THE TATE HON. HENRY WINTER DAVIS,
aeennglamr—

[Reported for the Baltimore Sun.]
Meeting of Members of the Bar—Ac-
tion of the Conrts—The Faneral—In-
cidents in-his Life, &¢..

A large meeting of the members of the Beach
and the Bar of this city was heid in the Superior
Court room yesterday, to take action relative to
the death of the Hon. Henry Winter Davia. On
motion of Hon. Wm. Fell Giles, Hon. R. N. Mar-
tin was called to the chair, and Reverdy Joha-
son, Jr., Esq., was appointed, secretary. On
motion of Mr. Schley, Esq., the *chair appointed
Wm. Schley, Esq.,Judges Giles, Bond and King,
and A. Stirling, Jr., Wm. Daniel, R. S. Matthews,
J. Morrison Harris anéd C. J. M. Gwinu, Esq3., o
committce to prepare resolntions expressive of
the sense of the meeting. After a short absence,
the following resolutions were reported by the
chairman of the committee, Wm. Schley, Eaq.:

Tiereas, In the Providence of God our distin-
guished brother. Henry Winter Davis. bas been
su((ildenly tajken from us in the very midst of life;

an : A

Thereas, The Bench and Bar of Baltimore de-
sire to testify in 8 becoming mannar their high
apprecistion of the merita of their deceased
brother and their eincere sorrow at his death;
therefore

R.solved. 1st. That in thg deathof Henry Win-
ter Davis the Maryland Bag has lost one of its
brightest ornaments—an alile lawyer and an hoxn-
orable and dignified practitioner.

2d. That in his death Maryland has jost one of
her most distinguished sons, of whom her citi-
zers had cause to be juatly proud. and of whose
future eminexsce 48 a statesman they have good
reason to cherish the moat confident expecta-
tions. .

Sd. That in his death the nation has losts
statesman of enlarged and comprehensive views,
which were maintained 89 resolutely under all
circumstances throughout his political life, that
oven those who differed from him, however
widely, freely awarded to him the praise of po-
litical consistency and political honcs}.{‘. .

dth. That we deeply sympathize with his be-
reaved family in their afiliction, and respectfully
tender to them our sincere condolence.:

5th. That these resolotions be published in
the several }mgers of Baltimore city, and, by
permission of the conrt, be entered on the min
utes of proceedings of the Superior Coart of Bal-
more city. i

6th. That a copy of the procecdings of this
meeting. signed by the chairman and secretary,
De transmitted to the family of the deceased.

REMARKS OF )R. 8CHLEY.

After the reading of the resolutions, Mr, Schley
spoke as follows:

Mr. Chairman—Whilat heartily concurring in
tte resoiutions which have just beecn read, I
should, nevertheless, do violence to my owa in-
dividnal feelings—feclings of real sorrotw and sin-
cerc regret at the death of our distingnished”
brother—if I conteated myself.with the perform*
ance of the cold daty of reporting these rcsola-
tions, withont adding my personal tribate of
respect to his memory.

Ailthough our intercourse was bhut occasional,
and by no means frequent, yet it ‘was always
friendly; and although it never led to especial
intimacy, it established be{ween ns thorelations
of mutual good-will and mutual respect. But
notwithstanding that our intercourse, profes-
sional and sociali, was thus limited, fall op-
portunities, nevertheless, were aflorded to mg
to form, as I believe, njusl‘]udgment of his char-
acier as 1 lawyer. and of his qnalities as a man,

I shall, in the first place, speak of him in his
professional capacity. From conferences in
coosultations; from my observations at the trial
table, wher we have happened to be there, as
collendgnen Or as opponents, I discovered that he
was e\’-%]y gronaded in the el ts of law,
and that he had great ability in _condacting the
heavy canaes to which I refer. He was in fact
ap able lawyer: and if he had given his power-
fol mind, entirely, or even ia & large degree, to
bis profession, e would undoubtedly have st-
tained a position in the rank of thé foremost
lawyers of our country. Buotlam apt to think
ibat he took no deiight inthe practice of hia
profession. His taste was for other books than
Coke upon Littleton, and Fearne on Contingen1
.Remainders. His mind was disinclined, as I
thought, to the investigation of individus! con-
troversies—to the settlement of questions of
mere meym and fuem. Itdelighted inthe eazer
queetions which concern the public, Nature de-
signed him for a statesman.

”t. 1? ngt my purpose to spe&k&f the p__ol:_t_i_cal
ik _.'.ea..o? t~.evrr'c0d? cxg%té tefie, It is, however, a
gratifying fact. that at an age, comparatively
early. he had, by common consent, attained a
position of distingunished eminence amongst the
statesmen of the country, and was confessedly
one of the foremost leaders of the political party
to which he wes attached. .

In private life, our deceased brother was a re
fined and courteous gentleman. Ife wasa man
of rarc aqnirements, and of a highly cuirivated
taete, His dizposition was genial and social; al-
though I have heard it eaid. and not anfrequent-
1y, that he.was reserved and haughty in his
bearing. i3 may have been so latterly; bue,
if o0, it was the result, in a large degrec, [ am
sure, of the disagreements, miznnderstandinga,
and animosities, inscparable from political tron-
bles. Our deceased brother was uot a man to
bend the knee to any man—not even to his con-
stituency. Feeling that he was acting as he
thonght his duty required him to act, he would
pot humbdle himsel{ to juatify his conduct, even
to his friende, much less to those who were un- |
friendly. Ile wasmnot a man to abandon his con-
victions. He was stern and uncompromisiaz and
fearlces in the discharge of what he considered
his dnties.

REMARKS OF HON.J. MORRISON IARRIS,
Mr Chatrmen T elan tananadat- &
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REMARKS OF HON.J. MORRISON ITARRIS.

Mr. Chalrmsn.—I risc to secoad the resointions
just submitted go,the meeting, well impressed
by the shock which the announzement of the
event to which they refer made upoa me. It
met me on my return to the city after a week's
abeence, iznorant even of bis sicknesa, with the
startling force of the unexpested and the terrible:
Within 8 week [ had met him in the full enjoy-:
ment of his usual vigorona health, and had I
Ycen called upon to speeolate upon the probable
duration of his life, knowin.z, as [ did. hisregular
hahits and phyaical vigor, 1 should have assign-

‘ed tohim many coming years cfactivity and labor.
Little did I dream that in one bricl week the
shadows of the valley would enfold him. ad thee
erave bar the prosécution of those plans of future
Fire to which his ambl!tions and earncst nature
looked forward, that a!l earthly nepirations
would be checked. all hnman hopes blighted,
and that in the prime and roundness of hia life
te would so soon pass from u3 forever, Com-
plring with the request of the committee just
made to me, to ageak to these resolutions, [
come with no stadied eculozy. but to utter my
honestly enterinined views of his character and
abilities. DMy service with him in Congress
gave me gix years of opportunity to judge
him, snd I know that I but echo the opiu-
jona of his peers 1o that arena when
Istyle bim a great man. The ordeal'through
which he passcd to his high position was a sharp
one. Circumstances bad given to it clements of
nrusuai;and marked bitterness,and yet so unques-
tionable was hisahility, so large his information,
£0 bold and striking his views, 20 evident his
earnest and clear convictions, and so irresistible
the power of his ci®quence, that, however men
differed with or censured him, he never rose to ad-
dress 'tbe House that itz membersdid not throng
sround him, and friend and foe alike accord to
him frank and lLiberal praise. In all his rela-
tions to the House he occupied a high position,
and while in both in the committec room and
upon the floor, he made himself felt. Ican say
with great satisfaction, that never in the fiercest
rage and bitterness of the Congresses in which
begerved, did I ever hear him accused of any-
thinz beyond the erroaeous opinions which his
opponents conceived him to entertain. Hiz more
important fpeeches werc the products of a full
mind, and its stores of acquisition were fused
with a freshness of handling that wasalways
novel, and applied with an earnest vigor that
commanded willing andience even where it fail-
ed to enforcefconviction. Hié arguments were
close, compact and terse—reasoning strictly, be
never stopped short of logical seqnences, and
bold and seli-poized, he did not panse to esti-
mate probable censure, or hold back from fear
of consgguences. He appeared to have an intui-
tive and usfaitering faith in his own convictione,
and he wronght courageously for their reallza-
tion. His fluency was wonderful, and his style
of spesking carried his hearecs with him by the
very raeh and impetus of the vigorous earneat+
nees that marked it. He was undoubtedly an
orator of rare ability, and those skillful to judes
assigned him a foremost rank among the elo-
quent epeakers of the country.
Having achieved such a reputation, sir, ia the
natiopal conncils, I feel that the regret at the
deccase of Mr. Davis will be wide-spread, and
that the grief of his friends will be shared by
many thousandsin other parts of the land; for he
had reached a dietinction among the leading
minds.of the copntry more rapid.in its: attain-
ment and distinctive in its character, than haa’
been won by any other of his age in our recent
political history. Upon his standing and ability
as a jawyer I will not enlarge, for referenco has
alrcady been made to it, and those who are to
follow me will doubtless allade to it. I willonly
84y that his cogent mode of arguing his causes,-
and the breadth and comprehensiveneas of his
argumente, have won him nnstinted praise in all
the courts in which he practiced,-and that in the
Sopreme Court he had gained the position of &
counscl of commanding abilities,

Others,sir, hig more intimate personal d
who £aw more & him than I hl\ll’a l’u(igly gé%: \gri
the familiar agsociations of life, will apeak of his
social qualities and estimable character, ' Proud
and self-contained in the matters that pressed
upon him sharply in the rough confiicts of public'
life, I know that he was gealal, vivacious and
singularly agrecable in his. private intercourse.
Extensive reading, large observation, literary
taste and a wonderful memory made him a most
attractive and pleasant companion; and while
bis earnest naturc attached hia fricnds most
strongly. to him, they. felt thet diffarences of
opinion did not beget {n him an: Peuoml 1ittle-
nesses, And that howas to bo fu ly and f mkldy
:gl;lred Bpon in all the professions of his ;rlan -
“Mr. Chairman, I'will not longer oct ime
others’ will useto better pu; 2&. ﬁfﬁy[ %ook
aronnd this room and.recall’ the many similar
gatlie ‘f,"l havo seen bere in my own counec-’
tion- with; the bar, when Iremember the many*
gifted and beloved men whose presence ha¥ been
ozt 10 ug forevec—whea A LAWK Of Lheag who,




in the maturity of lumkug and the fuliness
of honors, have deecended from that Bench
which you, sir, adorn, to the repose of the
tomb—of the eloquent advocates whoae thrill-
ing words we shall hear no more—the
kindly natures to the memory of whose
virtues we continue to cling, and now close my
weak tribute of respect to the memory of him
who has just passed with such startling swift-
ness into thoeland of the departed, and know
that dearer to those whose f"‘” our poor sym-

athy cannot leseen than all the praise he may
gave won in public life, i8, and will continue to
be, the knowledge that he died in the firm faith
of a Christian man, I cannot but feel the solemn-
ity of the warning this event gives to us, who,
now surviving him, are no less liable than he to
such swift and unlooked-for death, and feel the
silent “eloquence with which the occasion sui-
geets that we, too, may be standing on the brink
of the unseen and the eternal. ;

REMARKS OF MR. GWINN.

Mr. Chaiiman—I cannot but remember how
often, in late ycars, we havec met to pay this
tribute to the memory of our dead. cdays
are not distant when those who survive will
aggemble to render the same sad offices to many
who are here present. Some may perish in
{guth. some in mature life, and seme in old age.

henever we may depart, it is a consolation to
know that kindly memories will alone survive
us, and that the old and the young will mourn
as brethren around our graves. With this feel-
ing we have met here to-day. It-was not my for-
tune to have held any intimate relations with our
deceased brother. But [ know that he was quali-
fied, both ULy application and capacity, to have
attained the highest honors of ouar profession.—
I know thatin the House of Representatives he
had earned, in the conflict of debate, a reputa-
tion seldom surpassed, and that he well deserved
the high praise which men were accustomed to
E“ to his eloquence and ability, I know that he

ad those rarer and more precions qualities
which drew closely to him, in youth and man-
hood, very many {riends;and that thesc qualities
were signally illustrated in his private life. In
thus recallln% him ‘to your recollection I have
sought, Mr. Chairman, to epeak the plain und
simple words of truth, is usutimely death and
the sorrow of those who were ncarest to him
may well awaken deep regret and sympathy
among his brethren of the bar. As one member
of your committee, I beg leave to lay this tribute
on his grave.

REMARKS OF R. 8. MATHEWS, £3Q.

Mr. Matthews paid an extended tribute to the
merits of the deceased, from which the«follow-
ing paragraphs are extracted: °

In the death of Henry Winter- Davis, the law
has lost one of its ablest and most ingenions in-
terpretere, in wbhom the rareat gifts of narure
were united with ripe scholarship, and copions
and accurate leﬁul learning—

“But since he had
The ?em"us o be loved—why let him have
The justice to be honored in his grave.”

He was peculiarly fitted for the highest tasks
of forensic labor, and brought to the discharge
of the trusts committed td his management a
profound appreciation of 'the responsibilities of
an advocate. In emall, as in great cases, he was
psinstaking and exact, mever trusting to the
chances of the .trial tigblé interests which conld
be best promoted by faithful study and prepara-
tion. 0 question was so complicated as to
baffle his powers of subtle analysis, and the most
abstruce principles were simplified by the force
of his clear logic. He was a rapid, keen and ex
haustive thinker—not less eminent for the quick-
. nees of his perceptions than for the copions!logic

with which he illustrated every subject upon
which his niind was brought to bear. Although
it was easy, at all times, to recognize in his dic-
tion and in his varied style the cultivation of 8
scholar of widely diversiiicd attainments, yet his
arguments in the courts were sui generis, exhibi-
tions of groccssea of pure rcasoning, the crea-
tions of bis own intellect; they were terse, vig
orous, compact and_lucid, and their unity was
eeldom marred by the interpolation of decided
cases.

For some years Mr. Davis has becp seldom
eeen and seldom heard in oar courts. pearing
oniy when retained in cases of nnusual magni-
tude and ioterest, he leaves behind him few re-
cords of professional succeas in our midst; but
he was for years a distinguished practittoner in
Alexandrisa, and has left imperishable evidence
of his abilities on the pages of the reports of the
highest tribunal of the country. While he was
thoroughly alawyer in the conventional and
honorable sense in which that term js applied
to those who *‘practice the law," he rose above
the narrowing influences of mere professional
training, and was ca?able of mastering the lar-
ger qucations of public import, with which, dar-
Ing the last ten yers, ho has hegh AgpskogFAlly
fipon hfs reputation earncd as the represeata~
tive of a portion of the geo%le dusing four
seesions of the Congress of the United States.—
He was .the most self-rcliant andj selfpoised
man in the national councils. - When once satis-
fied thata certain course was to be pursned, he
walked through it to the end, and never asked
himself how many or how few would follow hiw.
Dreading alone the condemmnation of his own
I conscience, e neither omitted to do what it dic-
. tated, nor dreaded the disapprobation of others.

He felt that right, and truth, and justice ought to

be popular, and he was their champion at all
timee, agninst all odds and fearless of all conse-
quencea. He could dare to do what moat men
would shrink from; he conld dare to leave un
donc a thouaard thinga which men, equally hoa-
esl, but with coaraer natures, are in the habit of
thinking necessary to the success of o Tubue
man. No man of his age has attracted a larger
share of public attention during the brief but
brilliant career which bas terminated so abrupt-

ly. Inthe vigor and beautv of manhood—in the

prime and pride of lntelIecL—the lawyer, orator

aud statesman has been removed from our midst.
a REMARKS OF MR, STERLING.

Archibald Sterilng, Jr, Esq., nextaddressed

the meetlng, aod though evidently much affectod
by the eudden death of onp wirl erham bt
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himeel( how many or how few would follow him.
Dreading alone the coudemnation of his own
conscience, he neither omitted to do what it dl¢-
tated, nor dreaded the disapprobation of others,
He felt that right, and truth, and justice onght tn
be popnlar, and he wag their champion at all
times, azainat all odds and fearless of all conse-
quences. He could dare to do what moat men
would slirink from; he counld dare to leave nn
doue a Lhouaacd thinga which men. equally hoa-
eat. but with coarser natures, are in the nabit of
thinking necessary to the success of a pabiic
man. No man of his age kas attracted a larger
share of pubiic attention during the briel hut
brilliant carcer which has terminated so abrupt-
ty. Inthe vigor and beautv of manhood—in the
prime and pride of intelicct—the lawyer, orator
snd siatesman has been removed from our midst.
. REMARKS OF MR. STERLING.
Archibald Sterilng., Jr, Eeq., nextaddressed
the meeting. and though evidently much affectod
by the sudden death of one with whom he had
loug sustained intimate personal relations, he
rave an intercsting analysiz of the mental
powers and inteliectual accomplishments of the
deceased. and paid a beautiful tribute to his
pirsonal and professional character.
Previous to putting the question on the adop-
tion of the resolutions, Judge Martin ob3erved:
Before submitting for the consideration of this
meeting the resolutions taat have just heen read,
1 desirc to say that I nnite with the barin desply
lementing the death of the late Hon. I{eary Win-
ter Davis, for Feveral years a successfal and dis-
tinguished mumber of the profession. I concur
in all that has been enid in praisc of our profes-
sional brother, as an accomplished, skillfnl and
able lawyer, with intellectual power as anadvo-
cate and a debater that gave him a conspicuous
place among the most “brilliant of our orensic
and parliamentary orators, and as possecssing all
those qualities which belong to a caltivated and
irreproa. hable gentieman. Mr. Davis is in all
reepecta entitled to thisilast tribute of respect
which we are about to render to his memory,
and, on the adoption of the resolutions, I shall
direct them to be placed on thé record of the
court.
The resolutions were then unanmously adop:-
cd and the meeting adjorrned.

ACTION OF THE COURTS.

Tn the Courts of the city the death of the Hon.
Ilenry Winter Davis was announced in terms of
decp feeling and profound respect, and they all
adjourned In honor of hig memory. In the Uni-
ted States District Comt Wm. J. Jones, Esq., the
district attorney, made the motion to adjourn,
afier remarking at length| upon the high charac-
ter of the deceased, to which Judge Gilea re-
sponded. Inthe Criminal Court the announce- |
ment was made by the Sgate's attorney, George
C. Maund, Ezq.. and the fotion for adjoarnment
by 1. Herbert Richardson, Esq., and the Hon. C.
p P L(u?, all_of whom spoke in eloquent
terms, and Judge Bond responded in a very feel-
ing manner. Inthe @rcuit Court Milton Whit-
ney, Esq., paid an cloquent tribute to the de-
ceascd, to which Judge Alexander res; ed In
appropriate tormg, In the Saperior Wm. Schley,
Lisq., made the motion to/adjourn, which Judge
Martin, after a few remarks, directed to be done.

' FUNERAL CF THE DECEASED.

The body of Mr. Davis laid in state at his late
residence, on St. Paul street, near Saratoza, yes-
terday morning from 10 A, M. until 1 P, M., hun-
dreds of our citizens thronging tha houase during
the intervening hours to take a-last look at the
remains. The body was encased .in-a handsome

jack cloth covered coflin with rich silver mount-

"inge,and on a plate over the breast waa engraved

the nameand the date of his decease. Wreaths of
white rogea and laurel covered the top of the
coftin. Many cplored people were among those
who viewed the remains during the morninz.—
A-large company was present, when, at1X P,
M., Rev. Dr. Hobart, of Grace Chureh, in a very
touching manner, read the customary prayers of

" the Eplecopal church, after ‘which"tne funeral
‘cortege formed and moved to the cemetery of St.

Paul’s chiurch, corner of Fremont and Lombard
atreets. The line of carriages was very.lengthy.
The. pall-bearers were "Hons. J. A. J. Gressweﬁ,
United States Senator, of Maryland; Hon. H.'F.
Blow, M. C., of Missouri; Hon. Green cla({ Smith,
M. C., of Kentucky; Hon: Hugh L. Bond, Archi-
bald Sterling, Esq., E. %; Petherbridge, Eaq.,

'W. J, Albert, Esq., and Dg.'Thomas F', Murd ,
Among the many- distingtulshed. gentlemen pre-
sent were Chief Justice Chiase and-Associate Jus-
tices Swaymneand Davis Jof:the.-Supreme Coart of
the United States, the latter “being a cousin
of the deceased; Hon. B! ‘M. Stanton, Secretary
of War; Hon. James Harlan, Secretary of she In-
terior; Seuators.Sumner, Morgan and Sprague:
Representatiyes Hooper,.of Mass., Brandagee, of
Conn., Phélps-and'J. L. Thomas, of Md.; Judges
Olin and Cartter; of the Supreme Conr_f of the
t of Columbia, togathar: with Mdyor Wal-
lach, J. I Bragdley, and several other prominent
cltizens of Washington, #‘he military, too. had
iis eminent repregentatives, among the rost Maj.
Geu, H: K, ding the Midd'e Depart-
‘ment; Mq&r Gena. Getty.an rroll, Brig. Gens, |
Grahamy Woolley and D on. Hls Excellency
the -Governor, elgct, Thos.| Swann, and the Hon.
C. C. Cox, Licutenant Governor, wero 28120 pras-
ent, The City ;Oouncils, })durln the morning,

held mn informal meeting, and haviag unani-
mously agreed, 83 o mark of respect to the mem-
Ory of the deccased, to atfend tha fuueral in a
Body, were likewise present, ..

-On the arrival of the Hoar#o at the cemetery

.quite & large crowd gathered 'at the gate, and it

roquired the seryices of-thie pollce to enablo the

{gnnl::ltt'r:llnmtognu through, . The exercises at
e ! lace cong

the heau ltul-ﬁwrhl u::‘v

heé'body was plac




ton having peform elr monrhful errand, re-
turned in% gpeclale&tntlo? that cit, r at 4.20 P. l!'.‘iF
INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF NR. DAVIS. |
A correspondent of the Sun furnishes us with
the following facts in the life of the late My,
D

HE was born in Annapolis in [1817, when bia
father, thelate Rev. Henry Lyon Davis, himselfla
Dative of Charles county, was rector of the par-
ish from 1816 to 1835." The name Winter was
that of his mother's family. Hefemoved in the
spring of 1825 to Cecil county and speedily after-
wards to er near Brandywine, Delaware, whe
he became intimate in the family of Du Pont.
Upon the death of his mother, b%ng still a child,
he was taken by his aunt, Miss Winter, to Alex-
andria, whitker she had removed from Annapo-
lis; and for his education was at one time sent to
Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio. Returning to
Alexandria, he studied and practiced law, at-
tained eminence as an orator, married, became a
widower, and finally removed to Baltimore in
15848, where.jwith the exceution of a short visit
to Europe for health, ie has ever since resided.




