REVERDY JOHNSON DEAD

THE SAD END OF A GRBAT MAN
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Particulars of the Melancboly Event—Mr,
Johnson Faile and Fractares His Bkall
— @overnor Carroll's Statement.

MR. JOHNSON'S LIFE AND SERVICES
*n.*—-—'-

Special Dispateh to the Gazelte.

ANNAPOLIS, February 10.—This evening batween”
8 and 9 o'cloex the repose of this qpetkid tran-
quil old oity was suddeunly brokepn by the announoce-
mentof the desth of tbe Hob. Reverdy Johuson,
At first the report was discredited, and it waa re-
garded as & mere idle sevsation. Inquiry at the
governor's mansion, where the melancholy event
was allegad 10 bave 1aken place, soon confirmed
the ead intelligence, avd when all the tragio par-
ticalars ware. mmle known the consternation over
the sad event and the sorrow for the deceased
statesman and jurist were intense, extendlog
10 all rapks and classes in the commau-
nity.. At the time of his death Mr. Jobe-
son was the gueat of hia Exoceilency Governer
Cacroll. Hs came to this city yesterday to attend
10 & 0ase before the Court of Appeals, and to those
who saw him he looked hale and hearty aund
vigorons. In aointerview with your correrpondeat
this evening (Governor Carroll gave the following
particnlars of the jraglo oscarrence: Mr. Johnson
came to town last night to srxue & case in the
Court of Appesls,that of Metcalf va.the Brookiyn
1ife Tusurance Cowpany. By invitation be came
to vy house, as I told hiw I oould make him more
comfortable bere than e conld be eleewbere. To-
day I'invited Judge Bartol and six or efght other
geutlemen to meet Mr. Johnson et dinoer
We dined at half-past five o'olock.. He en-
joyed bis dinper very mnch; was agreeable ne
usual, talked, laughed and to:d aneodvtes, We
were talking ahont Madeirs wine after diuner, and
Mr. Johoeoo took one gluae, but not more, He
turned aod said, *‘Goveraor. will you taks wma
tato the parlort” I sald, ‘‘Certainly. Mr, Jobu-
son; let me take you In.” ) he took my n‘m and
watked into the parlor and rat down on s sofa. [
said, **Mr. Jolnson, 1 ihink we will have coffee
brought in bere. 1o replied, “*It you waunl to
smoke [ will remaln bere.”” T eaid, *‘Very
well, we will jolu you in a few mo-
wents,””. I then returned to the gentlemen apd
sat down. [ felt very uvce3sy aboub wy guest
belug alone, and salill, ‘-Gentlemen, ruphose. we
go 1o and join Mr. Joubnsoun.”  His son-in-law, Mr.
Charlea G. Karr, who bad comie in atcer be Jeft the
table, sald ‘"He slwass takes a nap after dioner,
and [ presume he hus gone to sleep. ” 1 then dis-
missed-it from my wisd, snd we went ou talking,
when a servant appeared at the doer, and calling
we out, said: ‘‘Mr - Joburon {s lyiug jn the
yard.” This was ‘about .8.15 o’clock, and
we went ount and found bim Iyiug there
apparently dead. He was taken finoto the
bouse at once and physictans summoned. lle
evidently walkad ount 10 the east side of the bouwse,
and falling cut his bead, cansing justant death. He
must have Leen lying there a baif bour.  The
physioiaus called were Drs, W. G. Tuck, Jobin
Ridout and Abrabam Claude . Some ars of opinjon
that be was s:ricken with apoplexy,but the pbysi-
cians say there is notbing to indicate ir. There
were-aavere gashies upon the forehead and temple,
causrg u fracture of the skull, ani the tinger of
the left haod was dislocated and the knee hruised.

Dr. D, C. Handy sud Dra, Sterner aud Waters
were pn;aem. A consultation was had with the
following decision: The chief and fatal ipjury of
Mr. Jobuson 18 a fractare of tha frontal bone of
the skult, extending from neat the outer angle of
tho right orbit upward and backward to
or beyond the corlnal.  Futuge disseotion
woulid probably reveal a  Wore exteusive
traoture. ‘The appavent injury is sufficicut
to acoount for bis death. e received ulso other
mivorinjrrivgsfee are-of-the bukcprnt~the n0seT:
disiocation of 8 fluger of the right hiand, slight
cut on sows tingers of both havda, svd abraston
of both knees. The body has been placed upon
ice by Danitel Caulk, an Nudortuker. Jeakins
& Co., undertakers. of Baltimoie, have bcep
telegrapbed to make urrangewents for the burial.
Mr. Kerr states it is undoesided whetber the
1emalus will be conveyed to Baltimore to-morrow
evening or retaincd here  dav lovger. e thinka
Mr. Jobhnson's death resulted from aspuplexy. 1le
recetved n atioks resembiiug apoplexy abouttwo
years ago, io Newben/wbile conducting 1 care
there. Edwin Jfiigeivs was his collesgue in to-
MOTIUW's case.

Jt 1 probable that while stabding near the house
he stepped on sowe lgoec coals and fel), striking
hin head upon tho sharp projecting corver of the
granite toundation, though there is 8 difference of
opinion oo that polnt.  Wien tfound his face
was lylog dowoward. ‘The hemorrhuge'from tbe
wound was very great. A large number of per-.
sons and wembers of the Leglslatare bave called
at the Governor's bouse siuce the announcement.
The dinuer party cousisted of Beoator Lioyd, Cap-
tain Hardcastle, Colouel Sumuel Hambleton, of
Talbot county; ex-Governur Groome, Edwin Hig-
wiue and Chief Justice Bartol.
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Mr Johnson's Life and Services.
Reverdy Johnaon was born in the city of An
uspoits May 21, 1796, aud waa 1n the s0th year
of lits @26 at the Hwe of s destt,  His tamly on
e tatber's mide was of Fogiish descout, and on
that uf bis mouther French, aud bis ancestors wets
among the eatloat acttlers of Mars land, saveral
of the holding prowinent positious ulder the
colouisl government.  His father, Joun Joupson,
wan an enuiocut lawyer, who after sersing tn Loth
bounas of the General Assemibly was auccessively
Attorney General, one of the judges of the Conrt
of Appesls asd Chapcellor of the Htate,  His
mother wan a dsvghter ot Reverdy Ghiaslin,
who was  Jong  kuown as  coemmissiouer  of
the laud oftice at Auvapols  Fdacated at Mt
John's college, 1n s native town, Raverdy John
=0 vutered the gratnar achool at mix aod left the
institutiou st nl\(rrllfwus of e e lmwedd
ately commwenced reading law noader the direction
of e tather, and was afterward fer n whtle u st
deitin the ofice of  the fate Judde Stevens, He
wan adnmitted to the bar and begant et ce 1
Prince George's county. 1u the tihiage of {pgeer
Mariboro', in 1X15, wheti only 1o bia tweg el
year He wan moon appeinted by the Attorney
Grenernl of the Htate Lin depaly for the judicinl
diatriet and performec the dirties of that responsi
ble ofMce 11 the west ereditable wanner on-
i Novewber, 12170 when e retosed 10 Bat.
Lrmote, and atarted 1o his caresr oo B faMver,
whieh for brilinney sidd sitceess haa aeldom beeo
vgitaled, Deveiopihg this esrty that wonderful
vigor of futellect atd deterrnation of churacter
which s distinguisticd aie, e at ofice tooll an ¢ x
ceent postiton, sud notwithstanding his yooath
Wit aoon Froagnizad by lawyers And lavmien s 4
marn of vuusuai wbility, Lo a short time he Leckue
the profesrional uasociste and {orimate compatiion
of Luther Martit, Robert Geodloe Harper, Win.
Ikney, Reger B, Taory, Wm. H. Winder and
seversl others who had aireadv mwde the bar of
Marylsud famons, lLaboiing with untirioy energy
and earnestne-s of purpose, Mr. Johnuaon obtained
a large practice which 1o the present day has only
ween interrupted by hta vartons pubtie servives.
Roon affer coltng to Hatiinore he wan sy pointed
Choe? CotLIERLTET of TOso Vet et (nLois21
he was e o ol the slate Schinte
ve yeals abd re-eiseled for another Term. After
rying t'o(ell‘ﬂ of the second lerm he reatgned
and devoted himself exclusively to’ his practice
from that time to 1845, when he waa elected to
the Senate of the {'nitedd Bratea. ¢ ympoaed as the
&enate then wan of the very ableat tntellect from
a'! partafof the country. Mr. Johoson wa among
the leadiog members  Chosen by the Whies, he
war patorally very iotimate with Clay and Web-
ster and the other statesmen of that scbool,
bnt loa couree in  the Senate wus marked
with the moat Hberal and  conprebenmse
view of pubiic measures, and by arr tndependence
whch rendered bun couspicuous  Regarded althe
by friend and foe as posscasiug the clearest fore-
sight and capable of ihe boldest step. the positiou
be might assume fn aby 1mporiant debate was
looked for with more than ordioary interest. Re-
tainiug always the personal reard of senators on
botl: sides, he was never wi'lLout influence. and
was invariably listened 10 with attentton. Io tbe
memorable debate u; on the guestion of war with
Mexico, Mr. Johnson differed from the sentimenta
of his party and was among the supporters of the
Demoorstic adminintration of Presideat Polk, ia
the sdvecacy of that war, Iu 1849 he rosigned
s seat in  the ‘‘Benate (o acoept the
position of attorney general tendered him by Pres-
fdent Taylor. Aas ocabinet mlonlster, during the
short term of General Taylor, Mr. Johoson was no
lees distinguished than in the 8¢ ate. Op toe ac-
ceasion of Mr. Fillmore be retired, and, resuming
the praotioe of his profession. at once sppeared in
the foromost rank. He was retaloed,in almost
eavery impcriant case in the courts of Maryland
and in the Bupreme Court. His wivips and ser-
vices were sought from distant etates, and 1o 1934
he was employed by an Euglish house 10 argne a
oase involving a olalm of great magnitude against
the United Btates government before the joint
Euglish and American commission ihen sittivg in
landm’!l as sesociated professionally in this
natter with presedt Lord Cairos, then in the
House e aud 8 leading Ll:cmber of tbe
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consplonons in thateenveution by his earsest and
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8oon .:Jrgﬁ'm g "uuﬁl( colimunoed the
position of the Btats of Marpiasd™ beoame ove
peoslier and - embarssssment. Al-
thouxh refusing. by _legiglative enaeiment
to Jjot the asOuthern’ states in sdco+sion
the sy mipsthics of the larse dpﬂtthborvw;ilo
were undoubtedly againgt the govgroment. I
this trying orisls and througbout the strifc Mr.
Jobneoo, while maintsiving firm'y the poeition he
Liad taken m favar of coorcion, was sealous ia en-
deavoring to allay the Litteroess of feeling which
was paturglly onkindled. He aid all ke could to
prevent and as far as- fble to redress por-
gonal wrooas sud to save the soil of Maryiand from
the aotusl bavoo of war. .

In 1861 te was sent frow Baltimore countv to
the House of Dalegatus. After the capture of New
Orleans he wiw seut to that city by President Lin-
coln as epec al commissiover, 1o revise the de.
oisfons of the military commandant, General Bat-
ler, in rexard to foreigo governmeunts. He deemed
fc necessary sud proper 1o reverse all those de-
olslons, and for the gnod effect of eo dolog he re-
calved the thavks of the administration. In the
winter of 1862-3 he was elected to the Unitel
States Svnate, #nd-1o Mareh, 1803, resumed his
seat in that body, after an absence of fourteen
years. . He soon participated sotively in all the
debates, nnd wblle unswerviog iu tbe ey
port he gave the union oause, be (requently
resisted measures of the dominant party,
which he thonght unealled for by the necessities
of war, and subversive of the true lfbarties of the

opls and the rightsof the atates. He voted for
the constitutions] ymendment abolishing slavery,
haviag all his 1te deplored the existence of that
toesitation. Aftar the surreader of the southern
army Mre Johuson advised the Immediate read-
wienlon of the seceding ssated snd sn uvcondi-
tionpsl amneaty Y0 their peapie,  and in continued
and urgent advoosocy of tust course by the govern-
ment, and in his resistancs 1@ the passape of the
recons'ruction scts, be became in Congress and
was recognized throbghout the country ss the
leader of the Conservative psng. In voting for
ote of the reconstiuction bills which he held to be
n violation of the riglits of the stutes, he declared
that be did so only becanse he belteved that if ite
provisions wére not accepted by 1he sonthero pen-
ple harder tarms wou!d be exartet by the party io
power. o the summer of 1368 Mr. Johoson was
appointed minjeter to the t of 8t James, and
the appointment was immediately confirmed. In
Euj laud be was the recipient of atteations never
beforo psid to an American ewmbanssador. He
visited difforent pordons of the kingdom, nod
was everywhers wmet by n popular ovatlon.
In the ‘¢hiel commercial and inanafactur-
g  towns hanquiets were given Mim, ‘snd
a0 general was the demeustration that Lord
Clarendon writing to & friend in Ameries, and
referring to the matter, expreased his buolief tha,
Mr. Johuson was the vnly diplomatio representn
tive that had ever brought out the true friendiy
feeling of the British people for those of the United
Htates. Nor was it alone in his official relations
that he wus 80 cordinlly received. His fame usn
distinguisbed American lawsyer and jurtst bronght
bim tnto the most agreeablo intercourse with the
Jantlees nod leadivg barristers of Foeland.

fu a few mouths after hisarrival io England,
M. Johuson succeeded in vegotiating u troaty be-
twebo the two nationa, for the settleiuent of the
*Alabatwa olatms ” Thia treaty was tn strict ac-
cordiuce with the letter of Mr Johnson's instrue-
tions on eptering upon his nission, aud accom-
plisbed in fact more thau had ever hoen expected
tbe English government woald yield. The Senate,
however, tefused to ratiry the treity, althongh
tt was privitely acknowiedged by mr. Sambper
and otherlending men togeoure allourgovernment
had » right o a8k or soy reason to expect. It ia
known tnat a supposed party necers'ty aloune
cauaed the adverse action of the Nenate Mr.
Johnson'a dispateh to the 8tate Departmment in ex-
planation and defenae of that treaty was given at
the thme, nnd was a clear and able vindtcation of
hia own cause and of the jastice of the terma of
acttiement proposed.  Mr. Joimson returned from
Logland tn June. 1369, and resumed hia practice
n Baltimsore avd at Wash ngton,

Since that thue he bas not held any public
position, though frequently mentionsd in connee-
1ion with promanent places, witch he jnvAriably
decliond. He hus been engayed in manv impor-
tanht cases, requiring great labor and close atten-
t10p, ail of which be was able to bestow notwith-
standing his advanced age. Among the modt.
promineut ciauaea were the asunita  between
the Bajtimers and Ohio Rallroad Companv
aod  the.  State of Marymnd, in which
e appeared a8  couvsel for 1he  former.
During the preient winter be visited London ou
profeasional Lusiness, msking a short atay, duriug
whi-h he recerved warked attontion from all the
diatingutsl.ed persouages Loth in public and fn
rn\'um hife  About a month agn ke returned to
twithinore, both bisdepurture and hia return betog
martked with av avoidavce ot notorfety and dispiay
for which e waneverremnarkable, eivce hisratipe.
EITErroN pubiic ML Joulidon Tus by oloseiy
identitied with the Demodratiec party and though
never ponsentiog to vecome s capdidateé he bes at
tlwed yilelded to the urgent solteitations of Lis
frisuds wad given countenauce to the psrty and ira
sdsures by his partioipation. in publie meetivgs
sod by opinions and oxpresaions, whioch were al-
wars kiven tbhe widest circulation snd commanded
universal attrution.

In bis profedsional life, it wmay be truly said of
bim that, from bis very youth, be had uninter-
rupted sucoess. (ireat aswus his reputation us s
Iawyer of profound lesrving sud an advocate of
strong reasoniog powers, and of the most forcible aa
well a8 persuansive alpquanne, b was perbaps still
more remarkable at the bar for his dispiay of
an acute knowledes of huwman vatiues and an lo-
gevjous and itreriarible munnerof examhing and
cross-exsinining witussacs, eliciting truth from the
woat upwilling, and di-coveriug the Inlsehood of
the wost noblushiug.. 1u the exerciss of this pecu-
liar fucalty Mr. Johuson had no superior. Of Mr.
Johnsou’s private life'und character notbing could
be raid 1BOre QOrroctly expresaing the estitmation
m which be bas ever been beld by his per
sonusl friendd  apd those with whom he has
been brought fn countact, bun that he was a
gemal, upassuwivg geutlcinan. Married when only
twenty-ono years old. (0 o ludy of rure hesuty snd
force of character and wind, bie domestic cirela
had, for wore than ity years, beon the scenc of
comfert, tetinement and bappioess.  Siwple io bis
tustea, kind and gencrons in hia imphnises, & warm
and contlding fnoend, and a wost torziviug anewy,
hewasnot onTy entitled to the place which wasgiven
biw awoug lawers and  statesmen. but he. com-
mwabded ab cipually elevated posttion s & wan.

-
The News in the City.

The snvovuccwent of Mr. Johrson's death waa
not necoived in the city nntil i late bour last might.
The iutellizence treated the greatest astoniahmeut
and excitement awoong the comparatively few per-
sons who were abroad al the Qe -atnl waus csr-
ried with amazing rapidity frowm one to another,
until the melancholy tidings reached all parts of
the oity. At the hotels, the theatree, nud all publtic
places inquities us to the cause and manner of the
distipguishied statesmnan’s death were made, snd the
telegraph offices were besieged by anxious crowds
eager to obtuin a coutradiction or confirmation of
the painful rumor. The mewbers of his fatily tn
this ¢ity were, of course, all unprepared for the
dreadful shock, makiog it fal! more heavtly on
those who had 8o long looked upon hun as their
nonored head.



