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Heart Attack Fatal
to Charles Houston

Brilliant Legal
|Career Ended

Far-Reaching Rulings
Credited to ‘Him |
WAS JUST 54

Death Sudden,
Was Alone at Time

WASH_INGTON — (NNPA)
—A brilliant career had an
untimely ending last Saturday
afternoon when Charles Ham-
ilton Houston, nationally
promingnt lawyer, died. -

His death occurred at 2:15 p.m.,
in Freedmen's Hospital. It was
due to a sudden heart attack. Al-
though Mr. Houston had been ill
since October 13, and hospitalized
for most of the. time, his death
‘was_unexpected. He was 54 years
of age. ‘
_Fufieral services for Dr. Hous-
wton will be held at Rankin Chapel,

gsday. The b 3 restx%{
cGuire’s Funeral .Home, 1820
ipth:St., Now, |~ :
"§rit o Septw3, 1885, the son
"Willian¥ LePre and” Mrs, Mary
H. Houston, he is survived by his
father, his wife;~Mrs. Henrietta
Williams Houston: 'a,son, ‘Charles
J., 6; an uncle, Dr. ﬁlysses Hous-
ton, and an aunt, Mill!| Clotill
Houston, retired teacher. | *

His first wife was the former
Miss Margaret Gladys .Moran,
from whom he was divorced in
the thirties.

Got Better, Suffered Relapse

At the time Mr. Houston first
became ill, physicians said he
would hadve to- give up work for at
least six months. During the early
period of his hospitalization, only1
immediate members of his family
were permitted to see him. He
was not even permitted to listen
to the radio. . -

Alone at Time of Death

He apparently was on the road
to recovery and had begun visit-
ingl his office for an hour or two
a day when he suffered a relapse
and -was again hospitalized.

No members of his family were |
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with at the time of his death. His
father, William L. Houston, was
just leaving their law office to
visit him.

His wife, the former Henrietta

TWilliams, and a 6-year old son, (
Charles H. Houston Jr, were on the history not only ef the race but of the co
visiting her sister at Southern| ‘ '

University in Baton Rouge, La. |

A native of Washington, he was
a graduate of Dunbar High School
here, Amherst College and Har-
vard Law School. He was inducted
into Phi Beta Kappa at Ambherst.

While at Harvard, he became)
the {first colored law student to
be one of the editors of the Har-
vard Law Review, and the first
colored student to be awarded the
degree of doctor of juridicial’
science by the school.

Later Joihed by Hastie

He won the Sheldon Traveling
Fellowship at Harvard, for a
year's study abroad. During that
time he took postgraduate work at
the University ef Madrid in Spain.

Adm 0 the bar of the Dis-

umbia in 1924, he en-

ypractice with his father
under the, firm name of Houston
and Houéfon.

~ Later, Judge William H. Hastie,
formerly go or of the Virgin
Islands and now a judge of the
, d States Phird Circuit Court
ppeals at Philadelphiz, 1
came a member of the firm and
the partnership name was changed
to Houston, Houston & Hastie.

Really Worked on. Cases

Mr. Houston -was ‘an indefatig-
able worker, prepared his cases
thoroughly, laying the grounds in
the trial court for appeals. He
took in his own testimony, wrote
his briefs and argued his cases
from the lowest to the highest
court of the nation. 4

In comparatively recent years,
after he had become engaged in
a mass of litigation involving em-
ployment of colored workers on
railroads, he was assisted by
Joseph C. Waddy, first an associ-
ate and now a member of the firm.

Won 1st Major School Victory

~ In 1938 Mr. Houston succeeded
in getting the United States Su-
preme Court to hand down the
ruling which is now controlling in
cases involving the exclusion of
‘colored students from courses of-
fered at the white State-supported
institution but not offered at the
corresponding colored institutions.

Representing Lloyd Gaines, Mr.
Houston won the decision that the
State of Missouri had to admit his
client to the University of Mis-
souri Law School or provide equal
facilities for his education with-
in the State. '

While the, case was pending in
the Supreme Court, Gaines dis-
appeared and Mr. Houston never
learned what had become of his
client for whom he had obtained a
reversal of the judgment of Mis-
souri courts denying him admis-

OF FAR-REACHING

EFFECT:

Houston’s

Helped Race, Nation |

Victories

1 be Dr.
had and

The victories woj
throughout the nation

~ Recognized as one of the na-
tions top Constitutional lawyers,
Dr. Houston not only prosecuted
many of the cases which led ta ful-
ler rights for minority groups but
also served as adviser in practical-
ly all of those handled by- the
‘NAACP. :

Enumeration of all the cases in
wb,h he figured would require
a book, but here are six which
might be considered among the
most important. .

OPENED U. OF MD.
LAW SCHOOL

MURRAY CASE—Ruling hand-
ed down by cityy court in Balti-
more in 1935, and upheld by the
the opening of the University of
Maryland €ourt of Appeals, forced
Maryland Law School to Donald
Murray.

GAINES CASE — Ruling, first
of kind handed down by the U.S.
Supreme Court, in 1938, declared
that a State must provide cqual
training for its colored residents
within the State’s boundaries. The
Court sent the case back to Mis-
souri to be tried on its merits in
lower court, but Lloyd Gaines.
petitioned, had disappeared and
.was never thereafter located.

PRATT LIBRARY CASE—Rul
ing by U. S. Court of Appeals at
Richmond, 1945, ordered the Pratt
Library (Baltimore) to open its
training course to Miss Louise
- Kerr, on the grounds that a public
supported institution cannot ope-
rate as a private agency. ‘
HELPED R.R. MEN W

TUNSTALL CASE — Ruling
handed down by district sourt at
Norfolk, Va., and upheld by the
Circuit Court of Appeals in Oct,
1947, ordered the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Firemen and Engine-
men to represent Tom Turstall and
other colored railroad firemen on
the grounds that if 3 union is the
sole baraining agent for a craft
of workers it must represent all

Review requested by Brother-
of the workers. ’
hoods denied by U.S. Supreme
Court.

RESTRICTIVE COVENANT
CASES—In a unanimous opinion
handed down in 1948, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled that Federal
and State Courts may not enforce

President Truman had refused to
allow the committee to issue its
decision against the Capital Tran-
sit Company, which operates
Washington street cars and buses.

That decision would have or-
dered CTC to cease and desist
from practices and policies deny-
ing employment to colored per-

sion to the University of Missouri
Y.aw Serhanl

 property because

ston in courts
eaching effect
Intry.

Charles H. Hoﬁs
will have a farr

restrictive covenants which A bar
persons from owning or occupying
race or color.

Based in Federal Rights Aid

Because the District of Colam-
bia is not a State, and the Federal
courts whieh have jurisdiction
there ore not State courts, the de-
cision in the two District cases
handed by Mr. Houston was based
on the Federal wal Rights act
which gives the same property
richts to all citizens, regardless
of color. ?

The ofher two gcases orginated
in St. Lgts and Detgoit.

M'CREADY CASE—In the first
test of racial discrimination in
Maryland since the Murray Case,
ruled April 14, 1950, that the Uni-
the Maryland Court of Appeals
versity of Maryland must admit
Miss Esther McCready and that
the State cannot require a colored
student to accept a scholarship
at an qut-of-State institution for
~ourses offered ta white students
within thejState. - ;
“That ‘ruling 'virually ~nullifies |
he Southern Regional Educatioq
Compact fostered by Southern
Governors.

Bomb Victim
Not Moving

(Continued from Page 1)

in the Saturday bombing. In the
housc at the time were Mrs. Doris
Kindred and her three-omnths old
baby and Roy Perry. Perry was on
the first floor while Mrs. Kindred
land baby were upstairs.

‘ Windows Shatteéred

All of the windows in the resi-
dence were blown out and the
front porch and front part of the
house ripped to threads. Plaster
had bgen jarred from the walls
by the force of the blast and the
rooms were left in shambles.

Belatedly ,polict} have been as-
signed on 24-hour duty. This ac-
tion, observers state, was forced
because of the tense situation.

Hundreds of
stormed by the house and many
openly vowed revenge on the
dynamiters. Curiously enough the
police department has made no
real effort to apprehend the ter-
rorists. A

Conner A
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Robeson continued, the Aﬁdﬁ
can people still want to hesyr—f
they are anxious to have strong
teadership. He pointed out that
an enormous crowd had glway
turned out to hear him, including ¢
his lx:lecltlent adppearance at Carne |
gie Hall, and apparently werent b
afraid. pp : g Wg{ent
Praises Owrer of ‘Hagle'-
Robeson was also high in hiy
praise for Mrs. Charlotte Bags w
has used her newspaper, the Cali
fornia Eagle. as a spokesman for
the progressive movement o
America, . o
She has, through the pages of
her newspaper, stood firmly .o
her befiefs and the ideals of
'mocracy in spite of the fact th
sheé has suffered severe conse

qﬂenﬁs.

$ She has kept her great paper

bw the withdrawal of advertisers
whe were not in agreement with
her ideals and expressions.
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