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David T. Mason

David Talbert Mason, Maryland's first African American
appellate judge, died of cancer on November 16, 2003. He
was 88 years old.

Judge Mason was born in Providence, Rhode Island on
December 6, 1914. There he attended public schools until
1929, when he moved to Baltimore. He enrolled in Douglass
High School, where he became captain of the football team
and a member of the basketball and track teams. Later, he
attended Lincoln University on scholarship. After leaving
college, he worked for the first Social Security Administration,
the 1940 Census Bureau, and the U.S. Employment Service.
During this time, he refereed college and high school football
and basketball games and was president of the Baltimore
Board of Athletic Officials.

David Mason was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1942, and
was honorably discharged in 1946. In the military, he was an
instructor at a special training unit.

After leaving the service and while employed full-time,
Dave attended the University of Maryland School of Law.
He graduated in 1951 and was admitted to the bar the same
year. He began his law practice in the office of W.A.C.
Hughes, a prominent civil rights attorney.

Soon, he was involved in a high profile case. He sued
the Baltimore Police Department for illegally stopping and
frisking him. He lost in the lower court but won on appeal.
This victory reduced the routine stopping and frisking of
black men withoet probable cause.

In 1964, Dave Mason joined the newly established law
firm of Howard and Hargrove. This firm, subsequently,
produced two federal judges, an appellate court judge, two
district court judges and a City Solicitor.

During his long and distinguished career, Judge Mason
was a trailblazer. He was the first black Appeals Referee with
the Department of Employment Security. He was an Assistant
State's Attorney for Baltimore City and an Assistant Attorney
General for the state of Maryland. He became Chief of the
Criminal Division, where he was responsible for all appeals
of criminal cases in Maryland.

Subsequently, he became the first full-time Chairman of
the State Parole Board and Secretary of the Department of
Employment and Social Services, now the Department of
Human Resources. He was the first black member of a
governor's cabinet.

In 1974, Governor Marvin Mandel appointed David
Mason to the Court of Special Appeals, the second highest
court in Maryland. He served on the Court until his
retirement in 1983.

Judge Mason also distinguished himself in neighborhood
and political affairs. He was a founder and president of the
Hanlon Hill Community Association and Chairman of the
Board of the Ashburton Neighborhood Association.

Politically, Dave Mason served as Chairman of the
powetful Fourth District Democratic Club, whose member-
ship included most of the black elected officials in Baltimore.
In 1997 and 1998, he was a Delegate to the Maryland
Constitutional Convention, which he regarded as one of his
most rewarding experiences in life.

Many groups, including the NAACP, the Urban League,
and the Afro-American newspaper have honored Judge
Mason. For most of his adult life, he was an active and
enthusiastic member of the Guardsmen, a social organization
of professional black men with chapters from California to
Florida. He was national president of this group on two
different occasions. In addition, he was a senior participant in
the Saturday Morning Breakfast Group.

After Judge Mason retired, he took up the game of golf
and moved to Florida, so that he could play during the
winter. He frequently commented that golf was a most enjoy-
able and frustrating game, and that he could not understand
why it was so difficult "to break 100."

Dave Mason was modest and unpretentious, never volun-
tarily identifying himself as a judge. He had a great sense of
humor, wry wit, and an ability to get along with people of all
stations in life. He is survived by his wife Margaret, his
daughter Donna, his son-in-law J. Datrrell Peterson, two
granddaughters Darryll and Dyllan, nieces, nephews, cousins,
an extended family of former law clerks, and many friends.
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The family gratefully acknowledges with deep
appreciation your expressions of sympathy
and many other acts of kindness and love.

To honor David Mason’s legacy,

please make a contribution to the

University of Maryland Baltimore Foundation
for the Law Student Scholarship Fund.
Contributions are tax deductible and

should be sent to the

Office of Development and Alumni Relations
University of Maryland School of Law

500 West Baltimore Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201




