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the receiver, or any perfon claiming under him, to pay for the fime;
provided fuch oath or aflirmation as aforefuid be madz within twelve
months from the date of the articles refpeively paid or delivered; and
provided alfo, that in cafe apy fuit thall be brought to recover any
money paid or delivered as aforefaid, or the price of any goods, wares,
effects or chattels, as aforefeid, fold or delivered, the plaintiff fhall, at or
before the firft imparlance court, make oath or afirmation as aforefaid,
before fome judge or juftice of this ftate, that he believes the money,
goods, wares, merchandifes, effeCts or chattels, charged in the account to
which fuch oath or affirmation as aforefaid fhall be annexed, were boni
fide delivered as charged, and that he hath not, nor any perfon for him,
to his knowledge or belief, received any payment or fatisfaction for the
articles charged more than credit is duly given for in and appearing uvpon
the account, to which fuch oath or affirmation as aforefaid is annexed,
nor hath he received any fecurity for the fame, and that the balance

charged and claimed is jufty due, according to the beft of his knowledge
and belief.

VI. JProvived altwapg, and be it enafted, That nothing in this a&
fhall be taken or conftrued to preclude any debtor or defencant from con-
troverting the proof as aforefaid, made legal and aumiffible by this a&, by
any teftimony which is legal and admiflible by the raules of the common
law, nor fhill this ac&t be conftrued or taken to prevent any creditor or
plaintiff from giving any evidence adm flible by the rules of the common
Yaw, in fupport of his claim, or purfuing any legal mode other than is
given by this ac, to prove and eftablith his claim or demaaa.

VII. anb be if enafted, Thatin cafe any fuit thall hereafter be brought
on any judgment, or on any bond, or other writing fealed by the pirty,
and the defendants fhall have any demind or claim againft the planuff,
upon judgment, bond, or other inftrument under feal, or upcn note,
agreement, affumpfit, or account proved, as by this a&t is allowed the de-
fendant, or otherwife according to law, fhall be art liberty to file his ac-
count in bar, or plead difcount to the plaintiff’s claim, and judgment fhall be
given for the plaintiff for the fum only wh.ch remains due after juft cif-
count made; provided the fum which thall remzin due aiter fuch difcount,
be fufficient to fupport a judgment in the court where the caufe may be tri-
ed, according to its eftablithed jurildiction ; and in all cafes of {uits upon
fimple contradls, the defendant may file an account in bar, or plead dif-
count of any claim he may have againft the plaintiff, proved as aforefaid,
or otherwife proved according to law, which may be of an equal or fu-
perior nature to the plaintiff’s claim, and judgment fhall be given as
aforefaid. '

VIII. And be it enaficld, That the a& of aflembly, paffed at a feflion of
affembly begun and held at the city of Annapolis on the tenth day of July,
in the year one thoufand feven hundred and twenty-nine, entitled, An a&
providing what fhall be good evidence to prove foreign and other debts,
and to preveut vexatious and unneceflary fuits at law, pleading difcounts
in bar, and for repealing an a&t of affembly therein mentioned, and every

art and claufe thereof, exczpt the claufe repealing the aét therein mention-
ed, be, and hereby is repealed. Provided neverthelefs, that all debts and ac-
counts heretofore proved agreeably to the faid a&, or which may hereafter
be proved agreeably to the rules prefcribed by the faid a&, on or before the
fict day of November next, thall be good and fufficient in law to all fuch in~ .
tents and purpofes as if the faid law had not been repealed. And provided
alfo, that all accounts for any {fum not exceeding thirty pounds current mo-
ney in the courfe of any whole year, and proved agreeably to the faid ad&,
may be evidence as before the paffing this a&, until the ficlt day of Janu-
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