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Granting that peither the na-
tional or the local news media
have a monopoly on the truth,
one who maintaing a high re-
gard for the city and pecple of
Cambridge, both Negro and
white, a5 I do, can only be
sickered by what, on careful
reading of varigus sources, ap-
er-
sion of his authority by Cam-
Brice
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jand let a bunch of

(W ) h-l"l.‘lc-T"--ll.‘"ﬁ

Isidered, mustno't

| bility for his losses and sabse-
. tguent suicide be laid as much at

Kinnamon in the recemt racial
Jdisorders in Cambridge, and/or
'a considerable irresponsioility
‘on the part of the membership
Lo the Hescue Fire Company, .

“Fen the local press aft‘h-ms
that only a small fraction of the
-Cambridge  Negro community
was involved in the disorders,
and those accused of actoally
setting fire to buildings and the
like turn out to be, as one might
have guessed, a tiny fraction of
a fraction - of what in other cir-
cumstances would be recognized
as juvenile delinquents at Wﬂrﬁt
apparently more interested' in
“burning down the schoolhouse™
than-in correcting racial injus-
tices. Yet the

I News' reponts (Aug. 2, 1967)
‘Ithat ““firemen did not enter the

area (wherg 12 buildings were
burning) unti] an hour after the
fire began, under orders of po-
lice,” and “Time” magaziné
reports (Aug. 4,° "1967) (that “the
white volunteer - §ire - company
failed to respond to the fire until

'|it had practically burnegd out,

leveling a school, a. t':hurd::h a
molel, and a tavern.” To Negro
pleas to send the firemen In,
Chief Kinnamon is reported

A{"Tme, Aug 4) to have re-

plied: “You peopla .. stood by

goddam

hoodlms-. come m hare H E:t
cetera. '
"Now, even after one has suh

tracted a little from *“Time” and
added a little to the “News' in
the interest: of ‘objectivity,” this
certainly - Sounds ‘s tthe Cam-

idge police and fire depari-

rients’ poorest hour. One hupaq
thaﬂ the -reports, local and na-
tional, are entirely .false; one |

fears thaf they aren’t. The prin-
cipal sufferers, 'wi course,

shared irrespoosibility of

riot-inciters, Chief - Kimamaon,
the arsonists, and. the R.F.(,1
are the great majority of a re-
sponsible and too-long-suifering
Negro community, particularly
such successes-against-odds as
Hansel Greene, whose tragic sul.
cide, after the Ioss of a life-
titne’s enterprise in the . fire,
prompis this letter Greene him-
self is reported (“Time") to
have blamed the Negro arsonists-|.
for the fire; but all things con-
the responsi-

the door of Chied Kinnamon and
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those of his way of thinking as
at the door of H, “Rap” Br-uwn
& Co.?
. This isn't to 'minimize the
gravity of arson and riot, neo
matter how serious and long-
standing the abuses that lead
to them, or to defend the In-
flammatory rhetonic of Negro
racists, however morg warrant-
ed it is than that of white ra-
cists. But to punish the best ela-
menigs In a community for the
actions of its worst, ag™ -
a misuse of his office as out-
rageous as State’s Attorney Wil-
Ham. Yates" repnrted intention
{“Dorchester News,'" Aug. 2,
1967) to request ‘“‘waivers fﬂr
the juveniles (charged with ar-
gon? to be tried as adulls in the
eircuit court'’ without even
considering the unfortunagte in-
volvement of the Rescue Fire
Company and Mr, Kinnamon
with that focus of past Negro
grievances, . the R.F.C_ arena
and pool, one wonders what kind
of firetnan it is- puts 'ont
fires only in the housa pf people
he approves of: what kind of
olicernan it is who raefuses to
protéet a law-abiding citizen
from the depredations of a law-
breaker because they both hap-
pen to be the same color; what
kind of state’s attorney it is who
ﬂafm&s a juve-nﬂe as- a. whlte
child- S

It's a Iamuus hut ugly htt]a
irony th=t -ungympathetic’, offi-
cials of the sort Chief Kjnna-
mon appears Lo be, who hold the
Negro cnmmuuity entirely re-
gponsible for its own sufferings,
are usually the first to blame
civic disorders {}I.'.'l “outside agl-
tators’ - though q'll know - that
peopla like RH. “H. p'" Brown can
be effective onl in , comumuni-
 ties (like my own current horhé-
city, Buffalo) that fail to take
large-scale measures:ta. oot~
re-ct large.seale méﬁmtlesﬁﬁr-
son is & crime; so is rmt—umlt-
ing; but permitting a man, even
a '‘goddam hoodium,” to make
a speech, even a speech “that
turns out fo be rmb-mmtmg is
cert.mnly not-a crime, particu-
larly ‘when, as in the case of

from
what appears to have been the

maost c:t:zena of the Second
Ward, the ‘“‘permission’ con-
sists of cne’s staying home and
minding one's own business,
That such citizens should cymi-
‘enlly bg denied protection by
lheir police force and the “Res-
cue (must we read ‘‘Red-
neck?) Fire Company is a dis-
credilable, intolerable state of
affairs; it ‘warrants a- eview,
[hy oh]echve municipal or state
authorities, of the qualifications
for oflice of the laaders of those
organizations. S

<" My personal $entiments in;the
civil-rights movenrent ate * -
mittedly liberal: I happen to be-
lieve, for example, that local
(or once-local) leaders of the

Sall.uhury—.lnhn S.

.| ministration,

le Center here.
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mon’s atiitude has done, Séems

movem™t in Cambridge,. like |

the novelist, and Bartha S A.d+
kina, a Sallahur:r native who
served in the Eisenhower ad-
will be awarded
honorary degrees at Salisbyry
| State Oollege’s commencemant
at 10.30 A.M. Sunday in the Cnr-

The speaker will be Douglas
Kiker, NBC news correspon
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Mrs, Gloria Richardson Dand-
rldge wiil in generaﬂcrns » o
come be léctured upon in meet-
ings of the Dorchester County
Historical Society in the .same
spirit as Anna Ella Carroll, Har-
riet Tubman, ang 'I‘hurnas Hol-
hdaj,r Hicks, But surely the mils-
placed resentment, or whatever
accounts for such apparent iap-
seg from duty as Chief Kinna-
mon's amndd/or the R F.C.’s in
the July disorders, must be con-

i

demned by everyone, liberal or F

conservative, who "¢ares about
simpla jug.tu:e and wishes: well

for the people of Cambridge ) ;

g1 1-L 7

Yours. truly,
John Barth
Dept. of English’ ,‘
. Btate Umiversily of New
York at Buffalo
Euffalu N.Y,
Editor's Note:
was asked to withhold publica-;
tion of Mr, Barth’s letter pend-
ing receipt of the following tEIE-ﬂ
gram which arrived reste:-ﬂayu
afternoon: ' . 5,
“Please add this PE to m;f_
'~ letter of August 6: Thune
criticisma ,ars based - on
available news reports. If
the reports are lncorrect or
incomplete, the public de-
Berves a puhllc reply tn
my cntlclsm. e
T maEdnor-F A -=:-f“ ‘
I have listened time and- ‘t.ima

again, to people; justifying the!.

eruption of riots and what can
be done to stop them ete., but
to my complete shock T have not
heard anyone call {0 express
hiz gratitudg to the wonderful
men, on our puliua forces and
fira
Alsutomyhurmrlwunmu-
wmmﬁaﬁa
beforg gt 9
thair acﬂnm Mar I say t.hesa
meng are hired under normal
conditions o keep law:and or-
der gnd do-we as a soclety
expect them to show thp same-
reactons under riot conditions?
I for ong camnot believe that we
as adults expect ut BTy man
or men. - “'F‘-'hﬂ.."r"".i hf =t .r#-;‘c#
When you think of a compara-
tively few who .had to control
a criot untit It "was decided to
bring In the Natioftal Guar¢
and how under the circum-
stances, these men tried to

control at grest odds, the up- |

heaval: to our men of the Po-
lice Forces and Fire - Depart-
ments, who courageously pro-
tected our su-t:iety, may [ ex-
Et;“ m:r stnqerax cmgratw-q

Flremen whn tned to sava
pro , wnarmed, police who
tried ta control: violqme -~ at
great odds,’we as H. q-ouiet:.r“’
should 'be rougd. of ‘these men,
and sta.nd them

very tl:uh' brours, g
_Nll‘ﬂltli.ﬂ L. DEI'IQ(B__—

_Salisbury To Honor 5;175*
Barth MISS Adkms

Hoth rm:lplents uf the Hnn-_
orary Doctor of Laws degrees,
are patives of the Fastern
Shore.

Mr. Barth, who achieved na-
tional acclaim with his novels,.

“Giles Goat-Boy,"” was born In
Inearby Cambridge and now is a
visiting professor at the Jul:uu
Hopkins University.

Mi!l Adkins, who served ax
Under Sﬁcretar]r of Health, Ed- -
ucation and Wellare under!
President Eisenhower, iz 8 na-

or

named chairman of the Federal
Council on Aging.
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- John Barth, a"rnuvﬂiah

Shore, yesterday
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ragial disorders

the State Unwers:t}r of

Camquga Banner:

hathn

medii have a mohopoly on

people of Cambridge,
Negro and ‘white, g.‘l dﬂ
,only be sickened by what,

appedrs to have been a
version of his authority
Cambridge

Jacial disorders in

1rrespm}sib111t:,n on thq DAE
the 'membership ~of

In| Rescue Fire Company.
Even . thes:locak ‘press -

the' disorders, and those

fraction of what in other

'torested jn * hurnmg down

mg racial injustices.
. Poorest Hour

et:—ur[:s ... that ”.‘EII"EH‘IEI‘I
“dnter*™the “Tarel™

~-until an hour after the
b#gan, under orders "of
lice,” and Time magarine
ports . :.....that. “the w
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To Negro pleas to send
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“The Sot-Weed Factor” and ; %

tive of Salisbury and now lives

in Oxtord Ma. In 1974 she was ' | standing the abuses that

aodluma come in here,” ¢
Now, even aftar ons
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and added a little
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ihis certainly =
Cambri a,puhc;'n and ira

ar’nnen puurtst hour,

-Jocal and national, are en
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sponsibility of the riot-
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i icularly auch-

in the fire, promptis this

[Timel to have blamed

‘but  all things

| his lpases and subsequent

cide be lald 83 much af
{ door of Chlet Kinnamen

& Co.
This isn’t to minimize

matiter how serlous and

to them. or to defend

York, in Buaffalo, said in a Ietter
to the Dorchester News and the s

Granting that neIther tl}
nor the Jocal news |JNS

th&"l :.'__i - 8
truth, one who maintains a o
high rEgard for the city and

teading of various sources,
per-

. Chief of Police
Brice Kinnamon in the recent
Carmn- | R
;bridge, and-oria considerabla-| NS

firme that only a small frac-"|
tion of the Cambridge Negro
communlty was Involved in

cused of actually setting fire
{o bulldings and the like turn }

ouf to be, as one might have
| guessed, a- tify fraction of # ‘hwracists,

-cumstances -would he recog-
nized as juvenile delinquents
“Bt woral, apparently mere in-'

schoolhouse® than in correct-

Yet ﬂm Dorchester News

twel'.rn buildings were blirning

wylunteer fira company failed
to respopd to the fire until it
Joad practically buerned +out,
lﬁzhng a school, 4 churr:h a

firemen in, Télhiet Kinnamon is
reporte . 1Time] ‘have - re-
I glied: " ¥¥un mpﬁ?ﬂ'mm‘

kﬁy and !el a bunch' of gdddari®

Aubiracted a llitle foom Time
tp‘the News
in the interest of uh]eethrit}f.

The principal sufferers,
course, from what appears io
have sbeen tha ahared irre-

ters, Chief Kinnainon, the ar~*
sonists, and the {fire" compa-

¥) nra the great majority of
& responsible-and toc-long suf-
fering Negro community part-
guCcesses-
against-odds as Hansel Green,
whose tragle sulcide, after the
loss of a lifetime’s enterprise

Negro arsonists for the fire;
consldered,
mustn't the responsibility for.
sui-

those of his way of thinking as.
at the door of H Rap Ernwn

gravity-of arson and riot, no

Cambr ridge ( Offl,pmls Blasted
By Wnter For th Conduqt

md : & i
native of Mar}rland s " Eagtern| BSE
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4 rant&d it.jg than thaE gl whll:e

’seems & misuse of hiz office

LR ol S )

\nflaimatory rhytorie s ﬁegrn
;racists,’ howevgr, mord war: -

‘-lfl" i

But to punish the best ele-:
meags; in a community for the ,’
actions ¢f its worst, as Kmna-,—t
moen's, attitude - has -~ done; |

ag oulrageous g8 State's atlor-
ney William Yates’s reported
intention {Dorchester News,
"Aungust. 2, 1967} to request
o Walvers tur the Juveniles

t:har;g with aFson to be tried{ —
firg | as Ladults, In the  Cirenit |
po- |Court™, .. AR
hﬁ; Arson s a crime; so is rmt-

the

Le.
has

the

f!n
Hﬂpﬂ ‘Auaud Ftan '1 ', ﬂ'
One hapes that Wie remr[sﬁﬁnﬁ Btal‘.ﬂr autforities,

tire-

g sialsen Jgne fear® that they.)

of
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let-

ter. Green himself iz reported

the

r

the
and

th-n

Jead

1rniss:mnﬂ-wuns}as
“honne, gn@minding mb.ns’ own’

. dlscred:tﬁhle,r {ntolerable state-|; .
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1o beljeve, for example that

of the: movem

“tipon
' -Societ

 condemned b¥ everyone, liber-

tha

Inciting; " but" permlttmg o
man, even_ a “poddam hood-
Jlum,” 10 make a speer_-h a¥er-

a-speech that turns dut to be

fm!,.,incking. is certainly not a
cri:ﬁe, particularly when, - &

in the eavénf’ mosk citizens uf
the Second- Whrd ‘the *‘per-

f sta{gmg,

]

business, -

That such cliizens shounld
eynically be:denied prutectmr&,
by their - police .force and ihé
“rescus”. (must be read *‘red- l |
neck?") Fire Company is a |

ui.' affalrs; 'itxwarranis a re-
by ‘vhjactive municipal |

of the
qualifications for office of the
leaders of those organizations.

THAdmittedly Liberal 269y

My personal sentiments In
the civil righis movement aré
admittedly - liberal; J.happen

Tocal’, {0 Dnce-]ncal} leaders;

+ Cm.
bridgey} like Mrsin‘m&ria Rich- |
ardsnn Dandridge, will in gen-

in méetings fhe’
Dorchester “county Historieal |
3 in the same-spirlt"as
Anna Ella {‘:armlt Harrlett j| -
‘Tubman, . and Thurna.s Hnlﬂ- A
day Hicks. * -
‘But surel:f the nﬂsplacpd
‘resentment,; or whatever aca’
‘counts. for such apparent lap-
EE&Y Erum duty as Chief Kinna-
mon's and-or the R.F.C.’s in
the July disorders, must be

al or conservatlve, who cares
aboul simple Justice and
wishes well fc:r the people of
Cambridge. -

Signed, John Barth, Depart- :
ment of English, State.
University of New York. at
Buffale, Buffalo, NY
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