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'{the Maryland State Conference of ~

-|course of action.”

Intimates State Should
Follow Federal
- Program’

GOVERNOR SPEAKS
TO WELFARE GROUP

|Miss Engle Attacks Old-'

Age Relief Methods &
In Counties 9

Governor Nice last night intimated

|that social security legislation in

Maryland should follow the adoption -
of similar legislation by the Federal
Government.

At the_close of an adérgss before

Social Welfare at the Lord-Baltimare
Hotel, he said: -
“There is pending at present in Con-

gress a bill to provide social security

for the underprivileged people of the
United States. The passage of this bill
will have a profound effect on similar
legislation inlevery State. Just as soon.
as this bill is enacted, Maryland will
be in a position to determine its own

Other Developments
Other significant developments
conference, which held its sessi
throughout the day. were:

Miss Lavinia Engle, director of w
fare for Montgomery county, -as- ‘
serted that . no such pgolitical ex- §
ploitation ican be found anywhere
as in the: administration of old-

age relief by County Commissioners.

Governor Nice advocated the anact-
ment of all the important features
of the social security program
which the conference recommend-
ed. A resolution in which these rec-
ommendations were included was
adopted unanimously by the con-
ference.

Harry Greenstein, State Relief Ad-
ministrator. outlined the provi-
sions of a bill for the State-wid

administratinn of ralia# Lo e



administration of relief which will
be introduced in the Legislature.
Simon E. Sobeloff, chairman of the
Governor’'s €ommittee on  Unem-
ployment/| Insturance and Relief,
urged adoption of the social
security bill, “whether Wa.shmzton
acts or nat.” :

COUM)o*L Methods Attacked

The commissioners of every county
in the Statq are guilly of “political
exploitation,| political ™ ‘naneuvering
and . Pohuca] alchemy” in their han-
dhnz’ of thé old- -age relief problcm,
Miss |Engle, 'a former member of the
House of Delégates, ftold the 1400 per-
sons lwho attended the nfﬁemoon ses-
sion of -the conference. :

"We need some appointed }bo.td al
proféssional ‘ group trained for social

(Continued on Page 19, Column 8)




SOCIAL SECURITY
PLAN IS AWAITED

Nice Intixﬁates State Should
Follow Federal
Program

(Continued from Page 26)
work, to act between the political
heads of the counties and the pes-
sons \who reqtiire relief,” she recom-
mended as the remedy for the situation
she described.
Continuing her remarks on provie
sion for the care of the indigent aged,
Miss Engle said;
“Our almshouses, like most alms-
houses throughout the country, are a
complete disgrace; to the communi-
ties in which they are maintained.
They are elpechﬂy deficient in the
medical and nurs} care they pro-
vide.”
" Burden “Dllproportlonatc"

In planning the future of relief for
the aged, she asserted, the /first prob-
dxtobesetdedwasthatpttbedis-
proportionate burden of some coun-
.|ties. Persons on reliet, she said, have
'|a tendency to move from county to
lcounty and to settle in the county
|where relief standards are highest.
| This cause.g controversy and dishar-
-[mony among the countries and. places.
an unjust tax on the county with,
Ihigh veliet standards. she adde4 ‘\
Governor ,ches address anticipated!
“|the three major points of the resolu-:
111ion adopted by the confer ;
 |had been prepgred by its X
; lcommittee, of  which L. Edwin Gold-
man is cha.irqun The resoluti
. clared that there should bp

of social work, should be lished:
and that i ' ‘ 3
s compensau n should be prc?vx ed,
{ For $trong Organlzatl‘ n

The Gov ernor seid:

“The ne esmy for a strong and e!ﬂ-
cient orgnmzatxon to administer this
relief program and other social wel«
fare activities is absolutely essential
While bo;h Federal and Stpte con-
tributions have, thus far; been bqsed
on emergency, it is becoming increas-
ingly evident that this emergency is
no longer a temporary affair, but.
that ' the need [for large public ex-
penditures of imoney will continue
for some years:to come. It is, there-.
fore, essential that we provide relief
funds and adequate machinery to
administer relief.

“A State department of social wel-
fare should be organized, the retpomx—
bility of which will not only to
administer unemployment relief but
also other public welfare functions.,
. « There should be instituted un-
der this department local units in each
1|of the counties and in the city.”

- Favors Private Agencies '
.| The Governor said also that “study
.|should be given to an equalizatior
_Inlan sneh ax alreadv exists in the
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plan, such as slready exists:in the:
public school system, so that the cost:
of the public welfare program wou!: -
be borne by federal, state and loc:'’
governments, in accordance with th
ability of such local governments.”

41t is of the utmost importance th
nothing done by the State, in creatis:
public welfare units, should inter
fere with the continuance and devel-
opment of private agencies,” he de-

clared. The private agencies, he said,
‘|“have rendered notable service in the:

past and have a real contribution to-
make in the future.”

He also assured the social workud
that politics would not enter into the
administration of the reliet funds, and

that this administration “will be en-
trusted entirely to qualified people, _
relected on the basis of merits, re-
zardless of political background or
partisan politics.”

The relief units should render the

'[following services to the community,

he said: Relief to the unemployed, .
administration ~of old-age pensions,
administration of mothers’ assistance

Jand care of neglected snd delinquent-

children.

“We must not forget that in addition
to meeting unemployment relief needs,
the State also has the responsibility .

‘|of taking care of other human needs.
{[Merely to avoid staruation is not

enough. The State also has a duty to.
its people in the broader field of
pub lfare.”
‘Discusses (nsurance

Mr. Sobeloff, speaking on “Unem<
ployment Insurance for Maryland,”
reviewed the history of the unemploy-
ment insurance movement in this
State, recalling that he was accused of
being academic and radical for nd-
vocating such a measure two years
ago. Now the necessity for such legis-
lation is admitted on all sides, he said.

He urged that the bill be adopted
here “whether Washingten acts or
not,” and that it be “something ade-
quate.” It should not provide af its
‘maximum relief the pro-
vided by the Federal legislation, he re-:
marked, adding: “If we are to be
clubbed into action by Washington we
are not going to make much progress.”

Mayor Jackson Speaks

Mayor Jackson agreed that unem-
ployment insurance was a paramount
need and suggested that it should be

‘ipaid for by the contributions of the

national and state governments and
by the contributions of both the em-
ployer and employe. He concluded:
«] promise my cooperation in get-
ting Maryland to adopt a bill- which

;|will take care of this need until the
national Government adopts such a

plan.”
One third of the social workers

‘, present were from the counties, a new

record for State-wide cooperation in
welfare work, Miss Anna D. Ward,
who presided at the night meeting,
pointed out. All except two counties
were represented.

Mr. Greenstein outlined the provie
sions of a bill for the State-wide ad-
ministration of relief which will be in-
troduced in the Legislature. The
foundation for a social welfsre pro-
gram in Maryland has been laid, he
leaid and now the time has come for




gram in Maryland has been laid, he
said, and now the time has come for
the transition trom the emergency and
temporary phases of the program to a
permanent State department &WBC
welfare.



