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DEATH 07 HON. REV“RDV JOHNSON.

The sud and sudden dmth of the 1on.
Reverdy Johnson, at the Governor’s Man-
sion in this city, on Thursday evening last,
tell upon the ears of this cowminunity like
aclip of thunder, or an earthquake. Ile
hiad visited our city the day before for the
purpose of arguing a case before the Court
of Appeals, and was at the time of his
death the guest of Gov. Carroll, where,
just a few moments before he had gone to
dine.

1tis evident that Mr, Jolmson had left the
house for some purpose, and in endeavor-
ing to find his way, with his dim sight,
along the carriage-rond had been thrown
by stepping on some loose coullying there,
el in falling struck his head against a
projecting corner of granite base-stone,
which there extends from the ground two
feet up, and projects about half an inch
from the line of brick wall above it.

speaking of his sudden death, the Balti-
more Gazette says: Although he had near-
1y completed his eighticeth year, his vigor-
ous vitality of body and mind had given
1o hint of decay or dissolution. His pow-
erful frame was unbent, his gait firm and
steady, his active and restless intellect
was busied with all the great interests of
the present stirring times, and his hearty,
genial temperament still made his pres-
ence a joy to his many friends. Weali Iook-
od for a long twilight tohisrich and eveut-
ful life, and did not think to see it close
with such o sudaen eclipse. And yet there
is somethiM so melanclioly in the slow de-
cline of great powers. that those who loved
him best iy feel a sort of relief in the
fact that he leaped the dark gulf while
still in the splendur of his energies, and
did not like Swift, and Marlborough and
Broughan totter slowly down the hill

In his death one of the grundest intel- [

lects of this generation has ceased to be.

e is the lust of that splendid galaxy of |

jurists that thirty years ago made the bar
and bench of Maryland so illustrious; and
nowthat he isgoneheleavesno onethat can
fill the space that heoccupied. At the bar
when hie was in his fullest practice, he was,
all things cousidered, without a peer. 1lis
great opponents mizht cach have o special
excellence, but Mr. Jolmson possessed the
greatest swin of rave «qualitics. Ilis skil?

in examining, and cspeciully in cross-ox- |

amining witnesses, his lucid statements
of fucts, his wonderful memory of details
seemingly trivind, iz weizhty, thunderous
manner: his guick retorts, his unshakable
presence of mind, liis clear judzment, his
magnificent grasp of a case in all its com-
pleteness—these gualitics made him w
forensic force that has had no equal, take
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hint for a1l in all, since the days of Lalher
Martin, General Walter Jones, William
Pinkney and Rodger B. Taney.

In this was hiscminence. I his career
as a diplomatist and asaSenator, ulthough
thesc were distinguished, he shone by the
swne qualities Lhat gave hinm pre-eminence
althe bar. Imthe Nerate it was his pro-
found knowlwlge of constitutional Inw
that gave Lim bis arecfest intfluencesand
in his foreign amissious the vovernment
made use of Lix mastery of the TLaws of
Nations.

In soeial life Lis masners were genial
and winning, U\ shrong nature like Lis
couli Lirdly go thiougha life of constant
warfure withont niikivg mmany enmities,
but very fow could lonyg remain at enmity
with him. He had the power of winning
them over to i, one Lardly knew how,
and grapplisiz them 1o hin with ilooks of
steel,  Andlas be srew clder Le secined to
eling morc ¢losely to his old and valued
frieudsand his warim and ailectionate feel-
ings showed theinselves more plainly. As
the oldes mewersof the hand roppedoff one
by one, it often fell to Lis lot to announce
the death to the court. ‘Plhiose who ever
saw him atseeh times will not forget it.
His mind would travel buck over years
and years of {riendly intercourse with the
old friend; and ke would speak of hin, not
in fulsome culogy, Lut with just and dis-
criminative judgiments: scenes and inei-
dents full of character would bring the
departed bacli to remeinlranee:and yetall
this woull Le ina ~tyale of singular ten-
derness, his features wouldshow the deep-
est emotion, his ponderons voice would
break, bis chin quiver.and the sichtless
eyes fiil with fears




