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Among the handful of women
legislators now in  Annapolis

_ - mother. _She is chairman. of
____Commission for the Aged, a one-
time champion golfer and the
wifé of a former Federal judge:
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" Mrs. Edna Cook was efected to the House of Delegates in 1938, She' -
isa Montgomery'cou‘n'ty delegate and aformermathematics teacher, —

is Mrs. Margaret Schweinhaut,-
an-attractive white-haired grand--

B\mpnp’eri photos—Richard Stacks




 The only woman in State s upper. chambcr is Scnator Mary T\ogk

_of W'xcomlcb coumy Shc is the sccond woman to be a State senator,
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. Balntnoricqylddegatm has thrée women membe
sl are Mn. rma Dnon, Mn. ance: Holuh, Mn. V
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THL way of a woman in polmcs ap~

@; —pears to-be peppered-with] pxtfaiis——“"’“—"‘_ﬁmmrLDCIp es’

She. may be feminine, but she should

_not_be frilly, and she must be firm. She -
may be aware of political machinations.
but she should not be-ob-—
viously- embroiled-in- therd. She may learn .

around her;

to compromise with details,.but not with
principles. And while she must remember
that politics is still a man's world, she
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dealmgs mth people One must
although one
~'may compromise on detaxls g

woman who evidertly bears. the lcmxmmty
-motta in mch,”safd with a smile, ““Through-
out my-years in politics, I have received
all- the consideration anyone. could vnsb
for. . ..

Mrs. Edna Cook, a Mon{gomery county

Mrs. Nock, -an attractive, well-groomed

“only man K know who .even then mtm

: ¢ sal e was the
tained that one day women would
the nght to vote.”* She said of her political

work, +'Politics give you scope to accom-

* plish more good on behalf of- people- than

any other job. Politics can touch every-

- thing."”

Constant Cooperation

TJ/M.],]: ~

been back,” Mrs. Welcome kas cand)d
about her views on housework and cook-

R Ye —~ing—"idom't like it. I have a housekeeper.™
Her political motto, she said, was-“hon—

esty-and sincerity.” She explained, *‘People
respect “these qualities, and even . if you
don't succeed, they know you did <your
. best." - She mused "I would like to~ bé-
"lieve that ._being'a woman in politics -is an

~can cherish the thought that one day a

woman may. be Vice President.

This is, the general philosophy voiced
by the handful of women legislators among:

the 150 men now attending the General
\sxcmbly at Annapolis. Five of the femi-

~ nine politicians are member§ o« the House
Al .
Democrats, they include former teachers, !
- an ex-mathemalics professor, a clubwoman .’

of Delegates, and one is<a senator.

'Wgale—s a former mathematics profes-

sor and a grandmother. She has been a _

member of the House of Delegates, only

since 1958, but she can list membership in-

congresses, boards, commissions, commit-
tees® and ceuncils -covering education,

. never found being a woman to

> tiom.

P-T-A:, - juvenile delinquency and atomic °

information dating back over 30 years. She
said she.went “to_her first_political con-
vention -when she was 3,

and three grandmothers. They are evenly

divided on the pleasures of housewerk and
cooking, and whether it is a handicap for

oy pohthlarL to anLuoman They- agree -
that women legislators should wear simple -
clothes. And they are cautious ammMamemhmumded—

cussing the attitude of the men legisla- .
tors tov.ard the wotnen of the Leglslalure

W:fe Of Con(rac{or

Senaior Mary - L. " Nock' from Wicomico
county is the only woman in the upper
chamber, and the second womas ever
elected to the State Senate. She traces. her

mother took her to a Delnocratic’ rally.
* Later, she became secretary to a State
legislator, and zan for “office in 1946. She
“was the first woman from. Wicomico county

. to hold elective office, and has been a

member of the Senate since 1955. Ty
The wife of~avSahsburywonUadnr, Mrs.
Nock " said, “Political werk fits jn with

as-1 do.” The Senator, who has placed 46
bxlls before the Legislatxvn body — all of -
ieh-have-been passed —said fi
T have never found political work - diffi-
hcxilé_ I grew up mund pohhm and, 1

y'. becausetbeworlduso mudimwe

Ohio, and he took me every-
where with -him. I grew.up ina political
atmosnhere.”

Married - to-a retired research_chemist,
Mrs, Cook admitted.fhat her political work

—must leanx maccethhe process ofriomuk

Mrs. Schweinhaut went on, “Politics is
one place where sex. should- not predomi-
nate. This is a man's world, but [ have

cap—} have received constant coopera-
‘My adnce to any woman entering
“politics today is to play it straightT A~
woman must be aware of all the machina-

be a handi-

advantage, but it has its drawbacks. I dop’t
think ‘men have enough - cohfidence in
women to accept tbem on an equal foot-,
ing. . . i
Qualtﬁed Support '

She received qualified support on this
“.theory from her fellow delegates, Mrs.
Frances Holub of the Second Legislative

_ tions- going on, but she should not be too  district, and Mrs. lrma anon also of the™
"My {ather her was involved in Lhem She can_be_more effec._

Fourth district

. tive .if she is’ completely sincere about

what she wants {o do, and
in a straightforward manner, although ‘she.

promise.’

—She_ leaned forward eamestly “Al- pres——— of -the-time" they were - "cooperative and—

“But my husband is interested in politics - ent women don’t realize what ‘good poli-

too. He comes to the Legislature to see
me.” She “said she regarded” housework”
and cooking as a -“necessary pleasure.”

She added, “When a woman isn't tied
down, she has more advantages-than a
man in political work, because she can de- .
‘vote raore time to it. After all, a man

interest in politics back to.1928, “hen her ~has to take time to make a living”

Grooming Grandxon .o

A brisk- ma.nneredf.woman wearing dia-

- mond donkeyearrings, Mrs. Cook said she

“was training her -grandson to’ follow in

her political footsteps, and at an even ear-

“lier age. “When he was 10 months old,
I took him campaigning:with me, and put

my home life. My husbandlikes it as much” a_placard on }n;«stmll«—-savmg ‘Please

«vote for my. grandmother.’ He’ ath'acted
a lot of attention.” - .

ticians tbey are. They haven't enough con-
fidence in themselves.” Mrs. Schweinhaut —
predicted, ““There is notling women'can't
dccomplish in politics. --. . I think the day
may come “hen we have a woman Vice
President ., ek L that is mlhm the foreseeable
future.” {1"

Three of the members of the Baltimore -

City delegation at the General Assembly
are women. One of them is Mrs. Verda
Welcome, a former teacher and wife of a
surgeon. A representative of the Fourth
Legislative st;rlct she said shé ‘'skidded
into politics.” Mrs. Welcome, a sleek fi figure
mabagesbeathdrmandgoldcostume
jewelry, related, I said definitely no when

1 was first—asked to—enter-polities. Then— for-women.”-

Isaidldtryxtforaweek That was in
1938 )

Tin p “with the ';&ge ab&fac{xig
like a , thinking like 2 man, and work-
mg like abotse—“Somd;ody else sznin,

Lpumdelorde(axl(hazimen._

'conTplex,andIfedmmeuhaveaM n'am county rs Mrs.
. Schweinhaut, an

(o8

boofhed BLHusbmd

-'Mrs. Holub, -gray hanred and vxgorous— o
approaches it~ "I,am “a clubwoman and have been for |
*—said she thought men politicians oc- —

}elk&hat—wommwerrmad’mg
their world. She added, hqwever, that “most -

helpful.;_— & -

Mrs. Helub, who” in 1959, introduced a

hill which, had it been successful, would’—

have legalized politically organized bingo
in Baltimore; said-thoughtfully. “I believe-
you can't be too forceful in politics if you

are a woman. It is a“ great mistake for a .-

woman politician ever to try to impress
her male colleagues 'with"'wﬁat’iﬁﬁ thinks
she kpows. . . .” »

Mrs. Dxxon, ano(}‘pr {ormg teacher,
)omed the discussion, I guess we all, get
into politics because it seems it will be
easy to help others and to correct archaic
laws, -But you find after you do‘get into it
‘that it isn’t‘as easy as you believed. We'’
are working in a man’s world, in.a new ﬁeld

"Fond Of Cookmg e

— Mrs Dueﬂ—wbe is- m“{avof okf—fﬁéf—_——

~ State contribution to education and. a com-

Sheobsened ‘I'l'zmostmtéresungard mmontostudylaxsources went o to
t}ungabwtﬂ;uvor‘(

sthe

- tafk about her” bom in Ba]umore—“l love




