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As a matter of fact, recorded hisctcrw t~lls us
they first found their way into English corron l1cw« by
the statutes of 14,Edward the Third,Statutes ., Coapter
one,

Because I am sometimes called a devotce of
classical ianquage, I would like to read vou thrse words.
The statute says the prelates, earls, barons an” crrmon
citizens, burgesses and merchants shall nct rr chnraed
to make any aid if it be not of the common ascent of the
great men and common in parliament.

You can see at the outset what we are really
talking about here is the concept of taxaticn withoecut
representation.

Blackstone goes on to suggest thet *P~ funda-

mental law has been shamefully evaded under manv aucceeding

princes by compulsive loans and benevolences, extorted
without a real or voiuntary consent, and it was therefore
made an article in'the petition of rights in TIT Charles,
Number 1, that no man shall be impelled to vinld anv
gift, loan, or benevolence, tax or such lire 7€

without the common consent of an act of marli-ront,
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