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Loss From Slots Ban |

Of $10 Million Is Seen

BALTIMORE, Nov. 6 (AP)—
Senators from three Southern
Maryland counties estimate
that the forthcoming abolition
of slot machines will cost

businesses in their counties
more than $10 million. -

The senators made their
reports to the Legislative
Council's budget and finance
commitice Tuesday.

Sen. John T. Parran Jr. (D-
Charles) reported that 85 of
the 164 business places that
answered a questionnaire said
they would be forced to close
when the slots are outlawed
in five years.

This Charles County group
is comprised primarily of
businesses with most of the
slots appealing to out-of-state
customers, Parran said. It was
estimated these businesses

would lose $4.7 million in
food and drink purchases
because they closed down. An-
other $515,871 would be lost
by businesses which stayed
open despite the abolition of
the slots, the report said.
Parran’s report stated the
total loss in Charles County
‘would be about $6.4 million.

The report did not estimate?
the profits made in the actual:
operation of the slots -which|
would be lost. o

Sen. J. Frank Raley, Jr. (D'l
St. Marys) said his county;

would lose about $531,000 in
business. Sen. Edward T. Hall
(D-Calvert) reported no
overall figure for the expect-
ed loss in his county, but he
said one place estimated it at,
$531,000.

Slots will bhe abolished in;
Anne Arundel, Charles, Cal-:
vert and St. Marys counties in!
five years as a result of a bit-|
terly contested law enacted at
the last session of the General
Assembly.

A two-year frecze on the
number of slots was imposed
until July, }965. This will be
followed by a gradual elimina-
tion of the gambling devices
to be completed by July, 1968.
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