WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER, Governor JR.S

No. 5

(House Joint Resolution No. 9)

A House Joint Resolution concerning
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers — Unlawful Discriminatory Pricing Practices

FOR the purpose of urging the President and the Congress of the United States to
investigate the effects of unlawful discriminatory pricing practices on the prices
paid by consumers of prescription drugs and to take the action necessary to ensure
that unlawful discriminatory pricing practices do not result in cost shifting to
retail pharmacies and higher prices for consumers.

- WHEREAS, U.S. consumers pay the highest prices in the world for prescription
drugs; and

WHEREAS, Under the federal Nonprofit Institutions Act, nonprofit institutions
such as hospitals are exempt from the provisions of the Robinson-Patman Act when
manufacturers sell products to the nonprofit institution for the nonprofit institution’s
own use; and

WHEREAS, Unlawful discriminatory practices can lead to increases in health care

costs; and
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