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The Hon. Harry Augusms Cole
19211999 |

Harty Cole was @ trailblazer: the first Afncan Ameri¢an state assistant attorney general the
. first African American in the Maryland Senate, and the first African American judge to serve on
the Maryland Court of Appeals. Known for- his integrity, steadfastness, and mtell:gence, Judge 1e
Cole’s strong commitment was to cqual j justice for all. -@Aﬂhh

Harry Cole was born on New Year’s Day, 1921, in Washmgton DC the youngest of ﬁvc'.
children of Rosina Thompson Cole, a cook, and Richard Baket Cole, a ta:lor His father died whea -
Harry was 2 baby, and his mothet brought the family to 2 home on McCulloh Street in Baltimore,
the city where she had grown up. By age ten, Cole knew. he wanted to be a lawyer. He graduatcd
from Frederick Douglass High School in 1939, then wozked for a yeax shining shoes and waiting
tables to carn enough to begm ‘his studies at Mozgan State: College, from which he graduated

magna ¢um laude in 1943, ‘While at Morgm, Cole helped ozgamzc a match on Annapolis to '
protest the state’s Jim Crow Jaws, founded and edited the collége newspaper, The-Spokesman, and
served as president of the junior class and the. Student Council, By graduation day he was already
in the US. Army, training for sexvice a5 an officer duing World War II.

After the war, Cole studied at, the DmVCIle‘ of Maryland School of Law, graduatcd in
1949, and became assocxatcd with the Baltxmore law fixm of Brown, Al]en, and Watts. The
following yeat, at age 29, he' czmpaugned unsuccessfully for a seatin tlie Maryland House of
Delegates and the year aftct that for a seat on the Baltimore City Council. Ia 1953, Cole was’
appointed a Maryland assistant. attomey gem::al Undaunted by two political defeats Cole, a-
Republican, won clection to the Maryl:md State Senare, whete he served’ from 1954 to 1958. By -
defeating a rival from Jack Pollack’s powerful West Baltimore organization, Cole set an- impor- ’
tant political precedent. His victory showed that black . candidates could win and stiroulated
other African Americans to jun for pubhc office.. Wh:le in office, Cole woxkcd with Governor
Theodore McKeldin to ‘have racial desagnauons removed from the apphcatmn forims for state

'~ jobs and opened up new job opponunmes for African Americans. Dcfcated by a black Demo-
crat in 1958, Cole’ returned to the practice of law. '

Harry Cole was appointed associate ]udge of the Mumcxpal Court of Baltimore City in 1967
and in 1968 associate judge of the Supxeme Bench of Baltimore City. "He was elected to a 15- -year”
term on that bench in 1970. In 1977, he was appomted to the Maryland Court of Appeals, the
lnghcst ‘court in the state, where he becsme only. the fourth African American in the nation to
sérve on a state’s highest court. Cole sat on the Court of Appeals untl his retirement at age 70 in - '
1991. Cole remained a man of the community, always accessible to- ordmsry people. A thoughtful
and knowledgeable protector of a defendent’s consmunonal sights; he. demanded excellence of.
young lawyers and freely dissented when he d:sag:eed with the conrt’s ma)onty

Hatry Cole married Doris Freeland Cole in 1957, They had three daughtc;rs Susan, Harnette;
and Stephanic. After his retirement, Cale chaired the Baltimore Clty Charter Revision. Commis-
sion and, in 1995, became chsux of the Mosgan State University Board of Regents. At Morgan,
Cole’s first commitment was to the students and their welfare. The Honorable Hatry Cole
served on numerous boards and commissions throughout his life including the Baltimore Mu-
seum of Art, the Baltimore Zoological Saciety, Union Memotial Hospital, ‘the Baltimore City and
Matyland Bat Associations, and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.
He died in Baltimoze on February 14, 1999.
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Jodge Hirry A, Cole (:emf far lf) and s wife mm«&&m; Farl S, Richardlan.at the

1995 ngmv Su& Gﬂld

————

- dpmed the ﬂoodgaoes because hls vwmry

proved we could do ji”,

- Although Judge Cole was 3 polmcal pcw- .
-+ erhouse; he was a decply oompaswmtc g
man. His main objecnve was-to insure the
*. “well-being-of others. As the first Morgan -
graduate to chair the. Board of Regents, .
Judge Cole was concerned abous the stu-
-~ dents finst and. foremost. - According 10
" . Presidenr Richardson,  “wherever. we’

alked about: bncks and momu' issues,- thc

'~ Judge would want co know: hmv projects to
- improve-university programs and facilities
would beneﬁt stedents.” Studentand for-.

mer ét‘:ting Edltor-m-chlef of thc
“Spokesman, Percy Elbosscing, remembers ‘

Judge Cole as always being “real helpful®.

judgc Cole has gone on to.the final |

smgc in his life, but his legacy will finger

In dhe words of President Ead S,

Rfchardson there is no question that all
-of us have lost 2 true friend and supporver,
however we feel privileged to have served
under such a distinguished leader, and we
vow to continuc ‘his grear “legacy”.

" Surviving Judge Cole is his wife of 41

years; Dotis Frocland: Cole, three daugh-
ters, a sister; two grandchildren, and a host

‘ “of Morganites whose lives he. xmpam:ﬁ

durmg his lifetime,
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AN EDITORIAL
wcroxy MEANS ‘STUDENT SUPPORT

 Thie frnt publicotion of “THE SPOKESMAN® vepwesents

o great viclary in the irlory of the struggle of the stwdent body
to.have & permonent rhident publication, It represents the smoons
Armgsmmwowm mﬁukﬁm,apmu‘
wm,myhmuﬂmm Alwwani, and [riends. The
ucml:mwsft&m}m,hom Hos wot Brew raolied. It

mm»mﬁu&uﬂhﬁf{um-ﬁgmmommm o

oud-criticirm of soch stndent. Thié is on enlerprise which
aarly embioces the entive sixdent body, Mmmwmc
fart to play in. its perfaction,

mwaﬂaammmmmmm Reretofors, -

they kave been satisfied and comtent to aecedt as representstivs of
thmwarkoiwymm;kamm. This is, inderd, am:am-

mm:y but, neverthless, frus. W/ ith ecraesiness ond
tas .mgm of iacompetence can be removed, "THg SPOKES—
MAN,” vepresenting the down of & wew ers, sholl devoie rvery

cﬂmmd the complete ercdication o]lﬁum&*du\hﬁhaﬁ
trie Morgenites fook with indi
BOITORS ESTABLISH POLICY ;
?&t:amdifwmdmﬁ‘mnmhmmimthdyﬁu
Hlated int the Edirors shall be revecled in G sst policy, and they—
the Editors—cball by undawnied in fheir resolution to see its ful-
fillsent, “THE SPOKESMAN" thall mot only coininuctively
eviticize svery osd any phmafl!orgm':z,ut only voite J';:;
adn describe compus news, shempi to auwe
fh':l:i:td":fﬂbodyfrm the lethargy & sohdch i exists and fo broaden
wnd roise 10 itz kighest levnl the culénral tone of Morgon's college
of pmou L m

beﬁnxtmm of e riudmt dody.
rhmgrmmamumaammam i print

wnywmbmmdﬁu:i:grdcfulu Mcmmm
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Isaw, Idropped to my knees, kaid my head
un(thakmamSuunrvspapermdmd‘
.med . :
Ihadjustspenxthelmtwada)ﬁm :
“Nashville, Tennessee; uﬂmgsmdemsand
- professionals at the Third ‘Annual HBCU'
. Newspaper Conference how historic the -
'mugnmlemuMotganhad been, prie

ouatililiiSiitihs .- - v A —

Remembermg the

‘Honorable

By.l.onme Morris. .»lrvv o
Advisor o

udgeCoie dluatagc?& Thac’s all-

marily because the founder and first editor-
inchief of our Spokesman had surprisingly
;omodthcgroupforlunch T recounted for
them the insight he shared and how monu-
mentzl his presence had bech beczise most

" of the student journalists in attendarice had

never met the foundeér of their publications,
. As I was singing Judge Cold’s praises to
rlmhtghheavcnsh:wast:kmghlshupm-

. cious breithes; the irony of that weckend .

makes me sremble. I comes as no surprise
that such a cclebrated life is polarized by
national holidays: January $st and February

t4th. January 1 connotesa ncw beginning,
a fresh start, a commencement, On dhis

'pamcu]arNew‘x’u:’s Bay in 1921, a sun-

tise; the world is blessed with Harry

Augustus Cole.  Februaty 14, as atways,
symbolizes a gaka of love and endearment, a
festival of pasdion, a carnival of emotion,

Valentines Day 1999, the wake of our -

mourning, we were awed by Harcy Coles”
sunset as it permeated the land.

Prospective students and their parents
often ask e “what makes Morgan State

University stand outt™ From this day forth,
maybe my response will take the form of 2
question; Did you know thav the fiest
Afiican American senator in Maryland
graduated from Morgan? Or Did you kmow
the €irst Black assisianc attorney general in
Muryland was 2 Morgan graduare? Or did

you know the fist Black on the Maryland -

Coure of Appeals was an alumnus of MSU?

Or shall } simply ask, did you luww che

" accolade, honor or award gamened by

v Rzgmtsﬂ:atpwmthsﬂxd:w:mcnpy-

* Cole was not mentally tired, but physically
- exdrausted, and he deserved wo be at peace. |

[gan spirit
multlh«nbeeneaslymbmmmd for any

Morganites — “Visionary,” “Cursianding
Morgan Man”™ or “Second Mile Recipienr.”

He truly set the benchmark ﬁ)rmmpﬁda‘
ment and progress.
Iamsurc]udg:Cul:wasalludHome
during Black History Monsh purpesdy. 1
have oo doubis that the Heavenly Board of

ing our jamboree of greatness, and someone
blurted out, “Let that man sest! Leave some
rock unrutned. Leave some ceiling unshar-
tered. Leave some battier unbroken. Leave
same door unopened. Leave some injustice -
unchallenged.  Give somecone ese an
opphdunity to contribute, to make a differ-
ence.” T am sure they could see that Harry

He carned that luxury, !

Harry Augustus Cole was 2 mentor, a
confidants and an advocate. Meering him
was the ultimare reward. 1 will cantinue to
Tove his legacy and cherish bis life. 1 am
grateful that you and !— we— were

touched by such an angel.
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