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This is not really creating a new office.
It is merely re-disiributing duties that are
now performed under another name, and so
far frow incieasini; expenses to the State, it is
saving expenses. [t is true that so far as this
report of the comptroller shows, the expense
for the last fourteen years for these duties
have not averaged much over $1,800 a year.
But last year it was considerably in excess of
#3,000. But the report does not include
those cases in which gentleman have been
emwployed by the treasury department and
have received commissions out of rooneys
collected for the State. I know that one gen-
tleman nnder the late comptroller reccived a
very considerable commission ; not t..o much,
for it was a very valuable service which he
performed. In regard to matters of that sort,
whenever that kind of compensation is made
it is not contained in the report of the comp-
troller or treasurer. Now if you take into
account the commissions which have been
paid for these services, it will amount to
much more than $1,800 a year.

Now you must have for attorney general a
man who is gecustunied to trying cases, or
he will not be fit for the office.  And any maun
who hus a good practice trying cases makes a
considerable sum of money every ' year by
tryiug cases against the State. Butif such a
man accepts this office, he must give up en-
tireiy that portion of his practice. Taking all
these things into consideration, I believe a
competent attorney general at three thousand
dollars a year will be a saving to the State of
at least a thousand dollars a year.

Mr. EpereN. 1 would ask the gentleman
from Baltimore city (Mr. Stirling) if in his
opinion, the duties which this attorney gen-
eral will be required to perform wili be suffi-
cient to occupy all his time? In other words,
would he not have time to transact and attend
to considerable private practice ?

Mr. Stirtine. 1 suppose he would have
some time, But no man will be willing to
engage hirselfas the permanent counsel of the
State, unless he gets a competent salary, for
it will greatly affect his practice. There are
many lawyers who receive from five hundred
to a thousand dollars a year from criminal
practice alone. If a man takes the position
of attorney general he must resign all that
portion of his practice, because he cannot
take a case against the State. Then the
attorney general would necessarily be requir-
ed 1o reside in Annapolis a great deal of the
time during the session of the legislature, and
would have to pay board while tiere, and he
must also go about the State a great deal.

In regard to the necessity of such an office
as th'- | think everv one who has paid. any
atteativn 1o the subjec. ha- bieén cosvineed
of the vices of the present system. +he sov-
ernor h.s absoiute disere ion to empl.y any
counsel, and wny num er of counsel he
plec-es; wnd so with oilier officers of the

State. . And it has become a sort of favor-
itism to reward certain lawyers, Aund it has
got to be the practice that no man cowes
down here to perform such services for the
legislature but what he expects his five hun-
dred or his thousand dollars. And every man
congiders it a sort of grab at the tr. asury, as
the only kind or instance of that service that
he will get from the State, and be therefore
considers himself entitled 10 a good fee. Aud
besides the opinion of a mau who has no offi-
cial responsibility is wot such an opinion ag
the State s entitled to. The opinion of such
a man is not matter of record to the ex-
tent that the opinions of the atlorney gen-
eral would be. Besides that, you now bave
half a dozen men, one of whom may give one
opinion and unother give another opinion,
which wiil control the action of the State
authorities upon the same subject in the
course of two or three years. But by having
this officer, you at least secure uniformity of -
opinion during the term of his office. -

Besides that there is a supervision exer-
cised over the State’s attorneys. This does
not go back to the old system, but secuses
advice and co-operation in such a manuer ag
to give us a uniforwity in the criminal au-
winistration of the State. As. it is now,
with the different views that may be taken
by ditferent State’s attorneys in regard to
criminal law, one man may be acquitted by
one State’s attorney in one county, and an-
other convicted by another in the next county,
on the same charge, It is an anoimaly that
the criminal administration of the State of
Maryland should be represented by twenty-
one different officers. This office unites the
jodicial system of the State so far as re-
sponsibility is concerned. 'And I am of the
opiuion that if you give this officer three
thousand dollars a year you will save at
least a thousand dollars a year to the State,
if not more.

Mr. Bonp. There is one thing to be said ;
it is made the duty of the attorney general to
try all cases in which the State is interested,
in the supreme court of the United States, as
well as elsewhere, and [ suppose his travel-
ling expenses, and expenses at Washington,
will amount to at least five hundred dollars
a year.

Mr. StockBriDGE. I suppose that any one
at all familiar with the legal business of the
State, must feel the absolute necessity of the
office proposed in this report. Without any
discespect to those officers, it is a 1.0 orious
fact that the State's attorneys in some of the
counties are lar from being qualified to dis-
charge the duties which devolve ugon the m,
even in the local trials there. And when the
cases which they have tried there come up
here to the court of appeals, they are utterly
in. ompetent to follow them up here and try
tuen.  Tie cons quence is that it has been &
Dece:gity forced upon our governors almost




