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The grand jury serves as protectién against
over-zealous.prosecutérs. It requires prosecuters to
present facts to an array of citizens and secure their
endorsement before a person must stand trial on criminal
charges. The State, therefore, must satisfy certain
minimdm standards.’

Inasmuch as a grand jury proceeds in secrecy,
there is no publicity until and unless an indictment iS
returned, thus offering protection for a person suspected
of crime. There is no publicity unless the grand jury fiﬁds
that there is probable cause that the suspect committed the
offense.

The secret proceedings facilitafe obtaining
witnesses to testify against a suspect. Furthermore, it

prevents the suspect from obtaining information that would

-enable him to subarn testimony b efore the grand jury or

threaten witnesses.

Fourth, of course, is the basic concept that
I think most people have experienced, and I know a number
of judges have mentioned to me that there are times when a

grand jury refuses to follow a prosecutor's recommendation

THE JACK SALOMON REPORTING SERVICE
100 Equitable Building .z
(Court Reporters Baltimore, Maryland 21202 5396760 .

2

LI}



