Howe Tapped for Court Post

Becomes First Female County Administrative Judge in Md.

BY PATTY REINERT
Daily Becord Legal Affairs Writer
Baltimore County Circuit Judge Bar-
bara Kerr Howe took over yes-

ing cases and handling the daily opera-
tions of the court, according to Third Cir-
cuit Administrative Judge Edward A. De-
Waters Jr., who selected Howe with Mur-
phy’s approval.

terday as the county’s admin-
istrative judge, the first woman
in the state to be tapped for that
position in the circuit courts,
state officials said.

Howe, who has served on the
ecounty’s circuit court bench
since 1988, will replace Judge
J. Willilam Hinkel as the head
administrative judge. Hinkel will
continue to serve on the bench

“Judge Hinkel has done
an excellent job, and all of us on
the bench are sorry that he’s
giving up his administrative du-
ties,” said DeWaters, who over-
sees the circuit courts in Balti-
more and Harford counties.
“But we certainly understand.
He’s done it for a year and a
half and it’s a big job.”

as a trial judge.

“It’s an administrative posi-
tion with a great deal of respect, and I'm
looking forward to it,” Howe said yester-
day.
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Howe had expressed an
interest in the administrative
activities of the court, DeWa-
ters said. “She’s a highly capable individ-
ual, and I think she’s a good person to
handle those duties.”
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In addition to her work on the bench,
Howe will now be responsible for assign-

person. She has real strong administrative
skills and the respect of not just lawyers
but also judges across the state.”




