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\. Wit for their own accommodation. They were 
|ir-, tlw occupied by French prisoners captured in 
B l/Insurgent by the old Constellation. After it 
I 'Wl no longer useful for the purposes of a 
& jfnoa or barracks the old building was used as 
$M iraenal where arms belonging to the State 
I «re stored. An armorer was regularly appoint
e d to care for the building and its contents. An 
I M cannon which came down from the Revolu-
4 floa lay upon the ground for many years. I t 

tw used from time to time to fire fourth of 
ijtlj salutes and upon other occasions. Upon 

the election of William Henry Harrison in 1840 
I At cannon was fired for the last time. One of 
j>,(k» men undertaking to fire the piece filled it 
| tfth clay which caused an explosion and the 
tlun was" killed.* 
».- There were some kind of barracks at Freder-

f;Mt before the buildings erected under the Act 
f it 1777 because as early as July 1775 John 
I Hanson, in a letter to Peyton Randolph Presi-
Cfat of Congress urged Congress to take early 
; SKiiurcs to supply the "arsenal and barracks 
I it Frcdericktown" with arms and ammunition. 
, -In July 1775 John Hanson, J r . wrote to 

?ffcyton Randolph of Virginia, President of the 
j Continental Congress, from Frederick that 
[There is too much reason to believe that an ex-

dition will be set on foot by the British and 
i«ns in Canada against the Western fron-

Hkn of this State. Agents and allies of the 
I liag ind parliament of Gen. Gage and Lord 

Dunmnre, it is believed in this place are now 
SlfHltiDg with the Delaware and Shawnee In-
H r o in Ohio and bands in Kentucky and 
gOanada, with a view to destroy our frontier 
j towns and desolate our homes and firesides. We 
llltdetermined to keep a vigilant eye on all such 
Eojwti and emissaries, but it would be highly 
f-Jndent to take early measures to supply the 
W*n»l and barracks at Fredericktown with 

[IBM and ammunition to enable the male popu-
. Won to defend all the inhabitants in case the 
i wergency should arise in which it will become 
Mir solemn duty to aid." 

* In point of fact Mr. Hanson had good reason 
fc» his apprehensions. Lord Dunmore the 
Owernor of Virginia having been driven from 
the Old Dominion took refuge on a British Man 

>M War and began a warfare along (he coasts of 
Htnrland and Virginia. He had a plan for 
ttitmg off communication between the North

ern lad the Southern colonies. With this ob-
JRtin view he accepted a proposition made by 
•oe Dr. John Connolly, a native of Pennsylvan
ia *ti gave him a deed for 2000 acres of land 
•a the Ohio as an advance payment for his 

services. The plan was well conceived. Con
nolly was to unite the Indians along the Ohio 
to make war upon the back settlements of 
Maryland and Virginia. Then he was to raise 
an army at Detroit, seize Pittsburg and attack 
Maryland and Virginia from the rear. A strong 
post was to be established at Fort Cumberland 
and the seizure of Alexandria effected from 
that base. Alexandria being strongly fortified 
and occupied by a force of British soldiers 
would enable them, it was thought, to interrupt 
communication between the Northern and 
Southern colonies and compel Washington 
either to abandon the South or divide his army. 
Connolly had met Lord Dunmore in Pittsburg a 
few years before the war. On July 25, 1775 
Connolly joined Lord Dunmore on board the 
"Fowey" Man of War where the plan was per
fected. Then I/)rd Dunmore sent him to Gen. 
Gage for his approval of the plan. The paper 
suhniited to Gen. Gage by Connolly was as 
follows.— 

"As I have, by direction from his Excellency 
Lord Dunmore, prepared the Ohio Indians to 
act in concert with me against his Majesty's 
enemies in that quarter, and have also dispatch
ed intelligence to the different officers of the 
militia on the frontiers of Augusta County in 
Virginia, giving them Lord Dunmore's assur
ances that such of them as shall hereafter evince 
their loyalty to his Majesty by putting them
selves under my command when I shall appear 
among them with proper authority for that 
purpose, of a confirmation of titles to their 
lands and the quantity of 300 acres to all who 
should take i:p arms in the support of the Con
stitution, when the present rebellion subsided, I 
will undertake to penetrate through Virginia 
and join his Excellency, Lord Dunmore, at 
Alexandria early next spring, on the following 
condition and authority: 

"1st. That your Excellency will give me a 
commission to act as Major-Commandant of 
such troops as I may raise and embody on the 
frontiers, with the power to command to the 
westward and employ such serviceable French 
and English partisans as I can employ by pe
cuniary rewards or otherwise. 

"2nd. That your Excellency will give orders 
to Captain Lord on the Illinois to remove him
self with the garrison under his command from 
Fort Gage to Detroit by the Aubache, bringing 
with himself the artillery, stores etc., to facili
tate which undertaking he is to have authority 
to hire boats, horses, Frenchmen, Indians etc. 
to proceed with all possible expedition on that 
route, as the weather may occasionally permit, 

•Edwird T. Scbultz address. 
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and to put himself under my command on.his 
arrival at Detroit. 

"3rd. That the commissary at Detroit shall 
be empowered to furnish such provisions as I 
may judge necessary for the good of the service, 
and that the commanding officer shall be in
structed to give every possible assistance in en
couraging the French and Indians in that set
tlement to join me. 

"4th. That an officer of artillery be im
mediately sent with me to pursue such route as 
I may find most expedient to gain Detroit, with 
erders to have such pieces of light ordnance as 
may be thought requisite for demolishing Fort 
Dunmore and Fort Fincastle, if resistance 
3hou!d be made by the rebels in possession of 
those garrisons. 

"5th. That your Excellency will empower 
me to make such reasonable presents to the In
dian Chiefs and others as may urge them to act 
with vigor in the execution of my orders. 

"6th. That your Excellency will send Lord 
Dunmore such arms as may be spared in order 
to equip such persons as may be willing to 
serve his Majesty at our junction in the vicinity 
ef Alexandria, &c. If your Excellency judges it 
expedient for the good of the service to furnish 
me with the authority and other requisites I 
have mentioned, I will embrace the earliest op
portunity of setting off for Canada and shall 
immediately dispatch Lord Dunmore's armed 
schooner which now awaits my commands, with 
an account of what your Excellency has done, 
and that I shall be ready, if practicable to join 
your Lordship by the 20th of April at Alexan
dria, where the troops under my command may 
fortify themselves under the cover of the Men 
of War on that station. 

"If on the contrary, your Excellency should 
not approve of what I propose, you will be good 
enough to immediately honor me with your dis
patches to the Earl of Dunmore, that I may re
turn as early as possible." 

This plan was frustrated by the arrest of a 
small party in Frederick County in December 
1775. The party consisted of Lieut. Colonel 
John Connolly, of Pennsylvania, Allan Cam
eron, a native of Scotland, J . F. D. Smith and a 
servant and they were arrested by a party of 
rifle men from Hagerstown in their beds at the 
house of Dr. Snavely on the • Conococheague 
where they were spending the night of Novem
ber 19, 1775. The prisoners were carried to 
Hagerstown and examined and were then car-
Tied to Frederick and imprisoned. The story of 
this adventure is told by Smith in a work in two 
volumes entitled "A Tour of the United States 
of America" published in London in 1784. 
Smith was a native of Scotland who had made 

his home in Charles County Md. Connolly was 
well known to Ix>rd Dunmore as a loyalist and 
Smith had early identified himself with the tor-
ies and for that reason left his home and went to 
Norfolk where he readily consented to embark 
in Connolly'3 enterprize. The plan was for the 
party of four to go by vessel from Norfolk up 
the Potomac to Smith's house on Port Tobacco 
Creek and then to pass on horseback to Detroit. 
It was proposed that Smith should pass through 
Pittsburg with dispatches to McKie the Indian 
superintendent and other -friends of the Eng
lish, then to proceed down the Ohio and up 
the Scioto through the Shawnees, Delawares 
and Wiandotts to Sandusky, thence to cross 
Lake Erie to Detroit. The other two members 
of the party were to go to Detroit by the most 
direct route. Here a large force was to be col
lected, carried to Pittsburg, which was to be 
captured and the whole strength of that settle
ment formed into regiments which were to be 
marched across the mountains to Fort Cum
berland thence to fall down the Potomac, meet 
Ixjrd Dunmore and seize Alexandria from 
which city Virginia was to be overrun. This 
glorious scheme ended most ingloriously before 
it had well begun. The party landed in the St. 
Mary's river and then proceeded on horseoack 
on their long journey. They arrived at Freder
ick on the muster day of the militia. The con
spirators aroused suspicion at the inn where 
they spent the night and learning that it was 
proposed to take them before the Committee of 
Safety the following day, they left in the morn
ing by day break and it was several hours later 
that the pursuit began. "We passed," said Smith, 
"through a villsge named Middle Town, about 
eight miles beyond Frederick; and in the South 
Mountain, four miles farther we took the 
wrong road which led us to another village 
named Funks Town after Jacob Funk a Ger
man, the proprietor. We dined in this place 
and passed on through a considerable town 
called Hagerstown, named so also after the pro
prietor a German; a few miles beyond which 
we unfortunately met a little man, a hatter, who 
knew Col. Connolly at Pittsburg where he had 
lived, and now recollected him again and spoke 
to him. 

"We lodged at one Dr. Snayvelley's, a Ger
man, about five or six miles beyond Hagerstown 
upon the banks of the river Connegocheague and 
accordingly as I had dreaded, about midnight 
we were all seized in our beds and made prison
ers by a party of riflemen from Hagerstown 
who were ordered out for that purpose in conse
quence of the little hatter's information. This 
company consisted of thirty-six men exclusive 
of officers who rushing suddenly into our room 
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with their rifles cocked and presented close to 
our heads while in bed, obliged us to surrender. 
This happened in the night of tbe 19th of No-
rember 1775." The prisoners were carried to 
Higerstown, and were treated, they claimed 
with the utmost indignity.* After being ex-
tmined they were sent under a strong guard to 
Frederick. "At Frederick, I was told," said 
8fflith, "that I need not expect to get clear, for 

; I was a noted friend of Great Britain and they 
bad long endeavored to get me in their power. 

;.- Here we were stripped and searched again and 
txtmined separately before the committee 
where one of the most illiberal, inveterate and 
tiolent rebels named Samuel Chase (son of a 
respectable and very worthy clergyman of this 
province) a lawyer and a member of the Con-
fress presided. 

•"At,this place we were not a little alarmed 
lest they should discover our instructions, 
pipers, etc., as they examined everything 
10 strictly as to taWi our saddles to pieces and 
to Uke out the stuffing and rip open the soals :>f 
•Mr boots, in vain, for the object of their search 
was not found, although they so frequently 
kindled what contained it. However by some 
aeglect of Col. Connolly's servant, an old torn 
piece of paper was found in his portmanteau 
which discovered part of our design, and then 
Col. Connolly to prevent our falling an imme-
diate sacrifice to a frantic mob, acknowledged 
our commission." John Hanson, afterwards, 
president of Congress, presided over the com
mittee which made this examination and Sam-

!,lel Chase, "son of a respectable and very worthy 
Scfergynian of this province" presided at another 
i'«i the, examinations. The prisoners were eon-
: lied in the house of Charles Beatty in a close 
; Worn in the third story under a strong guard, 

we were confined," says Smith, "tor 
j.ltren weeks all in one room, under a strong 

(purd, suffering every species of insult daily, 
lid in danger of being murdered every night. 
The servant however, who was faithful to his 
bust, hping allowed to go at large from the 
list of our confinement, took care to destroy 
the mail pillion-sticks, containing the papers, 

commissions and instructions, which we dreaded 
so much being discovered, as soon as he could 
effect it with safety, which put an /end to our 
anxiety and alarms on that account." 

Smith describes Frederick as "a fine, large 
town, built of brick and stone, there being very 
few timber houses in it, it is an inland town, 
being at least fifty miles from George Town, 
which is the nearest navigation or port, and is 
not situated upon any river or water course, the 
nearest to it bmng Monocacy creek, which is 
four miles distant and Potomac river which is 
about eight miles from it. The land around 
Frederick Town is heavy, strong and rich, weH 
calculated for wheat, with which it abounds, 
this being as plentiful a country as any in the 
world. The fac/? of the country here swells into 
beautiful hills and dales, and twelve miles be
yond the town it arises into mountains named 
the South Mountain. The soil is generally of 
a deep, rusty brown color and strongly impreg
nated with iron. Frederick Town is not so large 
as Alexandria but more considerable than Wil
liamsburg or Annapolis and contains upwards 
of two thousand inhabitants who abound in 
provisions and all the necessaries of life. Be
yond the mountain, Elizabeth Town, or Ha-
gar's Town as it is generally called, astonishes 
you by its magnitude, b/?auty and good build
ings, chiefly composed of stone and lime. * * * 
Both Frederick Town and Hagar's Town as well 
as the greatest part of the back country of 
Maryland and Pennsylvania, are inhabited 
chiefly by Germans and Irish, but tbp first are 
the most numerous; and carry on almjost every 
kind of manufacture as well as a considerable 
share of trade. Neither of them stands upon 
any large water cours/?, but there is abundance 
of mills, forges, furnaces and iron works all 
around them throughout the adjacent country. 
Many of the Irish here can scarcely speak in 
English and thousands of the Germans under
stand no language but High Dutch. However 
they are all very laborious and extremely indus
trious, having improved this part of the country 
beyond conception, but they have no idea of 
social life. They cam," to Frederick Town from 

•The following entry relating to these prisoners 
It found In the proceedings of the Committee of 
Observation at Hagerstown. 
... "At the meeting of the committee on the 20th 
.it November 1775 present, Mr. James Smith, 
president; Messrs. Stull, Balrd, Swearingen, A. 
Bench, Zwlngley, John Rem li, and S. Hughes. 
J)Kt John C • (Connollyl of Fort Pit t and cer-
uln persons called Doctor 8 [Smith) and M. 
0 — [Cameron], were brought before the com-
•litee and accused of being inimical to the liber-
UM of America, 

Resolved, unanimously that the said Doct. C 

(from certain papers produced to this committee 
and acknowledged to have been written by him) 
is a dangerous enemy to the colonies and as 
such shall be sent to the Council of Safety or 
Convention for further trial. 

It was also resolved that the aforesaid 
Doct. S • and M. C being found guilty of 
many equivocations and coming in company wilh 
the aforesaid Doct. C from the dangerous 
councils of Lord Dunmore, that It is the opinion 
of this committee that the said S and C 
shall be sent to the Council of Safety or Conven
tion for further enquiry." 
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all quarters to behold us as if we were some 
strange sight and were always very liberal of 
insults and abuse without the least cause or 
provocation." On Dec. 30, 1775 orders were 
brought to Frederick from Congress that the 
prisoners should be sent to them at Philadelphia 
and they were notified that they would start 
the next day. Smith had long been planning 
an escape and had engaged a citizen of the 
town named Barclay to accompany and guide 
him in his enterprise for which he promised 
Barclay a liberal reward. The night the orders 
for removal arrived Smith remained awake un
til both the sentinels were asleep. The door 
was locked on the outside but Smith had no dif
ficulty in unsenewing the lock and walking off 
over the sentries He went to the house of Bar
clay, aroused him and the two started off. The 
weather was cold and there was a deep snow 
over which there was a crust of sleet which 
made walking most laborious. The escaped 
prisoner had to leave most of his clothre but 
managed to carry off his papers and some few 
valuables which he expected to sustain him as 
his whole supply of money which the commit
tee had rrrmitted him to retain was one guinea 
and of that only one dollar remained. He be
gan his'flight to Pittsburg under the most de
plorable conditions. He attempted to cross the 
Potomac and pass up the Virginia side; but hp 
broke through the ice and was nearly drowned. 
He then crossed the mountains to Washington 
County. I t was snowing and freezing and he 
finally reached the housp of a German who 
could speak no English and had no fire by 
which he could warm and dry himself, so he 
travelled wet and cold all day and at night lav 
before the fire of a German settler. The night 
before he had slept on the floor of the home of 
a Scotchman on the bank of the Potomac. 
After having travelled a long distanep to get 
around the town of Sharpsburg, every step 
sinking knee deep in the snow and cutting his 
legs on the ice, on New Year's day 1776 he 
came to the mouth of the Conococheague. The 
creek was frozen half way over and the fugi
tives, stripping themselves went over through 
the icy water up to their shoulders. Hearing 
here that they were pursued they went into 
North Mountain where they spent the night 
under a rock. From the eastern slope of North 
Mountain to the Youghiogheny river where he 
was recaptured on the 12th of January, the 
country was at that time a wilderness and but 
few houses were seen. At Fort Cumberland 
there was a small public house and Smith was 
greatly impressed by the grand scenery of the 

Narrows. Before reaching Cumberland Smith 
hurt his foot, sprained his ankle and became ill 
and was deserted by Barclay who made off with 
all his valuables and clothes except those he 
wore. 

The party that captured Smith as he was 
nearing Pittsburg, tied him upon a horse, with 
his hands tied behind him and a bell to the 
horse's neck and he was carried back in this 
manner near 300 miles to Frederick. He com
plained that his captors treated him with great 
inhumanity. The rapid pace at which he was 
carried, he said probably saved his life, for when 
it was heard in Pittsburg that a man had been 
captured who was on his way to raise the In
dians, they started after him to kill him, but 
failed to overtake the captors and the captive. 
Smith was delivered to the committee at Ha-
gerstown by whom he was examined. After 
an attempt to win him over to the American 
cause had failed, the committee ordered him to 
be sent to Congress at Philadelphia. A party 
of twenty-one escorted him, bound on his horse. 
The horse was also tide with ropes by which he 
was led, accompanied with life and drum play
ing the Rogue's March. Thus they came to 
Frederick where Smith was taken before the 
committee which ordered him to prison, but the 
guard refused to give him up and proceeded on 
the next day toward Philadelphia. Fifteen 
miles from the town they were overtaken by a 
party of fifty armed men to return him to 
Frederick. A long altercation occurred but the 
Frederick party was finally persuaded to let 
him go on to Philadelphia. Smith was impris
oned for more than a year in Philadelphia and 
was then transferred to Baltimore where Con
gress was in session at the time. He, with 
two others escaped from prison and made their 
way down the bay. After various adventures 
they were taken on a British Man of War. 

Immediately upon the disappearance of the 
Provincial Government the Committees of Ob
servation assumed the control of affairs in 
Frederick County and governed with a firm 
hand. Frederick town was the scene of constant 
activity. There were meetings of the commit
tees, raising of troops, gathering of supplies and 
a stern repression of anything like disloyalty. 
Arms and supplies were moved up from An
napolis to be farther away from danger of cap
ture by the British, and a quantity of powder 
was stored in the market house. In January 
177G the State Convention ordered a levy of 
1440 men for the defense of the Province and 
the Province was divided into districts, with a 
brigadier general assigned to each. Frederick 
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service of Congress. The prisoners at Baltimore 
were taken to Frederick and lodged in a jail 
that had been erected there, whence, after a 
couple of ineffectual attempts to escape, they 
were taken to Fort Frederick. On Christmas 
day, before they were taken to Fort Frederick 
the prisoners set fine to the jail and in the con
fusion they made an attempt to escape. But a 
small company of militia quickly quelled them. 

In March, 1778, another call was made on 
Maryland for 2,845 troops. The Legislature 
took prompt measures to raisp. them, offering 
increased bounties. Frederick County's quota 
was 30.9. By the middle of March this entire 
force was ready for service. 

At the battle of Monmouth, June 28, Small-
wood's brigade Maryland Line was in the charge 
that swept the enemy from the field securing a 
victory for the Americans. 

In 1770 the Maryland Line operated with the 
army in the Jerseys and afterward formed the 
right wing of Washington's army at West Point 
during the campaign undertaken to recover 
New York. The German battalion and Raw-
ling's rifle regiment were about this timp merg
ed into one regiment, making eight regiments 
of Maryland troops. 

In the latter part of 1780 a plan was formed 
to release the British prisoners confined at 
Frederick, Sharpsburg, Fort Frederick and at 
several places in the Valley of Virginia.. The 
loyalists or tories were to be enlisted in this en-
terprize which was a part of a more compre
hensive plan. This plan was discovered at 
Frederick and such a terrible example made of 
some of those engaged in it as deterred the 
others and frustrated the enterprize. The con
spiracy was discovered by accident. I t hap
pened that an American officer was standing 
near the place where a tory messenger was to 
meet a British officer in the disguise of an 
American uniform. Thinking that the Ameri
can officer was this person the messenger de
livered papers to him revealing the plot in all 
its details and giving names. Seven of the 
leaders of the conspiracy, Frederick County 
tories, were at once arrested near Beallsville, 
now Harmony, in Frederick County and taken 
to Frederick where they were tried before a sps-
cial court consisting of Alexander Contee Han
son, Col. James Johnson and Upton Sheradine. 
The seven prisoners were Peter Suoman, Nich
olas Andrews, John George Graves, Yost 
Plccker, Adam Graves, Henry Shell and Caspar 
Fritchie. All of them, after a careful trial were 
found guiltv of high treason, for "enlisting men 
for the service of the King of Great Britain and 
administering an oath to them to bear true al
legiance to the said King and to obey his offi

cers when called on." The sentence imposed 
upon these unfortunate men was the dreadful 
penalty for treason under the common law of 
P'ngland and was at that time in force in Mary
land. This sentence was that the men should 
be hung by their necks, cut down while alive 
and disembowled and their entrails burnt before 
their eyes, then their heads to be cut off and the-
bodies quartered—or as the sentence is more 
briefly expressed, they were sentenced to be 
"hung, drawn and quartered." This was the 
barbarous punishment of the dark ages which 
Sir William Wallace the patriot of Scotland 
suffered. 

The sentence of the court, delivered by Judge 
Hanson, was as follows.— 

Peter Sueman, Nicholas Andrews, John 
George Graves, Yost Flecker, Adam Graves, 
Henry Shell, Caspar Fritchie, attend. It has 
been suggested to the court that notwithstandiug 
your guilt has been ascertained by an impartial 
jury, you consider the proceedings against you 
nothing more than solemn mockery, and have 
adopted a vain idea propagated by the enemies 
of this country, that she dare not punish her 
unnatural subjects for engaging in the service 
of Great Britain. From the strange insensi
bility that you have heretofore discovered, I 
was indeed led to conclude that you weip under 
a delusion which might prove fatal to your 
prospects of happiness hereafter. I think it is 
my duty therefore to explain to you your real 
situation. The crime you have been convicted 
of, upon the fullest and clearest testimony, is of 
such a nature that you cannot, ought not to look 
for a pardon. Had it pleased heaven to permit 
the full execution of your unnatural designs, 
the miseries to be experienced by your devoted 
country would have been dreadful even in the-
contemplation. The ends of public justice, the 
dictates of policy and the feelings of humanity 
all require that you should exhibit an awful 
example to your fellow subjects, and the dignity 
of the State with everything that can interest 
the heart of man, call aloud for your punish
ment. If the considerations of approaching fate 
can inspire proper sentiments, you will pour 
forth your thanks to that watchful Providence 
which has arrested you at an early stage of 
guilt. And you will employ the short time you 
have to live in endeavoring by a sincere peni
tence to obtain pardon frorh the Almighty 
Being, who is to sit in judgment upon yon, 
upon me and all mankind. 

"I must now perform the terrible task of 
announcing the terrible punishment ordained 
for high treason. 

"You Peter Sueman, Nicholas Andrews, Yost 
Plecker, Adam Graves, Henry Shell, John 
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ence, and with graceful dignity and familiar 
ease so framed his looks, his gestures and his 
words that every heart overflowed with grati
tude and love and every tongue grew eloquent 
in his praise." 

On November 22, 1782 Governor Lee's term 
ended and having served three terms of one 
year each he was not eligible for reelection. 
The Legislature adopted an address to the re-
tirine Executive highly complimentary in its 
terms, in which it assured him that "The 
faithful execution of the trust reposed in you 
as First Magistrate of the State, together with 
your genteel and polite deportment toward all 
ranks, have given general satisfaction." 

The Governor in his response said "That my 
conduct in times of danger and my attention 
to the resolves of Congress and the requisitions 
of the Commander-in-Chief should receive the 
approbation and thanks of the honorable body 
over whom you preside excites the most pleas
ing ideas, with the warmest emotions of grati
tude." 

Governor Lee was shortly after the end of his 
term as Executive elected Delegate to the 
Continental Congress, where he served in 1783 
and 1784. He was chosen a Delegate to the 
constitutional convention of 1787, but declined 
to serye. In 1788 he was a member of the 
State convention which ratified the Constitu
tion. 

Lee was again chosen Governor of Maryland 
in 1792, following George Plater in office, and 
was the seventh, as well as the second, Execu
tive of the State. His second administration 

on to Paris, as there were 40,000 men before the 
gates and a battle was expected. This news 
startled me very much, but on cool reflection I 
thought it best to persevere. I was travelling at 
great expense, a thing quite unsuitable to the 
paltry salary of an American Minister, and I was 
sure that If there was any danger Mr. Adams 
would have come to meet me, or by some means 
conveyed Intelligence to guide my route. Still, 
as I had been under the necessity of changing 
my road, I could not be sure that he had heard 
from me at Strasburg. I consulted with Dupin, 
and he suggested the best plan, which was to 
push on to the environs of Paris, and If the diffi
culty occurred I should be within the means of 
communication. He told me that In consequence 
of my being the only traveller going to Paris, and 
my being compelled to use six horses, a whisper 
was abroad that I was one of Napoleon's sisters, 
Princess Stephanie, hastening to meet him, and 
that this Idea was so favorable to the promotion 
of my success, that he was very mysterious, and 
only shrugged bis shoulders and smiled at the 
suggestion. My six horses contributed somewhat 
to this notion and proved very advantageous. It 
rained heavily and the place was gloomy. On 
we went again the day following to Sens, and 

r covered two years, from 1792 to 1794, and 
s witnessed the "whiskey insurrection." 
i- At the close of his service as Governor, in 
t 1794, Lee established a winter home in George

town, D. C. His house became the headquarters 
for members of the Federal party. He was 

e elected to the United States Senate in 1794, 
a.nd in November, 1798, was chosen Governor 
of Maryland, but he declined both honors, 

g Governor Ijee married on October 27, 1771, 
e Mary Digges, whose father, Ignatius Digges, 
I was a rich landowner of Prince George's 
i county. Th? young couple took up their resi-
1 dence in Frederick county, where Lee had an 

estate of more than 1,500 acres. The wife of 
the Governor—Mrs. Mary Lee—was active dur-

' ing the years of the Revolution in making cloth-
' ing for the troops and in performing other 

patriotic services. Governor Lee. died at his 
Frederick county home, Needwood, on Novem
ber 9, 1819 in the 79th year of his age. 

At present the Lee family residing in Fred
erick County, upon portions of the original 
tract are; Charles O'Donnell Lee, Columbus-

1 O'Donnell I/ee, Thomas S. Lee Horsey and the 
' heirs of the late Outerhridge Horsey. 
' These properties arc generally known as 
• "Needwood" with the exception of "Needwood 

Forest" the homo of Charles O'Donnell Lee. 
! His son Joseph W. J . Lee, former United States 

Minister to, Ecuador, Honduras, Guatemala and 
Consul-General to Panama also resides at 
"Needwood Forest." 

John Hanson was born in 1715 in Charles 
County, Md., and lived there until in 1773 he 
removed to Frederick County, then rapidly 

from thence to Meaux, where I arrived the 21st 
of March. Here I dined. The mistress of the 
house told me the most dismal tales of the atroci
ties of the Cossacks. The furniture of the house 
was almost in ruins, and she showed me the 
graves of six of the most beautiful young girls 
of the place, who had fallen victims to the mur
derous horrors of savage and desolating war, 
with all Its detestable concomitants. .They were 
laid side by side. 

My husband was perfectly astonished at my 
adventures, as everything was quiet In Paris, 
and he had never realized the consequences of 
the general panic In any other place. My poor 
waiting-woman went to her friends the next mor
ning. The fright she had undergone was too se
vere, and she was laid up with brain fever, from 
which two months after, when I left Paris, she 
had not recovered. I am almost ashamed of the 
egotism of this detailed narrative, but a traveller 
cannot avoid speaking In the first person while 
relating his own history—and this must plead mr 
apology. I was carried through my journey and 
trials by the mercy of a kind Providence, and 
by the conviction that weakness, either of body 
or mind, would only render my difficulties greater 
and make matters worse. 
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County constituted one district and in this dis
trict Thomas Johnson J r . was the hrigadier 
general.* 

lu March 1776 the first British prisoners ar
rived at Frederick where they were confined. 

In June the Maryland delegates in Congress 
asked for an expression of the people on the 
tubject of independence. In response to this re
quest a larse meeting assembled in Frederick 
«nd unanimously resolved "that what may be 
recommended by a majority of Congress, equal
ly delegated by the people of the United 
Colonies, we will at the hazard of our lives and 
fortunes support and maintain, and that every 
resolution of the convention tending to separ
ate this Province from a majority of the 
Colonies, without the consent of the people is 
destructive to pur internal safety and 'big with 
public ruin.' " Resolutions to the same purport 
were passed at Hagerstown and other portions 
of Frederick County. 

On the 26th July 1775 the convention assem
bled and at once adopted the famous "Associa
tion of Freemen of Maryland," which wa.8 cir
culated and subscribed by all who were friendly 
to the cause of the colonies and became the 
written constitution of the Province until the 
new system was formulated in 177G. It approv
ed the action of Congress, calling on the people 
to sustain them, required forty companies of 
minute men to be raised, provided for a com
plete military organization and the issue of 
paper money to defray expenses; the election of 
committees of observation for the several coun
ties and vested the Executive power in a commit
tee of safety, consisting of eight from the 
Eastern, and eight from the Western shore. 

On the 23th of June 1776 the convention re
pealed its former action and authorized the 
deputies from Maryland "to concur with the 
other united Colonies, or a majority of them, 
in declaring the united Colonies free and in
dependent States, in forming such further com
pact and confederation between them." 

The people were advised to elect delegates to 
a convention to form a constitution. The dele
gates from the middle district of Frederick 
County were Upton Sheredine, Christopher 
Edelin, David Shriver and Adam Fisher. 

On the Cth September this convention pro-

•The following la a list of offlcera of the bat
talions in what is now Frederick County.— 

First Battalion, Charles Beatty, colonel; ffm. 
Beatty, Lieut.-colonel; Ludwig Weltner, first 
major; Benjamin Johnson, second major; Louis 
Bush, quartermaster. 

Second Battalion, James Johnson, colonel; 
Joseph Wood, Iteutenant-colonel; Benjamin Ogle. 
trst major; Roger Johnson, second major; Azel 

vided that the upper district of Frederick 
County should be formed into a new county 
named Washington and the lowfr district into a 
new county named Montgomery. On the 8th 
November a constitution was agreed upon and 
elections ordered to carry it into effect. 

September 12, at a meeting of the men of the 
middle district of Frederick County, held at 
the Court House, the following were chosen a 
committee of observation, etc.: 

Charles Beaty, Baker Johnson, John Hanson, 
Upton Sheredine, William Blair, George Striek
er, Christopher Edelin, Win. Luckett, George 
Murdoch, Joseph Wood, John Stoner, Adam 
Fisher, Conrad Grosh, John Adlum and John 
Haas. Charles Beatty and Baker Johnson were 
elected delegates to the Provincial Convention. 

Owing to the scarcity of munitions of war it 
became necessary to provide them, and con
tracts were made with Mr. Hughes, of Frederick 
County, to supply the Province with cannon, 
but he was compelled to decline proposals to 
furnish the Continental army with them. 

A foundry was established on the Potomac, 
above Georgetown, where the first cannon were 
made in this country. Many were also made at 
the Antietam works by the Hughes, and at 
Catoctin Furnace by Jones and Thomas. John
son's Powder mills were also erected in Frederick 
County. This Convention which assembled in 
December appointed Charles Beatty, James 
Johnson and John Hanson a committee to 
establish a gun lock factory in Frederick. 

The State Assembly met February 10, 1777, 
and formally organized the new State govern
ment on the 13th by electing Thomas Johnson 
Governor. They ordered barracks to be erected 
at Frederick to quarter recruits and liberal in
ducements, especially by way of exemptions, 
were offered to them, while measures were taken 
to raise supplies and transportation. In ap
prehension of an attack the military stores at 
Annapolis were moved to Frederick. The Mary
land Line was reorganized by the addition of 
five new regiments, making with those in the 
service seven regiments and a few companies 
besides. These regiments were divided into two 
brigades, one under command of Gen'l Small-
wood while the other was assigned to the com
mand of Gen'l Debarre, a French officer in the 

Waters, quartermaster. 
Third Battalion, Jacob Good, colonel; Wm. 

Blair, lieutenant-colonel; Samuel Shaw, first 
major; William Shields, second major; Joseph 
McKillip, quartermaster. 

Fourth Battalion, Baker Johnson, colonel; Wil
liam Luckett, lieutenant-colonel; Jacob Miller, 
first major; Henry JJarnell, second major; Nich
olas Tice, quartermaster. 
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fjowing. He had nine times represented 
Uurloi County in the provincial assembly. He 

° t» by nature a leader and was soon recognized 
H tuch in his new home. The "Boston port 

$60' roused the province to make common cause 
lith Massachusetts. Hanson was a delegate 
from Frederick to a congress at Annapolis, and 
iiehairman of the committee of observation of 
Sfcecunty sending money to John Adams for 
ilk poor of Boston, later helping to raise two 
owptnies of riflemen in Frederick. 
9*kt Annapolis in 1775 Hanson fearlessly join-
id in the overthrow of the proprietary govern-
jKBt and in placing supreme control in tli/? 
•orincial convention. Hanson and the Freder-
ifk County patriots assembled and resolved 
?Tblt what may be recommended bv a majority 
*t the Congress equally delegated by the peo-
ihof the United Colonies we will at the hazard 
Moor lives and fortunes support and maintain, 
«H! that every resolution of the convention 
tending to separate this province from a major-

of the colonies without the consent of the 

e is destructive to our internal safety." 
Dorine his three successive terms in the Con-

>til Congress John Hanson was engaged in 
kttling for another great cause, whose success-
Ill taue changed the whole course of our na-
hetu) life. It is recorded in the journals of 
Congress that "on March 1, 1781, John Han-
tntnd Daniel Carroll did sign and ratify the 
JbtWnof Confederation of the United Slates." 
| w tction was the crowning historic service 
h Honson's career. 
y.Tbo far-reaching conseauences of the strug-
|Jf which ended when Hanson signed the 
JWMes of Confederation are now better under-
p t i In November, 1777, Congress submitted 
j p Articles of Confederation to the State legis-

for ratification. Within fifteen months 
were ratified by all the States except Mary-

Our State refused ratification until those 
claiming the northwestern back lands, 

woecially Virginia, should surrender their 
of western territory to the confederation, 

lotion of Maryland led directly to the 
ion of the Federal Union. In October, 

', when the Articles of Confederation were 
to be presented by Congress to the States 

indication, Maryland alone voted that Con-
ihall have the sole right and power to de-

the western boundary of such States as 
to the Mississippi and lay out the land 
' this boundary into separate and inde-
it States from time to time, as the num-

ind circumstances of the people may re-
This would compel Virginia, New 

'ark, Connecticut, and Massachusetts to sur-
Mritr their claims to the vast interior and 

thus create a domain to be owned by the Con
federacy until new States grew up and should 
he admitted into it. Maryland alone voted for 
this. 

All other States had ratified the Articles 
when, in May, 1779, Maryland again communi
cated to the Congress her unalterable resolve 
not to concur until she received definite assur
ances that the Northwest Territory should be
come the common property of the United 
States, "subject to be parceled out by Congress 
into free, convenient, and independent govern
ments." New York first yielded. Daniel Car
roll and John Hanson, from Maryland, per
sistently pressed this demand of their State, 
and in September, 1780, Congress, yielding, re
commended all States claiming Western lands 
to cede them to the Confederation. A month 
later Congress advanced further, and adopted 
the Maryland plan, declaring that from the 
ceded lands in due season sovereign States, like 
the thirteen, should be admitted into the 
Union. 

Virginia and Connecticut yielded their claims 
and long after Massachusetts abandoned her 
shadowy claims to the Western lands. The area 
of Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, and 
Ohio thus became the common property of the 
Confederation. And so Hanson and Daniel 
Carroll, after this triumph had been secured 
largely by their efforts, signed the Articles of 
Confederation. I t was Maryland that during 
the period of Hanson's service led the way to 
acquire a national domain, and thus laid broad 
and deep the foundation of the Federal Union. 
The confederation of the States was now com
plete, and on November 5, 1781, John Hanson 
was elected the first president of the Congress 
of the Confederation. 

This elevation to the Presidency was a signal 
compliment and a great honor to Maryland. It 
has a much larger meaning as we look back 
now over the stately procession of the great 
Commonwealths successively entering the 
Union. The persistent refusal of Maryland to 
consent to the Confederation until she won from 
her associated States consent that the western 
territory should be dedicated to the Union, 
made smooth the pathway for Vermont, Ken
tucky, and Maine to enter the Union as inde
pendent States, carved out of the magnificent 
domain Maryland directly secured to the Union, 
the great Commonwealths of Ohio, Illinois, In
diana, Michigan, and Wisconsin, and determin
ed for all coming time that the after acquired 
territory of the United States should in due 
time by Congress he fashioned and admitted as 
States, augmenting the power of the Republic 
ami the grandeur of the American Union. 
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By this election to the Presidency of Congress 
John Hanson's title was "President of the Unit
ed States in Congress assembled." After the 
decisive victory at Yorktown President Hanson 
had the felicity to welcome General Washington 
and present him to Congress, then sitting in 
Philadelphia. 

On November 4. 1782, Hanson's term expir
ed. The war was ended, the last British soldier 
was soon to sail away from New York. Peace 
was in sight. At 68 years of age Hanson was 
worn out in the public service. His health was 
broken. He refused to accept further public 
service. He died November 22, 1783, and his 
State, one hundred and twenty years after his 
death, placed his statue in the Capitol of the 
United States. 

John Hanson married Jane Contee who sur
vived her distinguished husband more than 
twenty three years. They had nine children all 
of whom Mrs. Hanson survived. Judge Alex
ander Contee Hanson, one of John Hanson's 
sons was Chancellor of Maryland. He died in 
1805. In an obituary notice of Chancellor 
Hanson published in the Frederick papers, it 
was declared that "were even his faults to be 
generally scanned they would be found rather 
in the peculiarity and excess than in the de
fect of his virtues." This notice further said.— 

"The general knowledge and acute observa
tion, the variety of reading and the ingenious 
capacity of Mr. Hanson can only be duly estim
ated by those who were familiarly acquainted 
with him. Of his public talents, the eminent 
and distinguished trusts he has held and the 
arduous service he has performed, may be ad
mitted as a sufficient testimony. Elevated to a 
high judicial seat at a time of life when as yet 
he had but just entered at the bar, he was pro
moted from the general court bench of this 
State, after long experience, to the office of 
Chancellor which he administered for the last 
fifteen or sixteen years. 

"His collection of the laws in 1784 and 
compilation of the testamentary system in 1798, 
both instituted under the direction of a legisla
tive Resolve, and that latter work prepared with 
uncommon dispatch, are further records of the 
continued confidence reposed in his dilligence 
and wisdom by the authorities of his native 
State. In the first convention, too, which as
sembled in Maryland during the Revolution, 
Mr. Hanson was a member, and he was also a 
member of the State Convention met to ratify 
the federal constitution; being afterwards one 
of the first electors of president and vice presi
dent voted for under that Constitution. A 
period during the war he lived as a secretary, 
in the family of our immortal chief, until ill 

health obliged him reluctantly to retire with the 
regret of General Washington by whom at a 
later date, he was honorably remembered. 

"Love of country and devotion to her cause 
was indeed the common sentiment of his family. 
A gallant brother, Lieutenant Peter Hanson, 
scarcely arrived at manhood, fell in the field of 
action at Fort Washington, fighting one of the 
battles of Independence. Another youthful 
brother, Doctor Samuel Hanson, was perhaps 
equally a martyr to the camp, where in the toil
some commission of a surgeon in General Wash
ington's Guards, he laid the foundation of a 
decline that soon proved fatal after his return 
home, and his father, the late venerable John 
Hanson, who died in 1783. served conspicuously 
in the councils of the nation and was one of 
the Presidents of the old Revolutionary Con
gress. 

"The aged and widowed mother of Mr. Han
son, still living in Frederick, has now to mourn 
over the last of nine children who have sunk be
fore her into the grave. 

"The relics of his affection and objects of 
his dearest solicitude, a disconsolate wife and 
three children, are bereft by this sad destiny, 
to them grievous and calamitous beyond meas
ure. Humane, liberal and indulgent to all 
around him, devoted as he had so long been to 
public duties, and 'like Aristides just,' we fear, 
with the usual lot of the public officers, he had 
little else to transmit but the estimation of his 
name, the remembrance of his goodness, the 
benefit of his instruction and the example of 
his worth." 

Among the inhabitants of Frederick County 
who have won distinction was Isaac Shelby, 
born near the site of the present town of Ha-
gerstown December 11, 1750. His father was 
Gen. Evan Shelby who came from Wales and was 
among the early settlers in the Valley of the 
Antietam. He was prominent in the Indian 
Wars and was one of the officers at the capture 
of Fort Duquesne after Braddock's ill fated 
campaign. In 1779 he went to the Ohio coun
try and was commissioned brigadier-general by 
the Governor of Virginia. His son Isaac Shelby, 
commanded a company under his father in the 
battle of Kanawha, October 10, 1774. In 1777 
he was appointed by the Governor of Virginia 
commissary of a body of troops guarding the 
frontier. In 1778 he represented Washington 
County in the legislature of Virginia. After 
various adventures in North Carolina and Ken
tucky, he went regularly into the army in 178P 
and he distinguished himself, as commander of 
a body of three hundred men whom he had en
listed, in the warfare in Western North Carolina 
and Tennessee. For his service at Musgrove 
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JOHN HANSON, JR. 

John Hanson, Jr. was born April 3, 1721 (old calendar) 

at Mulberry Grove near Port Tobacco, Charles County. His 

father, Samuel Hanson, was of Swedish descent while his mother, 

Elizabeth Story,was from a Charles County family. 

Records lead us to believe that as a child, Hanson 

enjoyed the typically classical education commonly received 

by sons of the planter families. Early in the 1740*s he 

had married the daughter of a neighbor, Jane Contee. In 

1751 he was sheriff of Charles County and served as delegate 

from that county to the Lower House for the next eight 

years. He had moved to Frederick County by 1773 where 

he was elected a delegate to the extra-legal conventions of 

Maryland from 1774-1776. Hanson, however, served only in 

1775. In that year he was also treasurer of Frederick County. 

From 1777 to 1780 he was once again delegate in the Lower 

House. He was a member of the Continental Congress from 

1780 to 1783. He attended Congress from March 1781 through 
v 

November 1782. Not until he and Daniel Carroll, as delegates 

from Maryland obtained concessions from the State of Virginia 

to cede western lands to the United States for common use, 

did Maryland ratify the Articles of Confederation. On 

November S$, 1781 he was chosen firstPresident of Congress 



• ' 

under the new Articles. In this capacity he served until 

November 4, 1782 although he was sometime absent because 

of illness (April and May 1782). WhileHanson was President, 

Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown and in his official 

position, Hanson tendered the thanks of Congress to General 

Washington for this victory. Plainly, Hanson was President 

during some of the most critical days of the war. 

In poor health, he left Congress in November 1782. 

He died a year later on November 15, 1783 at Oxon Hill. 

The son of John Hanson, Alexander Contee Hanson, became one 

of the leading lawyers and officials in the government of 

Maryland. In 1787, he published the first compilation of 

the Laws of Maryland printed after the Revolution, and the 

first since Bacons Laws (1765). 



DRAFT SPEECH 
• 

for presentation at the dedication of the SAR monument to John 

Hanson, Oxon Hill Manor, June 30, 1990 

When John Hanson came here to Oxon Hill in the fall of 1783 he 

was at the end of a career that had spanned more than thirty 

years of public service. From his election as sheriff of Charles 

County in 1750 until his retirement as President of the United 

States in Congress Assembled in November of 1782, John Hanson's 

i- mmitment to his neighborhood, his state, and his nation was 

c< nsistent and valued. 

But by the fall of 1783 he was tired and ill. In June of that 

year, while he and his wife, Jane, were visiting their son, 

Alexander Contee Hanson, in Annapolis, John Hanson had written 

1. 3 son-in-law, Dr. Philip Thomas of Frederick, that he hoped to 

I s well enough to manage the horses and his phaeton in 8 to 10 

( s. He and Jane were planning to set out the end of June to 

"go to patuxent," no doubt to visit her brothers Thomas and John 

Contee, "and then visit our friends in Charles." 

Most of Hanson's family was still living down around Port Tobacco 

re he had been born 62 years before. Charles County voters 

I I first elected him to the General Assembly in 1757 and he had 



continued to represent his native county for the next twelve 

y n rs. 

Jane's brothers, the Contees of Prince George's County, were also 

old friends and associates of John Hanson. Thomas and he had 

been merchants in partnership since the late 1760s, and it was 

possibly at Thomas's urging that Hanson moved to Frederick County 

before the Revolution to manage their Western Maryland business. 

I th John and Thomas Contee had served with Hanson in the 

I olutionary Convention of 1775 that issued the "Association of 

the Freemen of Maryland," pledging Maryland's support of the 

c !onial opposition - even if that opposition meant taking up 

arms against the British. 

John Hanson's personal support of the war effort in Frederick 

c :nty meant long hours raising money and supplies and enlisting 

i i to serve in the army. He helped establish and manage a 

g lock factory in Frederick, and acted at the direction of the 

I yland Council of Safety to acquire arms and equipment. 

AJ chough Hanson was elected to the House of Delegates from 

Frederick County in 1777, he could not get away until after his 

t ction to the next assembly in 1778. He served again in the 

1, 9-1780 assembly, but left in June 1780 to for Philadelphia to 

t, fee his seat in the Continental Congress. For most of the next 

t ) and a half years, Hanson sat in Congress, putting aside his 

1 vate life and business for his public duty. 



During the winter of 1781, the Maryland General Assembly, 

s -isfied that the lands west of the Appalachian mountains would 

be free from the claims of individual states, finally voted to 

ratify the Articles of Confederation. On March 1, 1781, John 

] ison and Daniel Carroll, the representatives of Maryland, 

inscribed their names to the Articles, "by which act," as the 

minutes of Congress stated, "the Confederation of the United 

SI atos of America was completed." And that Spring Hanson 

i ained in Congress to assure a guorum even though his only 

i viving daughter lay mortally ill in Frederick. 

C November 5, 1781, Congress elected John Hanson their first 

sident under the Articles of Confederation. Just a week 

3 cr, Hanson told Dr. Thomas that he intended to reguest a leave 

c absence. "The load of Business which I have very unwillingly 

i I very imprudently taken on me I am afraid will be more than my 

C -titution will be able to bear," he wrote, "and the form and 

c mony necessary to be observed by a president of Congress is 

to me extremely irksome..." His colleagues persuaded Hanson to 

continuei however, and, with only a few weeks absence because of 

i increasingly poor health, Hanson served the full year of his 

a which ended November 4, 1782. Only then could he return to 

1 home and family in Frederick, from which he and Jane would 

3 er set on what was their last visit to family and friends 

< ;ss Maryland. 



I don't know when the Hansons decided to travel north to their 

1 a in Frederick that fall of 1783, but they were probably on 

their way when they stopped at Oxon Hill to visit John's nephew 

Thoinas Hawkins Hanson and Thomas' wife Rebecca, widow of Thomas 

I ison, Jr. and kinswoman of Jane Hanson. Rebecca and Thomas's 

f •; rst child had been born in September; a good reason to visit. 

Here at the original Oxon Hill Manor on November 15, 1783, 

] -on's health finally failed him completely. No record of his 

\ Lai exists, but tradition places him in the Addison family 

1 /ing ground (location). 

is fitting that today a monument should be erected here to 

1 lor this outstanding Marylander, whose dedication to state and 

c ntry continues to serve as an example to us all. 
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MEMO: to Ed 

from Jane 

RE: your memo S1259-121-2454 requesting copies of the speeches 
given in Congress at the presentation of the Hanson and Carroll 
statues 

The presentation took place on January 31, 1903. This is during 
the second session of the 57th Congress. 

The DAB gives the following references to Hanson in the 
Congressional Record and Senate proceedings of 1903: 

Congressional Record 57 Cong. 2 Sess. pp.1509 ff, 1541 ff. 
Senate Documents No. 13, 58 Cong. Sp. Sess. 

The Maryland State Law Library has the Congressional Record for 
this period only on microfilm. They do not have Senate Document 
No. 13. 

The Law Library does have the proceedings of the House and Senate 
for 1903. Congress authorized the printing of the presentation 
proceedings and directed that copies be sent to the governor of 
Maryland. Fortunately, two copies have ended up in our library. 
[MdHR 3105;9-2-4] See accompanying volume. 

As background for the selection of Hanson as one of the statuees, 
you may be interested in a pamphlet apparently produced by Scharf 
in 1892 entitled "John Hanson, President of the United States in 
Congress Assembled, 1781-1782" (Baltimore: Cushing & Company, no 
date) [MdHR 1851;9-2-2], the first page of which has a laudatory 
paragraph beginning "In discussing the selection of distinguished 
Marylanders entitled, by reason of their eminent services, to be 
commemorated in bronze or marble in the Capitol..." The pamphlet 
carries a piece of paper on the title page saying "compliments of 
Douglas H. Thomas Baltimore , Md." Thomas was a descendent of 
Hanson who, according to George Hanson in Old Kent (p. 127), gave 
a "memoir" about John Hanson at Independence Hall on 1 July 1876. 
Mr. Thomas was a member of the "Centennial State Board of 
Maryland," says George Hanson, who notes that also on the Board 
were (ah ha) "Col. J. Thomas Scharff" and "George A. Hanson". 

cc: Nancy Bramucci/Madeleine Hughes 



I MEMORANDUM (S1259-121- 2454) 

06/16/90 

FROM: Ed 

TO: Jane 

CONCERNING: 

John Hanson draft; 

The Hanson draft is very nicely done. Thanks. When the Hanson 
statue was dedicated in the Rotunda of the Capitol there were 
speeches given at the time. Did you see them? If not, would you 
track them down? Nancy should have something on them (there are 
miniatures on the dias of the Senate Chamber). If you can nail 
down the dates, I suspect the speeches will be in the 
Congressional record which the State Law Library has. 

<fc 

pots 1-3 V̂p 

< \ 

*t 

1 



m 
/QD ***** ^0Kn7-k*^Vv 

LAND SUMMARY 'tf 

fT- DATS .TRANSACTION -ACREAGE . 

IN , am 
TRACT"NAME- - CO. REFERENCE-.. 

3<i£>-

IMH 

<vM 

± 

im$ 

(- 11 £-0 

nsELUfc 

S-

) > S 3 . 

10 

u 
T5 

l*f 

W i 

t ^ ( ^ ; t ^ f i ^ 

iMB^SLft, 
Vfr 

&&Uy 

_ 7 J 
ff^^^^^K 
'j^i'^jQjMJg 

&* I * i&*4K 

&0^tyMeL±^.-jw^^ 

_SaJi 

^ S c f ^ : 

&tflou> t f f iThmrt 
Cjftfcu^ 

3.SS 

$£# 

^ L 

& 0 3 

J. 

ltf&_ 

I C 

$$} 

& 

/ * 

^ . . ^ 
C^_ 

< ŷ 
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Hanson Claim Disputed; He Is Given War Credit 

Suopapers photo—Ralph L. Robinson 
RALPH LEVERING—The professor who researched the famous Marylander. 

By Thomas J. Emory, Jr. 
The picture of John Hanson, of Mary

land, as the first president of the United 
States is wrong, but he still deserves to 
be remembered as a citizen-patriot 
whose organizational skill contributed to 
the American victory in the Revolution
ary War. 

That is the opinion of Ralph B. Lever
ing, a young history professor at West
ern Maryland College who recently re
searched the Colonial Marylander's role 
in the country's fight for independence. 

The fame of John Hanson and his leg
acy in the state surround the fact that he 
was president of the Continental Con
gress in 1781, and some people believe 
he should be acknowledged as the first 
U.S. president instead of George Wash
ington. 

But Dr. Levering, who says his exam
ination of the man may be the first by a 
professional historian, says Hanson's 
position in the Congress was closer to 
the present title of speaker of the House 
of Representatives, or president of the 
Senate. 

"John Hanson was the first man to 
serve a full-year term under the Articles 
of Confederation," says Dr. Levering, 
"and his title was President of the Unit
ed States in Congress Assembled. The 
claim that he was first president of the 
U.S. just doesn't hold water. But the 
claim that he deserves more recognition 
than he's had may be true." 

More important than Hanson's role as 
the president of Congress was his role as 
a leader in Frederick county who sup
ported the revolution by raising money, 
mustering troops, building arms facto
ries and heading the local resistance 
committee, says Dr. Levering. 

And therefore, according to the pro
fessor, a study of Hanson is a good meth
od of studying how the revolution devel
oped in the countryside. 

"Our picture of the revolution is so 
wrong when it concentrates on a few of 

the most prominent national leaders be
cause the revolution was really kind of a 
grass-roots movement, the biggest 
grass-roots movement in our history," 
says Dr. Levering. 

The professor's research was con
ducted at the Maryland and Pennsylvan
ia historical societies, as well as by 
reading several biographies and using 
the state archives. 

Main sources of Hanson information 
were 55 letters to his daughter, Jane, 
and her husband, Dr. Philip Thomas, 
from 1780 to 1783. 

Dr. Thomas was an ancestor of Doug
las H. Thomas, a Baltimore banker who 
originally promote!! Hanson with a book, 
and was the driving force behind the 
placing of a statue of him in the Capi
tol's Hall of Statues in 1898. 

"I think, in all fairness, Hanson 
shouldn't have been one of the two Mary 
landers (the other was Charles Carroll 
of Carrollton) chosen for that," says Dr. 
Levering, 28. "The whole Twentieth Cen
tury thing of John Hanson being first 
president of the United States was start
ed by Douglas Thomas, a descendant, 
and there's been an effort to reconstruct 
him as such ever since." 

Dr. Levering estimates he found 
more than 100 Hanson letters dating 
from 1775, but none before that. 

"The thing that surprised me was 
how previous biographers, who were 
mostly lawyers, were trying to prove he 
was president, and didn't even check to 
find letters," Dr. Levering says. 

"They're not biographies by profes
sional historians; they aren't based on 
research into primary sources. They are 
just based on each other, and mostly on 
Mr. Thomas's one in 1897, which is the 
best of the lot, even though he was trying 
to get Hanson in the Hall of Statuary," 
the professor says. 

Hanson was born in Charles county in 
1721. He was a tobacco planter and land 
speculator, and served as a delegate to 

JOHN HANSON 

Annapolis from both Charles and Fred
erick counties. 

It was in Frederick county he did his 
most important work, says Dr. Levering, 
who has taught at Western Maryland for 
four years. 

"Apparently Hanson was a quiet type 
of leader rather than a rabble-rouser. He 
was especially good at getting commit
tees together and seeing things were 
carried out. He represented the county 
well and was well respected in Freder
ick even though he had been there just a 
short time. 

"The significance of the Frederick 
experience is it shows the importance of 
somebody staying at the local level and 
trying to keep things organized, and 
trying to keep people from quitting on 
you, which was the tendency even in 
western Maryland. Everybody started 
out feeling enthusiastic, but it was a long 
war," the professor says. 

Hanson was in Frederick county al

most constantly from 1774 to 1777, and 
although he went to Annapolis and then 
Philadelphia afterwards, Dr. Levering 
feels it was the Frederick period of Han
son's life where his most important work 
was done. 

"He was in Frederick for three years 
and made his greatest contribution 
there. But he's not known as one of the 
Maryland leaders during that period," 
he says. "He gave more to the revolu
tionary cause by staying in Frederick 
than if he had gone down to Annapolis 
and been one of the four or five big 
names there at that time." 

The election of Hanson as president 
of Congress Assembled was almost an 
anti-climax to his most important work, 
since the position had no real powers 
and was mostly honorary in nature, ac
cording to Dr. Levering. 

He says the study of Hanson and oth
er countryside leaders probably would 
give Bicentennial America a better idea 
of how the revolution really began and 
why it was successful. 

"The people at the local and regional 
level made the revolution work," the 
professor says. "We have emphasized 
the national leaders too much. The peo
ple who really made it tick were the 
guys who got the men for Washington 
and were raising money for him." 

Hanson died in 1783, a year after he 
left the office of President of the United 
States in Congress Assembled and a year 
before the Treaty of Paris ended the 
American Revolutionary War. He was 
buried in Oxon Hill, now a suburb of 
Washington. 

"John Hanson was simply a man of 
his times," Dr. Levering says. "If he had 
been unconventional in his outlook on 
life, he probably wouldn't have been a 
leader in his society. 

"That's sort of my thought on it, that 
he was respected because he was a man 
of his times and a man of the communi
ty." 
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\ Hy Gardner...On Personalities 
* 
' Q: Our entire family thor

oughly enjoyed watching 
"That's Entertainment" on 
TV. Especially seeing Gark 
Gable, of all people, do a 
corny song and dance. Did he 
ever dance in a film before? 
-fMr. and Mrs. Glenn Doral, 
Minneapolis. 

; A: No. Neither before nor 
after. An actor who played a 
minor role in the movie "Idi
ot's Delight," from which this 
scene was clipped, told us the 
tvfo or three minutes you 
mention took over three 
weeks to shoot. Gable wasn't 
able to master the routine fas
ter. 

Q: If Jimmy Hoffa's fami
ly is not, as I've read, going to 

get the proceeds from his au
tobiography, then who will?— 
B.L.M., Detroit. 

A: The National Associa
tion for Justice—a pet project 
of Hoffa's founded in 1972 by 
C. Eward Lawrenson, who 
spent more than 12 years in 
federal prisons. It promotes 
the reform of prison condi
tions and the criminal justice 
system, both of which Hoffa 
heartily endorsed. 

Q: Is it true that at one 
time Shelley Winters consi
dered acting nude in a movie? 
—Howie Goldstein, Liberty, 
N.Y. 

A: At no time. "I think it's 
disgusting, shameful and 
damaging to all things Ameri-

I 

Loyola Offers 
History Course 
Loyola College will offer a course this semester in 

conjunction with The Evening Sun's Courses by News
paper series appearing in the Accent section. 

The series, appearing Mondays beginning January 5, 
consists of historians writing on topics from American 
history that have a bearing on the issues of today. 

The University of California originated Courses by 
Newspaper for the nation's Bicentennial. 

The three-credit course, being offered by the Loyola 
College Evening Undergraduate Division, will include in
dependent study of the series and related materials, three 
class meetings at Loyola during the semester and two ex
aminations. The cost is $100. 

High school graduates are eligible to enroll. In addi
tion, qualified high school seniors may take the course 
with the permission of their principal or guidance counse
lor, according to a Loyola spokesman. 

For details, call 323-1010, Extension 255, 256 or 257, 
and ask for information on Courses By Newspaper. Call
ing hours (except for New VparM am- o A M f» g P M 

can,"" Shelley shuddered. 
"However—if I were 22 again 
and had a great body, it would 
be artistic, tasteful, patriotic 
and a progressive religious 
experience!" 

Q: Doesn't country singing 
star Mel Tillis get embar
rassed when he stutters so 
badly?—Mrs. Thelma 
Barnes, Richmond, Va. 

A: No. Since Tillis stutters 
only when he speaks and nev
er when he sings, he feels it 
hasn't hampered his career. 
"Seems the more I get hung 
up, the more money I make," 
he says. 

Eat-Those-Words Depart
ment: "His (President Ford's) 
strength really is being a con
ciliator, a compromiser, a 
man who is able to bridge the 
gap between the parties, the 
executive and the legislative 
branch. You will not find very 
many White House confronta
tions with Congress in the 
Ford administration!" (Jerald 
ter Horst's comment to Mar
tin Gross, editor of "Book Dig
est," in December 1974 after 
the President's high-princi
pled press secretary resigned 
in protest over his chief's par
don of Mr. Nixon.) 

Q: Having seen "Jaws," 
I'm carious. How hard can a 
shark really bite?—Nora 
Saunders, Long Island City, 
N.Y. 

A: In a bite-meter test con
ducted at the Lerne Marine 
Laboratory, one medium-
sized shark, roughly 8V4 feet 
in length, registered the steel-
crunching pressure of about 
18 tons per square inch. 

Q: Did Richard Burton ev-
er comment about _Liz_Ia^ 

Bird On Ice 
Big Bird, above, and other characters from public television's Sesame Street show-
Cookie Monster, Ernie, Bert and Grover—will appear in the 40th anniversary edition 
of the Shipstads & Johnson Ice Follies January 6 to 11 at the Civic Center. Skaters 
from the cast wear official costumes made by the Children's Television Workshop. 

\ 

, < Notes On The 

Bicentennial 
^ = / 

Information on Bicentennial projects and events 
is invited from Baltimore city and all Maryland 
counties. Please address correspondence to Jose
phine Novak, Accent, The Evening Sun, Baltimore 
21203. 

Over 65 Contest 
Evelyn Burns, executive director of the Baltimore 

County Bicentennial Committee, has announced the spon
sorship of a countywide search for four outstanding older 
people to be chosen and honored during the Bicentennial 
year. 

For their contributions to community, family or voca
tion, one man, one woman and one couple will be selected 
by the Bicentennial Committee in cooperation with the 
Maryland Jaycees. 

The contest is open to any person over 65 who lives in 
Baltimore county. Deadline for entries is February 15, 
1976, and an awards presentation is scheduled for March 
16. An impartial panel of judges of various ages and 
many walks of life will make the selection. 

Additional information and entry forms can be ob
tained t y calling the Bicentennial office at 823-1776 or 
stopping at 211 Courtland avenue in Towson. 

AAUW Reception 
Members of the Baltimore area, Interbranch Council 

of the American Association of University Women, will 
attend a Bicentennial reception from 6 P.M. to 8 P.M. 
January 14 at the AAUW Education Center in Washing
ton. 

Mrs. Kay Turner, chairman of the Towson area Bicen
tennial Committee, has been invited to join the Towson 
branch delegation. 

The reception will feature Dr. Marjorie Chambers, na
tional president of the AAUW, who will speak on "Where 
Have All the Women Been?" Piano music from different 
periods in American history will be presented. 

Members wishing to attend are being asked to contact 
Mrs. Florence Bunja, president of the Interbranch Coun
cil, at 823-1832 by January 5. 
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List of Members xlv 

Attended: Mar. i to July 18, 1781; May 1 to Oct. 3 (or la ter) , 1782. 
The election in 1781 was on Aug. 17 but the commission is dated Aug. 27. 

Similarly, the date Feb. 10, 1782, is that of the governor's signature; the 
date of the election is not given in the credentials. 

Richard Howly. 
Elected: See vol. V. 
Attended: Mar. 1 to June 18 (or l a t e r ) ; July 7 (or earlier) to Sept. 21 , 

1781. 
Between June 18 and July 7 three yeas and nays are recorded (June 25, 29, and 

July 6), in none of which did Howly vote. 
Noble Wimberly Jones. 

Elected: Aug. 17, 1781; Feb. 10, 1782. 
Attended: Sept. 27, 1781, to Nov. 2, 1782. 

For earlier election see vol. I. 
Samuel Stirk. 

Elected: Aug. 17, 1781. 
Did not attend. 

Edward Telfair. 
Elected: (See vol. V . ) ; Aug. 17, 1781; Feb. 10, 1782. 
Attended: Sept. 17, 1781, to Sept. 10 (or la ter) , 1782. 

George Walton. 
Elected: See vol. V. 
Attended: Mar. 1 to Sept. 27, 1781. 

Walton evidently withdrew when Noble Wimberly Jones arrived, although he 
did not leave Philadelphia until after Oct. 13, when he obtained a grant of 
money. 

MARYLAND. 

Daniel Carroll. 
Elected: (See vol. V. ) ; Nov. 28, 1781; Dec. 10, 1782 (" for the ensuing 

y e a r " ) . 
Attended: Mar. 1, 1781, to May 9 (or la ter) , 1782; Aug. 28 to Dec. 31 , 

1782. 
The election of Feb. 3, 1781 (see vol. V.), was for the year 1781; that of Nov. 

28, 1781, does not specify the time-limit. Maryland's election of delegates con
tinued to be somewhat irregular. 

Samuel Chase. 
Elected: Nov. 28, 1781. 
Did not attend in 1781 or 1782. 

For earlier attendance see vols. I.-III. 
John Hanson. 

Elected: (See vol. V. ) ; Nov. 28, 1781. 
Attended: Mar. 1, 1781, to Nov. 4, 1782. 

Hanson was elected President of Congress Nov. 5, 1781, and served for one year. 
He was enrolled as in attendance Monday Nov. 4, 1782 (the beginning of the 
new Congressional year), but does not appear to have attended after that day. 
From about the middle of April to the middle of May, 1782, Hanson was 
absent from Congress on account of illness. 

William Hemsley. 
Elected: June 15, 1782 (no time-limit prescribed). 
Attended: Sept. 28 to Nov. 20 (or later), '1782. 

Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer. 
Elected: See vol. V. 
Attended: May 14 to Nov. 5, 1781. 

Richard Potts. 
Elected: See vol. V. 
Attended: June 12 to July 24 (or la ter) , 1781. 
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List of Members lvii 

James Forbes. 
Elected: (See vol. IV.) ; Dec. 22, 1779 (presumably until a new election). 
Attended: (See vol. IV . ) ; Jan..i to Mar. 10 (or later), 1780. 

Forbes died Mar. 25, 
John Hall. 

Elected: Dec. 22, 1779. 
Did not attend in 1780-1781. 

For earlier attendance see vol. I. 
John Hanson. 

Elected: Dec. 22, 1779; Feb. 3, 1781. 
Attended: June 14 to Aug. 21 (or later); Sept. 21 (or earlier) to Dec. 12 

(or later), 1780; Feb. 22-28, 1781. 
John Henry, jr. 

Elected: (See vol. I V . ) ; Mar. 31, 1780 (see note below). 
Attended: (See vol. IV.) ; June 23 to Nov. 17 (or later), 1780. 

Henry's credentials do not appear in the Journals, but the following certificate, 
on which Secretary Thomson has endorsed the date "July i, 1780", is among 
the Maryland credentials in Papers Cont. Cong.: " We hereby certify, that 
on the thirty first Day of March last, John Henry Esq. was elected a 
Delegate to Congress, by the Joint Ballott of the Senate, and House of 
Delegates of the State of Maryland. Ja. Maccubbin CI. Sen. F Green CI. 
Ho. Del." 

Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer. 
Elected: (See vol. IV.) ; Apr. 7, 1780; Feb. 3, 1781. 
Attended: (See vol. IV.) ; June 2-6 (or later) ; Sept. 21 (or earlier) 

-26 (or later), 1780. 
Thomas Johnson. 

Elected: Dec. 22, 1779. 
Did not attend in 1780. 

For earlier attendance see vols. I. and II. 
Edward Lloyd. 

Elected: Dec. 22, 1779. 
Did not attend in 1780. 

William Paca. 
Elected: (See vol. IV.) ; Apr. 7, 1780. 
Attended: (See vol. IV.) ; did not attend in 1780. Jan. 22, 1780, Paca 

was elected to the Court of Appeals. 
George Plater. 

Elected: (.See vol. IV.) ; Dec. 22, 1779. 
Attended: (See vol. IV.) ; Jan. 1 to May 5; May 19 (earlier or later) ; 

Sept. 22 to Nov. 28 (? ) , 1780. 
Plater is recorded as absent Dec. 6, 1780. 

Richard Potts. 
Elected: Feb. 3, 1781. 
Did not attend until June 12, 1781. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Samuel Adams. 
Elected: (See vol. IV.) ; Nov. 18, 1779 (" for the year 1780 ") ; Oct'. 4, 

1780 (" for one Year, to commence the first day of January next 
ensuing"). 

Attended: (See vol. IV . ) ; June 29, 1780, to Feb. 28, 1781. 
Timothy Danielson. 

Elected: Oct. 4, 1780. 
Declined (see Warren-Adams Letters, II. 142). 
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State of Pennsylvania, along the north bounds thereof, to its north
west corner, continued due west until it shall be intersected by a 
meridian line to be drawn from the forty-fifth degree of north latitude, 
through a point twenty' miles due west from the most westerly bent 
or inclination of the river or strait of Niagara; thence by the said 
meridian line to the forty-fifth degree of north latitude, and thence 
by the said forty-fifth degree of north latitude: And we do by these 
presents, in the name of the people, and for and on behalf of the 
State of New York, and by virtue of the power and trust committed 
to us by the said act and commission, cede, transfer, and forever 
relinquish to, and for the only use and benefit of such of the states 
as are or shall become parties to the Articles of Confederation, all 
the right, title, interest, jurisdiction and claim, of the said State of 
New York, to all lands and territories to the northward and west
ward of the boundaries, to which the said State is in manner afore
said limited and restricted, and to be granted, disposed of, and 
appropriated in such manner only, as the Congress of the said United 
or Confederated States shall order and direct. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names, 
and affixed our seals in Congress, the 1st day of March, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, and of our 
independence the fifth. 

Signed JA" DUANE, (L. S.) 
Wm FLOYD, (L. S.) 

A L E X : MCDOUGALL, (L. S.) 

Sealed and delivered in presence of 
CHA THOMSON, 

CHA MORSE, 

EBENEZER SMITH.1 

According to the order of the day, the honble John Hanson 
and Daniel Carroll, two of the delegates for the State of 
Maryland, in pursuance of the act of the legislature of that 
State, entitled "An act to empower the delegates of this 
State in Congress to subscribe and ratify the Articles of 
Confederation," which was read in Congress the 12 of 
February last, and a copy thereof entered on the minutes, 

1 This act of cession is in the Payers of the Continental Congress, Cessions of Western 
Lands. 
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did, in behalf of the said State of Maryland, sign and ratify 
the said articles, by which act the Confederation of the 
United States of America was completed, each and every of 
the Thirteen United States, from New Hampshire to Georgia, 
both included, having adopted and confirmed, and by then-
delegates in Congress, ratified the same, [which is in the words 
following:]* 

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the under signed Dele
gates of the States affixed to our Names, send greeting. 

Whereas the Delegates of the United States of America, in Con
gress assembled, did, on the 15th day of November, in the Year of 
our Lord One thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy seven, and in the 
Second Year of the Independence of America, agree to certain articles 
of Confederation and perpetual Union between the States of New-
hampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhodeisland and Providence Planta
tions, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia in 
the words following, viz. "Articles of Confederation and perpetual 
Union between the states of Newhampshire, Massachusetts-bay, 
Ehodeisland and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, 
New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,Maryland, Virginia, North-Caro
lina, South-Carolina and Georgia. 

Article I. The Stile of this confederacy shall be "The United States 
of America." 

Article I I . Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and inde
pendence, and every Power, Jurisdiction and right, which is not by 
this confederation expressly delegated to the United States, in Con
gress assembled. 

Article I I I . The said states hereby severally enter into a firm 
league of friendship with each other, for their common defence, the 
security of their Liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, 
binding themselves to assist each other, against all force offered to, or 
attacks made upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, 
sovereignty, trade, or any other pretence whatsoever. 

Article IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship 
and intercourse among the people of the different states in this union, 
the free inhabitants of each of these states, paupers, vagabonds and 

1 The words in brackets are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 9 (History 
of the Confederation) but not in the Journal. 
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• ->?• : «-» f» .» tt :td n i a 
Ti:T'fi"i ;.«'i fct»j »«ni^, ae 

«t I ir/h • - »•' i1» n . . co«-
I Llpe Ape I-e", fhpa J b» (t^lrre* IB i » i -

• e a m ejpreu'ra «•* deS.e erf ccmiee> ro i 
•t coBtiaJsc c-efsramfe t» ne icicaijwa be, 

-• c—rotfiJcra ftd anted *i ia kit taafitr'i 
aaervieg. >-j: i< tar »<edmiTB of Oe t*o 
- a * (• kid beta iteepteJ, tkty fioald ke re» 

: ti hoaoor oar iretty arnb iketr Iigaelura i 
•rt ceald ob«*» e* tt > heeda » M « pjoccife 
i ExtellaBtr tkai ke ;og d ettlptui « caarier 

«•• , far tka par pa (a of |Mtr*g 'xifitr iefrtiKSi-
•a • i Court oa ika ibote fsajt.'tt. 

a cowiaqaeaoa foeea) owrtafaea BOW fo Stoned 
i n a* oihrr ilwrrnutt le*t thti re pet ocf tea 
-• m l i ' t r day. •* ciacetd. to the iminediiia 

: of ike arrfclat at ia)«y flood t i» i lute' a t 
' mart cotrii:!it , tat sewa fa tkit ika did 
au.ei are eatirely a» tie foeiiag o' a-etrwenrre 
Bad ax far the far'etie.-iag op of t&e prttoee-t, 

i to*, ttd reflna-iios af placet fa tka itae Ipiet 
i l> l i t bMl ag'OOd to f r l i t like l»f>.( . i 
-a Fraaco aid Bi f i*ed. Aid at the latere ta-
tke auditing powert «aa oot ibieJaia.y a*. 
rail! frgaun ia f iht p't-limioaret, art ikoetrt 

.>aai to rcajBiS tbn ika Dole of Maacketer anil 
to a-t Court ewt piopeitli ea Hire faojtci, aad 
ar tkt seu£ary iBB-cfiwai tBereepca.—We 
»a koaoar to rackll taiorigiDal of toe piaii. 
Max*, lagciacr witk • cop? a/ to* piiaay 

i rxailitod to at ky tkt otaar partita t ta fail 
sea ion koweatr ce.ee*. aed e>t raty bo tbit » i 
.: bate to laceefifcl at arc teaid fear* wiCbtd 

eg oa tke prilcat Etgo»iii.*a, ewiat, ta ib« 
**: fairt^l igaii', UCirH'fa Migkt<»tft> 
-'nfrd to ewakace ve oar ZMI tad ippfei* 

sett eadtaraatV. 
Mieicin Pliaipoteaiiiry of i n Ccnwtt if 

Eagliad aad »a*n. hive fgaod Uo drflan ,t 
at Vetliiitii, aed tktt of Ami'tea terierai? 

By t i l latter tbi foriae* prtiaiat, ;ai a e 
cirirted n ' l i dtSesuti troatj, tkire yt ia-
: B I cseceauaai ojtttfi aa ciKa III poritat 
14 UlOgtlttr i|ia*d. 

Wiaie, 4«. 
(Slgerd) 

LISTrifcVNON VAN B a t K e N * f i ) S , 
6. BRANTSEN, 

~~~B « - Y x ^ * K« * » » »*• 
an c/od o\f-• fejotaaid tbit bit Btcaiiaa*/ C«-
CUum, wiS-tatie »'• pablu wiitect nio ian 
. • ! " » . H« aill ttrttialt at ractieod arita 
•;i.« of -vfiafitOB dae to log'Mi i*d d'|aiied 
Sa* — Tkt grateful Cuiaeet ieag tat -
r«rdLa.»» rUIMi, aiill aaiertlljr tMll It Ola 
< tn rtiurm, a«d ituieipiii tae aappr i f i d i 
. t i l oi tknr ba'ig fabject to loi/Hwnnara/ of 
tad /aatrtaai a Ligi'tit'. 
•xpodad iBiiku rixeellikey <Ki*ir»t tftii.^, 
• ccasipaar the Glum*. Tktre n as eoasi 
u.iflia dreenc* «ad dtrOfen oili e-i ebUi*td 
ocuCcB by ail raaki of foep4«,— Vfcaa »i I 
r ***•> dim «ich tbit plaiiag aoeior, aad 

<lt £•(<;.!;, a»kKh rail expttd tfeo k ia ta 
a the apptafaoco of i Hire reiwalag irooatd 
aeab, ^tfiar a leag ikkate) «kele kagalir aid 
c prokiiy, coiaaailf tutnaMadi aa/«y«rvai 
• ad arkal* l u i v h i l aurjr it a/aav^aa ted 

• af Biiki.i lioerte, kj aapirallclod la titta.7. 
- i i G r i i K M i i t>a tip'aie vita »it» 

ag iaodteii, asd arkia aaiaatel; dadltd muU 
iki idtiaaaBMBt of pslitatal kaoatUdgi, bat 
agot atkicb l*4ipt*Jt»tt bat iauoloccd lata 
M ooitt*, predat a aaacfc tnore f,i&c-.'uog pio-

lat ftaki it/, iht* tke4a b* wk>ck lora.r rtro> 
• t foef icUd, tad ajklek kitketto bife atida 

aoife all e.ir ika world, Btfidee ik* Uaiaa 
• flij«>, •ikoiw a fapeiia* politr f>aa iu c*i. 
mmtm;i*nu, to ill pllflll flf/iMltti. No la» 

.ta bo prodacod of iea Gaatliaaa, in 10, tgi . 
> »ti.E|uiD'.ad fit tba laiaaaMcf ki| ptitait 
«ao4a coadaa bit beta (0 • M U A I I I . sofclfi' 
ataoetroi, aad will (apfortod, at tktt of •» . 

>. it Ht fa*miiton ef a icw t»piri — 
11 s t u i i i ciiuf.'ikti d. 

ai.r .rt Tet- s 1 
D jt D t « 
» r<*iTT n- ft 

Incl oa j t than 
•jJttraor, ari'l fo 
Mccnbeti af ibe C 
e x i t ol ika Sowui' 
rata oa karbrxck 
tka rear of tkt kon 
Uacaat, altar ptific 
ol ika iioepa ap it 
Ttrata . 

T a i ComrDiiKi 
COBOBU ikam(»l.-.'i 

Aaaia^/r x \. 

Wairr. 
J • f R G C t S S l O V . 
•t, »i ! p-i .# e thair Excilu 
ii«« A'tr the Oeatri! t-d 

• I ict?rtr:.r;3»a.tor, aci 
• ttrnportra go»era« 

a otr: of i-e iitia— Tna Gui l e -
eigki in fr;ai—Tboft oa foot, in 

a, 11 li-e miBBtr Taiir Hictl-
_ dowa Q^tta p^itt. asd ike i,»a 
0 B o i d w i r , wtil liigkt I t Crf'i 

kope to 'ei their PtliowtCHi'Oi 
an;b dcteact aid cb.:t«o>, a :»i* 

Balt imore, December 2, 
HkCToa ST l i n t Efq, laie1? nri»»d n N-«•• 

Yen, 11 ippo'B(:a !)» 1 - ' u-r «f Fraect 10 be 
C*i*ol, tod Sap«t!-.tea *iot o' the Picke'i sow eft.-
k.fried Hetenra thit C tf aad Port L'Oneot. 

The Ship Nocfue1- Capt. Ciollild, it trr'erd at 
A-yotpoiti, to t Wcckt, froat Loodoa 9h; fulfd 
h«o=e iSewt foor M"B'ht igo, lad iBtho ea io the 
K rtr Thiatti ID 14 [>ifi. 

N . A V A L O F F I C E. 
Ifr.-tt m lit Fm if Btt'imtre. R ij St. ptttr, 

S Whiia, from li.Kiti'a ; S>,ip Reaeoactar, P H, 
Potirdi, Aoiiitrdm ; Sekootar Dtfpeith, B. AlUc, 
Po t-io-Pricer ; Brig Dirt J Ttrie, Betai'it . 

LUmrmatit ti /it Pt-t tf BtUimttt. . • r i g C t * . 
dic!i», C. Lorotliot 'or Rjtterciai ; Srboottr Li-
be»»*. H lojco 1 Mtr'ioiTut -. kefto-ntr Naoce.O. 
Ner-'i. Ne».Toik , SkpPicirqaa, L Hirco, i t . 
M.loii 

i*S**»*- - ^fe1^^-i--^B^r>SdSSSiS»a5t«. 
P'in-f . ', tnmsf. Art. »t 1-

ON SttuidiT I a A ceM-t'd if.n ti'r, »i Oxrc-Hii . 
treSeatol.Mt T no >•»« Haa ioa , t s i h e i j l 

Y t u c t hit Ace, the J! .su;-*»:e JOHJi HAN»t>N. 
Kfqi—Thi» G'otltTiiD hid loop '̂feo • Scream >o hn 
Cototre in a Tir tie .t EmploroKeu, the l«ft of 
arla*r» ..'ii that of Pre'vjtot of ihe Cot^ • 1 
rja-i-irn i'.«t ir 'u^Jt ted ext'ied » ; I . , / I , be htii 
tearcf1? rticfred (111 fv'tce'ol Hor»e, ksiyKi be tr*t 
tried by a rfingeroti . r,tU, *f •: • " • adc-cbt-.i 
Strogfte of mint Mr-run there » n rr-it Reiloa u 
txltrtt hn Cocftiit n fad rcii'e'f faVJotd—>jt, 
r»i».»; RIB-JTO 1 eo lidmVe Icrerial ui fcts ic.l 
• priitot Meilih, on • Viiit to h i f t:-d» ia i -n 
c't J. .I», t'.e Difene it icord »ith ntcrcitod S 
ar.1 ft ^J ;H? Sxctrat , .1 DM ippt 
Ird.—Am'dfl lio«ifi»g Toiatceii r« "readtlf pu-
lt'»«d Or Poriuude cf a Mia, wtih ihi Tempet of a 
P'ikHoph« . ii ' ai length a>ci ike rving of Ttno.-i 

' t rseek pUtigaibuo tad cletaicd tlapa of a 
ChriSteo. 

Too ofieo doei the ptrt'al or f»otl Pto difrcgtr.1 
the ficred i' ftutt of Tirtk .ad Jjftce I To the 

iod C I M I I O B I hov aaoriifyieg ii the Rtfl.-C' 
tua, 11,.! 11, dcl.ocannp Cbtra3eri ct decoted 'ec.i, 
I ' m u liK'l DiS.Dfliio kr:»eer- Mot, "ar.ole V. iu. l 
f i n adoir.ed humio Nituie, lud the AV.eich whole 
Vicei hiee dtbtled it '—— 

of ill the ramrroat Acqmetieeti of ihit iraiiS'e 
Mto, led difcSK" lf>t& Ci i/ro, ihere erill be fear ic-
detd, from arhoat the *«d Hruul of hit Kite arill BM, 
at letft, extort ao f iiout 00 h i Chari 
atort dear tod fm aa*'! Uoaaestoaa, ohiifi they can. 
001 tail 10 laiatm th%r Loft ted »entiile hu V •-
aaorf, will eeoeiecu. io caulitc him 10 the Saxciotfi 
of hii Mtenen, the Ber.ttolrnce «t hit H^trt, and 
the Pteptietv, Digoit«, ted Ultfclatli ol t,n C»o-

dsa. 

hight Dollars Reward. 
R AM n WAY, ir, ,11 1 . .. Itriotf 10 Mont-

H0i«?r» Cooi'e , the u d 
tokrr i«re, « A£ oimed TC/A'K) 7 
jnr i of ice, lb.01 t, ee\ i ' '< 1 t e l . i 
a white mtik o n i . e ' . i - nt .. 1 1. 
born with. H ' • " •• 
An» pcrloo (rt JI <+ i i» i < I hit I 7uv 1 
ffi«»l itcftto u.t .:. .rr K- .-ii i, acd it b' 
all itiuoao t c h u g " v •• !JV 

SASH kL U . 
1 

i -ro the PLAV and FAUCH, ibe f.roorta 
A i R o< T A L L Y - H O ' by Mr* M,de. 

) ,ch will be idded. en Ea'ertaiement jiirtr 
perfo'.Titd here) called 

II O S S P U R P O S E S . 
-, Mr. Ltwii; Grorge Beeil, Mr. Srai-h ; 

ritok Beeil. Mr. Ktauog; Hure Heeil. Mr. 
Roate, Mr. 

Pirfooo, 

At^ertoo ; Cbap.-io, Mr Wall J 
Dir ic i , C'lofol, Mr. Httrd. 

Mri. Gruk, Mri. Rytoi Miid. Mifi 
Em'ly. Mr*. EdwtrrJa. 

T'rktft to be bed at Mr. Jimet Yooag't, ia Mir-
Vtt-Stjen ; it ih« ExchiBge-LotTee-Hooft, Ftll'i-
1 r.i » aoJ of Mr WilUi, Best Docrt- the Theitre, 
• I ' is Bcxri may br t^kco. Boa. 1*. 64 fit, 51. 

.V. 3. No Monet whattrar a>;i! be racir»d it the 
Door; Bor eia lay P*rfan be idmiitcd bafied the 

-The Doon aril] ae oreoid at Fie. 
C'ock. aad the Performance will begin etecifciy at 

ix 0 Clock. Dtt , , 7 g 3 . 

Public Sales. 
On Thursday Morning next, the 4th 

Irftaat, wi I be fwld, it the Aadua.RooAw B«l> 
cutore-Tow-i. 

A few INVOICES of MER-
CHANDISS. fait.hie for the $«foo, acd Bitten 
LOTS ol GROUND noaied ca re.l'i'Pxot. 

On Saturday the 13th Inftant, at 4 
o'C'ockh the AfteiBOoo, wtll be io d on the Pre* 

A*valuable LOTof GROUND, 
ia f'ee-ncBp'e. h oatrd oe the New Wharf, between 
Mr. jaaei Hotchiott'i led the Couoty Wharf ; the 
Ttrrai ol whieit w.li be tnide knowo at ,iheTi'>« of 
Sak. T Y A T E S . A.Aioeeer. 

Kt^titKtTt, DH (, lll%. 
N. H. Kiye M-e-ni Ccdu-wll be giteo oe the 

Lo 1 titititedoe FeTt*Poi4t. T. Y. 

TO BE SOLD, it RICHAflD CRAVhS'i Jbip-Y.rd, 
10 Ktnt Cfmniy Mirfiird, 

f T A heafy full̂ - built 
jdSflffc^aS S H I P ; for (fteifareaieot jo feet 

if&Lji >•"' keef »<feet beira tttaet j iochei 
^pEi?i*- hold, s ftet beiween decii, with a 

t y . j ^ r jb '*£• q.iner-dtck to the mno-mift. boilt 
, v ^ I y with tke be* ?«fooed white o i l , 
— I riiffifrhi::"' asd wll be fionchod ia ibtat t 
weeki. Ti,ere it at >he abofe yard, • fofficieocy of 
cedar, trd .cifooed pltek, for a eeittl oat txctedic^ 
ao feet beat, wf.idb wilt be boiit oa reitooable mou , 
• I coi'u.-ctea for. 

A'. 3. Ptyraeot will be rude ei/f. 
A n . t f , l ; l | . 

Ten Dollars Reward. 
R AN AVV'AY, Iroaibe labfcnber, l.ncg it L«ef-

oj'rf it. '.Domy, Virfioia, an A?" 
peeoriee Boy earned STEPHKPe DONALDSON, ca« 
pat't "' ooicg 'ctiiialt good wcik to the gold add 
fiirtr any, kirirg bteo beood lo Into ftid tutioefi. 
Ht 11 ikooe is tttr* o'd, ruber f« | i | of hit ige, e n 
a down lock ; hid ca a eon of imported broadcloth, 
rclcnbl eg 1 pirfon't grif, light»coloured jacket, 
dirty icaihir bretchn, thrrad ftockiegl, aod an eld 
b«i«er hat, u d hat a remarkable white foot oi hiir 
c^tr 1,1 left e>e-bro», 10 trie edge of hit hair, about 
the hit of a pifttit.-e.—— Ail rtuiUri of rtiTeli are 
warccd, at their peril, pot to reccire him oa board 
tleir ffTelt- Whoever will tike op tod fecare 
the fid Appirotic* i<oy, io that bu milter gets hiat 
agtio, fbaUaoatife the sbsee Reward, f<o.ti 

s rSPHEN D J N A L D S O N . 
trg,Nn. 1*, 1783. 

Fifteen Dollars Rcw ard. 
Fur iccurinj.' in any goai, a Mulatto Man 
.Slut ntmeJ OU K, he oegisg to Kobert Ctlchiift, 
,- Toii-Koytl, Virpian ttho ran away fioa kaa.rasf* 
icr, 1 hi ot the lO'ti of N^icoiber, and will eod-iroar 
1.0 pall I infcll lei a Irrrmio, and a difbaodrd fol-
ititr. 11 i..- w«'< » Bntifh foldi.-.'t eott t hi n I 
IJ.nrmai > ky ir.,*:, » t l l i lad f,>et'i» !.')W, and f u 
..•hei a iio*. >cin 0' Eparj he wtr>t 
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Tki i m r w i - i •>• -,«ti fet eg (cintd, ae 
•' i s m I it !h <»evbrtladorth\et ih» »!»... co»* 

- Cape Ape ! -»• • , (hoa j b» rettrr** t» a cats* 
• » »«si tt irtattd <.>*' dtSiferf cornier; re a 

• i c o K ' u . ' . - ee*f«*aaeB*e to i«e iottaiiae te, 
'•*r rewverfatfea had kieted t l i t kie aalflar'l 
r u m i i - »•>«! is tit r»eeiati»a of tbe l *o 

J Coa f li»rf t>«ia atcapie^, tkey fr.oeld k t n -
i t l hoeewr on* itetir •»' k ikair l i | M l « i i i 

•>• caald o b u a oa it > beadi W M * preaif* 
• E m l l i i n tkat k* s.-ad <s*'f>jn • « caeriff 

«-a, far tka • n - « l < of t • t f i t '-Klk*r tafttadi-
*n I i 10 'i Oa |h« eV>?i Isajeft'. 
• t - • - ' . - - t a n ' -?•« carieifat BOW fo ifsatfd 

I - a a a Of->r •Ittrgatir* >••( that re pet wr? the 
' i m i l ir d*r. •» p4-K**d to the itnirtrdiaia 
of ita* armlet •• >»•• ta#d I tka Utter v * 

I read eotrta - f t , tat as**a (a ihtt tka laid , 
aai.-e r are aatirelr aw the fee Hag of eydtfeerfrVe* 
aad i t for the (efeade.-ieg ttp of lea prtroeer*, 
ifoa, atd reBitatioa «/ placax ia ike lacee I pre* 
t t> •»< bate a^taad ta f f tk* like tarpofoa. 
-a Friaceaad Baglaed. Ar.a1 11 tka i irtrrea-
ik* aaeditttag paver* we* M l ab*Wii«l» a t . 
re u i fijeno • e>f thi ptetisjfetr'**, ara ikoeght 

. * e t to rtejatB ibit tka Deke o' et°,eckta« wtt| 
to 1 1 Co*rt oar pio^cfalr oa thi* fesjtd, aad 
»r tka o a u & r t ie t f id ioa i t.»*rtapee.<—W* 
i« kotoer ta rackrta ike original of tka pi ah . 
Irti 'V, lagetker Wllk a tocp af l i t p i f i i -

i »mhj»if*d ia »> ar tka ex kef partial r ia fait 
race t» ' koweeer caacaiaca! ara tat* ba that *>a 
it k««B ta taccefifsl M arc ce*!d kire mCati 
i i r c i t k i p'ileal B*go»iai«aa, owiag ta tka 
i.ical Gteeti«a£f i fairr , tkurHigk Migkti»r«« 
pieefad 10 dtfjpaiuce is oar xaat tad apprata 

Md eadearatft. 
M ' B t l i n Pltaipamiiar* af tka Ctrwi. «f 

Eagliad i r j «e*ia, k i n fgaed Ika drBsrttr* 
> at Vt r ln l t i * . aad tkat ol Amenta » i 8 i r e i j 
i. Bp t i t letter toe foraeer pa !ua latitat »'a 
oiaartcd ia'» a c c t f i '.-••if. tkira tat ta-
> a i toraaiwat taaittri a» nkKh. ika parttat 
u aitogiittr ajraad. 

W««e , Ae. 
(Ii (aa#l 

L ' ISUIaVNON VAH BgRKeNHCOB. 
G. BRANTaftN, 

S W - Y O R K. AW, i*. • 
art eradolf tefatBtd tkat bit Rt*»ttt*rf Ct-
;..'/•;»«. «-:i totki kit pablii aairtac* utto ib>» 
.m»"r*. Ha * iU etrtaiala kt r i t t i n i aritk 
i n k af '•'Iia&taa dua to la groat aaa* d ' | t i i t d 
it' — at t f iu ln i C i u t i e t ktaf kta£ka» si 
rastdia-ra ntiaai , " i l l aaia/aU| atatt t i o n 
• kit tttura, aad aAticipaia tka k»pp» affadt 
.•at ea ibair oa<a| (ab,e« ta tU/avarraavavaf 
• a<! ),4,tin, a LtgiJUttr. 
t*f*&»4 ibalki i bftealUte* tiurit Pftiitg. 

I «:eom8«if the (>«•/•<••». T k a f t u avo aoa-ii 
i.' i *.ci daaaaet and (Uraraai arili kt abUi.rd 
attaCca b- til raakt af aaopia,*-fkaa ar i l 
i t u t rum taiih ikat ptatiag <aoa'itr, tad 

ill GaontT, a k k h a i l «x»»i.d i t * kaata 
a iht apoaaf»aca af a Htro tatarafag troaaad 
italt, (afta* t i t i j »ai«aia) -»kefa fiajalar aad 
t piakitf , caaSaailf toaaaad l **t*nrjtl 
• ad arka(a taarvaaW awrrt n t ; u r / . < i aad 

• af r - . libtrrt, •• •aparklltlad ia hidaia. 
. D.Ttoat ia Ga>aaaaaat ata taa'aia auta <arf 
• i taodieti , aad arkta aaiaateljr fladltd mai 
ita adtaaaaateal of palilatai kiaarl<d|* , bal 
• ja< »•:(•. l»iif4»/(Mt k u iauadaccd lata 
• aafi'fi pralaat a anatk mora f>rtKuitlBg pie* 
ira laW'MTi ifiia tkafa ba ark'tk fWta<.r raro. 

•>«ra tfftOad, tad arkkak kitkatla bttra aiida 
«•-!'« all arar ika arerld. BaSdaa tka Uaioa 

i B t j t t , i»iasci a fapariar pai'tf 'rum it* o n . 
««nK/aa#M, is in ptaiaal prrtiHin, Ue t«> 

.•a t« . -^ • . . K of 11.- Gaattaaua, ta aaa « t t , 
i ...- B|ttiB>«d bi ika •• laaaaaof >.tt priralt 
"kafa <«adad baa t««a !a »«atit!tal. tuwyi' 
«»u)tfal, aad m i l f»Kf>"ii«J, at t k n of **i 
(/aaawat, la tk* formntoa «f a atw tmpira.-— 

f»a Bti«rt1-tasi r-ekit.d, 
<'«arl» , • i i i t a r . i m to <-•'» 

. . mrta'jra 11 Of 
• : . r t t t Tea-«v iOfr i .» ip . at f;rOt»Wai*r. 

O R D t K <J r P R O ' C k S S I O N . 
A r u t t O' ftntit, will prrca- a ikiir Extalics.^i 

tnd M oa thair 6*a»«.——A'-tr iha GtarrafaadT 
Gartraor, aril) fo:,aar ika Lttetaatai-GoTtiaor, as j 
Mitabatt bf tba Coacct!, (at l«f» famporata gorera. 
tbaal ol tka S J » I » ( > part of the 3««u—• Toa Gaatla» 
lata • • kat&iMck, ai |ki in frsal—Tbofa oa foot, to 
Ika raw of ika knna, >a like .Tuaotr -Tatir Ktc«!-
Unttai. aliar p«£nk-,do«a Q;«ta frett, aad tka liat 
af tka irocpa ap t?a H.oativajr, mil aiia,kl at CV' i ' i 
T«»*«a. 

T B I Comroirr-a kopa ta ht ihrir P f l ' o u C r r s i 
aoaasU tkamfaifca a i i t daceact aad ewctata, a ikia 

Ammitr i\. 
iiiliaaWM^jIMaaaall 

Baltimore*, December 2. 
H t c T o a S T Jana I f i ; l*ie<» arrived at N«»-

Yark, u appo'Btca bf ire Ccort of fnece to tz 
Caeilal, tod Sopett'.iea taot of the Paeke-i, ooer eft«-
ki'fhed fcctareea that C i f *ad Port L'Oneot. 

The Ship Nooftie*- Capt. Oo l leW, t* arrlrrd at 
Aoaipofti, in I Werk't. froaa Loedoa She Ixfr.A 
h-ttoa akayft foor M"0<ht iga, aavd aacixt:cd ia «!:c 
K rtr T h t a t t <o n r> i | i . 

N A V A L - O F F I C E . 
E*'nu * lit F*l ifBtbrmrt. & ig St. P«er , 

S rVbi' i , from I i . K i t i ' i ; Ship R*oro«cltr, P f i . 
Potartii, Amittiim ; Stkootir Dtfpaub, B. Al!tc, 
Po t-to.Priaer j Brig Dart J Tarie, Bat at--it. 

LUtr—tit *' it* fit >f B*ltim*rt. . l n ^ Ca»-
dUtiati C Corailiat far Ruitcrdata ; Stbeoetr L>-
b f » - , R logoa'i M i r i n i q j e : kehoraif >a«C7,0 . 
N a m * . Naar-Toik j $k p Pataf qsa, L- Haro*, >t . 
M . ln . i . 

ty, <rz> fy> ey try <v <r̂  ey, tr> £?ie~*-- f? 

Pri*:t~Oftrgt i ttin-.y. A'rr. ar. »?8*. 

OM Satordar ia>1 ce^a-fd i l ' i t t i f e , at Ua-o-Hi i ' , 
t r . tSea lo lMr Txo»*»» H * » * o a , t c i h e t j i 

Ye. io» hi* Apt, the H^koorak-e JOHN HAMSON. 
Kfq i—TM* Cralle-ato htd loep beta-'aSer-nil t o h u 
Cacalrtr in B YtneiT of Empioyaarsit, the Uft of 
arWHt ..-it that of PrV>Jrel of [ht Coc^iV't. Upna 
(}0>tiia<t ikat t'.'LJUt aad exalted. Viauoo, be h»ii 
acarct'f reached h>* p+tci'al Home, b»ti.r« he «>a 
fa-trd bf a dtcRetoct I l .attt , artich affcr-t doobrrj 
S4ro|tait ° ' "iinT Hf>oif » thart *>et t r r f y fteatoa i» 
befrrat hta Coalite •fan had eoti'tfa fatfjoed—iur, 
nataTitbRtadrrct a Ma6drrtb!c lortreaJW *afs t c i 
tppareot Health, on a VMii to hi f . tr-i» io int* 
Ccj.-.tf, .ht Difttte rtte-ard atitb iftcrjat'td Strroi>,in, 
• od he quitkla beearaa c^okioa* ot hi» ' ip?roi* iag 
Ird.—Atwft i l liegtrirg Toiattott ft* IJtadil , p i t -
fe>»«d tf» Poriiiodt of a M i o , wuh ifi* Teaiper of a 
P-iloiop»f-, at.I at length aati i k r rviaft ot Terror* 
artih the rsetk Rttiaoiuuo aad eltraied llope* ol a 
Chn'QttD. 

Too cf'ea doe* the p>rii*t or etett Pes difrtft iH 
rhe faertd D>c>«i«« of T i r t k tad Jaft.ce t T o the 
ooo*> tad c i a l t O B l h o * aterttfftng it ihe Ri9.-c» 
two, ibi t in dettaceiiaa Cbartatr* el dt tei l td Meo, 
t f * u u in^a'Di^it^Jioo kriarteehiat, arbofe V,rta.-a 
f u t t ' J c i r t d htirnto Nttuit , tud the W i d t h whole 
Vie** hart dtatttd 11 ! 

Of t i l ihtnomtroot Acq'ittettBCtt ol thit aianS't 
M i a . *ed diRiagttifbtd Cvuxto, ihert trill bt few if.-
dead, fro« whaa* th* **d Rectul of hit F»lt will oat, 
at it 1 ft, eaten an P i lc^f on hit Chartftcr—but hi* 
aaort dear aad fm «••« Coatetioa*, whtift tbey c i t . 
e-01 fad tai lanatoi Ihtr Lot* *ad renrt i l t hit Me-
taofT, will eenearuii to tatalttt htm 10 tbt S*eeir.«fa 
af h'ra Mtaoan, the Bt-rtaolenc* <A hi* H««rt, tnd 
Ihe Picprit l f , OigiiiK, afid UUfblael'l. of i,il C»J-
daA. 

aWSCiki-5-- j »> »-J ir " " i ^ U •s*^ t , * < t j , *** l i Bi^a-ti 

Eight DollarsJiewaixl. 
R AH A W A T , Itom the ufclciihit, iinag io M c i f 

fiaattrf Courxr. 01 U ' ^ - i - U - r , the «>d of Ot" 
toker left, « i\ECR'J ,V..4 V o-.nud TC/A£f. 57 
f f i r t of *ee, ab-.tjt (. »«i 1' ,;h..fl^ii wx.1* i t t l . t 
a while mark o » » r t f t i e o l . . 1 ucr, wh.ch he w«t 
b&rn with. H ' (ortntriy he J ip 'd to VVit-ei I'ai t, 
Anf perlot) fteaetaj) l . c la lh»t 1 ,Tuyj;ti h ' ra »h-'-"i 
ff..'t rteetawtbt «t>o»e Rrwin i , aod itibi.ught l,i.nc, 
all tealwfltb'r th»rg»« t>»-d U» 

SAML-lil . W' .CMAf;RUDI 'H, 
Dteipihru »3»i . 

, . . . . » , „ » . „ - , , »»-7 r " » ' . R , ' ' j e • " • . ' • » 

-A'I R ol T A L L Y •H O ' ky Hr> 11, d,. 

T j vbiek will be added, as Eonrraiom«i>t t i i r r r 
perfo'jitd here) called 

< Il'O S S P U R P O S E S , 
G™\ Mr. L e w i * : Grorg* B*»il. M ' . S<ai'h f 

Fr*ak Btr i l , Mr . Ktaiiogt H«'rr H-ti i . Mr. 
Athertoo ; Cbrprao, Mr WaJj 1 I ' 0 * 0 , M r . 
Daiie'a , CnmUK tit. Heard. 

Mr* . Grub, Mr*. Rv«oi M«id. Mif* Ptrt'oea, 
Etrn'fy. Mr*. Edward*. 

T iekt r i to be b«d t t Mr . J*mt« Tcwae'i. in M»r-
te i -Suct i ; ai ike Eathtaga'Coffea-Hoofe. FaeTt" 
i i i o i i aod of Mr Wil:i«,oext D«*r t - t h * The . trr. 
• I ' t r Beafi m»r b» lUeo. Bo«. >*. 6d Pit, ja . 

.V. B. No Moaet whtur i r will be rac i r 'd at iht 
Door ; cor eas aay P-rfan be admitted V i md «he 

. Scrnrt-.i — The Door* will kt opeetd i t P I T * 
o'C'Toek, aad the PitfoftnaaCc trill btgia ateciftiy a 
Si« o'Cfwck. DH. J 17IJ . 

Public Sales. 
Ott Tharfd*y Morning next, the 4th 

leftaat, wti] be lu/d, at tbt AaftttaRooet) ta &»!• 
tinaran Ttnutj 

A few INVOICES of MER~ 
CU4NDISB. fait.bit for the aVifoa, ted Rletca 
t o T S ol CROUND fi'aattd ca ft l l ' t -Patnt. 

On Saturday the 13th Inrtanr, at 4 
o'Cocku the AftttBOeo, anil bt fo d 00 tbt Pre* 

A^valuibfe LOT of GROUND, 
i t Feffintp'e. fi oalfd oa tbt Ntw Wharf, httwero 
Mr. jasua Houbiocr'i led iht Curat* Wharf | the 
Tetmi c l wbieJt wili b> mic'e ketwa i t . t^asTtf* or 
Sale. T . Y A T E S , A.«ww*er, 

Pmliimtr, Dtt t, f 7 f | . 
N.B. Pi t t M^o-rii t^tdU-wil! k* girie on the 

L»a , Ihctted 00 Pe Ti-Poiat. T . t . 

T O BE SOLO, at R ICHARD CRAVfcs* bbip-Y.rd, 
ia Ktftt Coam, .Marflard, 

A healy full*-built 
S H I P : far • t i f t remtot jo feet 
keel »<frtt, otara- r r f a t t t iaehei 
tmid, j leef between dectt, with a 

- <t.irier-dtrj| ta) Ifcr maib-miR. boilt 
with tke D*8 Itafooed white o * i , 

> h j K > »od will be ItfiiKhtd irj a beat I 
week*. T l e t t i i * i >ht aBOfe f i r d , 1 fotlcitocf of 
ct'itr. l t d (cafootd pUnk, for a tetjel sot eiceedieg 
a-Dtrtt fcetf. wtidt will be beiit oo reifoatbit mot* . 

ti cooiriAcd for. 
A'. 3, P*,nttot will be raada tai*,. 
Are, ap, 17(1 , 

r! 

at' 
le 
1* 
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Re 
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Ten Dollars K eward, 
RAH A W A Y , Iter* tke fobferibtr, l.ncg at Lrtf* 

'• buig in Lnttf/dft Conor,, Virgioit. tn Af-
pitfiriee BOT aiattd STBPHKlt) DONALDSON, « • -
ptt'e of dorcgjotef'ble good aroik io ihe gold tod 
bittr * t , , k«rn"g otto booed le ttaro fatd tuhotf*. 
H * i* abort a t t a n o'd, ratbtr fagf'l af hit i«r. b n 
a doaro lock ; had act a coat of Imported b'otcekith, 
teiinibi.og a parfoo'i gra,, light-coloured jacket, 
d i r t , leather bretehn, th ' t td ftoekreat, aod an afd 
betnr hat, aod hat a rtmarkablt white foot ul bait 
out hu left tve-brow, to the edge ol hit hair, about 
ihe fite o| a pilUrero.—•—Ail matter! of rtileli are 
warded, at their peril, not to rtcctre him oa board 

tt.tif t r f f e l f - Whoever will take op *od feeore 
ihe fa'J Apprrotic* Uop, fo that hit matter geti hiat 
agaio, iliilUectite the abort Reward, f<o.-n 

s r S P H E N DJNAI .DSON. 
Ltrjl*'tt fe it, 1783. 

Fiiteeri Dollars Reward. 
For fecurinp; in any goal, a Mulatto Mm 
Sljvt otmed D l i K. he oi-gng to Hubert \.-\yi', 
tai Cort-Ko,tl | Vireisia. tfho ran awa* ficm h * •».<-
ter, th io l the I O ' I I of Niteanber, and aw'l tod'irout 
io pall himfclf lor a Irermia, aod t diibudrd (ol* 
diet, t t Its tpcre a Btitifh foldi.'i't ton t '•* >• * 
auatrmk'.r k , t r .H j , wplk'i aart fpetki 1; iw, i>>d ha» 
i.'t.cf * liOftt liK,l,,. . 'c.i ' «» ktfr l 01 ;rjx ; *>e wti-i 

(I in i';.n<>5 w 

SLA 
ILe 
until ] 
(tCBtj 
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•r.i || 
abor.i 
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P»r 
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Ui 
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• « ' • M M ' • ••" • > " ' l 4 , « I 

: , - . « • - ; . . , . i fV- | f | l r . ' | . t , ( | | | ( ( - ; ' 

mr - f - i » t « - f H '.'»* "• ' ' * (•' CCWlej ro » 
. • t n t O M T ; - » - . . - . 1 . 4 a ?5 'T# i r lc l l iva j * * , 

• I r < > » l l l l ' - . '•»•! l l l t H ( I ! l h i r l B f f > 

- . ' . •¥•?» » - • • t» ( 1 - "-•aia ;l*»a n1 C5f f*^> 

L »B I' k»d "-riei i t i ; i i ' , Ikey rJ-oo'd k« re-
•a h?»«»i car ir-irr <»< k tntir ligatli."* I 

••• caatd oMi a n 'k * b#»**l »M » piarr.i'i 
i F.ietl.meT l»i i lit • '.- d rJelpilc* I [tariff 
- - • , ler l^« porf>»<<. "< yerei - ' I ' lker tr^iK^i-
i ti•« cc 'i e» tk« t^»»t loaja'At. 
1 m ' n a i N i f - o i * na'»*l»*i n » (o '•tnited 

ira aa Oilier •fterofltr* t**t t ^ n f# ?st e 4 t » i 
- a t * * U > a r <!e», • * ptac**w! to lb* iemrtrdtita 
-.•' ' ke iri^'aa •« i l i a *«a>d I t*« ! t m i « i 
r»aJ ! " t r i » • ( ! , >«f »>•'« I j tK»t |k* ftirj 

u r i t i «•• f ! t ' t i f •» i-» ftti i i>| o' • aiai-mra 
a; - S x *?r >hr rwY'aeatfiag o» of tei r-nraei-i, 
'o«, icd r*flilatio* «! p'ten is tki lata* ipier 

i *> ka* tur* • . '»i ftl"-» • • • l i t t f o p ' . i . 
• r"n»:» I** - H a f ' t H . Aed t l ibt IBMrrta-
i l l neditt ' ig » » • " • wit »">f ib'oJai»;y • • . 
rat t t fig t u n i »f ik.t pralifatati « , wt tkowghi 
i t i o •' tci * tbtl ik l Dek» of W i t r t t i i r »nl 
» k t Cent! eer piapc'i'- rs t h t f• t>jtd, iad 
»' >ka Bi;ti?irt ' n S c a ^ t i i»ere-apse.— W i 
i t kotaar (• rcclc't I H I C T ' | I M I ef ib i p>tli. 
' r - i • », lagatwtl w i n • ( o t j «f [it a i m a 
a x - i m n i l» at k» tke enter pirnr* ( » Fall 

•: i it»t kswenr t*»ei'nr4 w* rsiy b» (bit •>» 
t t t s •• Uccr'ifcl »i we cetld htr» t»ttb»«i 

» j c» thi ftiin e»gotin»», i > i | ts ihi 
: « ' f7 tMMBjHi f * l i i i , l>t i rH' fk Migbl-»t«.i 

t r ' i t 'H to <<»}*tt.:t» ic car i * n t i l l ipf>ruit 

M ' e i ' t n r i t i ip» t * i ' i t i » of !*•* CvMU rf 
E«gl»»(J ted ' .^• ' * . bi»t r-|(»H ik« <!t.1iii'f» 
i i Vt t l t i l lM, t-.i iktl ol A^t - tc* t t l l l l i t 

Bf I t ! l i l ttr Ibt '•• «i- ft*liaiUiltl • • 
c•»»tr(fc1 i9'3 I c!fK»i!>t« irwtf ibei* t t i i#. 
r a t n r m l i s M ' . t ' i t n » i nkkk ik« pwnct 
»» »l{3gti:ir i j t t t d , 

W i i i t , Ae, f 

I I S f K f e V N O N V A M B8RKeNi lC£)C , 
ii. biAUTsf.X, 

E W - Y O R K. AVc. i« . 
, i crtd ^lj ie fk i r td ibm kit Rut'.itttj C»> 
C/<!/*», »|II fBikt »'• ptblit » = -,(<«;« IKIO I S I I 
. • ! •»»'». H« "itl f t r t t u l t be nctifHt) with 
"tilt *l * Ht»fl>«» (J«« (0 lo | < M ! »*•) W'| l i trd 
9*1 — I M |rtMf«l C i l i t te i l4) ( ftliMi i f 
• • • ' • i i t - 'J t l t l t l i , oill m a f i ! ! | f iy l f n or» 

t n r tmr i i u d t s i M a t M lb* ktppf tfftf i i 
t«i • i ihnt b«i*g fib,en IO l U / r v f u i n *f 

! • " tt/Hill • l.»ll'lHf. 

" j i ^ i t ibn bit K>c*lf*ttf €i*tt*i ffti,,f. 
t : f i fnct»f ^ e d r t i n t r , TbttC't »o OBOSI 
i I f t t l T ' r i r r f »fd dttOfgn * i i j b» •&!«'.«) 
tfr« r - bt i i u r t i f f yeptt, f>^» »i I 
r »<•• bun * n h " i n p j M f t i Koe'io, n d 
i n*(«NI; , ttbicb ! • •< « i > i ( d lb* b t a i a 

i !« if?ii»ct*r« «f « Ht r t n i H n ! « j ttnm»*4 
Jitll, ( i f ' t r i '.»»» »*'«•(«) wkcfi Cinjo'ir «erj 
i •r«kii«, ' i i d n i f c<jm»*Bdi tmtmtr/ti 
• •d • • • ! « K J I V ' / I I / «t/r,i I I ( i[*tr4.a* »cd 
i ' pck'H litMil*, ti ••pit»!l( l*4 it tirt«i». 
• r • ;«i ia G*>« 'M*MI • > • ! • * ' • K V I I O kl f f 
• i«- i i r . ' i , t i l » M « m-njtely fluditd Buil 

ikl i l i i i M r u i -f pulilxil k t « » K 4 { i , bit 
if- okflb />/ifit/,m,i h n i»ittx!«c(d U i * 

• patiifi f t l f t i l « r j h incsr* (.tcc.ijcg pt»-
I I I tik< i . , i* ia tcefi 6» vbitb lotio r teto. 

• • ' • t t , i . i «rd wdUb bukttia h i f t and* 
•eift »H c.«- ikt •e i l 4 , Ht'ldtt t u f l t lo t 

> * i v«t ,«»«- t i i r«B* i i * f p'»itf fmn i ino t i , 
• • i - ,"»#«r, m iti pt«l«*i tftliHini. No n> 

• [ I ' j ' . t i l of ir. j <iiit!«J6*J>, i>> ir,t i f I , 
\ . •'• bf lk* «»»l»«iit« c.i (.'i p l i t l l l 

' i t ' t (««:.!> ' . I I i n . >» i K i i . S m , Mkl^M 
. M'tfal, ied »»*M f j . i . M t d . M H i t of km 
' <•!'«:, i« iCl l»»niil!tii uf I CCW f./ irfin — 

• » r i t n l i fOf.ij. *ki i i, 
! « ! • ; » , ut i t t tbiMOkito •»•<• -

t : . r , r t l e t - t n»- . Ti »ip. I I F f t f t - W l t V . 
O H f) I'. '! >. : P R O C K S ' S I O V. 
* i -Airy n* h in?, » i ! f . i c ibfif E t c i ! i f - . : t 

• nd C« .jn ll ••' (•»«*• A''tr ihl G t t t l t ] » ' i 
Gorttoor, wi'l t ..» lbs l.i icisrirl.CJofiiior, »r i 
•Vfrabori bf lb* C"icci', fr" I f r t f i p o ' i ' t g o t f i -
»h«»t ol i l l S.H i... .i fiirt cif I 1 * >l i t i— I>» GiKile-
fot» « t hotf»nirk, tiokl ir> frr •<—1'hof* o» fp5i, in 
ikl it»i e f ib i h-«n. !» life n i i a t r . T»«ir " ic* ! -
lto;i«i. ifitr piKir^ d-^'o 'i, ««» H-fit. i-d ibf l i t* 
• ' l^» I '^cpicp I t * H C IC- iJ , Will l.'|bt it Crf'i 
T«'«»«. 

T « | Cornmi'tTO hopl to f - f I>•»ir p.-"o«»C I ' I 'OI 
esti"o(t ik to iMfM »ilB dcceact net ics-.t^m, s tbu 

j*if*t »ff«. i f« r 

t***imtrr ix, 

Bal t imore, December J . 
J f i ' T c i ' T faun Efq. h i t ' f i tt i»fd n N -» -

Y * ' » , ti ippo nt'-d It* • ' * OrtJfl i f Tnect to ^ : 
C f i 'ul , inrj «u-«i - t»3 - I P I o* &e PiTkrn now t f t . -
bi'frtfd *>etw»f9 t'nt (" 'T »od Po" t 'O^eot. 

Thf ^'itp Nocf'ic1- O p t Ctol l f ld, it trr'ifi at 
AnaapoMt, io * 'A' 'rki . frost Lofldts S^t fittrf* 
h^ert iSo-rt font M n , l-i ig», iad locho ecJ to t ie 
K Ttt Ti . trai l io ii f ) i f« . 

N \ V A L • O F F I C E. 
Ft-nif m lit ffl if Btlnmfi. H i | St. P m r , 

S Whir*, from I t . Kitt • ; Ship R iato ic i i r , P I f , 
Ponrd i , AmiJirdi^ ; 5«koofir DsfpneS, B. AUir, 
Po t - i B . P r i e f j Bn'z I ' m J T»rir, B t t m - i i . 

l.Utrmatti ti ih Pii if B*'iim,ri. . I r i , ; C l » -
c V n , C Cni"tiioi 'or Rjttffcira ; Srhjcrir L i -
b**»*i R Ipcco't Mir ' '0 'T»» ! kc^o'Pir N«rcy ,0 
^ t f " i . N i w T o i k , £b p Pici.'qai, L Hirco, St. 
M. lo t i 
t~?i i~> (ra <rs; tn <r? «-^ <rr (r> «r>. rr> <T\ 

liSft. i.**« J ( A ;t«?«u ^A-.i ii=c • i*-=». |>**J t--«« Li-«si t^<;' U « . 

P-ir-l-••! ' ' , - I (.it*:*, .'•'»•.. »l I7?J. 

ON Situ'diT l i i l ( ' ' • ' • « l l - " l i ' f , »' UXTE Hi l ' . 
tre Sfit cif Mr T H O » " # I H « » i o a , to ihe 4jd 

Yf ir of hit Act. Ihl IluOOBrtk:< Jt)fl?l" HANX^N. 
J-fq, TrSii G-ritir"n>o bid lory f'fte I ,'«r»irt io hi* 
C i - f t r? in l f i n t l f of Emplotmrcu, iKe lift of 
* • th . . • I I lh*l o> Prf ' ' frniof ifit C o t a K ' i . Upid 

.'Usui i rd i»i ' i«d v-it.v>n, hi hiu 

- . - ...» . E-» i »m r i n v e , •»« l i » » M i 
A"I R of T A L L y • I I O ' k> M n I I d. . 

7 j i.hich * : ! l h« id- t f ) . in tToi'ttiinTrffii if!t»jf 
ptrlo'Tird h»r«) tilierl 

( It O S S P U R P O S E S . 

i j - m r i o d c m i I o B I how »oftiffirig l i l h lR tDrC* 
ti •-], il,.t in dsdoei'iri Ck i r td t i lC t dictated 'dci , 
t ' « n u liii'a ui t inft i io Wtwtcr Mai, whole V ine . * 
f i n idotrtd humici Nnutt , i u d the Wriicb aho'e 
Vicri I l i t dibilrd it l 

• it i l l tf.e mmt't-ai Ac , uiotiocti ol ihil ira'iSV 
M m , led dtfliaga Ibid t.i i / io, then will be fsw i'.. 
•'"•••J, from whon " ' l*d K'ut i l ol hit Pat? mil oM, 
*i l i i f t , estori in f ilr-41 in h't Oirgf l t i—hut Ml 
• e n d m led fnt • • > ( t.oaailtoo*, whiitl thty eti» 
cot f i l l la lumnt tttif L«fi l t d *enrnle hit Me« 
no t * , will fnneifcui to enuliie him to the Swtttoifj 
of hn Mien tn , tfic Hfneiolfnce of hit H?irt, m i 
tvr Piopiictf, Di*ait»i l td iJliftiLtli ol t,ii C, i> 
dort. 

tt'nlull. ;i.', •<: " : i i : o , i ;;•'.: ,;-., tiA" » 

bight Dollars Reward. 
1 ) AN n A'A Y, Hi in llit u! I 'n' i ' f , litiCit i j M i t -
IX tiom't* Co'imt. r- VV»<*i-fJjy, | lu n d of DC* 
lukrr l ift , « ,\F.(ili'J /''•> .' mrntd IJMt. '7 
J ' l t l Ol li. '*, ib. ' . t ', r-fl i h, iliitl r»»«tt | I e t .1 
• white rnii» on •>,• e 'r t- r.i >• I t.ce, wh.cli h» W H 
born witti. M f ' ' n * : v ' ' oia'A <<> U »l •• I 'u i, 
Any pr ilofi l » i i . g Ins" I i Ih »l I 7U> | ri I ;~« ; i . .:>., 
Itii'l iieei?a il l* .!. .rr k ' # i r ' l , icd it bn 0(jh; I . . . 
«'l tf.tuOlll'e C t l l H " !•• d ! l * ^ , 

SAMt k i . \V . K A ' . R t M ) ' I 
/ ' f . -C ' r I . I • » ! 

Bf»il. Mr . Srorh ; 
Hi ' ry B**il, Mr. 

Pakio, Mr . 

qoti irq |( at - • - . - . - - . . . . . . . . - . .».., . . . ,,.,.. 
tcirre'y rucfe.d nn p»act'ol Hf-me, biiute bf n»i 
fa-jt-rl by » *f»flR«'#Cl l l iktb, •ht fh •»• - '» dtubt'::! 
5tra|tflt of minT H f t l ' l l there w n et-ry f;ti!oa to 
b f l i f e hti C^cB'ic ton f i d ttt i 'e 'y fahlcid—^jr, 
putw.ti f l irdiru i eonlidfuVe Inrtr i i l ui l i f t to.) 
i p f i i t o l Hei' ih, on • VMit io h j F. t.vii io Irttl 
CtmnlVi t l e Difetle rrtc-O'd with ircrtiled Srrrnf.tti, 
• n l fe qjick'T hfCime enfe i,.n ol hit ippro; imtcj 
I rd .—Afi" f f t ln ,er i ' f l r « t a t a i | he ^eidilf pit-
l»|»*d It * Formu le ct a M m , with, ihl Fex^er ol » 
p-iloiorhe-, ir I n length aet ike Kiria ol T M I C - I 
WI h i t i rseek Rthgnltioa ind eleiauJ llopej of * 
ChliftllO. I '/,,'f 

Toa nf i f i don the p in ' i l or »*ntl P?a dUtgiti | 

the f iend 1> «ft«tti of T n Ik . i d |oft.c« I To the 

G ' ' s , Mr. LlW'l ; Grorge 
i unk Be»il, Mr. Kfj ' iogi 
Aihertoo ; Cbap.-io, Mr W i l l i 
Diaicfl , C Bfo'. Mr. H t i r d . 

M n . Grub, M»*. Rv«ot M«id. Mif i Pirfor,*, 
E rlily. M n . Edwird*. 

T ' f k i t i i i b; hid it Mr. Jimei TowafV in M»r-
»«t-btie«.t ; i t ih* FxehiBgi-Lcrfee-Houff, Fall ' i -
J nt i l o i o f M r Wi l : / i , oe=t D r > r r t - t h e T k e i f e , 
• f u r R tX ' i m i j b r i . k i o . Boa. * i . ''d f i t , c i . 

iV, B. Uo Momy whi ' ie i r will bt riciT»d it ihe 
Door; oor em my F*r'ori be idmitted b*hiod ih* 
*?;>"»* - T h e Doctt wSII be opeoed it Fiee 
c'C'ock. aad ih l Puformaoe* * i l | bagia ereciftiy at 
Si* o Clock. Dtt J 17! } . 

Public Sales. 
On ThurMny Muffling rext, the 4th 

le l f iM, wi I bc'fvid, i t ihe AaAita.Roeeaia fUI> 
i j iwre T e » i . 

A few INVOICES of MER-
CHJNDISK. ftit.hle lor the **ifoo. *cd Eleien 
t U T S ol CROUWP fJcatedrB FeH'l-Pmoi. 

On Saturday the 13th Jnftant, at 4 
c v " o c k i ; the Aftetoooo, will be (o J oe the Pte-

A*"va!uab!c LOTof GROUND, 
is fee-finip'*, h oited on ih« Ne» Whi r l , hetweeo 
Mr. Jinei Hntchiott'i led ih« Cooqty Whir l j i te 
Terrat ol which wiii b» tni.'i knows i t ,th>. Tt'>e of 
ia'e. T Y * T E S. A.CiOCi-cf. 

Htilimtrt, Dtt t, I 7 l | . 
N, B. Kiee M ^ B ' M 1.:.adit will be gi»ia on the 

Lo 1. Iitiuted 00 Fe'l'i-Pomt. T . Y. 

T O BE SOLD, i t R ICHARD CRAVf"S'i bb.p-Yard, 
to Kent C'v«my M i r f l i r d , 

C~x" A heafy fulli-built 
J ^ * » ^ f "&• S H I P ; lor raeifareaitot 70 feet 

v J k a f i U l ' -"V " • l *<>(tu b» i r l« iriwJ* 1 ioehu 

C > - i ^ jP> JP- ^..ner'deck to | h * miiO'tniR. boilt 
, ^ 5 7 ^ • ' , ' ' • « be* f«fooed -h i t * e * l . 
tataatHf-im^ iod Will be ItOrxhad in ibeat t 
w e l t . T h e n it i t thi ibofe T*td, 1 fofBcttocy of 
tt'.t', in ) icafoned j ' m a , for * ?ei.reI oat eiccedicn 
•0 I'M keel, whiekiwiii be boiit 00 reifooiblc m o u , 

it cu^icctea for. 
A'. B. Payrneot will be " n d t e i / y . 
Art-, i f , i ; l | . 
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Ten Dollars Keward, 
R AN A W A Y , fro <• the tabfctber, hncg 11 Leef-

bji»t in f.rrrjtfOfl County, Virginia, in A?-
prer.riee Hnf nimerl f.TEPIIh:** DONALDSON, e«» 
patJe i'f c'O'Cfl inhrible good woik to the paid led 
I. »tr wiw, k i n i p beeo bsood to Into did tutioert. 
He it lbo»l is yeirio'ti , ruber | » * i | of bit l(ie. r.u 
a down lock ; hid oo * coat of imported b'oadc'oth, 
l l l t r i t l rg 1 f. i 'or. ' i gray, fight>coloured icktt. 
duly l l i l k t t btetchet, fhteid ftockiaaa, tod an old 
bene' hat, iod h n * rcmirkable white ipot ol hair 
ort i hit left *>e-brow, in tr;e edge of hii hi'r, i loot 
the lite of t piftatf.-e.——All maiteu ol veitel* »re 
min.ed, i t their petit, not to receire him on board 
Heir e'flelt — - \ > ' h o e v e r will take up iod lecute 
n l r ! Appttattct ilor, in that hii miller gen htw) 
•gtio, l1ialUtct.lt the sluee Reward, t>o-n 

b r t t P H E N U^HALDSOM, 
L'f/litg, A'::', it, 1781. 

Fifteen Dollars Reward, 
For icrcurinj.' in any goal, a Mulatto MJ<; 
SlMt nimed Dlt K, veoigr .gtp Rokttt Grlehilft, 
IM P O I I - K O T I I , Virpiaia t*ho un away ficm h»» rail* 
ler, »*,, ut ihe ic Ii of N -ita»her, and wi'l io ;-aau.ir 
to pif i hinfell for a Irrrmia, in.1 * difbioded lol-
ititr, 11 I.- were • HntifS foldi.'i'l eott t he n t 
Kinemik'i ky ttadt, w i ' l i n>d f.iti 'ti ' M W , ant fat 
i.'het a itow» lo.ik, a'pii' «- »e«>i 0' ; s*-, ht went 

l1ialUtct.lt
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june 4, 1990 
Monument text: 

John Hanson 
Honored Patriot 
Of The 
American Revolution 

QS^ 

Sorn 3 April 1721, Mulberry Grove, Cnarles Co., MD 
Died 15 November 1783 at the original Oxon Hill Manor house 
(site about 400 yards north of here) Prince George's Co., MD 

'John Hanson servea several terms as a delegate to theVt5eneraf 
Assembly from Charles County between 17 nd 1 75^ ̂fle^ffiffild -ae 
a-member o4i--^&^-M^-R^-3r^^^ l-7-&f—-to i-T-T-S-'ana 
bacaw—fr-ttetego^e -̂ e-t̂ iB--̂ erî 'a,>, ôr;vent-rT;rt~-o-f Annape-Ho in t?74-. 
In 1775 he served as a member of the Maryland Convention which 
.issued its famous declaration known as the "Association of^^ree-

XuU^K 1"^ men of Maryland*^ He was elected the president of the United 
States in Congress Assembled under the New Articles of Confedera
tion and served from November 5, 1781 to November^17S2. While 
president he tendered George Washington the thanks of Congress 
for the victory at Yorktown, 

Dedicated 30 June 1990 by the John Hanson Chapter, 
Maryland Society, Sons of the American Revolution. 
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William Donald Schaefer 
Governor 
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350 Rowe Blvd., Annapolis, MD 21401 
Telephone: (301) 974-3914/3916 
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Edward C. Parwnfme 
Starr Archivist and 

Commissioner of Ijmd Patents 

Gregory A. Stlverson 
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Hon. Robert C. Murphy 
Chief Judge, Court of Appeals 

Chairman, Halt of Records Commission 
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SUBJECT : Â VNCN VW^ao 

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS PAGE 1 

XC&r*e 4o fr*W c«uM u'u. Ctu> ft/ian 

file:////JWe


BIOGRAPHIES HAN 

SOCIAL STATUS AND ACTIVITIES: apprenticed to 

Joseph Wickes (ca. 1620-1692) in 1655 after his 
father's death; acquired the first land in his own 
name in 1667; he was naturalized in 1671. OCCU
PATIONAL PROFILE: apprentice, 1655; planter; 
owned a gristmill, PUBLIC CAREER, LEGISLATIVE 
SERVICE: Associators' Convention, Kent County, 
1689-1692; Lower House, Kent County, 1692-
1693, 1694-1697 (Aggrievances 3, 4, 8), Cecil 
County, 1697/98-1700. LOCAL OFFICES: justice, 
Kent County, 1685-1697 (quorum, 1689-1697), 
Cecil County by 1702; St. Paul's Parish Vestry, 
Kent County, 1693-1703. MILITARY SERVICE: 
captain, by 1693; lieutenant colonel, 1694; colonel 
at the time of his death, STANDS ON PUBLIC/PRI
VATE ISSUES, supported the revolution of 1689. 

WEALTH DURING LIFETIME. LAND AT FIRST 
ELECTION: probably over 1,000 acres, WEALTH AT 
DEATH. DIED: will probated on April 27, 1704. 
PERSONAL PROPERTY: TEV, £1,066.4.1 sterling. 
LAND. 1,175 acres. 

HANSON, JOHN, JR. (1721-1783). BORN: on 
April 3, 1721, in Port Tobacco Parish, Charles 
County; third surviving son. NATIVE: at least third 
generation, RESIDED: in Charles County; Frederick 
County, 1769. FAMILY BACKGROUND, FATHER: 

Samuel Hanson (ca. 1685-1740). MOTHER: 
Elizabeth (ca. 1688-1764), daughter of Walter Sto
rey (ca. 1666-1726). UNCLE: Robert Hanson (ca. 
1680-1748). BROTHERS: Walter Hanson (1711/12-
1794); Samuel Hanson (1716-1794); William 
(1718/19-1721); and William (1726-?). SISTERS: 
Elizabeth (1707-?); Mary (1709/10-?); Sarah 
(1714-?); Jane (1721/22-?); Charity (1724-?), who 
married second, Arthur Lee (?-1760); and Chloe. 
FIRST COUSINS: Dorothy Hanson (1721-1752), 
who married Richard Harrison (?-1780); Mary 
Hanson, who married Daniel Jenifer (7—1795). 
NEPHEW: Samuel Hanson, of Samuel (ca. 1752-
1830). MARRIED in-TW-Jane (1728-1812), daugh
ter of Alexander Con tee (ca. 1691-1740); grand
daughter of Thomas Brooke (ca. 1659-1730/31); 
half niece of Thomas Brooke (1683-1744), Sarah 
Brooke (?-1724), who married first, William Dent 
(ca. 1660-1704) and second, Philip L«(ca. 1681-
1744), and Priscilla Brooke, who married Thomas 
Gantt (7—1765). Her brothers were John Contee 
(1722-ca. 1796); Alexander, Jr. (1724-1734); Peter 
(1726-ca. 1779); Thomas Contee (ca. 1729-1811); 
Alexander (1734-1744); and Theodore (1736-ca. 
1764). Her sisters were Catherine (1732-1831); 
Grace (1738-?); and Barbara (1741-1796). Her 
first cousin was Thomas Hi a 11, of George (1735— 
1819). CHILDREN. SONS: Alexander Contee Hanson 

(1749-1806); John (1753-1760); Samuel (1756-
1781), a physician; and Peter Contee (1758-1776), 
who died at Fort Washington during the Revolu
tionary War. DAUGHTERS. Catherine Contee 
(1744-?), who married Philip Alexander; Jane 
Contee (1747-1781), who married in 1773 Dr. 
Philip Thomas (1747-1815); Elizabeth (1751-
1753); and Grace (1762-1763). PRIVATE CAREER. 
EDUCATION: literate. RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION: 

Protestant, SOCIAL STATUS AND ACTIVITIES: 

Gent., 1744; Esq., by 1778. OCCUPATIONAL PRO

FILE: merchant, 1769; by 1772 he and his brother-
in-law Thomas Contee (ca. 1729-1811) owned a 
store and warehouse in Frederick Town, PUBLIC 
CAREER, LEGISLATIVE SERVICE: Lower House, 
Charles County, 1757-1758 (Bills of Credit 1, Cv, 
2), 1758-1761 (Bills of Credit Cv 1, 1, Cv 2, 2, 3, 
Cv 3), 1762-1763 (Bills of Credit 1, 2), 1765-1766 
(Bills of Credit 2, 4; Accounts 3, 4; Laws to Ex
pire 4), 1768-1769 (Claims 1; discharged from the 
Assembly at the beginning of the 2nd session after 
he had accepted the office of deputy surveyor of 
Frederick County); Conventions, Frederick 
County, 1st, 1774 (appointed, but did not attend), 
4th, 1775 (elected, but did not attend), 5th, 1775; 
Lower House, Frederick County, 1777 (elected, 
but did not attend; resigned early in the 1st ses
sion), 1778-1779 (Claims 1, 2), 1779-1780 (Elec
tions and Privileges 1; Claims 1; Manufactories 1), 
1780-1781 (elected, but did not attend), 1781-
1782 (elected, but did not attend; resigned early in 
the 1st session), LOCAL OFFICES: sheriff, Charles 
County, 1750-1753, Frederick County, commis
sioned 1771; deputy surveyor, Frederick County, 
commissioned 1769, 1771, 1773, and 1777 (re
signed 1777); chairman, Committee of Observa
tion, Frederick County, 1775; treasurer, Frederick 
County, elected 1775; commissioner to establish 
gunlock manufactory in Frederick Town, 1776; 
loan officer (to receive subscriptions for loan of 
money to the Continental Congress and to the 
State of Maryland), appointed 1777; judge, court 
of appeals, appointed under the Act to Procure 
Troops for the American Army, Frederick 
County, appointed 1778. OUT OF STATE SERVICE: 
delegate, Continental Congress, 1779-1782 
(elected in December 1779, but did not attend un
til June 1780; reelected in November 1780 and 
November 1781). ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: Han
son was elected president of Congress on Novem
ber 5, 1781. One week later he considered resign
ing from this position because of poor health, 
family responsibilities, and the "irksome" qualities 
of the "form and ceremonies" required as presi
dent. He was urged to continue by fellow mem-
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bers who cited the great difficulty Congress would 
have selecting a replacement, since only seven 
states were then represented. Hanson decided to 
remain as president contingent upon his reelection 
as a delegate by the Maryland Assembly. On No
vember 28, 1781, Maryland returned him as one of 
her four delegates, and he continued as president 
of Congress until November 4, 1782. STANDS ON 
PUBLIC/PRIVATE ISSUES: as part of the Maryland 
congressional delegation he signed the Articles of 
Confederation in 1781, causing their adoption and 
closing a prolonged debate over the dispositon of 
western lands that had at last been resolved to 
Maryland's satisfaction, WEALTH DURING LIFE
TIME, LAND AT FIRST ELECTION: 1,312 acres in 

Charles County, SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN LAND 

BETWEEN FIRST ELECTION AND DEATH: by 1769 
Hanson had sold all of his land in Charles County 
and moved to Frederick County. During the next 
ten years he purchased 223 acres in Frederick 
County, took two 14-year leases on another 255 
acres there, purchased 1 lot in Georgetown, Fred
erick County (later Montgomery County), and at 
least 2 lots in Frederick Town. In 1779 he pur
chased part of a tract adjoining Frederick Town 
for £4,000 current money, and divided it into lots, 
possibly totaling 10 lots. Hanson sold 6 of these 
lots for £4,008 current money between 1780 and 
1781. WEALTH AT DEATH. DIED: on November 15, 
1783, at the home of his nephew, Thomas Hanson, 
at Oxon Hill, Prince George's County; buried at 
Oxon Hill, Prince George's County. PERSONAL 
PROPERTY: requested no appraisal of his estate; 11 
slaves were mentioned in his will. LAND: probably 
owned 223 acres and leased 255 acres, all in Fred
erick County, plus at least 6 lots in Frederick 
Town, Frederick County, and 1 lo,). in George
town, Montgomery County. 

HANSON, ROBERT (ca. 1680-1748). BORN: ca. 
1680 in Port Tobacco Hundred, Charles County; 
eldest son. NATIVE: at least second generation, RE
SIDED: in Charles County, FAMILY BACKGROUND, 
FATHER: John Hanson (7-1714), of Charles 
County; possibly an immigrant; planter. MOTHER: 
Mary, daughter of Thomas Hussey, of Charles 
County. BROTHERS: John (ca. 1681-1754), who 
married Elizabeth Hussey, a widow; Benjamin (?-
1719); and Samuel Hanson (ca. 1685-1740). SIS
TERS: Mary, who married first, Rev. William Ma-
conchie (1710-1742), and second, Theophilus 
Swift; Anne (1692-7); and Sarah, MARRIED first, 
by 1705 Benedicta. MAWUW) wctnwh ca. 4J14 
Mary (1692-17i«)/daugnt& of Philip Hoskins 
(ca. 1650-1718). Her brothers were William 

(1690-1727); Philip, Jr. (1696-7); Oswald (1699-
1720); Bennett (1701-7); and Ballard (1703-7). 
Her sisters were Benedicta (1679-1685); Jane 
(1681-7); Benedicta (1685-7); Elizabeth (1687-7); 
Margaret (1696-7); Mary Ann; and Martha (ca. 
1705-7), who married Thomas Stone (1677-1727). 
MARRIED tnmh ca. 1720/21 Dorothy, widow of 
John Parry (7-1719); daughter of Cornelius White. 
MARRIED fet*rth, ca. 1727 Violetta, widow of Wil
liam Hoskins (1690-1727); daughter of Francis 
Harrison, MARRIED fifth* on April 14, 1747, Anne, 
widow of John Maconchie. CHILDREN. SONS: Ro
bert (7-1734); William (ca. 1717-1766), who mar
ried Mary, daughter of Thomas Stone (\(fll-\l 21); 
Samuel (1705-1749), who married Mary, daughter 
of John Fendall (1674-1734); Benjamin; and Ro
bert (7-1770). STEPSONS: Thomas Parry (Perry); 
William Maconchie; and Alexander Maconchie. 
DAUGHTERS: Dorothy (1721-1752), who married 
Richard Harrison (7-1780); Mary, who married 
Daniel Jenifer (7-1795); Sarah, who married Ge
rard Fowke; and Violetta (7-1786). STEPDAUGH
TERS: Elizabeth Hoskins (1721-1773), who mar
ried Walter Hanson (1711/12-1794); Mary 
Hoskins, who married first, John Cunningham, 
and second, Mungo Muschett. PRIVATE CAREER. 

EDUCATION: l i t e ra te . RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION: 

Protestant, OCCUPATIONAL PROFILE: probably a 
p l a n t e r . PUBLIC CAREER. LEGISLATIVE SERVICE: 

Lower House, Charles County, 1719-1721/22 
(Aggrievances 1), 1728-1731 (Elections 1-5), 
1732-1734 (Elections 1-Cv), 1734/35-1737 (Elec
tions 1, Cv, 2-4), 1738 (Elections; Arms and Am
munition), 1739-1741 (Elections Cv-3; Arms and 
Ammunition Cv-3). OTHER PROVINCIAL OFFICE: 
justice, Provincial Court, commissioned 1741 
(quorum, 1741). LOCAL OFFICES: sheriff, Charles 
County, commissioned 1715; justice, Charles 
County, at least by 1718-1748 (quorum, at least 
by 1718-1748); justice, Court of Oyer and Ter
miner and Gaol Delivery, Charles County, com
missioned 1718, 1720, 1731, 1733, 1743, and 1744; 
clerk, Port Tobacco Parish Vestry, Charles 
County, in office 1722. JURY SERVICE: jury mem
ber, Charles County Court, served in 1712. MILI
TARY SERVICE, major, 1730; called "colonel," 
1738. WEALTH DURING LIFETIME. LAND AT 
FIRST ELECTION: at least 1,649 acres in Charles 
County (including at least 100 acres inherited 
from his father and 609 acres obtained through his 
second marriage), SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN 
LAND BETWEEN FIRST ELECTION AND DEATH: 
purchased an additional 1,254 acres in Charles 
County, plus 1 lot in Chandlertown, Charles 
County, 1720-1746; sold 809 acres, 1720-1746; 
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C CM 
00523 HANSON, JOHN, JR. (1721-1783). 

1 BOHN: on April 3, 1721, in Port Tobacco Parisn, Charles 

County; third surviving son. NATIVE: at least third generation. 

RESIDED: in Charles County; Frederick County, 1769. 

2 FATHER: SAMUEL HANSON (ca. 1685-1740). MOTHER: Elizabeth 

(ca. 1688-1764), daughter of WALTER STOREY (ca. 1666-1726)@ 

UNCLE: ROBERT HANSON (ca. 1680-1748). BROTHERS: WALTER HANSON 

(1711/12-1794); SAMUEL HANSON (1716-1794); William 

(1718/19-1721); and William (1726-?). SISTERS: Elizabeth 

(1707-?); Mary (1709/10-?); Sarah (1714-?); Jane (1721/22-?); 

Cnarity (1724-?), who married second, ARTHUR LEE (7-1760); and 

Chloe. FIRST COUSINS: Dorothy Hanson (1721-1752), who married 

RICHARD HARRISON (7-1780); Mary Hanson, who married DANIEL 

JENIFER (7-1795). NEPHEW: SAMUEL HANSON, OF SAMUEL (ca. 

1752-1830). 

3 in 1747 Jane (1728-1812), daughter of ALEXANDER CONTEE (ca. 

1691-1740); granddaughter of THOMAS BROOKE (ca. 1659-1730/31); 

half niece of THOMAS BROOKE (1683-1744), Sarah Brooke (7-1724), 

who married first, WILLIAM DENT (ca. 1660-1704) and second, 

PHILIP LEE (ca. 1681-1744), and Priscilla Brooke, who married 

THOMAS GANTT (7-1765)- Her brothers were JOHN CONTEE (1722-ca. 

1796); Alexander, Jr. (1724-1734); Peter (1726-ca. 1779); THOMAS 

./ CONTEE (ca. 1729-1811); Alexander (1734-1744)- and Theodore 

7 
(1736-ca. 1764). Her sisters were Catherine (1732-1831); Grace 

(1738-?); and Barbara (1741-1796). Her first cousin was THOMAS 

BEALL, OF GEORGE (1735-1819). 
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4 SONS: ALEXANDER CONTEE HANSON (1749-1806); John 

(1753-1760); Samuel (1756-1781), a physician; and Peter Contee 

(1758-1776), who died at Fort Washington during the Revolutionary 

War. DAUGHTERS: Catherine Contee (1744-?), who married Philip 

Alexander; Jane Contee (1747-1781), who married in 1773 Dr. 

PHILIP THOMAS (1747-1815); Elizabeth (1751-1753); and Grace 

(1762-1763). 

5 EDUCATION: literate. RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION: Protestant. 

SOCIAL STATUS AND ACTIVITIES: Gent., 1744; Esq. by 1778. 
f\ 
\' 

6 OCCUPATIONAL PROFILE: merchant, 1769; by 1772 he and his 

brother=in=law/THOMAS CONTEE (ca. 1729-1811) owned a store and 

warehouse in Frederick Town. 

7 LEGISLATIVE SERVICE: Lower House, Charles County, 

1757-1758 (Bills of Credit 1, Cv/£), 1758-1761 (Bills of Credit 

Cv 1, 1, Cv 2, 2, 3, Cv 3), 1762-1763 (Bills of Credit 1, 2), 

1765-1766 (Bills of Credit 2, 4; Accounts 3, 4; Laws to Expire 

4), 1768-1769 (Claims 1; discharged from the Assembly at the 

beginning of the 2nd session after he had accepted the office of 

deputy surveyor of Frederick County); Conventions, Frederick 

County, 1st, 1774 (elected, but did not attend), 4th, 1775 

(elected, but did not attend), 5th, 1775; Lower House, Frederick 

County, 1777 (elected, but did not attend; resigned early in the 

1st session), 1778-1779 (Claims 1,2), 1779-1780 (Elections and 

Privileges 1; Claims 1; Manufactories 1), 1780-1781 (elected, but 

did not attend), 1781-1782 (elected, but did not attend; resigned 

early in the 1st session). 



8 LOCAL OFFICES: sheriff, Charles County, 1750-1753r*aeputy 

surveyor, Frederick County, commissioned 1769, 1771, 1773. and y 

1777 (resigned 1777); sheriff, Frederick Countyfcommissioned 

1771 ;J chairman, Committee of Observation, Frederick County, 1775; 

U\rfi /reasu rer; Frederick County, elected 1775; commissioner to 

establish gunlock manufactory in Frederick Town, 1776; loan 

officer (to receive subscriptions for loan of money to the 

Continental Congress and to the State of Maryland), appointed 

1777; judge, court of appeals, appointed under the Act to Procure 

Troops for the American Army, Frederick County, appointed 1778. 

9 OUT OF STATE SERVICE: delegate, Continental Congress, 

1779-1782 (elected in December 1779, but did not attend until 

June 1780; reelected in November 1780 and November 1781). 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: Hanson was elected president of Congress on 

November 5, 1781. One week later he considered resigning from 

this position because of poor health, family responsibilities, 

and the "irksome" qualities of the "form and ceremonies" required 

as president. He was urged to continue by fellow members who 

cited the great difficulty Congress would have selecting a 

replacement, since only seven states were then represented. 

Hanson decided to remain as president, contingent upon his 

reelection as a delegate by the Maryland Assembly. On November 

28, 1781, Maryland returned him as one of her four delegates, and 

he continued as president of Congress until November 4, 1782. 

10 STANDS ON PUBLIC/PfllVATE ISSUES: as part of the Maryland 

J?-//i congressional delegation signed the Articles of Confederation/ w* 

1781, causing their adoption and closing a prolonged debate over 

• 
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the dispositon of western lands which had at last been resolved 

to Maryland's satisfaction. 

II LAND AT FIKST ELECTION: 1,312 acres in Charles County. 

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN LAND BETWEEN FIKST ELECTION AND DEATH: by 

1769 Hanson had sold all of his land in Charles County and moved 

to FredericK County. During the next ten years he purchased 223 

acres in Frederick County, took two I4=year leases on another 255 

acres there, purchased 1 lot in Georgetown, Frederick County 

(later Montgomery County), and at least 2 lots in Frederick Town. 

In 1779 he purchased part of a tract adjoining Frederick Town for 

£4,000 current money, and divided it into lots, possibly totaling 

10 lots. Hanson sold 6 of these lots for £4,008 current money 

between 1780 and 1781. 

12 DIED: on November 15, 1783, at the home of his nephew, 

Thomas Hanson, at Oxon Hill, Prince George's County; buried at 

Oxon Hill, Prince George's County. PERSONAL PftOPEHTY: requested 

no appraisal of his estate; 11 slaves were mentioned in his will. 

LAND: probably owned 223 acres and leased 255 acres, all in 

Frederick County, plus at least 6 lots in Frederick Town .and 1 

lot in Georgetown, Montgomery County, 
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Lof. X /^?7^ HAN 
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SOCIAL STATUS AND ACTIVITIES: apprenticed to 

Joseph Mckes (ca. 1620-1692) in 1655 after his 
father's death; acquired the first land in his own 
name in 1667; he was naturalized in 1671. OCCU
PATIONAL PROFILE: apprentice, 1655; planter; 
owned a gristmill, PUBLIC CAREER, LEGISLATIVE 
SERVICE: Associators' Convention, Kent County, 
1689-1692; Lower House, Kent County, 1692-
1693, 1694-1697 (Aggrievances 3, 4, 8), Cecil 
County, 1697/98-1700. LOCAL OFFICES: justice, 
Kent County, 1685-1697 (quorum, 1689-1697), 
Cecil County by 1702; St. Paul's Parish Vestry, 
Kent County, 1693-1703. MILITARY SERVICE: 
captain, by 1693; lieutenant colonel, 1694; colonel 
at the time of his death, STANDS ON PUBLIC/PRI-
VATE ISSUES: supported the revolution of 1689. 

WEALTH DURING LIFETIME. LAND AT FIRST 

ELECTION: probably over 1,000 acres, WEALTH AT 
DEATH. DIED: will probated on April 27, 1704. 
PERSONAL PROPERTY: TEV, £1,066.4.1 sterling. 
LAND: 1,175 acres. 

HANSON, JOHN, JR. (1721-1783). BORN: on 
->v April 3, 1721, in Port Tobacco Parish, Charles 

County; third surviving son. NATIVE: at least third 
generation, RESIDED: in Charles County; Frederick 
County, 1769. FAMILY BACKGROUND, FATHER: 

Samuel Hanson (ca. 1685-1740). MOTHER: 
Elizabeth (ca. 1688-1764), daughter of Waller Sto
rey (ca. 1666-1726). UNCLE. Robert Hanson (ca. 
1680-1748). BROTHERS. Walter Hanson (1711 /12-
1794); Samuel Hanson (1716-1794); William 
(1718/19-1721); and William (1726-?). SISTERS: 
Elizabeth (1707-?); Mary (1709/10-?); Sarah 
(1714-?); Jane (1721/22-?); Charity (1724-?), who 
married second, Arthur Lee (7-1760); and Chloe. 
FIRST COUSINS: Dorothy Hanson (1721-1752), 
who married Richard Harrison (7-1780); Mary 
Hanson, who married Daniel Jenifer (7—1795). 

NEPHEW: Samuel Hanson, of Samuel (ca. 1752-
1830). MARRiEDin fT747lJane (1728-1812), daugh
ter of Alexander Contee (ca. 1691-1740); grand
daughter of TThomas Brooke (ca. 1659-1730/31); 
half niece of Thomas Brooke (1683-17'44), Sarah 
Brooke (7-1724), who married first, William Dent 
(ca. 1660-1704) and second, Philip Lee (ca. 1681-
1744), and Priscilla Brooke, who married Thomas 
Gantt (7-1765). Her brothers were John Contee 
(1722-ca. 1796); Alexander, Jr. (1724-1734); Peter 
(1726-ca. 1779); Thomas Contee (cm. 1729-1811); 
Alexander (1734-1744); and Theodore (1736-ca. 
1764). Her sisters were Catherine (1732-1831); 
Grace (1738-?); and Barbara (1741-1796). Her 
first cousin was Thomas Beall, of George (1735-
1819). CHILDREN. SONS: Alexander Contee Hanson 

(1749-1806); John (1753-1760); Samuel (1756-
1781), a physician; and Peter Contee (1758-1776), 
who died at Fort Washington during the Revolu
tionary War. DAUGHTERS: Catherine Contee 
(1744-?), who married Philip Alexander; Jane 
Contee (1747-1781), who married in 1773 Dr. 
Philip Thomas (1747-1815); Elizabeth (1751-
1753); and Grace (1762-1763). PRIVATE CAREER. 
EDUCATION: literate. RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION: 

Protestant, SOCIAL STATUS AND ACTIVITIES: 

Gent., 1744; Esq., by 1778. OCCUPATIONAL PRO
FILE: merchant, 1769; by 1772 he and his brother-
in-law Thomas Contee (ca. 1729-1811) owned a 
store and warehouse in Frederick Town, PUBLIC 
CAREER. LEGISLATIVE SERVICE: Lower H o u s e , 

Charles County, 1757-1758 (Bills of Credit 1, Cv, 
2), 1758-1761 (Bills of Credit Cv 1, 1, Cv 2, 2, 3, 
Cv 3), 1762-1763 (Bills of Credit 1, 2), 1765-1766 
(Bills of Credit 2, 4; Accounts 3, 4; Laws to Ex
pire 4), 1768-1769 (Claims 1; discharged from the 
Assembly at the beginning of the 2nd session after 
he had accepted the office of deputy surveyor of 
Frederick County); Conventions, Frederick 
County, 1st, 1774 (appointed, but did not attend), 
4th, 1775 (elected, but did not attend), 5th, 1775; 
Lower House, Frederick County, 1777 (elected, 
but did not attend; resigned early in the 1st ses
sion), 1778-1779 (Claims 1, 2), 1779-1780 (Elec
tions and Privileges 1; Claims 1; Manufactories 1), 
1780-1781 (elected, but did not attend), 1781-
1782 (elected, but did not attend; resigned early in 
the 1st session), LOCAL OFFICES: sheriff, Charles 
County, 1750-1753, Frederick County, commis
sioned 1771; deputy surveyor, Frederick County, 
commissioned 1769, 1771, 1773, and 1777 (re
signed 1777); chairman, Committee of Observa
tion, Frederick County, 1775; treasurer, Frederick 
County, elected 1775; commissioner to establish 
gunlock manufactory in Frederick Town, 1776; 
loan officer (to receive subscriptions for loan of 
money to the Continental Congress and to the 
State of Maryland), appointed 1777; judge, court 
of appeals, appointed under the Act to Procure 
Troops for the American Army, Frederick 
County, appointed 1778. OUT OF STATE SERVICE: 
delegate, Continental Congress, 1779-1782 
(elected in December 1779, but did not attend un
til June 1780; reelected in November 1780 and 
November 1781). ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: Han
son was elected president of Congress on Novem
ber 5, 1781. One week later he considered resign
ing from this position because of poor health, 
family responsibilities, and the "irksome" qualities 
of the "form and ceremonies" required as presi
dent. He was urged to continue by fellow mem-
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bers who cited the great difficulty Congress would 
have selecting a replacement, since only seven 
states were then represented. Hanson decided to 
remain as president contingent upon his reelection 
as a delegate by the Maryland Assembly. On No
vember 28, 1781, Maryland returned him as one of 
her four delegates, and he continued as president 
of Congress until November 4, 1782. STANDS ON 
PUBLIC/PRIVATE ISSUES: as part of the Maryland 
congressional delegation he signed the Articles of 
Confederation in 1781, causing their adoption and 
closing a prolonged debate over the dispositon of 
western lands that had at last been resolved to 
Maryland's satisfaction, WEALTH DURING LIFE-

TIME. LAND AT FIRST ELECTION: 1,312 acres in 
Charles County, SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN LAND 
BETWEEN FIRST ELECTION AND DEATH, by 1769 
Hanson had sold all of his land in Charles County 
and moved to Frederick County. During the next 
ten years he purchased 223 acres in Frederick 
County, took two 14-year leases on another 255 
acres there, purchased 1 lot in Georgetown, Fred
erick County (later Montgomery County), and at 
least 2 lots in Frederick Town. In 1779 he pur
chased part of a tract adjoining Frederick Town 
for £4,000 current money, and divided it into lots, 
possibly totaling 10 lots. Hanson sold 6 of these 
lots for £4,008 current money between 1780 and 
1781. WEALTH AT DEATH, DIED, on November 15, 

1783, at the home of his nephew, Thomas Hanson, 
at Oxon Hill, Prince George's County; buried at 
Oxon Hill, Prince George's County, PERSONAL 
PROPERTY: requested no appraisal of his estate; 11 
slaves were mentioned in his will, LAND: probably 
owned 223 acres and leased 255 acres, all in Fred
erick County, plus at least 6 lots in Frederick 
Town, Frederick County, and 1 lot in George
town, Montgomery County. 

HANSON, ROBERT (ca. 1680-1748). BORN: ca. 
1680 in Port Tobacco Hundred, Charles County; 
eldest son. NATIVE at least second generation, RE
SIDED: in Charles County. FAMILY BACKGROUND. 
FATHER: John Hanson (7-1714), of Charles 
County; possibly an immigrant; planter, MOTHER.-
Mary, daughter of Thomas Hussey, of Charles 
County. BROTHERS: John (ca. 1681-1754), who 
married Elizabeth Hussey, a widow; Benjamin (?-
1719); and Samuel Hanson (ca. 1685-1740). SIS
TERS. Mary, who married first, Rev. William Ma-
conchie (1710-1742), and second, Theophilus 
Swift; Anne (1692-?); and Sarah, MARRIED first, 
by 1705 Benedicta. MAWHBD-iccundi ca. P I 4 
Mary-(1692-171^),"daughter of Philip Hoskins 
(ca. 1650-1718). Her brothers were William 

(1690-1727); Philip, Jr. (1696-?); Oswald (1699-
1720); Bennett (1701-?); and Ballard (1703-?). 
Her sisters were Benedicta (1679-1685); Jane 
(1681-?); Benedicta (1685-?); Elizabeth (1687-?); 
Margaret (1696-?); Mary Ann; and Martha (ca. 
1705-?), who married Thomas Stone (1677-1727). 
MARRIED thirdr ca. 1720/21 Dorothy, widow of 
John Parry (7-1719); daughter of Cornelius White. 
MARRIED fourth, ca. 1727 Vtoletta, widow of Wil
liam Hoskins (1690-1727); daughter of Francis 
Harrison, MARRIED fifth, on April 14, 1747, Anne, 
widow of John Maconchie. CHILDREN, SONS: Ro
bert (7-1734); William (ca. 1717-1766), who mar
ried Mary, daughter of Thomas Stone (1677-1727); 
Samuel (1705-1749), who married Mary, daughter 
of John Fendall (1674—1734); Benjamin; and Ro
bert (7-1770). STEPSONS: Thomas Parry (Perry); 
William Maconchie; and Alexander Maconchie. 
DAUGHTERS: Dorothy (1721-1752), who married 
Richard Harrison (7-1780); Mary, who married 
Daniel Jenifer (7-1795); Sarah, who married Ge
rard Fowke; and Violetta (7-1786). STEPDAUGH
TERS: Elizabeth Hoskins (1721-1773), who mar
ried Walter Hanson (1711/12-1794); Mary 
Hoskins, who married first, John Cunningham, 
and second, Mungo Muschett. PRIVATE CAREER. 

EDUCATION: literate. RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION: 
Protestant, OCCUPATIONAL PROFILE: probably a 
planter, PUBLIC CAREER, LEGISLATIVE SERVICE: 

Lower House, Charles County, 1719-1721/22 
(Aggrievances 1), 1728-1731 (Elections 1-5), 
1732-1734 (Elections 1-Cv), 1734/35-1737 (Elec
tions I, Cv, 2-4), 1738 (Elections; Arms and Am
munition), 1739-1741 (Elections Cv-3; Arms and 
Ammunition Cv-3). OTHER PROVINCIAL OFFICE: 
justice, Provincial Court, commissioned 1741 
(quorum, 1741). LOCAL OFFICES: sheriff, Charles 
County, commissioned 1715; justice, Charles 
County, at least by 1718-1748 (quorum, at least 
by 1718-1748); justice, Court of Oyer and Ter
miner and Gaol Delivery, Charles County, com
missioned 1718, 1720, 1731, 1733, 1743, and 1744; 
clerk, Port Tobacco Parish Vestry, Charles 
County, in office 1722. JURY SERVICE: jury mem
ber, Charles County Court, served in 1712. MILI
TARY SERVICE, major, 1730; called "colonel," 
1738. WEALTH DURING LIFETIME. LAND AT 
FIRST ELECTION: at least 1,649 acres in Charles 
County (including at least 100 acres inherited 
from his father and 609 acres obtained through his 
second marriage), SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN 
LAND BETWEEN FIRST ELECTION AND DEATH: 
purchased an additional 1,254 acres in Charles 
County, plus 1 lot in Chandlertown, Charles 
County, 1720-1746; sold 809 acres, 1720-1746; 



In November, 1778, New Jersey ratified the Articles, and Delaware 
followed suit in February, 1779. Standing alone, Maryland again in
structed her delegation not to sign the Articles until all claims were 
withdrawn. In November, 1 780, New York relinquished its claims, and in 
January, 1781, Virginia at last yielded jurisdiction over all her claimed 
territories except Kentucky. Governor Johnson then urged the legislature 
to "rely on the justice of the Confederate States" and approve 
ratification despite its lingering fears, lest "over perseverance incur the 
censure of obstinancy. "Maryland's congressional delegates. John Hanson 
and Daniel Carroll, were instructed to sign the Articles, which went into 
effect on March 1, 1781. 

Maryland's refusal to ratify the Articles of Confederation enraged the 
other states to such an extent that some proposed that Maryland be 
obliterated from the map and her territory divided among the neighboring 
states. The reluctance of the newly independent states to cede adequate 
powers to a general government all but emasculated the Articles of 
Confederation. Maryland's insistance upon the creation of a National 
Domain did more to establish the truly national character of the United 
States than any of the provisions of the Articles themselves. 

12. J o h n Hanson ( 1 7 2 1 - 1 7 8 3 ) 
Signer of the Articles of Confederation 

A Charles County delegate to the provincial legislature from 1762 until 
1766. John Hanson moved to Frederick County in 1773. An early 
advocate of co-ordinated colonial resistance to parliamentary 
infringements, he was a member of the committee of the legislature which 
drafted the instructions to the Maryland delegates to the New York Stamp 
Act Congress in 1765. and signed the non-importation agreement in 
protest of the Townshend Acts in 1769. A colonel in the local militia and 
chairman of the Committee of Observation for Frederick County. Hanson 
raised and equipped troops and was instrumental in initiating munitions 
manufacture in Western Maryland. Like Tilghman. Chase and Paca. Hanson 
was an ardent advocate of independence, and as a delegate to the Maryland 
Convention, urged the lifting of its restrictions on Maryland's congres
sional delegates. He was a member of the House of Delegates from 
1778 to 1782. and in 1779 was elected to the Continental Congress, 
where, with Daniel Carroll, he argued long and ably for Maryland during 
the Western Lands dispute. On November 5. I 781. he was elected the first 
"President of the United States in Congress assembled" by the new 
Congress of the Confederation. After serving a one-year term. Hanson 
returned to Maryland, declined the seat in the state legislature to which he 
has* been re-elected and retired from public life in 1783. His son. 

28 

Alexander Contee Hanson, reflecting on the momentous events of the 
Revolution to which his father had contributed so much, wrote: 

. . . during the whole memorable interval between the fall of 
the old and the institution of the new form of government, 
there appeared to exist among us such a fund of public virtue 
as has scarcely a parallel in the annals of the world.8 

12. John Hanson, by Cedric B. Egeh. 1975. after Charles Willson Peale. 
(H-123) 
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fG. A. Hanson, Old Kent ( iS 7 r i ) ; .U</. //ijf. ,1/m/.. 
June, Sept. ] i ) i i , Mar. i9-r(i ; Tercentenary Hist, of 
Md. (in:;,), vol. 1, by M. I'. Anclrrws, v...|. IV. I.y II. 
K. Powell ; G. M. Drutnbmi|;li, Maryland Records 
( i o ; S ) : K. S. Riley. The Ancient City—A I list, of 
Anrapolis in Md. (1XS7) ; Federal (7a-,tte .'> Hallinmrc 
Daily Advertiser, J an . iS, 1806. J YV. G. E. 

HANSON, A L E X A N D E R C O N T E E (Feb. 
27, i/S6-Apr. 23, 181 y), editor, representative 
and senator from Maryland, was born at An
napolis, the second son of Alexander Contec 
Hanson [q.v.~\ and Rebeca (Howard) Hanson. 
He was graduated from St. John's College in 
1802, and practised law in his native city. He 
came from .1 line of fighting- patriots and was 
nourished in Federalism as in a religion. In 
180S he founded a newspaper, the Fcdctal Re
publican, in Baltimore, to represent extreme Fed
eralist opinion. As editor-in-chief he secured 
Jacob Wagner, who had served in the State De
partment under Pickering and entertained an 
absolute aversion toward Jefferson and Madi
son. Hanson shared the conviction of most 
Federalists that the Republican statesmen were 
"hound over" to French interests, and Wagner's 
"inside information" concerning diplomacy was 
freely used to spread this view. For statements 
conceived to be "mutinous and highly reproach
ful to the President" made in an article on the 
Embargo, published Nov. 7, 1S08, Hanson, who 
was a lieutenant in the 39th Regiment of Mary
land militia, was court-martialed, hut he defend
ed himself with ability and success. As the coun
try drifted toward war with England the Federal 
Republican became more bitter. Numerous 
threats were issued against it. On June 20, 1S12, 
two days after the declaration of war, an edi
torial appeared, beginning '"Thou hast done a 
deed whereat Valour will weep." The policy of 
the paper was defined as opposition to the war 
and hostility to Madison, who was stigmatized 
as the tool of Bonaparte. On June 22, a mob of 
infuriated Republicans demolished the newspa
per plant, even tearing down the walls. There
upon, following the advice of influential Fed
eralists, Hanson decided to take a stand for 
freedom of opinion and of the press. A building 
was secured at 45 Charles St., and transformed 
into a veritable arsenal. On July 27, the paper 
was reissued from Georgetown, D. C , but circu
lated from Baltimore. This issue of the journal 
contained an attack upon the city government for 
favoritism toward the leaders of the Baltimore 
mob. The following day the house on Charles 
Street was surrounded and doors and windows 
were smashed. The Federalists responded with 
gun shots. One man was killed in the crowd. 
The militia deported itself irresolutely. Finally, 

Hanson 
when a cannon was dragged before the newspa
per office, the defenders consented In compromise 
with the mayor of Baltimore and the commander 
of the militia. In return for promises of safety 
for life and property, they consented to a tem
porary surrender. Neither of these promises was 
fulfilled, however. The place of safety proved to 
be the jail, which, since the militia was immedi
ately disbanded, was easily forced during the 
night. A butcher and a French tailor led the 
mob. The offending Federalists were clubbed in
to insensibility and hurled out upon the jail steps 
where the attack was continued with penknives, 
matches, and candle-grease poured upon the eye
lids. Gen. James M. Lingan was killed and Gen. 
Henry (Light-Horse Harry) Lee received in
juries from which he never fully recovered. Han
son was beaten into unconsciousness, but later 
was assisted to escape to his country estate. By 
Aug. 3, he was reissuing his paper from George
town. 

Baltimore exonerated the rioters, and although 
the committee of grievances and courts of justice 
of the Maryland House of Delegates later up
held the Federalists, a wave of apprehension was 
felt lest this violent outbreak should prove the 
precursor of Republican terrorism. This Fed
eralist reaction brought about Hanson's election 
to Congress. He took his scat in March 1S13, 
continuing his anti-administration charges in 
the House. In 1816, he resigned in the hope of 
saving the local Federalist cause by entering 
state politics, but he failed in the elections for 
the House of Delegates. He was then appointed 
United States senator to complete the term of 
Senator Harper (resigned), and he served in 
this capacity from Jan. 2, 1S17, until his death. 
Ill health prevented him from continuous activity 
in the Senate. Hanson married Priscilla Dor-
sey, June 24, 1S05. He died at his estate, "Bel
mont," near Elkridge. 

[The Md. Hist. Sec. possesses manuscript letters of 
Hanson to George C. Washington, 1817-18, and a col
lection callcJ "Hanson Pamphlets ," being the writings 
of Hanson 's father, which contains a manuscript in
troduction, writlcti (1851-5.:) by C. W. Hanson, t reat
ing of the family^history. Accounts of the Baltimore 
lii.ts .ire found in ]\ P. McMastcr, /( Hist. 0/ the Peo
ple of the V. S., vol.' I l l (1S92) ; Henry Adams, Hist, 
of the V. S. A., vol. VI (1S91) ; J. T. Scharf, Hist, of 
Md. (1S79), vol. I l l ; ar.d D. T. Lynch, An Epoch and 
a Man: Martin Van Buren ( I O J O ) . Sec also Trial of 
Alexander Contee Hanson, Iisq., A Lieutenant in a 
Company of Militiq, etc. ( t S o y ) ; Interesting Papers 
Relative to the Id-cent Riots at Baltimore ( 1 8 1 2 ) ; 
Baltimore Pntiiot end Mercantile Advertiser, Apr. 24, 
1.S10; hies of the Federal Republican.] K.J.G. 

HANSON, J O H N (Apr. 13, 1721-Nov. 22, 
1783), Revolutionary leader, member of the Con
tinental Congress, son of Samuel and Elizabeth • 
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Hanson Hanson 
(Story) Hanson, was descended from Roger de 
Rastrick, who was living; in Yorkshire, England, 
in the middle of the thirteenth century. (The 
name was changed from De Rastrick to Hanson, 
Henry's son, in 1330.) A descendant married a 
connection of the Swedish royal family; and his 
son became an officer in the army of Gustavus 
Adolphus. In 1642 four sons of this soldier were 
sent by Queen Christina to the New World in 
the care of John Print;:, governor of New Swe
den. They removed from Tinicum Island, in the 
Delaware River, to Kent Island, Md., in 1653, 
and about three years later the youngest of the 
four, John Hanson, established the family in 
Charles County. His son, Samuel, was elected 
a member of the General Assembly of Maryland 
in 1716 and 1728, and served his county as sher
iff, commissary, clerk, and member of the board 
of visitors of the county school. John, Samuel's 

V son, was born at "Mulberry Grove," Charles 
County, in 1721. He entered public life in 1757 
as a representative of Charles County in the 
Assembly, and served nearly every year from 
1757 to 1773, when he removed to Frederick 
County. Under the influence of that progressive 
frontier section of the province he continued to 
serve in the Assembly until his election, in 1779, 
as a delegate to the Continental Congress. 

Hanson was a member of the committee of the 
legislature which drafted instructions to the 
Maryland delegates to the Stamp-Act Congress 
in New York (1765). He signed the non-im
portation agreement of Maryland, whiclt was 
adopted June 22, 1769, at a meeting of county 
committees as a protest against the Townshend 
Acts. He was chairman of the meeting in Fred
erick County which in June 1774 passed resolu
tions to stop all trade with Great Britain and the 
West Indies until the Acts of Parliament block
ading the Port of Boston were repealed. As a 
member of the Maryland Convention, he signed 
July 26, 1775, the Association of the Freemen of 
Maryland which approved the use of arms to 
repel British troops. As chairman of the Com
mittee of Observation, first for all Frederick 
County and subsequently for the Middle District, 
Hanson was active in raising troops and provid
ing arms and ammunition. He was one of a 
committee of three chosen by the Maryland Con
vention to establish a gur.-lock factory in Fred
erick. In July 1775 he wrote to the president of 
the Continental Congress warning him of an ex
pedition by Loyalists and'Indians against the 
Maryland frontier, a danger which was removed 
only by the arrest of the leaders, Nov. to, 1775, 
near Hagerstown. Under'Hanson's leadership 
the delegates from Frederick County to the 

Maryland Convention advocated independence 
several months before such sentiment was domi
nant in the other counties, and he held that every 
resolution of the Convention tending to separate 
Maryland from a majority of the colonies with
out the consent of the people was destructive of 
its internal safety. The Maryland Assembly 
elected him a delegate to the Continental Con
gress on Dec. 22, 1779. He took his seat in that 
body June 14, 1780. At this time the Maryland 
delegates were alone in refusing to ratify the 
Articles of Confederation. They had instructions 
not to ratify until Virginia and other states had 
relinquished their claims to the unsettled terri
tory extending westward to the Mississippi River. 
John Hanson and his colleague Daniel Carroll 
[</.#.] labored successfully for this relinquish
ment. The ratification of the Articles of Con
federation was completed Mar. 1, 1781, and on 
Nov. 5 of that year Hanson was elected presi
dent of the Congress of the Confederacy. He re
tired from public life at the close of his term of 
one year and died at Oxon Hill, Prince Georges 
County. Hanson's wife was Jane Contee of 
Prince Georges County. They had nine chil
dren, one of whom, Alexander Contee Hanson 
[q.v.], became chancellor of Maryland. 

[Geo. A. Ha nson, Old Kent (1876); J. T.. Schcrf, 
IfUt. of Western Md. (18S2) ; T. J. C. Williams, Hist. 
of Frederick County, '.Id. (1910); J. M. Hammond, 
Colonial Mansions of Md. and Del. (19 :4) ; Tercen
tenary Hist, of Md. (192s), vol. IV, by H. F. Powell; 
"Proceedings in the Senate and House of Representa
tives upon the Reception and Acceptance from the State 
of Maryland of the Statues of Charles Carroll of Car-
rollton, and of John Hanson, Erected in Statuary Hall 
of the Capitol," Coiti;. Record, 57 Cons., 2 Sess., pp. 
1506 ff., 1541 ff., and Sen. Doc. No. 13, 38 Cons., Spe
cial Sess.; Maryland Gazette (Annapolis), Nov. 27, 
178J.D N.D.M. 

HANSON, R O G E R W E I G H T M A N (Aug. 
27, 1827-Jan. 4, 18O3), Confederate general, was 
born in Winchester, Ky., the second son of Sam
uel Hanson, lawyer and member of the legisla
ture, and of Matilda (Calloway) Hanson. His 
father, who came of the Maryland Hanson fam
ily and was a native of Alexandria, Va., had 
moved to Kentucky in 1S07. By nature impetu
ous and daring, Roger Weightman Hanson 
served as first lieutenant in the Mexican War 
under Capt. J. S. ("Cerro Gordo") Williams. 
In a duel after his return lie received a wound 
which shortened one k g and gave him there
after a peculiar gait. During convalescence he 
read law. He began to practise at home, then 
went to California with the gold rush, but re
turned with nothing added to his fortune. In 
1S51, opposing his old commander for a scat 
in the legislature, he lost by six votes; but two 
years later he was successful and became a rep-
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Harmon, John, A31-5-1783. 

Chai lea ooui if" Md, in 1715 died at Ox£n "ill, Prince Georges 
sounty, 22 ITov* 3.783. He received a.n English education, and was a member 
of the House of Delegates nearly every year from 1757 till 1781. He re
moved to Frederick county in 1773, was an active patriot, and in 1775 
me treasurer of the county. About that time he was commissioned by the 
Maryland Convention to establish a gun-lock factory at Frederick. On 9 
Oct. , 17 

of the county. About 
Convention to establish a 
'G, he wag one of a committee ;o co to the camp of 

troops in New Terse; 
the re-enlistment o 
Continental congress from 1731 
president, from 5 Nov. of that 
ton the thanks oT Congrecs for 
health compelled him to retire 

the Maryland 
"with power to appoint officers and to encourage 
the Maryland militia." He was a delegate to the 

till 
year 

hie death, served one year as its 
and in that capacity save Washin&-

the victory 
from public 

at Yorktown. 
life. 

After 1782 feeble 

I' "TToiiii Hanson was constantly In t h t p n b i l c j 
I service, first of thecolony, then of the EttntcsK 
' a n d then of the United States . He took a I f i 
(conspicuous port as a member of the Colo-' 
Inlal Assembly In leading th» people np to; . 
!a Reparation of the colony from ftngland,! 

• In conductingpublic affairs during the da rk ! 
idays of tho war and In forming the S t a t e ' ••' 
.government, f o r some years he was Prcsl- ; 
;dent of Congress under the Articles of Con-
I federation a t a time when there was no 
i Senate and no Kxoctitlvf. Tic, therefore, 
iwas tile ehlef figure and the highest elvll . 

•official In the service of the United Slates. 
;At t ha t t ime there were few Inducements ft 

' j apa r t from disinterested patr iot ism to B 
'•imake a man enter Congress, and thnt ;body H 
- c o n t a i n e d many men of ability as well as {.' 
'of patriotism. I t was a distinguished honor H 

<uand a test imony of exalted merit to be so- H 
j lected by such men as their chief. 
i The two bronze s ia tnes are the work of uj 

J M r . Richard' E. nrooks, a sculptor of high :, 
' repute , and his work has been received f 
jwlt.h commendation by those capable of n 
' judging of Its merit. 

VANDfDATr NOWN 
11" f Ts/'fr-.v • ' f^y-^T^^ i 'TOr>' ' ' ' f | , . ;w *->t**t 

CLIPPED .FROM ARTICLE. 
^ • ; . • ; , : . , IN BALTIMORE SUN, 

m£&-<- ^liXnT-yno^^'^ x2/i/l2°3> ABOUT BRON; 
^ , , n , . „ . ^ , i W . v - • v 1 » • ^ ^ - , HouSe V-aP^^f^ t \STATUES OF:CHARLES 

JON -SATURDAY LAST : - ^ ^ ^ ICARROLL ' AND JOHN HAH< 
$ 783 i i DEPARTED . TH ig^LWFE AT :| SSS^^^^^ss^^^SSSS^ who K CAP ITOL IN W ASH i NC 
• J (UJ » *•» - J J i - r - n i i i UJ-I i i i i o i 

0X0N-HILU-. Tfe-SEAT 0E; %m 
SC-nitnting, n o t IOC I B I O I U B , UU> m o « « > « » 

, Mr. Robins is now hunting for the home of John Hanson, who U -
I is often erroneously described as the first President of the United IT) p> 
1 States. The mansion, according to legend, is still standing in Phila- \ ' ^ * 

delphia, but nobody has yet proved where It is located. Mr. Robins 0 F H I <s AC F . TM F MOK! - \(~\U M • U A Kicnrul delphia, but nobody has yet proved wnei 
r n - , • ' • u r n , l i A S , ™ ' ^ * UUMN M A N o U | \ ^ is now on a hunt to nail down that f act 
E S Q . • HL H A D L O N G ' B E F N A -RFftA/AMT-'- Hanson was a Congressman from m j E « » »„« „„„_ .... 

•i - i A , ar , . r--r-"v} A'r- 0 famed Articles^of Confederation he was, in 1781, elected President 

Maryland and under the 

TO H'l S COUNTRY' IN A VARI ETY" OF 
EMPLOYMENTS., -THE LASTvOF-.-WH iCH 
WAS T H A T , 0 F , PRESIDENT OF THE 
CONGRESS. : • . . 

M D ^ C J O U R N A I J ? ' 1 2 / 2 / 1 7 8 5 

I of the United States in Congress: 
•••i • j That made him a conspicuous citizen' and General Washington 
j addressed him as "Your Excellency." He also spent a ninht In 
-I President Hanson's Philadelphia mansion. 

night in 
:Sident Hansons nruiaaeiyuui UWUWMI 
Stretch a point far enough and that residence becomes the I 

" " " »*MK nt pniir«r> M r . Ha i lSOl l WtiS I 

' — • " - ^ • ; i - ! ; - - ^ 

original American White House. But; of course, Mr. Hanson was 
i actually President of Congress and not of the United States as now 
I organized. . . . i . . • . , • • 

Even so, he was an important national personage. Among 
I other things, President Hanson issued a proclamation fixing the . 

last Thursday in November as Thanksgiving, or specifically a ': 
I "day for thanksgiving and prayer." He was "President of the : 

t United States in Congress" for one year and was then succeeded by ' 
i Elias Boudinot of Philadelphia. 
t But you can wager safely that if anybody can find the Hanson mansion hn will be Mr. Robins. , ,̂ JJ>V'' 
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JOHN HANSON, JR. 

John Hanson, Jr. was born April 3, 1721 (old calendar - April 14 

new calendar) at Mulberry Grove near Port Tobacco, Charles County. His 

father, Samuel Hanson, was of Swedish descent while his mother, Elizabeth 

Storey, was from a Charles County family. 

Records lead us to believe that as a child Hanson enjoyed the typically 

classical education commonly received by sons of the planter families. In 

1747 he married Jane Contee, the daughter of a neighbor. 

From 1750 to 1753 he was sheriff of Charles County and served as a 

delegate from that county to the Lower House of the Maryland legislature 

for the next twelve years. During some of this time he sat on the committee 

which instructed the Maryland delegates to the Stamp Act Congress (1765). 

He accepted the office of Deputy Surveyor of Frederick County in 1769 and 

moved to that area, where he was elected delegate to the extra-legal con

ventions of Maryland from 1774 to 1776. He was elected a delegate to the • 

Lower House of the General Assembly from 1777 through 1782 and was sent by ~ 

that body to the Continental Congress where he served from March 1781 

until November 1782. One of the major issues confronting Congress in that 

period was the disposition of western land. Not until Hanson and Daniel 

Carroll, representing the interests of the smaller states, convinced Virginia 

to abandon its claim to western lands to the United States did Maryland 

agree to ratify the Articles of Confederation. 

Upon ratification of the Articles of Confederation, Thomas McKean resigned 

as president of Congress to devote himself full time to his judicial duties 

in Pennsylvania. 



2. 

On November 5, 1781 John Hanson was chosen first President of 

Congress under the new Articles of Confederation. Official news 

of the British surrender at Yorktown had already been received. 

Among the first letters written by President Hanson was one 

directed to George Washington, still savoring the victory of his 

Yorktown campaign. "This is the first opportunity I have had of 

writing to Your Excellency since Congress was pleased to elect me to 

the singular honor of being its president—any intelligence worth 

communicating, which first reaches me, shall be related with unreserved 

freedom, candor and punctuality—[rjhope for similar treatment from 

Your Excellency. Already my knowledge of your character leads me to 

anticipate infinite satisfaction. I cannot avoid mentioning that the 

present aspect of our public affairs is particularly pleasing--the 

events of the present campaign will no doubt fill the most brilliant 

pages in the history of America"' 

Hanson diligently chaired Congress, writing required letters of 

thanks to military figures, such as Lafayette, for their efforts on 

behalf of the new confederation. He cajoled the states to send the proper 

number of representatives to Congress and to fill their quota of troops. 

He worried over the financial needs of the government, directed communiques 

to foreign principalities, and kept the lines of communication open between 

continental forces and the Congress. It was an exhausting job, and 

Hanson was forced to leave Congress in poor health in November 1782. 



5. 

He died a year later on November 15, 1783 at Oxon Hill, Prince 

George's County, Maryland. Hanson's son, Alexander Contee Hanson, 

became one of the leading lawyers and officials in the government 

of Maryland. In 1787 he published the first compilation of the Laws 

of Maryland printed after the Revolution, and the first since Bacon's 

Laws (1765L Today the Speaker of Maryland's House of Delegates is 

John Hanson Briscoe, a direct descendant of John Hanson, Jr. 



JOHN HANSON, JR. 

John Hanson, Jr. was born April 3, 1721 (old calendar) 

at Mulberry Grove near Port Tobacco, Charles County. His 

father, Samuel Hanson, was of Swedish descent while his mother, 

Elizabeth Story,was from a Charles County family. 

Records lead us to believe that as a child, Hanson 

enjoyed the typically classical education commonly received 

by sons of the planter families. Early in the 1740's he 

had married the daughter of a neighbor, Jane Contee. In 

1751 he was sheriff of Charles County and served as delegate 

from that county to the Lower House for the next eight 

years. He had moved to Frederick County by 1773 where 

he was elected a delegate to the extra-legal conventions of 

Maryland from 1774-1776. Hanson, however, served only in 

1775. In that year he was also treasurer of Frederick County. 

From 1777 to 1780 he was once again delegate in the Lower 

House. He was a member of the Continental Congress from 

1780 to 1783. He attended Congress from March 1781 through 

November 1782. Not until he and Daniel Carroll, as delegates 

from Maryland obtained concessions from the State of Virginia 

to cede western lands to the United States for common use, 

did Maryland ratify the Articles of Confederation. On 

November 28, 1781 he was chosen firstpresident of Congress 



under the new Articles. In this capacity he served until 

November 4, 1782 although he was sometime absent because 

of illness (April and May 1782). WhileHanson was President, 

Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown and in his official 

position, Hanson tendered the thanks of Congress to General 

Washington for this victory. Plainly, Hanson was President 

during some of the most critical days of the war. 

In poor health, he left Congress in November 1782. 

He died a year later on November 15, 1783 at Oxon Hill. 

The son of John Hanson, Alexander Contee Hanson, became one 

of the leading lawyers and officials in the government of 

Maryland. In 1787, he published the first compilation of 

the Laws of Maryland printed after the Revolution, and the 

first since Bacons Laws (1765). 
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Hanson Hanson 
[G. A. Hanson, Old Kent (1876) ; Md. Hist. Mag., 

June, Sept. 1911, Mar. 1926; Tercentenary Hist, of 
Md. (1925), vol. I, by M. P. Andrews, vol. IV, by H. 
F. Powell; G. II. Brumbaugh, Maryland Records 
(1928); E. S. Riley, The Ancient City—A Hist, of 
Annapolis in Md. (1887) ; Federal Gazette & Baltimore 
Daily Advertiser, Jan. 18, 1806.] W. G. E. 

HANSON, ALEXANDER CONTEE (Feb. 
27, 1786-Apr. 23, 1819), editor, representative 
and senator from Maryland, was born at An
napolis, the second son of Alexander Contee 
Hanson [g.v.] and Rebeca (Howard) Hanson. 
He was graduated from St. John's College in 
1802, and practised law in his native city. He 
came from a line of fighting patriots and was 
nourished in Federalism as in a religion. In 
1808 he founded a newspaper, the Federal Re
publican, in Baltimore, to represent extreme Fed
eralist opinion. As editor-in-chief he secured 
Jacob Wagner, who had served in the State De
partment under Pickering and entertained an 
absolute aversion toward Jefferson and Madi
son. Hanson shared the conviction of most 
Federalists that the Republican statesmen were 
"bound over" to French interests, and Wagner's 
"inside information" concerning diplomacy was 
freely used to spread this view. For statements 
conceived to be "mutinous and highly reproach
ful to the President" made in an article on the 
Embargo, published Nov. 7, 1808, Hanson, who 
was a lieutenant in the 39th Regiment of Mary
land militia, was court-martialed, but he defend
ed himself with ability and success. As the coun
try drifted toward war with England the Federal 
Republican became more bitter. Numerous 
threats were issued against it. On June 20, 1812, 
two days after the declaration of war, an edi
torial appeared, beginning "Thou hast done a 
deed whereat Valour will weep." The policy of 
the paper was defined as opposition to the war 
and hostility to Madison, who was stigmatized 
as the tool of Bonaparte. On June 22, a mob of 
infuriated Republicans demolished the newspa
per plant, even tearing down the walls. There
upon, following the advice of influential Fed
eralists, Hanson decided to take a stand for 
freedom of opinion and of the press. A building 
was secured at 45 Charles St., and transformed 
into a veritable arsenal. On July 27, the paper 
was reissued from Georgetown, D. C , but circu
lated from Baltimore. This issue of the journal 
contained an attack upon the city government for 
favoritism toward the leaders of the Baltimore 
mob. The following day the house on Charles 
Street was surrounded and doors and windows 
were smashed. The Federalists responded with 
gun shots. One man was killed in the crowd. 
The militia deported itself irresolutely. Finally, 

when a cannon was dragged before the newspa
per office, the defenders consented to compromise 
with the mayor of Baltimore and the commander 
of the militia. In return for promises of safety 
for life and property, they consented to a tem
porary surrender. Neither of these promises was 
fulfilled, however. The place of safety proved to 
be the jail, which, since the militia was immedi
ately disbanded, was easily forced during the 
night. A butcher and a French tailor led the 
mob. The offending Federalists were clubbed in
to insensibility and hurled out upon the jail steps 
where the attack was continued with penknives, 
matches, and candle-grease poured upon the eye
lids. Gen. James M. Lingan was killed and Gen. 
Henry (Light-Horse Harry) Lee received in
juries from which he never fully recovered. Han
son was beaten into unconsciousness, but later 
was assisted to escape to his country estate. By 
Aug. 3, he was reissuing his paper from George
town. 

Baltimore exonerated the rioters, and although 
the committee of grievances and courts of justice 
of the Maryland House of Delegates later up
held the Federalists, a wave of apprehension was 
felt lest this violent outbreak should prove the 
precursor of Republican terrorism. This Fed
eralist reaction brought about Hanson's election 
to Congress. He took his seat in March 1813, 
continuing his anti-administration charges in 
the House. In 1816, he resigned in the hope of 
saving the local Federalist cause by entering 
state politics, but he failed in the elections for 
the House of Delegates. He was then appointed 
United States senator to complete the term of 
Senator Harper (resigned), and he served in 
this capacity from Jan. 2, 1817, until his death. 
Ill health prevented him from continuous activity 
in the Senate. Hanson married Priscilla Dor-
sey, June 24, 1805. He died at his estate, "Bel
mont," near Elkridge. 

[The Md. Hist. Soc. possesses manuscript letters of 
Hanson to George C. Washington, 1817-18, and a col
lection called "Hanson Pamphlets," being the writings 
of Hanson's father, which contains a manuscript in
troduction, written (1851-52) by C. W. Hanson, treat
ing of the family history. Accounts of the Baltimore 
riots are found in J. B. McMaster, A Hist, of the Peo
ple of the U. S., vol. I l l (1892) ; Henry Adams, Hist, 
of the U. S. A., vol. VI (189O ; J. T. Scharf, Hist, of 
Md. (1879), vol. I l l ; and D. T. Lynch, An Epoch and 
a Man: Martin Van Buren (Tg2g). See also Trial of 
Alexander Contee Hanson, ESQ., A Lieutenant in a 
Company of Militia, etc. (1809); Interesting Papers 
Relative to the Recent Riots at Baltimore (1812); 
Baltimore Patriot and Mercantile Advertiser, Apr. 24, 
1819; files of the Federal Republican.] K.J.G. 

HANSON, JOHN (Apr. 13, 1721-Nov. 22, 
1783), Revolutionary leader, member of the Con
tinental Congress, son of Samuel and Elizabeth 
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Hanson 
(Story) Hanson, was descended from Roger de 
Rastrick, who was living in Yorkshire, England, 
in the middle of the thirteenth century.. (The 
name was changed from De Rastrick to Hanson, 
Henry's son, in 1330.) A descendant married a 
connection of the Swedish royal family; and his 
son became an officer in the army of Gustavus 
Adolphus. In 1642 four sons of this soldier were 
sent by Queen Christina to the New World in 
the care of John Printz, governor of New Swe
den. They removed from Tinicum Island, in the 
Delaware River, to Kent Island, Md., in 1653, 
and about three years later the youngest of the 
four, John Hanson, established the family in 
Charles County. His son, Samuel, was elected 
a member of the General Assembly of Maryland 
in 1716 and 1728, and served his county as sher
iff, commissary, clerk, and member of the board 
of visitors of the county school. John, Samuel's 
son, was born at "Mulberry Grove," Charles 
County, in 1721. He entered public life in 1757 
as a representative of Charles County in the 
Assembly, and served nearly every year from 
1757 to 1773, when he removed to Frederick 
County. Under the influence of that progressive 
frontier section of the province he continued to 
serve in the Assembly until his election, in 1779, 
as a delegate to the Continental Congress. 

Hanson was a member of the committee of the 
legislature which drafted instructions to the 
Maryland delegates to the Stamp-Act Congress 
in New York (1765). He signed the non-im
portation agreement of Maryland, which was 
adopted June 22, 1769, at a meeting of county 
committees as a protest against the Townshend 
Acts. He was chairman of the meeting in Fred
erick County which in June 1774 passed resolu
tions to stop all trade with Great Britain and the 
West Indies until the Acts of Parliament block
ading the Port of Boston were repealed. As a 
member of the Maryland Convention, he signed 
July 26, 177S, the Association of the Freemen of 
Maryland which approved the use of arms to 
repel British troops. As chairman of the Com
mittee of Observation, first for all Frederick 
County and subsequently for the Middle District, 
Hanson was active in raising troops and provid
ing arms and ammunition. He was one of a 
committee of three chosen by the Maryland Con
vention to establish a gun-lock factory in Fred
erick. In July 1775 he wrote to the president of. 
the Continental Congress warning him of an ex
pedition by Loyalists and Indians against the 
Maryland frontier, a danger which was removed 
only by the arrest of the leaders, Nov. 19, 1775, 
near Hagerstown. Under Hanson's leadership 
the delegates from Frederick County to the 

Hanson 
Maryland Convention advocated independence 
several months before such sentiment was domi
nant in the other counties, and he held that every 
resolution of the Convention tending to separate 
Maryland from a majority of the colonies with
out the consent of the people was destructive of 
its internal safety. The Maryland Assembly 
elected him a delegate to the Continental Con
gress on Dec. 22, 1779. He took his seat in that 
body June 14, 1780. At this time the Maryland 
delegates were alone in refusing to ratify the 
Articles of Confederation. They had instructions 
not to ratify until Virginia and other states had 
relinquished their claims to the unsettled terri
tory extending westward to the Mississippi River. 
John Hanson and his colleague Daniel Carroll 
[q.v.] labored successfully for this relinquish
ment. The ratification of the Articles of Con
federation was completed Mar. 1, 1781, and on 
Nov. s of that year Hanson was elected presi
dent of the Congress of the Confederacy. He re
tired from public life at the close of his term of 
one year and died at Oxon Hill, Prince Georges 
County. Hanson's wife was Jane Contee of 
Prince Georges County. They had nine chil
dren, one of whom, Alexander Contee Hanson 
[q.v.], became chancellor of Maryland. 

[Geo. A. Hanson, Old Kent (1876); J. T. Scharf, 
Hist, of Western Md. (1882) ; T. J. C. Williams, Hist, 
of Frederick County, Md. (1010); J. M. Hammond, 
Colonial Mansions of Md. and Del. (1014); Tercen
tenary Hist, of Md. (1925), vol. IV, by H. F. Powell; 
"Proceedings in the Senate and House of Representa
tives upon the Reception and Acceptance from the State 
of Maryland of the Statues of Charles Carroll of Car-
rollton, and of John Hanson, Erected in Statuary Hall 
of the Capitol," Cong. Record, 57 Cong., 2 Sess., pp. 
1506 ff., 1541 ff., and Sen. Doc. No. 13, 58 Cong., Spe
cial Sess.; Maryland Gazette (Annapolis), Nov. 27, 
J783-] N.D.M. 

HANSON, ROGER WEIGHTMAN (Aug. 
27, 1827-Jan. 4, 1863), Confederate general, was 
born in Winchester, Ky., the second son of Sam
uel Hanson, lawyer and member of the legisla
ture, and of Matilda (Calloway) Hanson. His 
father, who came of the Maryland Hanson fam
ily and was a native of Alexandria, Va., had 
moved to Kentucky in 1807. By nature impetu
ous and daring, Roger Weightman Hanson 
served as first lieutenant in the Mexican War 
under Capt. J. S. ("Cerro Gordo") Williams. 
In a duel after his return he received a wound 
which shortened one leg and gave him there
after a peculiar gait. During convalescence he 
read law. He began to practise at home, then 
went to California with the gold rush, but re
turned with nothing added to his fortune. In 
1851, opposing his old commander for a seat 
in the legislature, he lost by six votes; but two 
ytars later he was successful and became a rep-




