m'l.unnte‘r'i
thing. 2Un @ 5 1070
“r a?x.luﬂ‘uﬁf{ 1o 'sn‘_\r""loi
vou that il is the kind of !
ihing we have gol to work |
on and 1 hope that thisi
problem won’t becloud the’
jssue and that is to {ry to,
he fair to everyone.”
JUDGE SKLAR ‘
Judge Albert Sklar an-!
swered: “Since this might,
he » matter of investigalion:
hy the Department of Jus-!
tice, ! would rather have.
no corament. 1 know that}
disappoints you."”

_ Advised that AFRO read- |

_ think he is a good iudge,

ers say tlnéf'i&f&iﬁf’ﬁ'kliéiﬂ
which one of the judgesi
is heing openminded
about some of the prob-;
lems, and want to know,
how they feel about certain
things. Judge Sklar re-
sponded:  “Basically oty
generally, 1 have found no;
indication of dis;
crimination. You can quote!
me on that.” :

Pressed to discuss Judge,
Tloward’s charge lhat ths:
the judges vole on candi-,
personnel commillee and!
the judge vole on candi-!
dates .for jobs by scecret,i
Judge Sklar, admilted the!
personnel commiltee is alli
white ‘ai the present
lime" T3 Tri- AMPTICAN

Tie then shed Lhis Jight;
on Lthe Briscoe bypass:,
“wut the personnel com-

/ mittce recommended threei

applicants ~ whom they!
thought were qualified:
from a point of view thatj
ali applicants had been in-|
terviewed. I’s always been
the praclice to vole secret!
batlot.”

Aswed avout Judge How-:
ard’'s statement that on
five of the six floors in the;
conrthouse most of the en,

plavees are  while, Judge
Sklar said, “1 doubt iff
that's factually correcld
Don't  forget the clerky

“make their own appoint-

ments
courts. ;
“The bench has nothing to
do with that, As a matter
of lact.” he added. “court
pepoariers have  seversd
ladies who are black. Thev
are vorv good, They have
womy eonrtoand b

of the di{[ercnti

cpree A

{remely efficient, al least
scveral”, .

Later on in the long in-
ferview, Judge Sklar said,
“1 don't know what the fig-
ures are, to tell you the
truth. I am concerned
about people doing a good
job. -1 see quile a lot of
black emplovees who are

doing goad jabs.in fhacourt
honserN %‘8 ‘%75
“0f course Judge Howard

js entitled lo his opinion
and 1 respect his opinion. 1

and a good friend I might
say. I hope T have cleared
up semething for you.”

JUDGE PERROTT

Judge James A. Parrotf
when asked for comment
gaid, “No, you don’t want
any comment from me, ab-

sojutely ne comment. My
LT it

‘@3% QWE Wewg,{”'

10T tell you I will call you,t,
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record so far as I am pér-
-sonz;lly g'oncerncd speaksi
for itsell. A FRO-AMERTCAL

Pressed by the reporter
~that he was quizzing eachj
ol the 20 judges, Judges
Perroit responded: “I willk.ls
tell you what I will do. You§.. '’
kind of caught me in & con-...
ference. May -1 call vo
back? This is not a dodge.f

1 will call. I .will be happyi.
to do it. T will tell ynu'ﬁ
whatever I feel I properlyii .
can.” : L
(Edifot’s  nofe: Judge
Terroil returned the repor-;
ter's call this morning (Fri-}
day), lo state: ‘' have no-
thing to say. We've all de-
cided that in view of the
prospects of any investiga-:
tion, nobody should make
any comment so [ can'ti!
be of any help, bul I pro-}:
mised to call and ['ve lived '
up to my word.”) '
JUDGE LEVIN
Judge Marshall AL
Levin: “I[ Judge Howardj.
chooses to place somethingy;
before the Juslice Depart-i,
ment out of deference tof . 7k it
the judge that does thath ... = 7.
surely T am not going lof o = o
comment on it.”’
Asked how he sces equal

[
i

opportunity practiced in
the court house, Judze :

Levin responded: “Well, il
he has placed this subject’. =0
matter before the Justice/ : .. .
Department 1 really think: =77 .
it will be very improper ol v
me (o comment at all nn{h S
the suhject maiter that hey; :
has pitt there, T am sorev.™
JUDGE GRADY
I Maroid Grade,i
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Judze
(e 45
more: “I have no comment
to make on the validity of
the charges. 1 have no
gualms about an i
vestigation by the Justice
Department.” ,
“Asked his reaction lo
Judge Howard’s charges'
that no black people of any
substance are.employed in
the court house and the
number of black pcople
wnd  women -is minimal,
Judge Grady said, “If
that’s his point of view. 1:%::%:
am nol interested in con- *:
travening or playing any .

siatistical games. I have
no comment.”
JUNDGE  ARABIAN

Judge Mary Arabian
when asked how valid she
thouzht  Judge Hownord's
charges were _responded,
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st .. T veally  don't
thow  how many women
are emgloved there, nor do
T know how many of the
“blacks are employed there
“becanse of the work shift. |
- haven't heen there a year

Syelt e R 1.0'”."
Fater in fhe  inferview

“Judge  Arabian told  the

AFRO reporter, 1

- like to have a lot more in-
formation. T would also hike
to /know the reaction of tha

. yulges as a whole rather
~+ {han on an individual basis
“because if the accusation
" is directed tn the bench 1
" don't see how we can do
canvthing abont the clerk-
©oship, bul T am not sure ex-
aclly what he is referring
{o.”"

JUDGE JONES
Judge  Shivley  Jonoes:

o U“No, it really wouldn’t be

“appropriate to comment. I

am sorry [ cannot assist
. you at this point, not just
because it is before fthe
Justice Department. I am
sorry. T just don’t have any
“commeni for you.”

JUDGE COLE
Judge Harry A, Cole:
“Nobody  would  argus

with  the fact {hal the
bench ought to address it-
sell to discrimination. At
least some of us have heen
concerned.”

JUDBGE borge
Judge  Panl A, Dorf:

“Why don’f vou gel in touch
with Judge Fosler or
Judee Grady who is head

of the personncl com-
mittee?
“If vou want anv infor-

mation, 1 tell you what 1o
do. Why don’t vou gel
In fouch with Chief Judge
Foster or Judge Grady who
is head of the personnel
Docommiliee, .1 don’l wish
to commient on Judge How-
ard’s remarks. . il he
wanis (o make his own
personal remarks, it's en-
tirely up o him but T don't
wish to comiment on it. . "
JUDGE HAMMERMAN
Judge Robert 1. H, Ham-
merman: “I support Judge
TMaward’s position. T think
that the Dench has not
¢ treaied the black commu-
' rily fairly in apportioning
the positions and jobs of

. impertance and  responsi- °

bility in the comrl honse
and T spid this {o the
, Bem:h.-“}{l oo e
. A tbe bench meeling
on June 12, when the selec-
tion of ithe new Juvenile
Court master was {aking
piace, “ithere were (hree
candidates being  consid-
creda. The black candidace,
a white candidate, and a
whifte feinale candidate.
“T vigorously supported
the black candidaie,
Briscoe, and 1 told
Bench T supporied him for
fwo reasons. He was tne
mo sl qualified,
race aside entirely.

-N-m'd’s
tine

leaving

R e AL neaal

YT fatt of the three canci-
dales he had the best qual-
ifications. And, the second
reason 1 supporied him
was tha! T felf there was a
very dive need for mnch
hetler black represantalion
in the Juvenile Coar

“Topointed out that the

Vocanita S hae gpyven

wounld ymasters and one judge in 8

jcourts that are functiening
vand there are two black
faces here (2 nlack myas-
ters oui of seveny and by
actual stafistics 80 per
cent of the kids who come
into Juvenile Coult are
black. T told the Sench this
was not a malter of minor-
ity representation. this was

ol

. . {
a maller of majority repre- «
selation.  ATRO-AMERLCA Wade by Congress or any

“I told the Bench I have
never (aken the position
to support an unqualified
black to sit in the Juvenile
Court, a sensitive court
like that would be a dis-
service to the bhlack chil-
“dren. :
“Until the Court house
i becomes  sufficiently  in-
tegrated, nol with {okenism.
ibat  with  meaningful  in-.
ilegration, T said this to the
‘Bench—if isn't enough lo
{give menial jobs fo black
ipcople and say okay we've’
"given 'x number of jobs to
'black people.
© "I ien't enough to give
Lhe minuscule Kiad of
jobs, shuitling papers and’
things like thal. _

“I said what is impor-
tanl is o give the black
people  meaninglul _].ObS
where they have real im-
pact on the lives of people
— such as a judge or mas-,
ter. These are the kinds of
positions where if is inpor-
tani that the black commu-
nity share properly.

“My posilion is. .I said it
al the Bench meeting and
1 said it al a meeiing last
night and 1 say i to you
now—unless and until the
black community feels this
cour!l house helongs to
them in full measure, until-
the black communily feels
this is their cowrl house as
much as it any  other
citizen's court house, then
you are going fo have the
resentments, the hestilities

18

and the alienation and
you're going to have them
feel that justice is just not
being done properly.

“My fecling is there is
too much tokenism and the
blacks who have been ap-
pointed have heen whal it
has been sort of convenient
to do so. .it should be when
it is right lo do so.

“L support Judge How-
position and 1 am
‘glad he has taken it be-
cause I think it will be a
catalyst for, improvement
and change and I've told
him-that.”

I open mind until after any

_T'm going o make a Walls. who was in N.Y

moton at the st Bench tending = meeting. L
meeling in September that’  Alse Judge Anselm ,So-v., ST
. the personnel conunittee: dayg, David Ross, Rnbert;;ﬁ T
be expanded from threer Karwacki and James W.): o
members fo five members. Murphy.
so there can be broader {7
representation on that com-
mitiee.” : :

JUDGE, HARRIS | ‘
Judge Charles D.?
Harris: “To be perfectly

truthful with you, I haven’t -
checked the information he

has alleged in his lefler. I
was under the impression
that the Bench had made
an honest effort to  avoid

discrimination of any king,
but 1 would rather keep an
kind of investigation is
olher agency. I'm sorry to
say 1 don’t have any direct
knowledge of his allega- @
tions.” ?‘Qf“nuwﬁuw\,lld o L}.(LI%

JUDGE HARGROVE -

Judge John R. Hargrove, ;
one of four black Supreme '
Bench judges: ““I don't
know that much about the
Supreme Bench system

JUDGE JOSEPH C. HOWARD JUDGE J. HAROLD GR/
... Ldon’t know how many |Supreme Bench judge hits I have no comment .
Jobs. I know more about |actions of his fellow judges. . .
the District Court beczuse Joemmmmoeo o
.1 was administrative judge }
there, :

“Now that court (Distriet
Court) ... if you've been '
down there is just about as
wide-open court for hiring,

- as you've ever seen, in fhis
counfry. ‘

“It probably has more :
black employces in top po-.
sitions and throughout the
system than any court T
know of in the sltale of
Maryland, but that’s onlv
because the people who op-
erale the court are' con-;
cerned about the problem,’
that-is Judge Sweeney, and’
when T was there ... 1
Ihinkpllgg.l’s %he difference.

PANRO - AR T A
cARRO-AMERT oA Y - JUDGE JOHM

» ‘ ; HARGPOVE JUDGE R |
1 A ; ey . . ’
JUDGE I‘HOM{\S HThe Dit rict Court is wi'e " sunpert Judge Howa,
Judge Basil A copen. . " charges’

Thomas:—“T really have
no comment to make that 1.
think would contribute any-
thing to the discussion. I
don’t agree with him, hut.
thal is not to say that there!
are notl some valid points, .
il T understand his posi-:
ton. As 1 say, T haven't:
scrulinized it carefully.

“On ‘the other hand, I
don’t feel that decision (ap-;
pointment of masters), was
motivaled by any racial
luas. It doesn't strike me'
loal way. 1f it werfe, T
world be amazed. :

“That's about all 1 can!
say, and as T say | havcn’ti .
examived carefuily Judge
Moward’s letler to Senator| JUDGE HARRY COLE
Beg\l]. I've got a copy of iti"”At least some of us have
which was sent {o me. Ii"l‘ie" concerned’’
really have no " furtheri 7w~ TR
commenl.” -+ o o "y

Other ‘membets 0}9 ‘(ﬁ#’”
Supreme  Bench.  ATFRQ
was unable {0 reach hv!
deadline time is one of th
hlack judges. Robert W.

DGE SOLOMON 1Iss
“In my opinion it is som
—What unfair’




