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Saturday, Febroary 4, 1826,

The house met. Preseut the samme wembers as on yesierday. The
proceedings of yesterday were read.
~ The bill to ascertain and settle the law relative to writs of forcible
entry and detainer, was sent to t+.e senate.

Mr. Gantt presents a petition from Mary Hesley,of Anne-Arunde!l
county, praying suoport; referred to the standing committee.

Mr. Chapman delivers the foltowing report:

The committee to whom was referred the order to inquire into the
expediency of passing an act to provide for the revision of theactsof tle
genegal assembly of Maryland, have had the subject under considera-
tion, and ask leave to report—That in the opinion of your committee,
the situation of our local law is deeply interesling and important to
the peaple of the state, and the time has arrived, when the aid of the
legislature is necessary (o reduce the various and conflicting acts of
assembly into order and system. The statute law of Maryland, con-
sists of British statutes, enacted before the settlement of the colony,

rltamentary enactiments during our colonial existence statutes pass-
ed under the sanclion of the provincial government, and the numerous
acts of assembly passed since our independence. 1f it has been a sub-
ject of doubt which of the Dritish statutes ave i force here,it is
equally so, with regard to our acts ol assembly, so many sup-
plementary acts, and allerations, and amendments, have been
enacted, that 1t is now difficult, and 1n ~ Iany cases 1Mpossi-
ble to say which 1s in force; nor is 1t a_lw?}s in the power of experi-
enced professional men, from this mass qt confusion, to extract the
principle which was sought to be established, or to trace it through
the labyrinth of accumulated supplements and amendments, but they
arve left to grope their way, without eny clue to guide them to thaen1
yatention of the legialdture, or the object of the act, save that the ne-
cessities of the people are sometimes expressed in a preamble, or
Lknown tohaveexisted by some other means than what has been aﬁ'urqed
by the multiplied legislative pl"{}"h:iﬁi(lﬂb': upon the ﬁl]!’ljéf!t. It is of
deep importance to the pe?pie. that t};e tfundamental prn_'.cip]es of our
government, and the doctrioves b}' which {?UP estates are in a measure
held, our rights protected, and our liberties regulated, which control
mot enly our property, but our social iniercoufse. and the morals of
society, should be so sunphfied as to be accessibie to, aud understood
by, those who are interested 1n their E!Tt!Ct ‘and operation, and should
be as widely and generally diffused as it is in the power of the legisla-
ture to extend them, The committee think, that the acts of assembly
have grown to such a size. that they imperious]y cail for the interfer-
ence of the legislature. It is not suflicient that legal men should be
enabled to arrive at a knowledge ot the local law, but the facilities to
its acquirement, should be increased and extem%ed toas great a degree
as the powers of the legislature will atilmit. This Ehﬂ committee think
ean best be done by reducing the contused mass of statutory law into
some order and system. The committee are weil aware, that it is a
task not easily performed; that it will require the labour of experien-
ced men, and that much time must be devoted to the undertaking;
bat the benefits to be derived from it, will be felt by every class of so-
ciety, and will repay all the labour and expense necessary to its com-
pletion. The sommittee, therefore, respectfvliy recommend the adope

ticn of the resolutions accompanying tils report:



