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Equal Political Chance
Seen Open to Women

Ability Required, How-
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ever, Miss Lavinia

Engle Declares.

in - politics a "decade ago,

women  in . recent years have
made an jmportant place for them-
selves in politicsl life. So thinks
Miss Lavinia Engle, the first woman
to run {or. county commissioner in
Monigomery County, Md.

“Uniil the last few years all any

woman eould expect in- pelitics was
courtesy and the superficial accept-
ance of her as a patt of the pie-
ture.” ‘Miss Engle said yesterday
across a table at the Brook Farm
Ten House. *“Now, hawever, if a
woman Teally Bas something o con-
tribute to a political career, she
has a chance tg 4o something reatly
wvarth while,”
- Granted she has somcthing to
coniribute, what is the most effec-
tive way for a woman to scale the
wall of masculine prejudice? What
qualities are necessary to her suc-
cess in polilics? Power in oratory?
An attraclive appearanace? In-
sisience on her rights as a woman?
she was asked.

“A woman ‘who hopes to be sue-
cessful in pelitics must have a clear
conception .of whal needs lo be
dene, and a well-organzied plan of
how it can be done” Miss Engle
said, “If she has a constructive
plan of aclivity Lo set before voters,
that should help her more than
anything clse.

Oratory of Minor importance.

“Whelher any candidate—man or
woman—is & good orator is not so
important as it used lo be. Bui a
woman must be able to lalk well
enough 1o ‘express  heiself, to let
people know what she proposed to
do if tlceted. And she must be able
to convince vaters she is better
fliled for the office than any other
candidate in ihe ficld.

“But about Insisting on rights—
thal's the ene. lhing 2’ woman must
not do. 1 realize-some women have
been elecled to offices because they
were women in need. because lhey
were atlraclive, because of their
appeal. . But I have yeb 1o see a
woman elecled solely on any, or all,
ol these counls who made good
aflerward and was reetecied,

“The time has passed, in fact,
when a woman runs for an office
merely beeause she needs a job. A
fow years apo, many women {and
plenty of men} svught offices with-
aul considering whether they were
particularly fitted for them. But
not now. A woman who hopes to
be a suevesaful candidate thesc days
must know-she is prepared through
bolh- raining and cxperience lo 4ill
the office. Furthermore, she must
convince -othors she is the ident
person for the place.”

Long Active in Politics.

A graduate of Antioch College
and a siudent- at Johus Hopkins
Graduate Schonl, Miss Engle has
devoled mueh  time o studying
palitical  scienee, oconnmics, and
povernmenl. Her doctrinal disser-
tation at Johus -Hophing was wril-
ten on “Rural Governmeal”

“I have heen keenly interested in
this sithjeet for a number of yoears,”
she said, " am convineed a good
county government is the keysione
in the arech, of -good Nuatiopal gov-
ernment, beeause the Taurnly gov-
ernment is the closest .unit for peo-
ple in rural communities.”

Born in Forest Glen, Md., Miss
BEuale has served ot a number of
welfare boards In her Stale and
she has become Nalionally known
in the woman's movement through-
oul the Unied States, having cam-
paignied for suffrage in 16 States.

In 1930 she was elecled to the
Maryland House ol Delegales, There
as the first wvoman ever to be a
member of the ways and. means
committee, she distinguished - heg-
self by taking an active part jn
passing many worthy and ouistand-
ing mcasures.

O NLY THE “window dressing”

Hessler-Henderson, Inc,

MISS LAVINIA ENGLE,
political leader, says women have
ceased to be mere “window

dressing™ in politics.



