Peter A. Jay

Here’s to Bill James:

Gentleman Statesman

Eight years ago, Se;xétol;

William S. James (D., Har-"

ford), the president of“the
state Senate, was sitting in
the Little Campus restaurant
in Annapolis near the end of
the legislative session and
musing about his future.

“Yes,” he said in his dry
serious ' way, “I'm going to
miss this place, But I've
been here 16 years, and it’s
time to move on.”

He didn’t, of course. He:

was expecting to run for at-
torney general on one of the
stronger Democratic tickets,

but it didn’t work out and he -
ran for the Senate again,.
rather to the annoyance of

those in Harford county who
were eying his seat. -

Now here he is again, high .

and dry just as before, eight
years later. The attorney
generalship of the State of
Maryland, a job he always
has wanted, has once again
‘been dangléd tantalizingly
before  him . .'and - then

snatched away. Nice guys,

as Leo Durocher said, finish
last.

So this Is an encomium of

sorts to a nice guy and per-
haps the ablest and most
industrious member of the
Maryland Senate, which he
has served as president since
1963, earning the respect and
affection of both liberal and
conservative colleagues.

(As a truth-in-reporting ad-
visory note to newspaper-
reading consumers, it should
be duly -mentioned- that. the
senator and I- both come
from the same part of the
state and that our -associa~
tion goes bhack a long time.
But it has always been a

professionai. one, and never
social.) v ,

Mr. James -hasnt Vet
made up his mind about.his

future, but he isn’t likely fo -

retire at the age of 66, and

-he has about ‘ruled out a

campaign for a sixth Senate
term. He has been offered
the new full-time position of -
stale treasurer, mow held on
a part-time basis by former

Governor J. Millard Tawes,"
and he will probably end up -

acceptingit. - °

_. But he will miss the Legié-' -
* lature, where he operated

with insight and independ-
ence on the Senate rostrum,
flexible or stubborn “as the’
occasion demanded. P

- . He functioned, "as'nresidffxg
-officer, like a patient and

understardinrg schoolmaster,

-well-sunolied- with auotations

and aphorisms to use as cool-
ing diversions when tempers
rose. He also used- the free-
wheeling position of Senate
president,” unencumbéred by
committee tasks, to pursue

“his interests in dll sorts of. ..
legislative nooks- and cran-

nies where few had explored
before, '

“I've always thought Billy

would make a splendid gov-
ernor,” said Semator Julian
L. Lapides (D., 2d Balti+
more) the other day. And so
he would—but of Vermont,
maybe, or some other state

where progressive thinking ~

and rural courtesies blerd;

not, probably, of chactic
Maryland. .
Mr. James is ‘also the

chairman 'of the Maryland

Democratic party, a icb. he.

received, like ‘the Senate
presidencv. . because he was
the onlv Democrat whom all

-factions respected—and be-
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cause he was certain to work
bard at it.

As party chairman, he has
done much to heal the.
breach between the regulars
and the McGovernite left.
Rikki Fleisher, & board -
member of the New Demo-
eratic Coalition, wrote in the
NDC’s March newslettér that
though Mr. James’s “ideas -
and contracts were rooted in
the party’s - establishment
and in its past .. his undi-
luted integrity and elastic in-
telligence made it possible
for him to find a way to
accommodate the views and
personnel offered by the New

- Democratic coalition.”

Unlike many of his. col-
leagues, during -the legisla-
tive session he was never
found wining and - dining
with journalists, lobbyisis or
o‘her General Assembl: han-
gers-on during the long An-

U.ON “THEN EITHERY

napolis evenings. He ivbrked

~ at night, reading bills and

reports,

Nor has he made money,
directly or indirectly, from
his legislative career. His
law office in Bel Alr is about

.the size of a Volkswagen

interior, and he does not
speculate in real estate.

It has been Maryland's
good fortune that, in recent
years at least, it has had a
number of men in positions
of legislative leadership who
have had vision as well as
political savvy, and have seen
the weaknesses of state gov-
ernment and been able fo |
devise 'ways to improve
it. Ot t'is handful of lead-
evs, Bill James has been the
stardont, H~'11 be missed in
the Senate next year, but if
n- sakex over (ne post  of
state treasurcr we can be:
qu e tha! Mar«land’'s money
will be in the best of hands.




