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LAWS of MARYLAND.
| C H A P. XLIL '
‘An ACT to alter fuch parts of the conftitution and form of go-
_vernment as prevent a citizen from taking a feat in the legifla-
ture, or being an elector of the {enate, without taking an ocath
to the fupport of this government. |

HEREAS certain citizens of this ftate hold it unlawful to take an

‘ ;‘ ; oath on any occafion ; and an attachment to the community, and a

- profeflion of fupport to this government, may be as well and fully

evinced by a folemn affirmation or declaration of fupport to this government as

by an oath; and it is highly improper to reftrain the people in their choice of

delegates, and eleCtors of the fenate, further than the fecurity of the ftate may
require :

- II. Be it enaled, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That all thofe parts
of the conftitution and form of government that prevent a citizen, confcientioufly
fcrupulous of taking an oath in any cafe, and who are permitted by the confti-
tution to affirm in certain cafes, from taking a feat in the legiflature, or from
being an eletor of the fenate, without taking an oath of fupport to this govern-
ment, fhall be and hereby are repealed, abrogated, and made null and void; and
hereafter a folemn affirmation or declaration of fupport to this government may
be taken, and fhall be received in ftead of an oath, by any citizen chofen a dele-
gate or elector of the fenate, confcientioufly fcrupulous of taking an oath in any
cafe, and who is permitted by the conftitution to affirm in certain cafes.

C H A P. XLIII.
An ACT to enable the inhabitants of Saint Paul’s parifh, in Queen-

Anne’s county, to elect veftrymen and churchwardens for faid
parifh.
HEREAS the inhabitants of Saint Paul’s parifh, in Queen-Anne’s
county, neglected to meet and ele& veftrymen and churchwardens for

the faid parifh, agreeably to the a& for the eftablithment of felect
veftries ;

I1. 1Be it enafted, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That the inhabitants
of the faid parifh be and are hereby empowered to meet at their parith church on
Eafter Monday next, and there proceed to choofe veftrymen and churchwardens
in as ample and full a manner as they could have done under the act aforefaid ;
and the veftrymen and churchwardens, when fo chofen, fhall have, and are here-
by declared to be vefted with, all the power and authority of feleGt veftries under
and in virtue of the laws of this ftate, and fhall be fubject to the fame regu-
lations and penalties.

: C H A P. XLIV.

An ACT to difpofe of the referved lands weftward of Fort Cum-
berland, in Wathington county, and to fulfil the engagements
made by this ftate to the officers and foldiers of the Maryland
line in the fervice of the United States.

W HEREAS by an a&, entitled, An a& for recruiting the quota of troops

of this ftate in the American army, and furnithing them with cloath-

ing and other neceffaries, pafled at a feffion of affembly begun and
held at the city of Annapolis on Friday the thirty-firft day of Oé&ober, in the
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-feven, and by fund
fubfzquent aés, it was provided, that a bounty of fifty acres of land fhould be
granted to each able bodied recruit who fhould enlift and faithfully ferve for three
years in the American army; and by the faid firft recited a& it was provided,
that the faid bounty fhould be paid to each recruit, or his legal reprefentative, at
the expiration of three years from the time of enliftment, in {fuch manner as the
general affembly fhould thereafter dire@t ; and by the faid act, and other fubfe-

quent



