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An ACT to grant to Oliver Evans, for a term of years, the fole Pifei My

_ machines herein defcribed.

F HEREAS Oliver Evats, -of the county of Newcaftle, in the ftate Preant..
of Delaware, miller, hath reprefented to this general affembly, that

¥ ¥ he hath invented, difcovered, and introduced into exercife, two ma-
chines ‘for the ufe: of merchant-mills, one of which, denominated by the faid
Oliver Evans an Elevator, is calculated by its own motion to hoift the wheat or
grain from the lower floor, and the meal or flour from the ftones of any miil
to the upper floor or loft of fuch mill ; the other denominated an Hopper-Boy,
fo conflitnted as to fpread the meal over the floor of a mill fo cool, gather it up
again to the bolting hopper, and attend the fame regularly without the affiftance
of ‘mannal labour ; alfo one other machine, denominated 2 Steam-Carriage, o
conftruéted as to move by the power of fteam and the preflure of the atmofphere,
for the purpofe of conveying burthens without the aid of animal force; and as
the fzid. inventions of the faid Oliver Evans will greatly tend to fimplify and
render cheap the manufacture of flour, which is one of the principal flaples of
this ftate, as alfo render the ufe of land carriages more convenient and lefs ex-
penfive, in order to make adequate compenfation to the faid Oliver Evans for his
ingenuiiy,, trouble and expence, in the faid difcoveries,

and exclufive right of making and felling within this ftate the

II. e it enafted, by zbe general affembly of Maryland, That from and after Exclufive
the pafling this a&, the faid Oliver Evans, his heirs and affigns, fhall have the sl
fole and exclufive right of making and felling, within this ftate, the faid ma- xc.
chines above defcribed, agreeably to his new method of conftructing and making
the fame, for and during the full {fpace and teim of fourteen years from thence

next enfuing, and fully to be completed and ended.

~ YY1 gno be it enaftep, That if any perfon or perfons-fhall make, fell or ufe, Pensity on o
or caufe to be'made, fold or ufed, within this ftate, any hopper-boy or elevator, <" B¢
upon the plan of “the faid Oliver Evans, or any fteam-carriage to be propelled by
t’fgg'pcwer of fteam or the preflure of the atmofphere, “conftructed as the faid
hopper-boy, elevatoror fteam-carriage, of faid Oliver Evans are, or in form,
ﬁmigﬁae or likeneft thereof, during the faid term of fourteen years, without the

confent of the faid Oliver Evans;  his certain attorney, heirs or affigns, firft had

and bbtained in writing, he, fheor they, {0 offending, fhall forfeit and pay to

the id Oliver Evans, his heirs or affigns, for every fuch machine fo made, fold

or ufed, or caufed to be made, fold or ufed, refpectively, the fum of ane hundred

pounds current money of Maryland, to be recovered with cofts of fuit by action

of ‘débt, bill, plaint or information, in any competent court of record in any

county, of this ftate in which -the offence fhall be committed, wherein no efloin,
proteltion, ‘or wager of law, nor more than oné emparfance, fhall'be allowed ;

provided always, that if on any action brought for the recovery of the faid pe-

nalty, it fhall be proved that the faid Qliver Evans was not the original inventor

of ‘the’ machines, “for the making, ufing or felling of which, fuch attion  fhall

Bgﬁ%%gght, ‘that ‘the jury’ thall find their 've - for the defendant;” and fuch de-

fepdart fhall recover bis cofts.

1V, 1Orovived, That nothing in this aét contained thall prevent any future Provifo:
eperal aflembly of ‘this flate from abolithing this exclufive right granted to.the
id Otiver Evans by ‘this, alt, upontheir paying to him, his executors; admini-

fecators or affigns, :the fum of five thoufand pounds current mioney. ;

S

¥ “%nb-be it enaften, "That if any perfon or perfons. who fhall be convicted Penalty on
of having made, fold or ufed, ‘within ﬁsﬁa&, either of the aforefaid machines, pefions con-
without the confent, of the faid Oliver Evans, his heirs or affigns, in writing, mking, &.
Miall- afferwards, without fuch confent,- make, fell or ule,” fuc hine or
rachifies ‘agdin, ‘he,” fhe or they, fo offel ding, ' thall forfeit’ and pay to the
faid Oliver Evans, his heirs and afligns, the fum of one huiidred and ﬁf:;y




