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vernment, and its wife, firm and provident ddminiftration. We regiet with you that our chief
.magiftrate is foon to quit that exalied fation; .in difcharging the duties of which He has $ainkd the
confidence, efteem and love, and has Jultly merited the gratitude; of the American people;
~ Although we regret his intended “retiremitnt from public td private life; we €annot but acknow-
ledgc the reafonablenefs of the mntives afligned for that determination in his late addrefs to the peo-
ple of the United States; an addrefs which no one of fenfe and feeling, no friend to his country, or
to the human race, can reid unmoved, at once admiring the wifdom of jts precepts, and revering
and loving the memory of the man. May that beneficent Providence which has blefled ¢hig cbunty
with an cight years adminiftration of a'magiftrate thus enlightened, fo difinterefted @nd patriotic,
inlpire his fucceflor with the fame refitude, firmnefs and wifdom. May the animofity of parties
never agitate and diftract the public counfels; may public opinion, thoroughly matured; and divefted
of all paflionate attachments and antipathies to particular nations, ever moderate, by its influence;
the preceedings of our reprefentatives, fhould the intrigues of foreign emifarics, local and cog.
tralled views, unfounded jealoufy or partialities, at any time hereafter delay or onftru the adoption
of meafures tending to the public good. ‘ '

We perfe@ly coincide, Sir, with you in opinion, that the making of good roads, and removing
obftruttions in rivers to navigation, fo as to facilitate the tranfportation of produce and merchandife,
arz objedts well dcierving legiflative attention and ajid. We flatter ourfelves that the works on the

ftate. We are fatisfied cqual emoluments will arife from rendering the Sufquehanna navigable into
the bay of Chefapeake. 1t is expe&ed that an application on this fubject will be made to this aflem-
bly by the proprietors of the canal ; when made, it will receive that due confideration which its im-
pottance truly merits. .

Your humane attention to perfons confined for deb js highly commendable; we micari not to cen-
fure or juftify the eftablifked law and praftice of imprifonment in that cafe, but we teprobate the
confinement of prifoners in private gaols, a practice fo injurious to their health and morals thould
be difcountenanced by the legifliture; to prevent the continuance of this abufe, fome plan may pro-
bably be adopted during the prefen: fcﬂfon for crcqﬁng, where neceffary, commodious gagls, in
healthy fituations, for the reception of prifoners.

Lii a frec country, fuch as this really is, (and we fervently pray it may ever remain fo,) its legifla-
torsy no doubt, will endeavour to promote morality and knowledge, ‘the fureft fupports of liberty,
* Seminaries of learning, under good regulations, contribute, we admit, to the diffufion of know.-
ledge, which is generally attended by virtue; the union of both forms the perfe& citizen. The beft
informed mind will fooneft difcern the true intereft of the country; its energies can beft difplay that
intercft, and perfuade its adoption; and the virtuous citi en, from duty and habit accuftomed to felf
denials, will more readily faciifice the feelings and paffions of the individual, when oppofed to the
welfare of the whole.

The foregoing, and the other fubjeQts mentioned in your cxcellency’s addrefs, will be duly at-
tended to, and when difcuffed they will meet, we trut, with that decifion which the revenues of
the ftate; the exifting citcumftances of the country, and public utility, may prefcribe. ‘

We give full credence to the affertion, that no other motive than the one afigned in your excel-
lency’s addrefs induced you to make it, “a folicitude to co-operate in mcafﬁrcs for the public
good;” the fame affeQion, we perceive, which impelled you to fhed your blood, and hazard
your life, in defence of your Country, glows ftrongly in your breaft, and continues to aQluate your
conduét,

Which was read. ,

The order of the day for the fecond reading of the bill declaring the right of perfonal [iberty, and
redreffing the injuties thereto, is poftponed until Tuefday next. :

"The refolution in favour of Alexander Rigdon, was fent to the fenate by the clerk.

OrpEerep, That the bill for the more effetual colle@ion of the county charges in Allegany
county, be committed for amendment.

A petition from Benjamin Griffith, of Baltimore county, ftating, that he has been confined in the
gaol of {aid county for three years, for 2nd on account of a decree obtained by a certain Jofias Pen-
nington in the chancery court, and praying relief in the premifes, was preferred, read, and referred
to the committee of grievances and courts of juftice. , ,

Mr. Robins, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker, a bill, entitled, An 2@
to lay out certain roads, and authorifing certain public landings, in Worcefter county ; which was
read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table,

A pttition from Richard Dorfey, of Baltimore-town, praying an a& of infolvency, was preferred,
read, and referred to the committee appointed dn petitions of a fimilar nature.

Mr. Key, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following re-
port :
. THE committee to whom was referred the report and accompanying vouchers of the agent,
flaste to the houfe, that they have found it, on examination, both accurate and iatisfaQory, and
Mving derived much ufeful information from the agent as to the prefent fituation of our public
funds, and their probable future increafe; they have thought it their duty to communicate the fante
to the houfe, with certain refolutions, calculated, in their judgment, to promote the public interefd,
by an carly fettlemeat and oolke@ion of all balances due to, and an immediate difcharge of ali debts
due from, the fiate. . :
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