C AHAN ~April 122 (1230 P

, 3 j ; ’ ::}) D .é/ - / ’ /
. 6 {‘S’ - P il
rre 1 & GOVERNOR AGHEW Ew2’,
IS UNDERS TANDS
Hay 5 .

1

Many voices in Baltimore, including that of WJZ«1V, have warned that

this is not the time for recriminations or over-scimplifications in eeeking out
of the past weck,

the origins and causes of the violence eomom=ZTmmmrmoiinmisham The rools of

these disturbances are so profound that no one is justified in pointing a finger

of accusation, Lo fllre 7 v el

Governor Agnewﬁshakim by the events in Baltimore, has
falden intoe the trap of over-simplification. He gathered togethcr]g of
the eity's moderate and responsible legro lecdership and, using insulting
language, pointed ‘t.hé finger of accusi&tion at them, Iile, in ef’ect, accuses
the moderates of kmuckling under to the militants and Zhwerbx throush their
silencey contributing to the excesses of thoce who turned to violence,

It 1s no wonder that most of the INegro lecoders present walked out
xz as the Govornor was speaking, The Things he scid were not only insulting
and unfair, but are nobt borne out by the facts, Some of the people in the
Governor's audience had liti:rally risked their persona} safelty by going out
into the streets to urge the young rioters to go home .uegfi-f them came to
this station to maoke a personal appeal on television, :

Governor Agnew has done his State and Baltimore a disservice in three
vays. First, by his oversimplification he has made rcspon:;ible llegro leaders
appear to be scapegoats for white racists t::‘ho are all toehappy to capitalize
on his remarks. Seccnd, he glossed over 'bhelz complex origins of the riots.
Lastly, he has divided the“lco.‘munity when it needs to be united, ;

The irony is that the Governor intended to do just the oppocite. F;.rthar
alonz in his epeech there were some comments we'll worth raking, But by th?t/
time, most of his audience had left, In the name of dignity they had n;fic;‘il‘oi.ce.

A
I ﬁ&w it is E&IY Governor Agnew's task to regain theilr much-needed support
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