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Sentinei Woman's Editor
*Non-controversial is

a nonentity,” says Judge
Kathryn Lawler Shook,
looking one squarely in

the eye as she
summarizes her
philosophy.

Her statement perhaps best
explains why she hus been a
judicial storm center a
woman who unfailingly evokes
emotional response, both pro
and con.

“Never to be controversial,”

she maintains, “is never (o

make anyone  huappy...or

angry.” ( v
And Judge 8 .oxhe first

woman in (he state to be first
appointed then clected a circuit
court judge, later becoming

administrative judge -- muost
ussuredly does both. On that
scure  county  opinion s

ynanimous,

Last April. the ripples she
stirred within the courthouse
walls may have been a factor in
her being toppled from the top
judicial post here after a two
vear stint. She was replaced as
the county’s top Circuit Coun
judge by Joseph M. Mathias,
filth down the list of seniority.
Frederick  County  Judge
Robert  Clapp, who  was
empowered  to make  the
change, lost dittle time in
ousting her.

Points of Criticism

The reactivn that swirled
around her centered on these
tpuints:  the frequency  and
iduration of her holidays: an
Jexpensive decoration to her
Inow-sumptuous offlice;
i courthouse nepotism in
{ appointing relatives to office
posts and a lack ol sensitivity,
evidenced” by her stepping on
official toes.

Her  response to  press
[ enticism: 1 would  like to
answer it, but feel it would

serve no useful purpose, and
would sound like sour grapes.”

But the judge does defend
her holidays from court, *“all of
which were taken during legal
huliday periods, like Christmas
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cluims, followed the practice of

taking 30 court days for

vactation in any one year.
Rated Smart

No one refutes the fact that’

Judge Shook.is astute, able and

hardworking. Even her critics -
.the entire bagkgr

udmit that she can get ‘more
done while on the bench, in
spite of holiday breaks, than
many other judges who don't
tuke time off. She is rated.
“able. smart, efficient.” by
critics as well as supporters.

In assessing her
achievements, she..is . most
prideful  of securing more
cificiency in  the  office.
“*Almost single-handedly,
through my ¢fforts, we got
additions such as law clerks. an
improved assignment office
and vitally needed lacilities."

In those two years she aiso
got rid of the backlog of cases,
bringing scheduling up to its
current ciean status.

“l was most proud.” she
says, “of having, in 1968, one
of the most efficienty run
courts  in  the state of
Muryland.™

Judicial Record

Judge -Shoek- has 1aken
many  strong  innovative
positions on the bench. She has
4 creditable record as a civil
libertarign on  many issues,
such as speedy tri;l. warnings
aguainst wiretap as invasion of

privacy.
She refuses to impose capital
punishment and is credited

with being the first judge with
the power to administer the
death sentence to take such a
controversial stand.

"My decision foliowed lots
ol soul searching, trying to
determine whether it is an
effective means of stopping
crime,”" she said. “When my

study indicated it was not: a.
deterrent to crime, the whole-

case for the death penalty fell.”

She was advised that because
she was a woman, she would be
a less effective advocate of
abolishing the death penalty
than a man. She discounted
this advice.

**I have never been afraid to
make unpopular ' decisions,”
she declared.
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could participate {n sentencing,
the results prove
different.” said the judge.

. She finds the greatest need in

the county is for adequate twice. Her first husband died in
fucilities for detention. “We 1957, and she married Donaid
simply don't huve them.” Shook. a  Silver  Spring

Her attitude on Case< plunming consultant, in /1961
involving marijuana uscrs ist0 He died last vear. and it was
give them probation  en the unbearability of his loss
condition they don't use Yhe that occasioned her frequent
drug. a requrement that they vacauons. she has said. Both
read information about s il

marrages were “real love

effects and help others by marches. which proves that it

. spreading facts about it. She ¢an happen  twice in  a
claims that this has proved very [ifetime.”

successful in hclpin’
youngsters in high school.
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“It was a sudden and terrible
blow when my second husband
died.” she said. She reacted by
caunoning herself not to make
a ‘“rudical  decision  about
moving for 4 year. ™\ stayed

She has suffered  the where | was, and didn't move
creavement  of widowhood from  the  Washingtoman
» Towers.™

I amnaricnn with France

She has since remodelied her
daughter’s house, and created
totally private living quarters
there for  herself. Her
grandchildren are around. and
she is most pleased with the
solution of how -- and where -- I
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use

to live

Among her mary hobhiey
are fishing, golf, oratosruphy
{she 15 good eroucn to have
s0id picturss laket on her
South  Paafic tno i the
National \Geograoni)
gardening amd cookiry

One can imaginz Kathryn
Shook 4s a keen pro-essionahist
4t any endeavor she thooses.
She passes along this story that
illustrates  how  kzenly she
enjoys her professior as judge:

“When | .was in the
Legisiature  in 1983  she
relates, v offered o bill to

create the post of heutenant
governar, And [ was
subsequently accusec of tnving
to get in by the bacx door. It
was Blair Lee, now sccretary of
state, who toid ‘me then
‘whichever door you zetin by --
how sweet 1t 15 whet you get
there'.”




