1990 election already on horizon
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ANNAPOLIS — With the filing date
for candidates in the 1990 eections
only & year away, and with all 188
Geperal Assembly seats up for
grabs, speculation has begun over
who will seek new terms and who will
retire, .

In Frederick’s six-man delegation,
conjecture focuses op the intentions
of the coumty’s two venerable repre.
sentatives, Sen. Cbarles H, Smelser,
District 4, and delegation chairman
Del. James E. McClellan, District
3B, . N

Together, the two Democrals have
over 40 years of legislative experi.
ence in Anpapolis. Mr. Smelser
spent two four-year terms in the
House of Delegates and hazs been in
the Senate for 22 years. -

« Mr. MeClellan was first elected in
1878, and will complete his third tcrm
pext year for-a iotal of 12 years.

. Rumorx bave it that Mr. Swelser
might retire — he will de 89 on July 4.
Mr. McClellan, the county’s top vote
gefter, will seek re-election. ;. . -

In 1986 Mr. Smelser’s popularity
‘was reinforced with a substantial
primary victory over Goodloe Byron
Jr., son of U.S. Rep. Beverly Byron.
Mr. Byron's family name made him
‘a serious contender. He was Mr,
Smelser's first primary opponent
since 1974.

During & recent interview, Fred.
erick's .senior senator said he was
““leaning toward it,”" when asked his
‘re-election intentions. 4
* Asif to confirm that, Mr. Smelser,
at the invitation of Senate President
Thomas V. Mike Miller, recently
joined the small elite inner circle of
- Senate leadership which sets policy

for the Maryland Senate, - | .. |

Mr. Smelser also holds a powerful

- and icfluentizl post as chairman of
. the Senate "Capital Budget Subcom.
mittes,

“With - the capital budget and
everything, and all the big programs
coming up, I'd like to be a part of it,”

. he said.

Still, Mr. Smelser would not make
any ¢ommitment, saying there were
plenty of other considerations. “l
have to look 1o my family.” be said.

for some

“And tbere are the business people
I'm iovolved with. I really have a
Joad apd I've got to thip it out some-
place.” -

Mr. Smelser is a retired farmer, is
president of the New Windsor State
Bank and bas otber business
mm%u. [y N

Mr. McClellan, on the other hard,
shows less enthusiasm about con-
tinuing his service in the State

_ Bouse.. The retired veterinarian

says, simply, “I really don’t know. A
lot of things have chapged down here,
. apd at this point I really haven't
decided. I've beep in polities 16 years
when this term is up, four as an
alderman in Frederick end 12 in
Annapolis.”
He says be is so uncertain of his
political plans that be cancelled a
amajor fund-raiser which was

scheduled for last April 3. "I doa't
want to take any mopey i [ know I'm
pot going to run,” he said.

The bigh turnover in the Jegislature
during the last few terms, with
younger, more lberal and aggres-
sive lawmakers, has prompted some
of the old guard to retire,

“There's no doubt sbout it,”” says
Mr. MeClellan, “‘Things have
changed here considerably. The
camaraderie isn’t there anymore,
and you ¢an't take a manp’s word to
the bapk anymore. He'll tell you he's
going to vote one way and he turps
around and does the opposite.”

Mr. MeClellan’s strong suit as a
legislator has been his abflity to
convince his colleagues of the need
for funding and taking ¢are of prob.
lems in Frederick County and West-

_ern Maryland

Be has & remarkable record of
.bringiog home the bacon by per-
suading the House Appropriaticns
Committee, of which he is » member,
to approve bond issues for Frederick
projects.

He works closely with Mr.
Smelser, witk whom he shares
mutual respect. Mr. Smelser, on the
Budget and Taxation Committee,
works the Sepate side of the hall on
behl.'df of Frederick with the same
zeal.

Mr. McClellan has made it ¢lear
that if Mr. Smelser chooses not to
run in 1890, be is definately out, “1
guarantee you,” he said, ‘“that if
Charlie doesn't, 1 don’t. With

Smelser out, it can push me towards
not going again. Without him, every
bond bill would be dead in the water
before it arrived.”

He indicated concern over a lack of
a qualified candidate to represent the
district in the House. “I don’t see
anybody on the horizion now to take
the seat,” he said, “but if the right
person comes along, I'll support him
or her,

“$till, I'm not going to give up
because I don't fee] the same as

bﬁtore. I'm stil] going to give it my
au.

“In the epd, I'm going to have to
talk it over witk my family. I'll be 64
and there's life after this.”

The veteran delegate said he would
definitely apnounce his intentions

one way or the other by next April 1,
“t0 give those who do want to run
plenty of time to prepare.”

The deadline {or those filing in the
1990 primaries is July 2, 19%0.

The four other members of the
Frederick delegation all appear

ready to campaign for re-election.

Sen. Joho W. Derr, 47, District 3,
the only Republican member of the
delegation, said, “I certaily am
Planning t6 (rum), barring any
unforeseen c¢ircumstances.”

Mr. Derr was appointed to the
Senate in 1933 to replace the late
Edward P. Thomas, and elested in
his own right in 1896,

DeL‘ George H. Littrell, 54, District
4A, will also seek a third term. “I
plab to ask the people of Frederick o
allow me to represent them one more
tix;e,l:' ge said.

eL Royd Smith, 56, District ©
the only freshman legislator, said t?é
1:: eagg:rhto serve a second term. “'Oh,

Yy gosh, yes!” he said,
satisBed here and with bcinlgr%nvfhri
Environmental Matters Com.
mittee,” said the delegate, who has
already forged to the front as one of

-CenTinyed.
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the Ieading environmentalists and
conservationists in the legislature.

“I'm going to run like thunder, like
Y fury"'

Mr. Smith, who survived a severe
bout with czncer three years ago,
says his onily concern is persistant
rumors that he is again seriously ill
with the disease. *1 had it three
vears aga, and I'm just as healthy as
a bear,” he said. Mr. Smith is a
frequent early moraing jogger ip the
state capital during the legislauve
sessions,

Del. Thomas H. Hattery, 35, Dis-
trict 4A, says he too, will seek re-
election for a third term, “I would
assume so,"’ be said, “although it's
too early to make & decision because
nobody knows what's going to hap-
pen. I thiok it's wrong to announce
before the end of the (1990) session,
because there is a big difference
between being a publie official and a
candidate.”



