Raley Prods Council For Report on Slots

The Washington Post, Times Herald (1959-1973); Jul 7, 1964; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The Washington Post (1877

Ealey Prods Council
For Report' on Slots

LEXINGTON PARK, Md,
July 6 (Special)—State Sen. J.
Frank Raley Jr. today prodded.
the Legislative Council to
complete its two-yecar study of

means of easing the cenomic
pain expected to accompany
the death of legalized gambl-
ing.

The St. Marys County Demo-
crat said that the Council was
“committed” to issue a report
to Gov. J. Millard Tawes, es-
pecially since slot machine in-
terests have been pushing for
an extension of the two-year
monratorium before the law
takes effect next year.

St. Marys is one of the four
counties in which slots are
legal. The others are Charles,
Calvert and Amne Arundel.
All  four depend heavily on
tax revenue from the ma-
chines.

Last year's law passed by
the General Assembly calls
for a three-year phasing out
of all slots beginning next
summer.

The tone of Sen. Raley'’s
letter to the Council indicated
his displeasure with the Coun-
cil’s slowness in producing
what he called *“a serious
study of this entire problem.”
Members of the Council vis-
ited the four counties 1last
year and interviewed local
officials on the subject.

“It is my understanding

that Gov. Tawes is anxiously
awaiting the economic report
from the Council before tak-
ing action and has requested
the report on a number of oc-
casions,” Sen. Raley wrote.

“With this background,”
Raley added, not in pledges
by the Council in 1963 to
make the study, “it is incum-
bent upon the political lead-
ers to make preparation now
to alleviate economic prob-
lems” that the outlawing of
slot machines will create.

“I cannot stress too strong-
ly the economic impact of
my county,” Raley said, ad-
ding, “I am sure you will
agree that the State has some
obligation since the State al-
lowed these machines to be
legalized and develop into an

Jintegral part of the economy.”

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



