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01575 FAwW, ABRAHAM (?-1828).

1 BOKN: of age by 1770. RESIDED: 1in Frederick County,
1770-1791; Montgomery County, 1793; Alexandria, Fairfax County,

Virginia, 1794; Alexandria, Virginia, 1817.

3 first, by 1779 Juliana Boyer. Her brothers were Michael;
Jonathan; and Abraham. Her sisters were Catherine, who married
(first name unknown) Leatherman; Barbara, who married (first name
unknown) Young; Christiana, who married (first name unknown)
Koinitz; Mary, who married (first name unknown) Hay; and Susana,
who married (first name unknown) Funk. ++MAKKRIED++ second, on

March 28, 1790, Mary Ann Steiner.

4 SONS: Wwilliam H. S. (?-by 1824); possibly Walter Keed.
DAUGHTERS: Juliana M. Lowe; Sophia Elizabeth, who married Jacob

Leonard.

5 EDUCATION: 1literate. RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION: Evangelical
keformed. SOCIAL STATUS AND ACTIVITIES: Esq., 1788.

6 OCCUPATIONAL PROFILE: merchant.

7 LEGISLATIVE SEKRVICE: Lower House, Frederick County, 1785
(Claims), 1786-1787 (Claims 1, 2), 1787-1788 (Claims 1, 2;
Grievances 1; Elections 2), 1788 (Claims; Elections; Grievances),

1789 (Claims; Laws to Expire).

8 OTHER STATE OFFICE: Constitution Katification Convention,
Frederick Coﬁnty, 1788. LOCAL OFFICE: sheriff, Frederick

County, elected 1777 (resigned same year).




9 ouT OQ‘STATE SERVICE: Jjustice, Alexandria County, District
of Columbia; in office 1806 and 1821; commissioner, Alexandria
County, District of Columbia, in office 1812 and 1818.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: unsuccessful candidate forjﬁfscycbné}éss,
1788.

11 PEKRSONAL PROPERTY: 2 slaves, 1790. LAND AT FIKST
ELECTION: 841 acres in Frederick County, plus 2 lots in
Frederick Town and 2 lots in Middletown, Frederick County (by
purchase and patent). SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN LAND BETWEEN FIKST
ELECTION AND DEATH:’/by purchase and patent;gggg}fé& 983 acres in
Frederick and Montgomery counties, plus 5 lots in Frederick Town,
Frederick County, 1785-1801; sold 929 acres in Frederick and
Montgomery counties, 1787-1794; owned 900 acres in Allegany

County, plus 4 lots in Cumberland, Allegany County, 1793.

12 DIED: will probated on July 8, 1828, in Alexandria,

Virginia. LAND: owned property in Kentucky, acreage unknown.
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Manuscript notes of Jackson Turner Main
loaned to the Maryland Legislative History)

Project = 6-13-1975

NOT TO BE QUOTED FOR PUBLICATION WITHOUT
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .

?

P Bbrodans Pulik 17054 47 ° 27-25

orly ve i’ Hle 1799 2of et P

/l ,"4/_’4 P, ."4’_);' '/,4
172& posim )25 &

/v/uad/ 7,
Jusd T, Jhuom. MB0] XX, 3579 5 N Ao dich) alusya
Apte
L e 4 el 13 520 fo t3ba HR
bad bt HeorgeYoum 225 . subtindad man )




FAW,
700 A BRA KA
| F&

dafui’d{ pa,b\d(,&;l:g)(l?'??) M4 v (17//) PP rElb 2467

QCLW _J‘wlx.w O S R —




3 j | % 2

W AR M.
R \“il

M&M&L@g%@ w\o\ ol &, prs ‘49




MARYLAND JOURNAL & BALTIMORE ADVERTISER - Tuesday, 3/4/1788

from NY, 2/18 - “Number of respectable citizens celebrated, at the Merchant's Coffee- s
House, the ratification of the New Constitution by the State of MA," :
from Phila., 2/27 - Letter from the Governor & Executive Council of PA to the legislature,
congratulates them on the adoption of the constitution.

Eldridge Gerry says, although he has opposed adoption of Constitution by MA, that he Lot
now "since its ratification by a respectable majority, considers it as his and the duty ?? 5‘:
af every honest man in the community, to give it all the support in his power; and that %,
he himself will certainly use his influence for this purpose.” %
from Wdtester, 2/11'- constitution adopted by only 2 small majority; “I am sure it is
against the wishes and expectations of above three-quarters of the people of that
state.” From correspondents in MA - "by the best information received from different

parts of the state, we learn, that the people are generally opposed to the new constitu-

are warm against 1itj
tion....The Germans almost universally in this state and Maryland >

these honest people know from ©Xperience what it is to live under the grinding oppre-
sion of arbitrary power; many of them have been driven to this country to avoid the

lashes of despotic princes.”




TNy
MARYLAND JOURNAL & BALTIMORE ADVERTISER - Friday, 4/11/1788 e ’ )
Extract of a letter from a Gentleman at Frederick-Town, L/3 - "Messers JOHNSON, LEE,
POTTS, & FAW, will be elected without any Opposigion, as Delegates to the Convention,
Each has explicitly declared himself decidedly in favour of the proposed Constitution;
and for the Honour of the Country be it spoken, I never knew the Inhabitants so unani-
mous in favour of any public Measure as they are for adoptiﬁg the proposed Federal
Government. Indeed I have heard of but one man in the co. who has opposed it; and al-
though it is said he has made unwearied reiterated efforts, I have not heard of his
making any Converts,"”

Election in Balto. - James McHenry 962, John Coulter 958, Samuel Sterett 385, David
McMechen 380; '"There is no Instance we remember, in which the Town discovered more
Unanimity than on this Occasion - Mr. McHENRY and Dr. COULTER, were not put in nomina-
tion till the 2d Day of the Election; but it being well known, that they were decidedly
of Opinion, that the Ratification of the Constitution ought to procede without any _
Amendments or Alteration; and that it must be injurious to our common Interests to delay

its Ratification, in the Hopes of obtaining them in any other Manner than prescribed

by the Constitution, procured for these Gentlemen the Suffrages of their Fellow—Citizens
After election in Balto. procession walked through the streets in celebration; new ship

FEDERALIST was part of display; election results from Annapolis, Harford & Balto. cos,
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These colonial barracks, known as
the Hessian Barracks, were built
shortly after the outbreak of the War
for Independence by Abraham Faw.
The two stone barracks were the
result of one of the first acts of the
Maryland General Assembly, passed
on February 5, 1777, and signed by
Governor Thomas Johnson on April
18,1777. The original purpose was to
quarter the American troops sta-
tioned in Frederick in the barracks,
rather than in private homes, but the
structures came to be used to house
prisoners of war, many of them
Hessian soldiers. The prominent
building in the foreground of this
picture was torn down in 1872-73 to
make way for the Maryland School
for the Deaf. From the author’s
collection

18

Statement of Thomas McCloskey of
Frederick, binding himself to James
Smith, brickmaker, for the sum of 50
pounds, dated 4 June 1774, witnessed
by Elias Barton and Thomas Lewis.
Courtesy of an anonymous donor

\ : -
STATE or MAR YLANDE Frcderick-Conty, viz:

[ B Ao \
l LO herchy certity, :Im(/u/»-!t:"' /j:"""‘ = of faid county, Inth

fonally eppeared before me the fubferiler, one of the jufticesof the peace
the county sforefaid; and voluncarily taken and fubferibed the vath of
a0 cunce, and filkelity; as dln:Ehd by an alt of general alfembly of this ftaces
§odod the 'day of December A. D, 3777. Witnefs my hand, and feal,

L] ‘L"‘)(\‘ day of_[{iu.v- 778 (/A " »(/’ “- ;< (\/’

Won »mmmnw&wwmmm’ B ma:mﬁ*

| FRUDERICK-TOWN: [Iriutcd Uy MATLHIAS BARTGis. «
Clayton Thomas of Frederick Coun-
y gave the oath of allegiance and
fidelity to State of Maryland, dated 26
February 1778 and signed by Jacob
Young, justice of the peace. This
oath was taken often during the
Revolution, usually by people of
suspect loyalties. Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Frederick
County, Inc.
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Carlisle Gazette, 19 March 1788
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A letter from Hager's town, dated March 1
Dear SIR,

Agreeably to promise, I proceed to give you an account of our
second meeting in this town, for the purpose of having the
"Federal Constitution" explained to the people. As I informed
you in a former letter, that certain gentlemen were appointed to
give general notice of the meeting by advertisements, it only
remains with we now (relating to them) to let you know, that they
discharged their duty with a zeal for their country's cause,
becoming men of such worthy principles, as they are generally
known to be actuated by: from this faithful discharge of that
trust, so justly delegated to them, the people of this county
(considering the shortness of the time) had a pretty general
notice of tﬁe meeting, and accordingly assembled, at the court
house, to a véry considerable number: about one o'clock, the
doors were opened and the populace entered with a decency of
behaviour, becoming the most polite class of our citizens:
Colonel Thomas Sprigg was chosen chairman; Elijah Gaither, Esquire,
was appointed to read and explain the constitution in the
English language; and Abraham Faw, Esquire, (a gentléﬁén from
Frederick county, and one of their representatives in the assembly
of this state, who honoured us with his presence in this meeting)

at the request of the chairman, read and explained it in the

German language; so that from the abilities and obliging
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dispositions of these two gentlemen, the populace had the
satisfaction and advantage of hearing the constitution read and
explained in that language they understood best, and by these
means were able to judge for themselves, and of consequence not
so liable to be imposed upon hereafter, by such misrepresentations
as heretofore took place. These gentlemen very coolly and ably
read and explained the plan, section by section, and clause by
clause, to the general satisfaction of all present, the chair-
man, at intervals, calling on the populace, if any among them

had objections to any of the articles, sections, clauses, or
provisions, to state them, in order that they might be answered,
and the doubts cleared up, but, contrary to my expectations,
(knowing that some of the gentlemen were in the assembly, that
heretofore had made sich extraordinary exertions to prejudice

the minds of the common people against the plan, by misrepresenta-
tions:) not one objection was offered, or a dissenting wice heard,
so unanimous did the people all appear to be.--The conduct of the
gentleman that filled the chair was such, as deserve our warmest
acknowledgment, for that able, manly, and impartial discharge of
his duty, as president of the meeting. The whole of the assembly
broke up in a decent friendly order, and shewed a behaviour on
this occasion becoming a free people, who were consulting and
advising the most effectual means of uniting themselves to each
other, by the strongest ties oﬁ social friendship, and securing,

to themselves and posterity, this lasting memorial of that

PN
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spirit of liberty that now glows in the breast of every true
American. May these sons of freedom not be disappointed, under
this new government, in the expected blessings of living happy
under wholesome and salutary laws, calculated to promote the
general welfare of the union, and still preserving their liberties
inviolate; blessings which they imagine they already anticipate.
May they never be disappointed at any future period, if necessity
shall require it, or any innovations take place, that may seem
dangerous to their liberties, of finding a band of sages, patriots,
and statesmen, headed by a Washington, launch forth and boldly
assert their country's right.

I am sorry to hear, that, though six states have already
ratified the constitution, and the greatest probability of the
other seven getting into the measure; yet a number of the in-
habitants of Cumberland county, as well as some more of the
upper counties of Pennsylvania, are still refractory:; it is
amazing they have not seen their error before this time. I
cannot conceive, that if any man of them was to reflect coolly on
the above circumstance, but he would yield his opinion, like the
minority of Massachusetts, (to their honour let it be mentioned)
to the opinion of the more numerous part of his fellow citizens.
How apt are men to err on points of such magnitude, even some
of the greatest characters; but then, a great man will always

acknowledge such error, as soon as reason convinces him of the

contrary, whilst the pedant actuated by a spirit'of inconsistent

L ST, T ) /-
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zeal, and arrogant obstinacy, never will acknowledge that he was
in the least degree liable to such fallibility. Now in the name
of common sense, what can induce such numbers of people in these
counties, to place such an implicit confidence in the virtue and
abilities of twenty-three men, who voted against the constitution,
and at the same time, reject the opinions and abilities of twice
that number, of at least as great and virtuous men, that voted
for it? 1Is not one man more liable to err than two other men of
the same abilities?--And consequently, twenty three men were more
liable to err, than forty six of the same or perhaps superior
abilities.--But to rejectany conclusion drawn from the proceedings
of the convention of Pennsylvania; is it not sufficient to
satisfy these infatuated people, that this plan of government

has been ratified by five of their sister states, without a
dissenting state as yet? Or do the people of these few counties
mean to put up their opinions in competition to the opinion of
majorities of the greatest men in so many states, or perhaps to
the whole union? How extravagant a thought! However, I apprehend
that a great deal of their stubborness and inflexibility, was
occasioned by the conduct of the other class of citizens, who
style themselves Federalists, in being too ready to abuse and
ridicule them for their political opinions, and, although I

rank myself as one of the same class, I cannot by any means coun-
tenance such proceedings, for we know it is almost impossible,

that men should all agree on the different points or subjects of
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such magnitude: it is only the opinion of a majority of the
wise and virtuous that should govern us on such occasions, and
we ought to remember, that, even after these sages assert their
opinions, it is hard to convince several, that it is the result
of such patriotic virtue; and therefore, cool demonstrative, and
persuasive arguments, should be made use of to convince them,
instead of ridicule, threats, or menaces. Hence we can plainly
see, that nothing can be sufficient to justify one party in
ridiculing or abusing the other on these occasions, unless it be
a willful perversion of something evidently calculated for the
public good; and even in such instances, in some cases, it would
be better avoided than practised. I hope, after some short time,
we will all be unanimous in our opinions, and as soon as nine
states shall ratify, (which I have no doubt but such ratification
will take place before the first of July next, as it is allowed,
there will be little or no opposition in the convention of this
state) I hope we will be all unanimous in rejoicing on the
joyful event, and burying all discord and animosity in oblivion,
with the old articles of confederation.

I remain, Dear Sir, &cC.
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The folivwing letter was received from
2 weadewman of veracity jn Hager’s
Town, by a perfon in this Borough, !
dated 18k February, i
“ 1 have the pleafure of informing you i

thar (ig coufeguence of fome exertions |

made by two gsntlemen of our county, :
to flic up the minds of the coimnmon peo- |

Ple agaiaft the new conflitution, by mif-!‘

Teprefenting feveral of (he feQions aud |

claules thereof to them), we called a meer- .

ing of the inhabitanes Jagt Saturday, to

bive the marter fully invefligated before
them, aud (he fubje& clearly difcuff=d ;

0 order that no fuch .artifices may bLe

Made ufe of jy future, to prejudice the

Diods of the pevple apainft 5 plan, fo

evidently calculated 10 promute the gene-

Tal welfare of (e union, and enfure do-

Reftic tranquility, liberty and happinef;

0 vurfelves and pofterity. A numesous

Cencourfe of People of all ranks accord.

ingly affembled ar Mr. Beltzover’s tavern.
ter fome debates oa the {abjedt, a per-
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fe? onanimitv reigned amony all the peo-

ple, not a didenting viice was heard frum
1dopting the coattitutian, and the word,
‘ Federalit”® rang througheat the whole
adenbly. It was unaaiiooily refoived,
and agreed to, that Medts, Henry Shry-
ack, Elie Williams, Hency Snavely, 304
Jacob Young, (geatlemen truly of patrio-
tic principles, and whofe intereft ts Dot

feperate from this counrry), fhould e no- |

minated and appoiuted a cominittee to
frame advertifeineuts, aud have them fent
ty different parts of the connty, in order
to convene a general meeting of the in-
habitants thereof, =<t the Court-H)ufe,
on the firft day of ANiarch next, as well
that a free and full inveftigation of the
principles of (2id conftitution may take
place in the faid meering, as for the pure
puofes of raking it into their senlderation,
and deviting the moft efcftual means of
eledting fuch men at the enfuing eleQion
to reprefent them in Counvention, on this
moft unpnrtant occafinn, as will prefer
their country’s goad to aay private felf-
interefted views, and endeavour therein,
to promote the razification of this fo much
adinired form ¢f government. It mott
refle® honour ¢ the wmemnhers that com-
pofed this affembly, that, though feveral
of then (hefore the mieeting) were ap-
pofed to the vpiniens of the more wu-
merous part, yet the whole bufinefs was
condufted with the utmoft coolnefs, and
focial friendthip un'both fGdes; and by
thgfe means, all conflidered theufelves
cgnaily interefted in the common welfare,
and were brought to one way of thingiug.
[ am really forry that fuch cool and de-
hiberate proceedings did not govern your
meetiugs, when they had the fam~ plan
under their confideration; the Curlifl:
papers fur fone time pat fufficiently
evince the truth of this alerion, where

fcarce any thing has fallen from the pens ‘

of the differeac writers (a few only ex-
cepted), Lut (uch fearilous language, aud
perfonal iuvethive, as did not merit a
place 10 any public paper, anl were only
zalculated to mmflun~ and irritare  the
minds of the contending partes, wul run
them o deiperation, mtead of warkiug
hat hurmonvy  and amrry that thoal! Ge

ceferted to, and (ubnid herween fello v ci- !
uzens. limpoitant fbictts hike this thantd o




fcarce any thing has fallen from the pens
of the diffcreat writers (2 few only ex-
cepred), bur fuch fcunilous language, and
peifonal 1avethive, as did not ment a
place 1w aay public paper, anl were onlr
calculated to inflame and irritate  the
minds of the contending parties, and run
them to defperation, imftead of workiog
that harmony and amity that thould be
referted to, and fublid herween fellow -
tizens. Lmportant fubjects like this thould
be coolly and deliberately difcufled: The
advecates on either fide thould not fly in-
to a rage of padion at the wethers, or
ahute them for differing o pohitical op-
pintons from themtelves ; this is not the
way to change meu from any Gde of the
quettion they may take, let it be ever fu
erroneous, for et it be remmemhbered, that
with politics, as with religion, many dif-
ferent opinions are ftrennoufly maintained
on the fame point, and if recourfe is had,
by the vpponents on either fide, to per-
fonal i1avedive or abufe, it oaly makes
the others bLecome more inflexible, and
hardeus them in their opiniens, no mat-
ter how abfurd.-<-I iutead to tranfinit you
a full account of the pruceedinzs of the
fecond and mure general meeting, as fvon
as oppartunity will fecve afier their G-
tuag.” ’
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John Abert to Horatio Gates, Frederick town, 14 April 17881'/7’/53?)
By the return of your wagoner you will receive Little
page's answer to the Honble John Jay and the Columbian
magasine for October last 87. as soon as any other number
;omes at hand where in the contiguation of that novel
"Amelia" shall be inserted, I'll forward it to you by the
first opportunity for the perusal of Mrs Gates.
The Following gentlemen were elected last week as
members to the convention for this county without even
the least sign of oppossition viz. the Honbles Th. Johnson
Tho. Sim Lee, Richard Potts Esqrs. & Abraham Faw--you will
no ddubt join with me in the opinion that if your Friend
Doctr. Thomas had been chosen in the Room of this Last,

the Representation would have been--complete & truly

venerable—--However that Faw being a German and as this
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kind of people forms a very numerous & industrious part
of the community, it is well enough I think & not incon-
sistent with policy, that they should be indulged .in having
one of their own class for to represent them--I return
you by this opportunity mr. Jay's pamphlet with many ‘
thanks; after having perused the whole of the altercations
between him and Littlepage, I conceive that the former

has been very-ungratefully repaid for the kindness he had
bestowed on this polish chamberlain--for it is plainly
evident that the Amgrican plenipo: kept him under his
Roof in the Bosom of his family & at his table Gratis--
advanced him money, for which he never was reimbursed,

but on the contrary was most virulently abused--this is

certainly but a said return for such a favour received in

a strange Country--for my part I always held in the most
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contemptuous light, the character of a Man who fails in
gratitude towards his Benefactor.

Should you Ever have any Business in this town &
think me deserving of your confidence, it would affoxd

me a true pleasure to serve you.

1. RC, Horatio Gates Mss., NN.
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